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If Luxuries Were Cut, Which Would 
You Keep, Tobacco or Radio? 


+; 








This is just a story. Indeed, there’s 
some doubt as to whether it is even 


Getting Even 


a story. It’s really a question. And : ' h 
: : 1 rh at as reek ’ > 

a theoretical one at that. So we'll Late last week, when the 

pop the question quick. It is this: Brooklyn Dodgers were being 


smacked down by, the St. Louis 


If you had to give up either one 
Cardinals, all the Broadway 


for the duration, which would you 


keep—tobacco or radio? ticket brokers were rooting 
, . : ’ against } > > 
Now, remember, this didn’t come in al the home team. 
It isn’t a rumor That’s one way the agency fel- 


out of Washington. 
It can’t as much as claim an ‘authori- 
tative source.’ It’s only a question 
that happened to crop up during a 
importance radio 
life of this 


lows had to express their dis- 
like for Brooklyn’s Larry Mac- 
Phail, who shut them out on 
discussion on the tickets to Ebbets Field. 
ha: attained in the daily 








country. 
Think of it for a minute. Was 
radio important 12 years ago, in 


1950? To some extent, yes, but an 
awful lot of people could take it or 
leave it And 20 years ago (1922) 
radio was certainly very much of a 
curiosity. 

But what would happen tonight if 
all radio stations were suddenly cut 


K. CHORINES 
OVER 4 


Sept. 15. 
terrible 


off the air and to stay off? How 
would you feel about it? Why, you 
would bet that there would be one 


of the loudest protests go up that this 
country has ever heard. But how 
would you bet if it were put to a The 
national vote—tobacco or radio? : 
Well, that’s all this question has to | 9Ut © 


Sydney, 


ravages of war are 





+ 


10 would have thought 








; gauged 


offer. If it makes you hesitate a sec- | the ‘blood, sweat and tears’ would 
ond before answering then it has|also include a. k. chorus girls as a 
served to emphasize how important | steady diet Yet, along with many | 
radio has become to these United | another civilian nicety that has dis- | 
States. A degree of importance, | appeared these past three years, into 


perhaps, which may not be realized |the discard for the duration are go 


even by some radio men ing, by governmental decree, 
— ee | leggy, shapely ponies under 45 
7 ! 
Bellemore ha issued the ae ree 


under 45 must be 


(Continued on page 16) 


that no chorines 


LAUDED NATIONALLY 


F.D.R.S TO HOST ‘ARMY’ 


Sept. 15. 
general think highly 


Hollywood, 
Americans in 


“4 
| 
| 
| 


of the film industry’s contribution to | 
the war effort An overwhelming | CAST IN WHITE HOUSE « 
majority of wo9 --pcptahanr ain yes to} 


1eral, Do You 


the question, ‘In Ger 
Doing | M1 Elear 


Think Hollywood Stars Are Roosevelt 


as Much as They Should to Help {Irving Berlin and e entire com- 
Win the Wali Query was cir-|pany of ‘This Is The Army’ to the 
culated a recently completed sur- |White House, some time during the 


vey by the Audience Research In- | Washington engagement of the sol- 
stitute covering a cross section of | dier show, which has one week more 
the nation’s film fans. to play at the Broadway, N. Y. 


There will be a 
|boys and it is likely 


+ +} 


reception to 


that the Presi- 


revealing the country- 
was: ‘The stars are 


One reply 
wide consensus 


(Continued on page 54) dent will then be entertained with 
iaitaiteconinnian the ‘Army's’ standout song numbers. 
President and Mrs. Roosevelt are 


devotees of the stage, but the chief 
executive has been too busy to at- 
tend the theatre in many months. 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 15. | - rao 


Joseph Lipscomb, colored elevator | 


Pix on Civilian Defense, 


Big Jump 





operator at Kaufman’s, downtown | 

Se . aa SE PS ak | r : as: 1 . 
department store, was signed last | War a ‘Must in Schools 
week by Oscar Hammerstein, II, for 


Des Moines, Sept. 15 

Pictures on civilian defense, war 
industry and military work will be 
added this school year to the visual 
instruction program carried on in 
the local county schools. Two film 
circuits will be operated during the 


‘Carmen Jones,’ the all- 
Negro swing version of the opera 
‘Carmen,’ which Hammerstein has 
pegged for an early Broadway pro- 
duction. Group of wealthy Pitts- 
burghers has been sponsoring Lips- 
comb. 


a role in 





Singer is a pupil of Mrs. Frances | Ya, One servicing 18 towns and 

F - | consolidated schools in the county 

Lewando, wife of Ralph Lewando, | C°MSOlidated schools in the county, 
Press music critic and also a teache! (Continued on page 16) 


severe, 
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QUESTION FILMS’ U.S. Features for Soviet Are Part 
FSCENTIAL STATIS Of Propaganda and Goodwill Plan 


Industry Uneasy as Rum- 
blings From Washington 


| 


Denote Far-Reaching| 


Gov’t 
duction and _ Exhibition 
Curtailment Inevitable 


Regulations — Pro- 


SQUEEZE PLAY 


With the Army and Navy this year 
becoming the largest consumers of 
film for production purposes (by the 
end of the year also operating ap- 
proximately 825 theatres, rating the 
second largest circuit) in the U. S., 
Hollywood is on the hot seat await- 
ing the outcome of War Production 
Board film rationing plans, pending 
in Washington, which are likely to 
be imposed shortly. Impression pre- 
vails that the cut in film and othe! 


available supplies for normal civilian | 


entertainment purposes will be 
Disquieting rumblings from 
the Capital have led to a growing 
belief that before long the status of 
the motion picture industry will be 


purely in relation to It 
tangible value to the war effort, in- 
(Continued on page 16) 


| Jukeboxes, Like Booze — 
At One Time, Now 
Attracting Hoodlums 


Detroit, Sept. 15. 
Bite country’s growing ukebox 
tage brought out an odd form 
of geen - here. Police col- 
laced a gang of young ! 
o have beer demal! g 
irink and cash from spo 
the town under threat t 


break up the jukeboxe 
there are few replacement 


(Continued on page 54) 





Network Knighthood 


After a couple of radio an- 
nouncers have washed up a 
launching, or a football game, 


and one wants to publicly pay 
tribute to the other over the net- 
work, he’ll say: ‘Well, Jim you 
gave it a nice call.’ 

Now in an announcers’ lan- 


guage that phrase is really the 


stuff. The topper to end all top- 
pers. And as far as Jim is cor 
cerned—w hy, Ri just apout 
k 1ocked off t D.S.C. of the air- 
lanes. 

But it brings to mind a lot of 
other “~ who would also like 
to make it ‘a nice call.’ With the 
bugler, for instance. ‘Yes sol- 
dier, one for nine o'clock would 


9 very I ice.’ 


f 





+ on 





Pitching Literati Woo | The current flurry in American 
{pictures for Soviet distribution 
figures as only the beginning of what 
|; will wind up as a Governmental 


! 
| propaganda chore to deliver Ameri- 





A new type of romantic pitch 
was made last week by Orson 


Welles y ; , ing 
les, who has been. rushing can films to Turkey, Spain, Portugal 
Adele Jurgens, Broadway ‘show- | Switzerland and ed dinn a tae Ts : 
: 3 ” ;* ¥ * c i ~ ¥ * a. ¥ » C e 
girl currently in ‘Star and Gar- Russia daa 
= » : } AUSSIA, 
ter’ at the Music Box, N. Y. rn . ’ 


The Soviet angle is being tackled 
first because of the obvious need for 
anda job to sell the 
Yanks to Russia, just as the Soviets 
been attempting to sell them- 
selves to us via films all these years 


@ Welles sent her a complete 
and expensively bound set of all 
Shakespeare’s works The in- 
ference was that if she studied 
the Bard she might get into the 
Juliet mood for his Romeoing 


a prime propag 


have 








| With the USSR carrying the ‘ball in 
; second front, the bally boys figure 
E a full diet of American films, cover- 
ing our traditions, customs and 
historical personalities will convince 
the Russians that America will wind 
OVER LOSS (OF | nothing the Russians have; that the 
| eventual victory will make their cur- 
rent suffering worth while. 
This is the basic reason for the 
Office of War Information’s interest 
Artkino together. Once the Soviet 
| deal is set, similar arrangements will 
Sept. 15. be attempted with the other neutral 


actual fighting, and no sign of a 
up on top in this fight; that we want 
in bringing the major distribs and 
nations ° 


Hollywood, 
L. B. Mayer’s 


trip east is said to 


be for talks with Nick Schenck and Pay in Dollars 

other home office biggies on re- The Russian deal i particularly 
placements for dwindling starpower.| interesting since Artkino prexy, 
This further aggravated by im-| Nichola Napoli, claim ne is pre- 
pending enlistments by Robert | pared to pay on the line in Yank 
Taylor, Spencer Tracy, Mickey | dollars for any pix purchases, all of 
Rooney and Van Heflin i.’ yntinued on page 54) 


What to do in case they. follow 
Clark 


the service has 


James Stev 


Mayer 


Gable and 


and otl 


JOLSON-OBERON TIFF 


studio heads plenty worried I . 
crop of leading men is none too REPORTED FROM ENG 


promising 


UNIVERSAL’S LIFETIME Wd hu 
CONTRACT TO MacRAE ‘son's ‘Ait ra 





London Sept 15. 


Constant wrangling between Mer 


e a ‘> i 
t T i y ag 
H ~ f< 's 
} Rave Henr lack i ent 
p er with the tudio f Via have reached ( tate 
} ) é Y a f¢ r ( friend of Je on ere I ort 
tra } ( re a the vetel l acto! nge q 
{ V Nate B e! wu hg ip the ‘ nd 
I r 1 prexy wrote ina . e1 I { America mmediately. 
I ( Isc { e exe 
\ n voiding the contract if Mac- I . 1 Shey ease ave Se 
7 , tape fal t¢ the thar « ic 
Rae doesn't take it easier po » the other artists, too. Jol- 
a n heads the unit which also in- 
MacRae has made valuable con- oh >. “A ; ; 
: ides Patricia Morison, Allen Jen- 
tributions to Universal product for |, ~e 
. kins nnd Frank McHugh 
the three decades he’s been turning 
out the chapter films. 
: at Heretofore, Jolson traveled solo 





fonly 
Martin 


" , y 
reops in 


with his accompanist, 
Freed), entertaining 
Alaska and the Caribbean. 


piano 
when 


‘Abie’s’ Radio Payoff 
Based on Its Crossley 


For the 








first time in radio, pay- ; 
ment to an author based or Ne d N R h g 
CAB rating will be contracted fo: e 0 € earsin 
between Anne Nichols and Procte: —_——- 
& Gamble. Her ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ Hollywood, Sept. 


resumed on the air over NBC Satur- Dame May Whitty and Ben Rs eb- 


day (12) after a nine-week layoff.| ster play typed roles as man and 
Agreement, which has not yet been | wife in ‘Lassie Come Home’ at 


signatured by both parties, calls for | Metro 
i guaranteed sum, renumeration to They have been married for 50 
(Continued on page 54) year 
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Latest Films and Shorts, Waxed Radio 
Shows, Disks Rushed to War Fronts 


+ 


Washington, Sept. 15. 

Latest features and shorts will be 
rushed to combat zones for American 
soldiers, in the rear of the battle 
lines, the War Department has an- | 
nounced. The prints will be in the! 
16 mm. size and will be supplied to 
the army without cost by the pic- | 
ture industry. 

This recreational activity will be 
carried out by mobile special serv- 
ice units which will be attached to 
the tactical army organizations. In 
each unit there will be a motion 
picture group which will have 
charge of exhibiting the reels to 
troops in both indoor and outdoor 
Jocations. Each group will have a 
motion picture kit with a dual 16 
mm. projector and sound equipment, 
operated by its own power, and a/! 
#x12 screen. 

In each mobile unit there will be} 
also an entertainment group which | 
will handle theatrical and musical 
presentations, including transcrip- | 
tions of popular radio shows, This | 
eniertainment grewp—will assist in 
organizing and directing the theatri- | 
cal presentations by the soldiers 
and will supervise informal musical 
programs. The equipment will in- | 
clude a theatrical kit, a combination | 
radio-phonograph kit, featuring a 
built-in public address system. The 
radio-phonograph will operate on its 
own power. The kit will carry sev- | 
eral volumes of phonograph records | 
and record-transcriptions of pop- 
ular radio shows. 


Rodgers & Hart, Despite 
Those Splitup Rumors, 
To Collab “Muchacho’ 


The Rodgers and Hart split-up are 
still strictly rumors, despite Oscar 
Hammerstein II and Richard Rodg- | 
ers being partnered alone, for the | 
first time, in the forthcoming The- | 

| 








| 


atre Guild musical production of 
‘How Green Grow the Lilacs,’ based | 


Lynn Riggs’ novel. Meantime | 


Lorenz Hart is sojourning in Mexico | 


for background and color attendant 
to ‘Muchacho,’ a pet libretto theme 
which he and Dick Rodgers will 
collaborate on, thus once more pick- | 
ing up their longtime association. | 

The Hammerstein chore marks the | 
first time in 20 years that R&H 
have not written for the stage to- 
gether, although Rodgers has latterly 
stepped out into legit production on 
his own, under George Abbott's pro- 
duction tutelage. 


on 


Hammerstein, meantime, after 


*Lilaes, goes into ‘Carmen Jones.’ 
eolored version of ‘Carmen,’ and 


thence the much talked of revival of 
‘Show Boat,’ which Metro will re- 
produce on Broadway prior to put- 
ting it on film for the third time 
(Universal did it twice before). 
Apart from a Cap’n Andy (Charles 
Winninger’s original role), 
“Magnolia’ part is also difficult 
cast. Norma Terris created that. 


KYSER JOINS PARADE 
OF BANDS AT METRO 


Hollywood, Sept. 15 


the 


to 








Kay Kyser signed one-picture dea] 
for himself and band with Metro 
joining the lengthy list of maestros 
and musicians on the Culver Cit, 
filmusical slate. 

It will be Kyser’s first screen ap- 
pearance off the RKO lot, where he 
has made three films. 





Lieut. Grainger Reports, 
Shift Around His Pics 


Hollywood, Sept. 15. 
Edmund Grainger, associate pro- | 
cucer at Republic, was ordered to | 
report Friday (18) at Camp Maxey, | 
Tex., for active duty as a first | 
lieutenant in the Army. 
Four yarns on his production slate. | 
‘Hit Parade of 1943,’ ‘Saga of the 
Texas Rangers,’ ‘House of Stars’ and | 
‘Chisholm Trail,” are being reas- 
signed to other producers on the lot 





TO PLUG ‘ARMY 


| final 


\-plans “were made 


| 





Cole Porter’s Gift 


Santa Ana, Cal., Sept. 15. 
The nation’s battling birdmen 
now have a song of their own, 
including all the rights. 
It's Cole Porter's ‘Glide, 
Glider, Glide,’ which he gifted 
to the fliers without any strings. 











AS ‘PEOPLES 
SHOW’ 








As ‘This Is The Army’ entered the | 
two weeks of its sensational | 
engagement at the Broadway, N. Xs 4 
to send word 
through the country that it is ‘the 
people’s show.’ Intent is to advise 
potential audiences in the cities to 
be visited that they should buy 
tickets directly at the boxoffice. 

‘Army’ management would prefer 


| that all tickets be disposed of that 
| way, although cognizant of the fact 


that it opens the way for diggers to 
operate and then gyp. There is a 
chance that unscrupulous | ticket 
hangers-on may attempt following 
the show from stand to stand and 
plying their trade. 

If the volume of mail orders in 
out-of-town stands approximates 
that in N. Y., there will be few tick- 
ets for disposal, however. There 
is a staff of six in the N. Y. box- 


(Continued on page 44) 


Red Skelton Sued by His 
Manager for $120,000 
On Alleged Pact Breach 


Los Angeles, Sept. 15. 

Suit for $120,000, charging breach 
of contract, was filed against Red 
Skelton in Federal Court by Thomas 
J. Kennedy, manager of the actor’s 
financial affairs for 10 years. 

Skelton, according to the com- 
plaint, has two contracts, one with the 











William Morris office as his agent, 
and a prior one with Kennedy to 
handle his business matters and su- 
pervise all his picture and radio 
contracts. Actor’s Metro ticket, the 
plaintiff asserts, was arranged while 
Kennedy was his acknowledged 
business representative and runs un- 


til 1947. The $120,000 demand covers 








Skelton’s earnings until that period. 









BUY 


UNITED 
STATES 








It will cost money to defeat 
Germany, Japan and Italy. 
Our government calls on you 
to help now. 

Buy war savings bonds or 


stamps today. Buy them 
every day if you can. But 
buy them on a regular basis. 


Radio Morale 
Meetings Tee 
Off Friday (18) 


Coast-to-coast itinerary of Federal 
radio propaganda steerers, plus Kay 
Kyser in his role of chairman of the 
‘committee of 25,’ includes New 
York, .Chicago and Hollywood par- 
leys with writers, producers, and 
agencies in a move to increase the 
effectiveness of Federally-supervised 
broadcast morale building and war 
promotion. 

Within the next 10 days, at least 
six sessions will be held in the three 
chief origination centers, with Wil- 
liam B. Lewis, director of the Office 
of War Information Bureau, and 
Douglas Meservey, assistant chief, 


(Continued on page 54) 

















Football Odds 


The draft and service enlist- 
ments having badly depleted the 
ranks of experts, ‘Variety’ has 
been hard put to find a swami 
for the coming grid _ season. 
Finally, this rag had to look 
among its own staff for a gink 
handy with a pin blind- 
folded. 

Rajah Nat Kahn, who is as far 
away from the army as a year- 
old infant can put him, gets the 
assignment. If he picks ’em like 
he picked Columbia last season, 
it will be a cleanup for the guys 
who lay the odds the other way. 
Kahn tees off the new pigskin 
Season next week. 


when 
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Lefty's Notebook 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
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Coolacres, Eal. 

Dear Joe: 

With all this fuss about taxes I wonder do you remember back in 1924 
when the income tax list was first published, what a holler went up from 
the boys and gals. Here are some of the taxes the showfolks paid in 
those days: E. F. Aibee, $95,000; David Belasco, $13,000; Irving Berlin, 
$4,134; Richard Barthelmess, $29,995; Fannie Brice, $1,346; Martin Beck, 
$39,000; Eddie Cantor, $6,515; George M. Cohan, $87,656; Peggy Hopkins 
Joyce, $1,069; Jack Dempsey, $90,000; Hassard Short, $1,000; Ben Turpin, 
$10,000; Will Rogers, $1,264; Doug Fairbanks, $225,000; Mary Pickford, 
$2,444; Jack Pickford, $6,000; William S. Hart, $22,000; Louis B. Mayer, 
$14,000; Al Jolson, $45,000, and Jack Kearns, Dempsey’s manager, paid 
$71,000. 

It was in the same year that Lew Dockstader, the grand minstrel man, 
died at the age of 68. Laura Jean Libby, the novelist, also died in that 
year. Cliff Edwards couldn't get $400 a week from the vaudeville moguls, 
so he made records and got himself $38.000 a year. Chester Morris 
played in an act with his family at the Palace; the turn was called ‘All 
The Horrors Of Home.’ Jack Dempsey grossed $41,000 at the Loew’s 
State, exceeding previous tops by $12,000. 


There were 450 Jewish Cantors and a band of 100 at Madison Sq. Garden 
for a big night at $3 top—and jammed ‘em in. 

A guy by the name of Courtney Henslot de Rysbach, who did a bicycling 
and juggling act, was released from Dartmour prison in England after 
serving a 10 year stretch as a spy. He was an Austrian and sent popular 
songs to a friend in Zurich, writing military and naval information be- 
tween the lines in invisible ink. He was sentenced to life and, like the 
Nazis today, he immediately wanted to tell the authorities what he knew 
about the Germans and offered to be a spy for England. No dice. He 
did his 10-year bit and I don’t believe he ever juggled or rode a bicycle 
after that. 

Did you know that in 1907 Hurtig & Seamon played vaudeviile at 
Metropolis Roof on the original Metropole Hotel, during the summer, serv- 
ing beef and delicatessen to the patrons. The orchestra did 10 over- 
tures during the evening, played between the acts so the folks could buy 
beer and munch on pastrami. A couple years later, 1909, saw the pass- 
ing of the good old Metropole hotel. A second Metropole, where Herman 
Rosenthal, was murdered, opened later. 


Jim Madison, the Budget Man 


Talked to James Madison, the old budget man, about the old Haymarket 
on the corner of 30th ‘street and Sixth ave. It was originally called 
Carlberg’s Baths. It was named Haymarket in 1872. Lost its license in 
the 80’s and had a sign on the door reading: ‘Soft drinks did it.’ In 1897, 
it opened as the Newmarket, but in a few months went back to the Hay- 
market tag. It was a great slumming place for the soup-and-fish mob. 


It was G. F. Walters who originated the Orpheum in Frisco, then opened 
the Los Angeles house, while the third house of the circuit was in Port- 
land, Ore. Meyerfield and Back came later. Meyerfield was a big liquor 
and bar fixture man and Walters owed him plenty coin, so Meyerfield 
took over the theatres for the debt. Did plenty good with them, too. 


Do you remember the old Broadway theatre at 41st street? Well, in 
1868 it was known as the Metropolitan Skating Rink. And, talking about 
skating rinks, the first one in America was opened at Stuyvesant and 9th 
streets in 1868. 

Back in 1924. when Walter WincheH was dramatic editor of the Graphic, 
he took a layman to review the new shows with him. Dagmar Godowsky 
was his first guest critic. He also ran a column, ‘One Man's Opinion,’ 
where anyone could express their opinions about the current Broadway 
shows. 


Do you remember, in 1910, when Mrs. B. F. Keith died and left $500 
each to four Catholic Institutions and the rest of the estate went to her 
son, Paul? Gallagher and Shean were in ‘The Big Banner’ burlesque 
show in that year. And Fanny Brice made her big hit in Ziegfeld’s 
‘Follies’ singing ‘Lovie Joe.” Two years earlier, in 1908, Tony Pastor 
celebrated his 43rd anniver: manager. He sang his ‘Sara’s Young 
Man,’ which he first sang 43 years before. He announced after his act 
that he would put back the 50c scale from the 10-20 and 30. He didn't last 
long after that. 

When Bugs Baer made his vaudeville debut in Cleveland in Jan., 1926, 
he wrote the boys at the Friars: ‘I am at the Palace Theatre for seven days 
or less. I have a star dressing room in a revolving door, One critic said 
he always suspected the Cherry Sisters had a brother.’ 


ary as 


Best to the gang, sez 
Your pal, 
Lefty. 
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ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


Returning to Air Waves Tuesday, 
Coast-to-Coast Network in their ow 


Now on National 


Oct. 8, 7-7:30 p.m., on NBC 
n show for Camel Cigarettes. 
Release 


In “PARDON MY SARONG” 


A Mayfair Production—Universal Pictures Release 


Under 


Personal Management of EDWARD SHERMAN 





Audrey Christie Skipping ' Bismarck Hotel, Chi, 
From Divorce to Wedding | AR P 
ed Herring to Cops 


Chicago, Sept. 15. 








Audrey Christie, who last week | L . R ° WB Pi 
divorced Guy Robertson, left Chi- Nn 00D; evise IC 
cago Sunday for N. Y. and a new 
marriage. , mn 

Actress will shortly wed Donald | War Bros y igen mam. 
Briggs, radio, film stage actor now in vemtatege| ros. is making certain 


changes in its picture, ‘Secret Serv- 
to satisfy the censor board of 
the Chicago Police Department. Chi 
officials sought revisions re- 
| garding episodes showing the Bis- 
marck hotel here. 

Though the picture has been au- 
thenticated by cooperation from the 
| Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
| Chicago offcialdom requested that 
The Carlton Alsops (Martha Scott) |} scenes showing the Bismarck hotel) 
will probably spend the winter in! be eliminated. 

New York. Alsop is directing the | Revision requests will be com- 
| ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ radio program| plied with by WB and the hotel 
Saturday nights on NBC for Procter| reference and shots altered from 
& Gamble. Miss Scott may do a pic- | specific to nondescript. Jack L. War- 
ture for RKO, shooting scheduled to! ner was called upon personally on 
start in two weeks. After that she’s this request. 


‘The Willow and I,’ a drama by John HILL FLIRTING WITH 
‘CBS LOOKS AT H’WOOD’ 


Patrick, which Blackwell & Curtis 
Hollywood, Sept. 15. 


plan presenting on Broadway early 
in the winter. 
George Washington Hill, Ameri- 
can Tobocco Co. prexy, will buy the 


Miss Scott has recently turned down 
several picture offers, in every case 

, program, ‘CBS Looks at Hollywood,’ 

Actress and her husband /if the network produces a_ time 


Army as production engineer of ra- 
dio’s ‘Army Hour.’ 


. , 
; iC, 


essential nlisenthoericeeaiceni 


NO A.K. TYPE 
Martha Scott Rebels at Being Cast | 
That Way 


cago 








because the part was too old. She 
figures that after a succession of films 
in which she portrayed old women 
she might be identified only with 
aged roles, 








| went to the Coast last week, but he lagreeable to him. 


Lord & Thomas will be the ageney 
show. 


ireturned immediately to New York | 


to do the ‘Abie’ program. 


wn the 
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NIX ‘SPY UNDER EVERY BED’ | 





War Work Has Drained Off a Flock 
Of Heretofore Surefire Pix Writers 








World War II, which has seriously 
crimped output of name playwrights 
in legit, is also worrying the picture 
company story editors, who have 
seen many prolific producers of plots 
go all-out in the war effort. War 
tomes are plentiful, thanks to cor- 
respondents and refugees, but the 
once steady stream of mysteries, 
novels and short stories is turning 
into a trickle. 

Among the scriveners, whose out- 
put had provided a reservoir of ma- 
terial in the past, now in service 
are Frank Van Wyck Mason, a major 
in Special Services stationed in 
Washington, where he is trying to 
finish ‘Rivers of Glory’; C. S. For- 
rester, of ‘Captain Horatio Horn- 
blower’ fame, who is working full- 
time for the British Ministry of In- 
formation; Allen Bosworth, with Sat- 
evepost serials to his credit, now a 
lieutenant in the U. S. Navy; Gene 
Markey, screen scripter, in the Navy; 
Eric Hatch, responsible for ‘My Man 

(Continued on page 55) 


BERLE STILL 3A IN ARMY 
AND 1A FOR N.Y. MUSICAL 


Puzzled by one New York column- 
ist’s insistence that he had been re- 
classified into 1A, and hence his 
Shubert (Harry Kaufman) Broadway 
stage musical, ‘Needle in the Hay- 
stack’ is off, Milton Berle states he’s 








still 3A as befits a married man with | 


dependents (mother, brothers, 
Berle is going through with 
‘Needle,”” Uncle Sam and the Draft 
Board willing, of course (and so far 
as he knows, it’s OK with them), as 
soon as ‘Margin for Error’ is through. 
That's Berle’s film finale for 20th- 
Fox, starting Sept. 28 and due to end 
shooting Oct. 30. Berle figures on a 
Nov. 10 rehearsal call and a Xmas 
preem on Broadway. 

Jack Yellen and Ray Henderson 
have been set to do the songs; John 
Murray Anderson to stage. Binnie 
Barnes is alternate femme lead 
possibility, with Joan Blondell tied 
up by picture commitments. Ann 
Miller and the Jack Cole Dancers 
are set, and Kenny Baker may also 
be in it 


other 


an 


Hope Goes Mushing 
Through Alaska Camps; 


Hollywood, Sept. 15. 

Bob Hope planed for Alaska with 
Jerry Colonna, Frances Langford 
and Anthony Romano, accordion ac- 
companist, for an entertainment tour 
of Aleutian Islands camps sponsored 
by the Hollywood Victory Commit- 
tee and USO Camp Shows, Inc. 
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First air show of Hope’s new sea- 
son will be broadcast from Fort | 
Lewis, Wash., Sept. 22 


H’wood Canteen Ready 


Those Phoney Hose 


Hotel operaters are praying 
for a quick, long winter and a 
long-drawers fad. They’re now 
faced with a terrific new ex- 
pense, because of the women’s 
leg-painting fad. 

It’s difficult to wash out of the 
bedsheets and worse than lip- 
stick to get off a towel. 


DOUBLING EXTRAS ON 
STUDIOS’ TABU LIST 


Hollywood, Sept. 15. 
Two-timing film extras who work 
on night shifts in defense plants and 
answer picture cails in the day- 


time are being eliminated by the 
studios as result of complaints from 
atmosphere players who rely on film 
jobs as their sole means of livelihood. 

Casting departments and assistant 
directors have been instructed to 
drop the double-play boys, many of 
whom are late on morning calls and 
ask to be dismissed early to attend 
to their factory chores. 

















TOO MUCH WAR 
IN PIX, aAY OW 


H’wood Fails to Profit From 
England’s Experience and 
Keeps Turning Out Com- 
bat Films—Originality or 
Distinction Held Lacking 








WRONG SLANT 





Hollywood, Sept. 15. 

Hollywood production seems to be 
suffering from a complication of 
diseases—mostly acute war-itis—ac- 
cording to a diagnosis presented by 
Nelson H. Poynter ahd Warren H. 
Pierce, of the Office of War Infor- 
mation, who have held a _ bedside 
consultation on the case, seemingly 
without the -patient’s knowledge. 
They prescribe a war diet that has 
less in it of red-blood literature— 
and more of the war’s spiritual and 
psychic aspects, at the same time is- 
suing this warning: 

That an overdose of actual-com- 
bat pictures has been and still is in 
the making. And that a continuance 


will bring on chronic 


Sime 


indigestion, | 





Philly Canteen Burned at American 
Theatre Wing's Statement on Funds 





‘Elsie Jolson’ 

With Al Jolson doing an Elsie 
Janis as an overseas entertainer, 
Ben Bernie wheezes, from Chi- 
cago, that he’s gonna call him 
‘Elsie Jolson’ hereafter. 


RETAKES HOLD BENNY 
WEST UNTIL OCT. 12 


Hollywood, Sept. 15. 

Retakes on ‘The Meanest Man in 
the World’ at 20th-Fox are holding 
Jack Benny here and forcing him to 
revamp plans to do his first two 
broadcasts for the new radio season 
f-om New York. The tentative plan 
now is to air the opening duo from 


here and leave for New York, with 
the Grapenuts troupe, on Oct. 12, 
and stay east for about 10 weeks. 

The revised schedule will put Phil 
Harris on the first two shows instead 
of Harry James as originally planned. 
Latter has a deal for a pair, with 
options for another duo. 
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Quent Reynolds, on ‘Rest’ |; 
Visit to N. Y., Says ‘Flare’ | 
Is Best Play of the War 


Quentin emcee Collier’s wal 
| correspondent in London, is back in 
New York and reports ‘Flare Patl 


now playing in London, as the i 
play of World War II. He thought 
so much of it he w —— to buy it for 
America with Major Wally ae! 
ind Col. Russ Forgan, two 
pals now abroad, but the 1M 
have other ideas, Reynolds thinks 
this is the ‘Journey’s End’ of this | 
war. 
Niteries 





and cafes are booming | 
and the only headache is that liquor | 
will run out, as it often does, which | 
may sound like a Ripley excepting 
that under lease-lend Scotland sends 
as much of its wet goods to America 
as possible. 

Reynolds will probably 
England, as he 


return to 
‘doesn’t want to miss 


that Second Front’. When thatil 
come, he says, is conjectural, de- 
pending on whose judgment prevails 

the impatient politicians t] 
more surefooted army strategists 
who are not hu hurry 

Reynolds was last in Gotha 
|earlier in the summer, when |}! 

il eda t Vil Pe e. 


Hollywood, Sept. 15. 
Official opening of the Hollywood 
Canteen in the old structure known 
as The Barn, where many a nitery | 


is slated for 
cere- 


has opened and closed, 
Sept. 23 with appropriate 
monies. 

After that date, service men on 
leave will be furnished with food, 
vaudeville, music and dancing part- 
ners from 6 to 12 nightly. 





, . 
Fox’s Beaut Winner 
Minneapolis, Sept. 15. 
Patricia Tietz, who won the ‘Miss 
Minnesota’ contest to represent this 


State in the Atlantic City bathing 
beauty competition last year, is here 


visiting her parents en route to Hol- 
lywood with a 20th-Fox contract 
which starts Oct. 1. After Atlantic 
City she blossomed out as a night 
club dancer in New York and else- 
where. 

She was inked for the films during 
her engagement at the Copacabana, 
New York. 








Sheriff in Boxoffice At 
Sunbrock’s Coast Show 


Los 





Angeles, Sept. 15. 


Larry Sunbrock, Peck’s bad boy of 
the outdoor set, got into trouble 
again last week and had a county 


sheriff and marshal for company in 
the boxoffice at the Coliseum where 
he put on a thrill show and rodeo. 
Legal checkers left him clean when | 
they tapped the till for $3,700 for | 
back attorney fees and overdue per- | 
sonal notes, attaching his end of the | 
take and leaving him with just | 
enough coin to get to San Diego for | 
his next show. 


Unpaid debts dated back to 1940 | 
and were for $700 and $3,000. 
ing to collect on demand notes, cred- 
itors took the legal route, 


Fail- | 


} with a show script, 
| can’s.’ 


| chasers 


} opening Friday (18), 


| weeks, 


just as it did with the British film 
industry in which war-theme pic- 
tures are now persona non gratis. 


However, the diagnosticians did 
find that Hollywood ‘is moving 
steadily in the direction of giving 


the American public a better under- 
standing of the nation’s war prob- 
(Continued on page 55) 


SUNKIST, HEDDA 


PART COMPANY: 


Hollywood, Sept. 15. 
Sunkist and Hedda Hopper are 
| parting company Oct. 28, after three 
years. Columnist has other air deals 
working. 
Sunkist will probably replace her 
‘Today At Dun- 





Musso Too Remindful 
Of Benito, So Maestro 


Adopts Tag of Mason 


Vido Musso has 
Billy Mason 
eader discovered prospective 
of his fit were dubio 

the acceptance of the name 
Musso Acording to the _ leader, 
Music Corp. of America, his book- 
ers, found that when the band was 
offered to one-night bookers and 


changed his name 


to because the band- 
pur- 
out 


about 


reaction to the leader’s mon- 
icker. Many operators expressed 
the opinion that the resemblance of | 
the name to Mussolini could con- 
ceivably shy patrons away. 


Musso is the tenor sax player who | 


Goodman’s band to as- 
sume leadership of the late Bunny 
Berigan’s outfit. Musso has already 
been booked for the Arcadia Ball- 
room, N. Y., under his old name, 
and won't as- 
sume the new tag for several weeks. 
He is to close the Arcadia in two | 
then go back in as Billy 


left Benny 


Mason. 


Army Show Simulating 
Air Raid on U. S. City 
Clicks in Md. Preview 


Washington, Sept. 15. 


Uncle Sam has a brand new show, 





| ment’s 


and it’s a beaut. The War Depart- 
Civilian Protection 
staged a preview at College Park, 
Md., Friday night (11), and they’re | 
still talking about it. Plays the 
Grounds in N .¢ Sept 18-2 
then goes The War 
ment recently produced 
‘Army War Show,’ but this 
more general insight into the 
operandi of the U. S. Army. 
They call it ‘Action Overhead,’ 
it gives a dramatic and pyrotechnical 
demonstration of what might happen 
if Hitler flew some of his Junkers 
over a crowded area. 


and 
aiiu 


on tour 


modus 





lo- | 
cation operators there was a nega- | 
| tive 


| duction staff 


| Foy uni 


show is a sizzler. Nothing like it ||| 
since Luna Park at Coney Island | 
staged ‘Fighting the Flame 

First part of the show is a bomb 
exhibition. Captain Wilson explains | 
various types of explosive that 
vyreak havoc with citle Every- 
hing hor icluding the model 
lock buster The he 
the ite and magne x ¢ 
na Idie ro 1 yt} 

(Cont ( page 55) 


Charges WB Pirated 


‘Lie’ in $200,000 Suit | 


| 

| Los Angeles, Sept. 15. 

| Arnold Pressburger, 

| film producer, filed suit for 

| damages against Warners. 

| piracy in the production of 
| Great Lie,’ a Bette Davis starrer. 

| Plaintiff asserted he had bought 


rina Kaus 


Daven at 20th 


Hollywood, Sept. 15. 
| Andre Daven, the French film pro- 
}ducer who came to the U. S. with 
| Jean Gabin, joined the 20th-Fox pro- 


its author, 


He's be en 


Philadelphia, Sept. 15. 

Officials of the Philadelphia Stage 
Door Canteen are plenty indignant 
Over a statement in last week’s 
‘Variety,’ quoting the American 
Theatre Wing, parent body of the 
local group, as stating that it was 
using part of its funds to help sup- 
port the Philly unit. The Quaker 
City Canteen hasn’t received ‘a red 
cent’ from the American Theatre 
Wing, according to Livingston Sulli- 
van, chairman of the board of the 
Philly group. 

‘Not only has New York failed to 
give us any financial support,’ said 
Sullivan, ‘but they have stymied us 
in our efforts to raise money our- 
selves.’ 

Sullivan explained that the Phila- 
delphia Canteen had an offer from a 
local sponsor for a weekly radio 
broadcast from the canteen in the 
basement of the Academy of Music. 
The broadcast would have netted the 


(Continued on page 55) 


LONDON, TOO, GOES FOR 
BURLESQUE A LA LEGIT 


London, Sept. 15. 

London’s West End has adopted a 
|page from this year’s American 
stage with the revival during the 
past week of a burlesque-type show 
that has become clicko in the States. 

After 10 years, ‘Getting Gertie’s 
|Garter’ has reappeared, at the 
Strand, with the title of ‘Night of 
| the Garter.’ Opening last Wednes- 
|day (9), the farce was uproariously 
received despite its obvious out- 
moded theme. 














‘Good Night, Ladies, a modern 
version of the oldtime farce hit, 
‘Ladies Night in a Turkish Bath.’ is 
currently a long-run smash hit in 
Chicago, while ‘Star and Garter,’ 
Michael Todd’s New York $4.40-top 
burlesque revue, is a sock on Broad- 
way. Coming up is ‘Wine, Women 
and Song,’ glorified burleycue (mu- 
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Polo } 


Depart- | 
another | 
was a| 


and | 


Finish of the-}, 


independent | 
$200,000 | 
charging | 
‘The | 


the screen BS i to the novel from | 


assigned to the Bryan || 
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sical) due on Broadway Sept. 28; 
} also Barney Gerard's ‘Follies of the 
Day.’ 
Ij —————— 
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Sept. 15 Income Tax Retards Bond 


Drive But May Still Meet US. Quota 


September income tax payments 
and widely-published accounts of 
heavily increased taxation on 1942 


income have affected the film indus- 


try’s $1.000.000.000 War Bond drive | 


to some extent, but hope is still held 
out that the campaign will not con- 
tinue to bog down. 

With the U. S. Treasury reporting 
War Bond sales for Sept. 14 at $48.- 
890,000, bringing the total at 





| In the Army Now 


Hollywood, Sept. 15 


Male chorus hoofers, once a 
drug on the market, are so rare 
today that Albert Rogell has 


sent out a call for 16 of them, 
five weeks ahead of time. for his 
| Republic picture, ‘Hit Parade of 
1943.’ 


the | . : ; 
{ In two previous pictures he 
_—— ar 299 4° ; tas 
half-way mark to $329 ,434.000, film | couldn't find enough masculine 
{industry campaign workers believe 


there is a good chance of hitting the | 


official quota of $775,000,000 for the 
month. Figuring an average of $26,- 
000,000 daily in sales needed to reach 
the Treasury figure, the drive is only 
$31,000,000 or approximately one 
day’s sales behind the goal. 

In some 150 towns and cities where 
film stars made personal appearances 


$87,189,131 in bonds were sold, most 
of this money not yet being in the 
Treasury. 

Many cities meantime reported 


that their month's quota had been 
reached and that they are continuing 
to work for the 25°. surplus needed 
to reach the $1,000,000,000 mark. 
Scattered reports received from 
various parts of the country at War 
Activities Committee drive head- 
quarters continue encouraging. The 
Jimmy Cagney dinner in Michigan 
City, Ind. (population 26,000), sold 
$302,575 in bonds. The city’s Sep- 
tember quota was only $180,000. 
M. H. Evidon, exchange chairman 
for the WAC for lowa, reports the 
following ‘bond premieres’ already 
held in September: Paramount the- 
atre, Waterloo. $72,000: Iowa theatre. 
Cedar Rapids, $165,000; Capitol, 
Davenport, $275.000; Orpheum, Des 


Moines, $350.000: LeClaire, Milone 
and Fort theatres, Rock Island, 
$300,000. 

Meantime, Secretary Morgenthau 


last week issued a denial that he-had 
said voluntary savings had failed. 
The Treasury head declared he had 
stated, ‘The voluntary war 
program cannot alone close the gap 
between the amount of money avail- 
able for consumer spending and the 
supply of goods available for civilian 
use. 
the war demand that our sale of war 
bonds be continued and intensified. 
Much Namepower for N. Y. 

Bond drive comes to a close at 

11:45 p.m. on Sept. 30 at 


Hollywood’s top stars will roll in for 
the finale of the campaign Among 
those coming into New York for the 
bicwoff will be Rita Hayworth, Pat 
O’Brien, Paulette Goddard. Dorothy 


Lamour, Veronica Lake, 41 Jolson | 
(expected back from Ireland soon). 
et al. It’s hoped they will send the 
drive over the top : 


SELECTEES AT TEXAS AIR 
SCHOOL PRODUCE REVUE 


Hondo, Texas, Sept. 15 
A group of selectees with showbiz , : 
b: oo al ’ ad Lieut. Hiller Innes, USN 
ackground being trained at the Hiller Innes, production depart 
. in ill nnes, I icti -part- 
Army Air Force Navigation School | rie f ‘ ' 
: zs } ment executive and assistant to Rus- 
here, have produced their own re-| _.,, ; ‘ 
vue. ‘Bett Be Good’ : 1 t | sell! Holman at the Paramount home- 
vue, ‘Better Be Good,” and will tour | 
pecan iis) T office. obtained a leave of absence 
veral posts il *xas. 1 affert 
sah I t in - i a Po effective Monday (14) to go into the 
The show was strictly an off-the- 1] S Nav +1, oll ; . 
: U. ©. Navy, with grade of senioi 
cuff venture for the opening per- lieutenant : 

; ‘ lieutenant 
formance, with no scenery, a rented Wr ‘ Par { ” ; P Ses 
piano and all the performers. ex oy “ na aires ‘des 

‘ eriy eX€ e s LO Jesse 
cept female impersonators, working rs he ) ; a : : 
, is I a Las I oO une ¢ i 
in khaki This post is not on the : he % ae 
a - : Innes had previously been associatee 
USO-Camp Shows route sheet h Joseph P. Kennedy in film 
Troupers — in ed Pvt Sidney | ha —e ren oe ae 
: Culnpanies In Ww cn e@ iatter Vas 
Shannon, former drummer in the] terested me e bac} 

: | =\ SU 4 I DAaCK 
“Hellzapoppin pit orch Pvt Sammy No ccessor 10 Innes at the Pal 
Smith, produce and writer of! . 

’ : : 1 Da, anned 
vaude acts; Pvt. Sid Kraemer, clari- | : 
netist with Charles Barnet: Pvt Peyton Gibson In 
yle Wilson. bass ay rit} ar. | 6x0 , 
Glen ilsor : das playei with Bai | Peyton Gibson, 43, secretary of 
ney Rapp: Pvt. John Glasper, con- | Universal Pictures commissioned ip 
cert pianist, the Franklin Twins,| Aymy Air Forces. report ng to the 
who worked with Dante the Magi- | Officers Training School, Miami | 
cian, and Pvt. Alfred de la Fuente,| Beach. Gibson was a second lieu- 
radio actor. 


Salute for Ground Crew 


Hollywood. Sept 15. 

Mechanized and other earthbound 
soldiers who keep the planes flying 
will be dramatized in ‘Ground Crew,’ 
a two-recler showing all the com- 
plicated labor entailed in an air at- 
tack. 

Gordon Hollingshead produces the 
picture, under War Dept. supervi- 
sion, with Ward Wood and Bill 
Crago playing featured roles, 


bond | 


The mounting requirements of | 


Madison | 
Square Garden, N. Y, when some of | 


; terps. 





‘ 





Soldier Entertainment 
By Nation’s Symphs 


Cleveland, Sept. 15 


{ 

largest symphony orchestras was 
planned by symphony managers at 
their two-day convention in Cleve- 
Jand last week. 

C. C. Cappel, former manager of 
the National Symphony of Washing- 
ton and now manager of the concert 
division of the USO-Camp Shows, 
Inc., discussed with 14 leading sym- 
phony managers feasibility of put- 
ting the plan into immediate opera- 
| tion. Managers agreed to send Cap- 

pel lists of open dates on tours near 
cities with camps and Cappel will 
arrange camp concerts. 

Evidences of war-made problems. 


personnel fi 


imaxed discussion. 


orchestra 
forces, cl 


LL. Signal Corps H.0. 


| Dedication Next Tues. 
| abil 





Army Signal Corps Photographic 
|}Center in Long Island City, N. Y., 
|will be formally dedicated next 
|Tuesday (22) by General Dawson | 
| Olmstead, Chief Signal Officer of | 
| the Army. New York newspaper, 
magazine and radio people have 
| been invited for the occasion, the 
first opportunity they have had for 
an inside view of the setup 

Center was formerly the Para- | 


by Efectric Research Products. Inc 
It. was taken over by the Army la 
spring and has been extensively 
rerovated. Barracks have een 
| constructed in the studio and the 
|enlisted personnel lives there 
Colonel M. E Gillette. com- 
manding officer of the center, will 
| be host at the dedication and house- 
| warming. 
IN 





Talked in Cleveland 


Entertainment of soldiers at camps | 
hroughout the States by the nation’s 





with gasoline rationing and loss of | 
to = fighting | 


|'Grable and Victor 
lof the Town’ 
| Arthur). 


mcunt studio and was later operated | 


t i 


‘screen 
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Uncle Sam's Roll Call 











A 


WILLIE HOWARD 
2 Weeks, Forrest Theatre, Phila. 
: Alwavs magnificent and tre- 
mendously funny. .. .” 


RICHARD WATTS, SR. 
Herald Tribune. 
Is a funny man throughout, 
ax funnv as he has ever been in his 
varied career... .” 
ABEL GREEN, ‘Variety’. 
One of the funny men of ihe 
American Stage, E 


ROBERT SY 


and 


lone 


LVESTER, 
The News. 








COOPER - ‘PRIDE, 


SARONG 1-2 
IN CAMPS 


| popularity were Abbott & Costello's 


‘Pardon My Sarong,’ ‘Jackass Mail’ 
with Wallace Beery, “Tarzan’s New 
York Adventure’ (Johnny Weis- 


imuller), ‘Footlight Serenade’ (Betty 


Mature), “Talk 
(Ronald Colman-Jean 


A&C held their own in most mili- 
tary jurisdictions and when the final 
figures the year are tabulated 
they may give Bob Hope a run for 


for 


it as the fun champion with the 
soldiers. Picture buyers for men 
uniform have decided that the 

|} military will not go for the ‘deep 


dish’ stuff favored by the metropoli- 
Plenty of hokum 
escape celluloid is what the 


tan critics. 
camp 


UciiialiGs, 


Si A ee i in 
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Lieut. Richard Morris, Jr., 
Richard Morris, Jr.. formerly a 
member of the staff of the American 
Film Center, has graduated from Of- 
ficers’ Candidate School at Fort Mon- 
mouth, N. J., after a year the 


in 


Now a lieutenant, he’s 
assigned to the film unit at Wright 
Field, Dayton, O. 

James R. Handley, former Disney 
writer, ig also a recent grad of the 
|Signal Corps Officers’ School, fol- 
lowing service in the Fort Monmouth 





tenant in the U. S. Air Service dur- | 
& the World War I at the age of 18. | 


Training Film Production unit there. | 
currently | 


training film outfit. He’s now 
signed to a photo company at Camp 
Crowder, Mo. 

Don Tolliver, former announcer 
nd head of the special events 
partment of WOWO-WGL 
Wayne, has enlisted in the Army 
Force , 

Robert Cade Wilson 
CBS to j 
An 


a 
Air 


Jr Vi } ‘ quit 
( staff of The 
Weekly, has been commis- 
sioned a captain the U. S. Army 
His assignment is with the Provost 
Marshal General's Department 
Fred Bartholdi, for years a theatre 
manager with the Skouras circuit 
the Greater New York 
went into the Army last week. Lately 
managing the Crotona in the Bronx, 
Bartholdi was for several years man- 
ager of the Stoddard, N. Y. 
Rosanna Kennedy, telephone op- 
erator at the RKO exchange in New 
York and with the company 16 
(Continued on page 25) 


eee 


the sales 


erican 


in 





RKO’s Ciggie Fund 


John Farmer, RKO home office 
personnel manager, has inaugurated 


weekly collections among staff to 
provide bundles of cigarets, razor 
blades, chocolates, etc., for men in 


the armed forces formerly on the 
RKO payroll. 

Collections, running at the rate of 
approximately $2,500 a vear, will be 
matched by equal contribution from 
the company. 


Changing Viewpoint 


One of the most appreciative 
letters commending the Ameri- 
can Theatre Wing's Stage Door 
Canteen was received by Bert 
Lytell at CBS last week, partly 
inspired by his participation in 
the Canteen radio show. It read: 

‘On behalf of my husband and 
myself I want to say your radio 
show is grand and I regret to 
tell you I have never seen a live 
theatre performance. I have 
been brought up to believe that 
actors were a loose-living kind 
of folk. My boy is stationed 
near N. Y. and goes to the Stage 
Door Canteen and he writes me 
what a warm-hearted, decent- 
living people you theatrical folk 
are. So may a southern Method- 
ist mother say ‘God bless you 
all.’ 








USO Set to Give 


Shows at 1,250 


Service Bases 


Task set for itself by USO during 
the coming year to entertain men in 
uniform at Army camps, Navy bases, 
stations and posts covering wide 
territory is enormous. It's proposed 
to give some kind of a in 
around 500 750 


show 


large camps and 


;smaller concentration points at least 


In the smaller 
spots it is planned to send units of 


every other week. 


four or five people, probably a quar- 





' 
and | 


| Canteen, 


as- | 


de- | 
' 
Fort | 


in | 
territory, | 


lage by vaude and musical units. Bert 
least | 


Lytell is aiming to have at 


feight legit shows on the large camp 


lteen radio program, has declined ace 
Peer : ‘ , . ‘ 

lceptance of the allowance made him 
| by Equity since he started devoting 
jall his time to shows for the service 
|men. 
| $8,000 a year for the war work ac- 


circuits. 
appearing 


Lytell, by the way, since 
on the Stage Door Can- 


Equity originally granted him 


tivity, 


+ 


not as president of the asso- 


iclation. 


| 
| 


STILL JOLT T0 
HOLLYWOOD 


Hollywood, Sept. 15. 


Limit of 5,000 miles per year on 
auto driving is causing apprehen- 
sion among thousands of film work- 
ers, ranging from studio execs to 
extras. With the picture plants 
scattered all around the Los Angeles 
districts, there are literally thou- 
sands who average 10,000 to 12.000 
miles annually for purely business 
reasons, without Sunday driving or 
pleasure tours. 

Many of the high-salaried actors 
have closed their mansions in the 
hills and rented rooms in Holly wood 
hotels to save mileage. In the lower 
financial brackets, the players, tech- 
nicians and white collar workers are 
organizing ‘share your car’ clubs to 
economize on tires ‘and gas. Hardest 
hit are the extras. who have no regu- 
lar jobs and are called upon to travel 
long distances to far flung siudios in 
a community where trolley and bus 
service has not caught up with the 
spreading population. 

Serious kink in the gas rationing 
is that hundreds of players, tech- 
nicians and exces are working on 
official War Training films for the 
Government although they are not 
classed as essential war industry 
workers, 





SPECIALIST RATING NIX 





IRKS SHOWFOLK IN NAVY 


There’s much to-do from ex-show 
people now in the Navy, about the 
‘closed’ entertainers specialist rating, 
of which singer Tony Martin was the 
first—and last. It was hoped that, 


| with Martin’s induction as a special- 


ist, he would pave the way for more 


;such assignments in the Navy, com- 


Washington, Sept. 15 tet, plus a comic or m.c., the outfit | 
‘Pride of the Yankees’ was the/traveling in a truck Such shows | 
August topper in the 800-odd theatres | are called ‘sing song units.’ 
|serviced by the Army Motion Pic- | USO has allocated $4,000,000 for 
ture branch. Whether it was Gary /the entertainment, but whether that 
Cooper or the late Lou Gehrig, fact | will be sufficient is a question. An- 
is feature was a pulier in all camps lother problem is where to get the 
Others in the order of theirjentertainers for such a vast cover- 


| 


| 


| 


| 


} 


Newest canteen idea is planned by | 


socialites 
Charles 
ms. Be 


in the mansion of the late 
Steele, 1i East 62nd street, 
It is not expected to compete 
the American Theatre Wing 
not being eqttipped for 
entertainment 


with 


professional 


basement tap room, provided it gets 
the Army nod. 


L.A. to N. Y. 
Lita Bauei 
Jerry Brandt 
Charles Buckley. 
Tom Connors 
George 
Donald 
Florence 
Vil 


Joe 


Dembow. 
Duke. 
Eldridge. 
Field. 
Glaser. 
Paulette Goddard. 
John Gunther. 
Hal Hackett. 
Oscar Hammerstein II. 
Paul Harrison, 
Hal Horne. 
Mervin Houser. 
Bob Hussey, 
Bill Kupper. 
Albert Lewin. 
Frederic March 
Joy Martin. 
Elsa Maxwell. 
Louis B. Maver 
Ray Milland. 
John G. Paine. 
Gail Patrick. 
N. Peter Rathvon. 
Aubrey Schenck. 
Spyros Skouras. 
Andy Smith. 
Howard Strickling. 
Walter Wanger, 
Bob Welch 


Rillla 





Kenneth Young 


Build- | 


| 
| 
| 


ithrough Tobruk. 


j 


parable to the special service in the 
Army, which permits for much 
morale activity by actors, producers, 
etc., serving in the armed forces. 

Showfolk in the Navy say that 
branch of service requires more at 
home entertainment, instead of de- 
pending on the sporadic visitors from 
the outside. 


C. Felix Jenkins Now 
Reported Safe in Libya 


Felix Jenkins, secretary and 


gen- 
eral attorney of 20th-Fox, has re- 
ceived official words that his son, 


C. Felix, with Allied forces in L 


bya, 
safe following the German push 
He is one of three 


YyYas 


sons in the service. 

Word on Felix’s safety was forth- 
coming only a short time after Alge 
J. Jenkins, a nephew, serving in 
{the Canadian unit of the RAF, was 
reported dead by the British. He 
had been listed as missing since 


jing was bought by the American 
Heroes Foundation and. after the 
war, will convert it into a hall of 
|war heroes. Debutantes will con- | 
duct tea dances, full course dinners 
will be served, prepared by chefs 
from leading hotels, in two large 
|rooms figured to accommodate 500 
men. It is tentatively proposed to 
serve champagne and wines in a 





| 





March 27, following a raid over Ger- 
many, but the Jenkins family had 
held out hopes he might have landed 
safely after being hit. Alger had 
been raised by the Jenkins family 
and was regarded as their own son. 

Jenkins’ eldest son, Dan, presently 


is in the U. S. Army armored di- 
;vision. The third son and youngest. 
Peter, is serving in the U. S. Army. 


} 


| 





| Lieut. J. C. Palms of Det. 


A Casualty at Dieppe 
Detroit, Sept. 15 

Belated casualty lists from the 
Commando raid at Dieppe included 
the first Michigan man connected 
with the film industry to be listed 
as a war fatality. We was Lieut 
James C. Palnis, of the socially 
prominent family here which owns 


the Palms-State theatre, first-run 
loop house. 

Young Palms had enlisted with 
the Essex Scottish, Windsor, Ont., 


regiment across the river from here, 
and went overseas with the first Ca- 
nadian forces, The theatre. now 
operated by the United Detroit 
chain, took the Palms name at the 
time the management was switched 
over. 





N. Y. to L. A. 
Carlton Alsop. 
Arthur Nichaud. 
Martha Scott, 
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Thawing of $52,000,000 U.S. Film Coin 


is 
. 4 


SIZE OF BLOCKS, 


In England Now Starting to Look Up pr JECTION IN AIP 





While no official announcement 
bas been made by the Motion Pic- 
ture Producers & Distributors Assn., 
the U. S. State Department or the 
British government representatives, 
finalizing of an agreement to un- 
{reeze some $52,000,000 in American 

istributor money held in Great 
Stain appears nearer this week. 

n foreign department quarters it 
was quite generally known that the 
prospect of a satisfactory solution is 
brighter presently than at any time 
since negotiations were opened 
months ago. R. G. Somervell, Brit- 
ish Board of Trade secretary, who’s 
been in Washington on the coin pact, 
presently is in Hollywood. 

Latest indication is that final de- 
tails may not be worked out imme- 
diately but that actual announce- 
ment may wait until near Oct. 25, 
the date when present coin pact with 
Britain expires. Final quarterly 
payment of $5,000,000 is due Ameri- 
¢an distributors at that time, clear- 
ing up the $20,000,000 which the 
British government allowed to be 
remitted to U. S. in the 12-month 

eriod ending next month. The 
B5,000,000 total covers the amount 


impounded in London during the 

three years frozen money agree- 
ments have been in effect. 
American film industry has not 


retreated from its original plea that 
it is entitled to 100% of all revenue 
collected from distribution in the 
British Isles. Understood that cur- 
rent negotiations also are incorpo- 
rating the idea that no future dis- 
tribution coin of U. S. companies 
will be frozen in Britain after 
current pact is concluded. 
Hays Non-Committal 

Will Hays, head of MPPDA, who 
is personally supervising negotiations 
for unfreezing the money, is re- 
ported to have been in Washington 
several times in the last two weeks 
in connection with the frozen coin 
problem. He continues silent on the 
negotiations, and will offer no com- 
ment until actual announcement of 
arrangements is ready. 

As goon as the frozen money prob- 
lem is cleared up in Britain, it is 
xpected that an early solution may 
forthcoming in Australia and 
New Zealand, since both have taken 
their cue from action taken by 
Britain. 

There is a chance some re- 
port on the British money situation 
wil] be made at the adjourned 
MPPDA directors meeting likely to 
be held later this week. 


that 





Britain’s Somervell 
Overcome by H’wood’s 
Vastness, but He’s Hep 


Holiywood, Sept. 15. 
To the eyes of an uninhibited be- 
holder, encou the thing for 
the first Holiywood can be a 
slightly with a top 
something out 


and One 


ntering 
time, 
fabulous scene, 
dressing as gaudy as 
of Schehezarade’s Thousand 
Nights. And 


as pantaloons 


underneath as 
hung out to dry. 

Consequently, R. G. Sommervell, 
secretary of the Board of 
Trade, comes by 
estly when he confesses, 
hourg here, to a certain 
confusion. That might be natural 
enough in any circumstances, but it 
just happens that he’s being guest- 
conducted about town by Charles 
Francis Coe, of the Hays organiza- 
tion, 
with ‘Socker’ Coe is entitled to a 
degree of bewilderment. 

The British visitor, here to gain 
film-production ideas for the benefit 
of the industry abroad, admits to 
a surfeit of blurred impressions, 
which currently seem somewhat out 
of drawing, and only one convic- 
tion, namely: 

That his visit will be of iasting aid 
to film production in England. And 
that this industry, almost 


British 


sense of 


at the close of the first World War, 
(Continued on page 18) 


the | 


+; 








empty | 


the emotion hon- | 
after 48 | 


And anyone seeing Hollywood | 








Gilt to the Hilt 


Hollywood, Sept. 15. 


Life in Hollywood will be a 
golden symphony for Tommy 
Dorsey for the next six months, 
during which he will luxuriate 
in a Beverly Hills mansion with 
a retinue of five servitors from 
his New Jersey castle, including 


Cy Smith, combined chauffeur 
and bodyguard, whose former 
boss was Joe Louis, knuckle 


monarch. 

The Beverly Hillside palace 
was built by George Fitzmaurice 
in the gilded days of pictures. 








iN. Eu 
luled to return home yesterday (Tues- | 
defunct | 


CHI AGAIN CO-OPS IN 
GREEK RELIEF DRIVE 


Chicago, Sept. 15. 
Chicago will again cooperate in 
the new Greek War Relief drive to 
collect $470,000 in the Chicago area. 
More than 1,000 attended rally at the 
Morrison Hotel Thursday night (10) 
started 





to spearhead drive which 
Friday. 

Dr. Homer W. Davis, former pres- | 
ident of Athens College in Greece, 
said money will be used to transport 
American government-supplied food | 
to war-stricken Howel W. 
Murray, chairman of the Chicago 
Citizen’s Committee and Stephen C. 
Stephano, Greek philanthopist, also 
spoke, outlining plans for drive. 


areas. 


Rathvon Sets Up New 
RKO Auditing System 





N. Peter Rathvon, RKO prexy, re- 
turned from the Coast Monday (14) 
and went into a huddle with the 


board of directors to discuss the ap- 
internal auditing | 
RKO Radio Pictures. 


function as an 


pointment of an 


committee for 


Committee is to 





auxiliary service to Price, Water- 
house, similar to unit currently 
operating with RKO Service Corp, 


Rathvon OK 


Hollywood, 


Sept. 13 


N. Peter Rathvon, president of 
RKO, expressed complete satisfac- 
tion with Charles Koerner’s present | 
studio o1 ganization in a statement 
to executives on the lot before he| 
left for New York. During his stay 
in town Rathvon looked over six} 
high-budget productions and voiced | 
his confidence in the way the stu lio | 
ig being run, 

De l th final disposal of 
two pictures were left in abey ance, | ad 
They are Orson Welles’ ‘It’s All| 
True’ and Pare Lorentz's “Name, Age | 
and Oc a 


ONCE A MENACE— 


George Sanders Wants to Reform, So 
Oth Benches Him 


Holly wood, Sept. 15 
George Sanders is going on the 
1-Fox again, this 
time for his ref i ‘to play a heavy 
role in ‘The Immortal Sergeant.’ He 
was recently removed from the pay- 
roll for balking at the title part in 
‘The Undying Monster.’ 
Actor declares he is sick of s 
villainy and wants to play a human 
being for a change. 


u 


suspended list at 


reen 


Schaefer Out of Hosp |v. 
George J. Schaefer, in the Hark-}¥ 
Pavilion of Medical Center, |! 
for several weeks, hed- } 


ness 
was Sc 


day) for convalescence, 
He has been under treatment for a 
bladder condition. 


| RKO but Metro is not 


; not 


Distribs May Permit Exhibs 
to Buy Portions of a Group 
to Get Around a Cancella- 
tion Such as Metro Is 
Granting — Under Decree 
Buyers Skipped Certain 
Blocks 


METRO PRECEDENT 


Pending a greater amount ol ac- 
tivity in selling 1942-43 product, con- 
siderable speculation is being 
aroused in the trade with respect to 
future policy and whether the lead 
taken by Metro in offering an initial 
block of eight pictures, plus can- 
cellation privileges, will be followed 
either voluntarily or as result of ex- 
hibitor pressure. 

In some sales quart@s, the only 
answer at this time is a shrug of the 
shoulders. That goes for the size of 
later blocks of film as well as for 
rejection rights, but indicated in 
certain distribution circles that sell- 
ing very probably may become more 
flexible than in the past, 
the liberal can- 
cellation Metro is offering its ac- 
counts, sales sources defend the 
| position of other decree companies 


Commenting on 


in various ways. Among other things, 
hinted that perhaps Metro is con- 
fident that most exhibs won't want 


to reject any of,the pictures in the 
company’s first block of eight or that 
where they have a right to cancel 
out two they may pass up only one 
picture. 
hand Metro 
voluntarily 
and 


However, on the other 
sets a precedent by 
granting a_ cancellation 
sumedly would have to 
on its second and third 
gardless of quality of 
demand, 


blocks, 
the 


re-| 
films or 


Metro’s Schedule 


Metro is permitting 
two out of eight 
rentals run to $100 and 
the 
If other 
eight, 


rejection of! 
one where} 


blocks run higher than | 
the percentage of cancellation | 


7‘ 
4 





as- 
do the same | 





| 








} 
| 
| 
| 


where average! 


would drop in accordance with the| 


number grouped for sale at one time 
At the same time Par, Warners, 20th 
and RKO might also schedule large1 
five in the intone but 
presently the official policy of ; 

to offer no more than five at a pk 
Certain pictures are being sold| 
Singly by Warners, Par, 20th ‘and 
doing so 


1 ’ 1. a ¢ 
biocks than 


under the decree 


.| from this practice 


In doubling up two groups 
(Continued = on page 18) 


| 
| 
J 


and | 
also shied away | 


4.000, 


000 From UA for Par’s P 


IX 


ill Permit (1) Costly New Prods. 
And (2) Faster Playoff of Films 





' 
' 


Really Reaching 


——s 


Hollywood, Sept. 15. 


Leading men are so _ scarce 
these days that Metro has 
prowled the field of education 
and signed Donald Curtis, mas- 
ter of arts and former profes- 
of drama at Northwestern 
and Duquesne Universities. 

Studio scout discovered him 
directing a college play and de- 
cided he was a better actor than 


sor 


any of his students. He looks 
more like a varsity tackle than 
a prof. 








LARRY KENT ASSISTANT 
TO SPYROS SKOURAS 


Berth of executive aide to Spyros 
Skouras, 20th-Fox prexy, goes to 
Larry Kent, who headed up the Fox- 
West Coast film buying department. 
He will headquarter in New York. 

His post has been taken over by 
Fred Stein, Fox-West Coast head 
booker, with that job passing to his 
Bert Pirosh, 





aSSistant, 





‘Six New Board Execs 


For Pic Scribes Guild 


Hollywood, Sept. 15. 

Six new members were appointed 
to the executive board of the Screen 
Writers Guild to fill wartime va- 
cancies. Newcomers are Nat Perrin. 
Paul Gangelin, Stanley Roberts, 
Harry Jurnitz, Art Arthur § and 
Harold Buchman, 

Going out are Leonard Lee, Stan- 
ley Rubin and George Oppenheime: 
into the armed forces, Paul Franklin 
and Allen Rivkin, who resigned be- 


cause of stress of work in oem | tures 
average runs from $100 to $250. | war 


activities, and Sidney Buchman, 


former prexy, now a production 
executive at Columbia, 
U. S. Still After Bioff 


Hollywood, 


Sept. 15. 
Despite the calendar 


| the income tax case against Willie 

Bioff in Federal Court, it ig under- 

stood the Government wiil press the 
| charge. 


»f five; 


Meeting of the board of d 

yf 20th-Fox tomorrov I | 
nderstood primari fo 2 pul 
pose of setting executive status for} 


Joseph M. Schenck. Schenck 
accounts, is the largest 
shareholder in the yt sad 
approximately 11% of the stock 
possibly controlling more 
Indications are that Schenck is t 
resume as an important factor i 
guiding company affairs through 
difficult wartime period, whether or 
his office is given offcial title. 
He had resigned as chairman of the 
board, a still un filled post. 
Darryl F. Zanuck’s entry into the 
S. Army on a fulltime basis, 
les with Schenck’s return Wil- 
iam Goetz, 20th-Fox v.p., who ar- 
rived from the Coast with Fred L. 
Metzler, studio treasurer, is also to 
attend the board meeting tomorrow. 


from 
individual 
owning 
and 


a) 
in 


the 


Schenck’s eastern 
parole Oct. 28. 


Joe Moskowitz, 
rep, is eligible for 


20th-Fox Board Meeting Thurs. (17) °° 
To Set Joe Schenck's Exec Duties e213 gn 


The labor leader is now 
on an extortion rap. 


serving 10 
years 








BRYAN FOY EXEC AIDE 





| 


E 
i 
fe 


dismissal st | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


TO BILL GOETZ AT 20TH,» 


Holl lywood, Sept. 15 
Bryan Foy will serve as executive 
assistant to William Goetz who heads 
20th-Fox production for the dura- 


tion. The many pictures assigned 
to Foy will be spread around to 
other producers with only few re- 


; ; —% V- 
maining on his slate, 


Col. Darryl Zanuck left Saturday 


(12) for Washington to spend the 
week there on Signal Corps matters 
| Goetz is now in New York f for 20th- 


colin- | 


Fox directors meeting. 

Two pictures on Zanuck’s personal 
production slate were turned over to 
others, ‘The Immortal Sergeant’ to 
Lamar Trotti and ‘The Moon is 
Down’ to Nunnally Johnson, who _is 
currently working on the screen- 


play. 


ito arrange for 











Importantly actuating Paramount 
in its willingness to turn over 1942- 
43 product, already completed, to 
United Artists, is said to be the feel- 
ing by Y. Frank Freeman and other 
Par execs that the cash sum to be 
realized by the company could be 
immediately utilized to produce sev- 
eral high-budget films. 

Since around $4,000,000 is involved, 
unless the deal again changes, 
pointed out Freeman could try for 
four big pictures with $1,000,000 to 
spend on each. Meantime, with Par 
not needing all the film it now has 
on hand, the company’s inventory 
would be reduced, while the sales 
department at the same time would 
not have tc bother with westerns. 
From reports, it plans getting out of 
that field entirely. 

The Harry Sherman westerns, re- 
leased by Par for several years, have 


be€@n running to an average of 
around $90,000 in negative cost. 
Under Par’s arrangement with Sher- 


man, he is paid a salary plus a per- 
centage over a fixed rental return on 
each western, 

In addition to the Sherman west- 


erns, known as the Hopalong Cas- 
sidys, the UA deal as of yesterday 
(Tuesday) called for four others, 
These include two films which Par 
peimitted Sherman to produce this 
year, ‘Silver Queen’ and ‘American 
Empire,’ as well as two studio-pro- 
duced features, ‘Young and Willing’ 
ind ‘I Married a Witch. However, 
last reported that Grad Sears, work- 


ing on the deal with Freeman, may 
b2 able to get an additional feature 
or two. 

‘Young and Willing’ is based on 
the stageplay, ‘Out of the Frying 
Pan’ and has William Holden, Susan 
Heyward, Eddie Bracken, Robert 
Benchley and others in the cast. 

The other, ‘Married a Witch’ is a 
Preston Sturges production with 
Fredric March, Veronica Lake, Susan 
Hayward, and others. 


Noted in inner circles that Par’s 
willingness to sell some of its pic- 
to U A is no doubt influenced 


i part by the fact that Par is a big 
cus “1 er of UA through the playing 
UA product in the majority of its 


theatres Company in many cases 
UA franchises. Thus, Par’s 
th ieatres have been slight of UA 

pl I over the summe! 
aI 30, Pai h yuses will be playing 
the Pat pictures turned over to UA, 
iding the westerns where used, 
and will get earlier availability on 
I mn tnar if waiting for ‘Par’ wn 


aqepartment to reiease 


In Time for Sales Conv. 
Hollywood, Sept. 15. 
The Paramount product deal with 
United Artists is to be worked out 
with Ed Raf- 
returning @ast to Zn 


Par office chiefs or 


within the next vy VECK, 
tery eithet 
wit! 


deal ‘ 


} ri yu 3 
yd t Wil be reieasea DY t A, 
Pa financing al fu Sher- 
nan pik including tnose made ior 
UA relea 

[t ected that ne ) e 

} » UA v lb ir! j I 

! e toa ww UA to no 
them to it ales organization at the 
Chicago meeting scheduled for Sept, 


28 Crrad Sear headed east tonight 


the Chicago session. 

Company toppers look to a round- 
ed pi with releases set on a 
basis which will provide exchanges 
with product all the year round and 
end inactivity in the field from May 


ogram 


to September as in the past few 
years, 
Sessions in Chicago for the pure 


pose of outlining sales and merchan- 


dising policies for forthcoming prod- 
uct wiil ye attended by David Selz- 
nick, Hunt Stromberg, Edward 
Small, Charles R. Rogers and Ar- 
nold Pressburger, each discussing his 
individual product. Raftery and 
Sears will also address the sales 
LI sup 











sea 


—— —— 


6 PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 16, 1942 





Pix Look to Get a Break on Taxes; 
No Upping on Admish or Raw Film 








Washington, Sept. 15. 
For the first time in several years, 


the film industry apparently has 
been successful in avoiding any 
threat of stiffer admissions levies 
and is half-way victorious at the 


present stage in preventing boost in 
the rate on raw film. The ponderous 
war revenue bill, now being polished 
up by the Senate Finance Committee 
and due for presentation next week 
to the upper branch of Congress, has 
skipped over the existing 10% tariff 
schedule and knifed the House- 
approved increase in the current 
10% footage bite. 

Though industry watchers are 
keeping their fingers crossed until 
the tax legislation gets to the White 
House, feared swipes at the picture 
business did not materialize. No 
public suggestion was made—not 
even by the frantic Treasury ex- 
perts who directed attention at vir- 
tually every other excise on the 
books—that the gouge of boxoffice 
patrons should be made more severe. 
None of the solons—who last year 
were more temperate than their 
House colleagues, even mentioned 
the possibility of helping close the 
gap between Federal income and 
outgo by upping the rate. (Last 
year there was real danger the im- 
post might be hiked to 15%, but this 
finally was overcome in the Senate.) 

Newsreels retain their exemption 
from any footage levy, and the Sen- 
at» group officially decided to re- 
tain the present scale on photo- 
graphic equipment (10%) though the 
House bumped this to 25%. 

That $25,000 Maximum 

President Roosevelt often-urged 
$25,000 ceiling on salaries was ash- 
canned formally when the Senate 
Finance crew rewrote the income 





tax schedules. The effect of the 
steep jumps in the personal levies, 
however, means that nobody in the, 
whole nation will have much, if any, 





over $25,000 when he gets through 
paying off the revenuers. Senator 
Walter George, Senate Committee 
chairman, jocularly observed, ‘Look 
at those rates and you’ll see that not 
many will be able to keep more than 
$25,000,’ when asked what the group 
felt about putting a rigid maximum 
On the amount any individual could 
pecket in a year. Under the pro- 
posed scales, an individual would 
have to rake in a gross of around 
$5,000,000 in order to keep $25,000 
above his tax liability. 

The ticklish issue of excess profits 
levies and post-war refunds has lit- 
tle significance fer the film industry 
Under the present scale, the money- 
making corporations in all branches 
of the picture business pay only a 
driblet to the Government in the 
form of excess profits taxes. For 
1940, last year for which detailed 
data is available, the amount still 
was only seven figures, though con- 
siderably higher, on a percentage 
basis, than in 1939. 





No Traveling to Grid 
Games Should Help B.0. 


Minneapolis, Sept. 15. 
Theatres are expected to benefit 
from a request of J. B. Eastman, 
federal transportation director, to 
discourage all travel to out-of-town 
football games by fans, even to the 





exient of refusing to place on sale| 
in the home cities any tickets for | 


games away that require use of 
transportation facilities. 
Minnesota ordinarily plays three 


out-of-town games each season and 
the usual hegira of fans to 


as 10,000, adversely affecting week- 
end theatre business here at those 
times. 


SOEG to Conciliation 


Hollywood, Sept. 15. 

The dispute between the Screen 
Office Employees Guild and major 
exchanges goes to the Conciliation 
Service of the U. S. Dept. of Labor 
for adjudication following the dis- 
agreement over the naming of a 
third man to sit in on the settlement. 

SOEG refused to accept any of the 
eight arbiters named by the ex- 
changes while the latter vetoed the 
four candidates offered by SOEG, 
which resulted in the complete col- 
lapse of negotiations. 














these | 


contests runs from 2,000 to as high|from the east to size up the studio 


| 
vt 


Gable Pic to Young 


Hollywood, Sept. 15. 

Robert Young draws the 

originally intended for Clark Gable 

as co-star with Lana Turner in 
‘Nothing Ventured’ at Metro. 





Wesley Ruggles directs the Pandro | 


Berman production. 


RKO REELS OFF SIX 
GALLOPERS IN 8 WEEKS 


Hollywood, Sept. 15. 
RKO claims a galloping record for 
the completion of six Tim Holt west- 
erns in e?ght weeks. Directors used 
whip and spur to finish the series 
before the star entered the Army. 
In addition to setting a track rec- 
ord the jockeys whittled $25,000 off 
the total budget. 


Hays Office Mulling 
OK on Indie’s Reissue 














Plea from Capital Pictures for 
Hays office okay on ‘Blonde Captive’ 
has resulted in no decision. 

Manny Radin, for Capital, ex- 
plained why he believed the picture 
should be given a code seal. Colum- 
bia first released it with full author- 
ization of the Hays office in 1933 
and Capital, reissuing the picture at 
the present time, and hopes to open 
the picture on Broadway in one of 
the Brandt houses. MPPDA objected 
to the miscegenation angle in the 
film as it now stands, story relating 
the marriage of a white woman to a 
bushman native of northwestern 
Australia, with a half-caste boy born 
to the union. Radin contended it 
was not within the province of the 
MPPDA to object to such, since he 
charged miscegenation is not barred 
oy N. Y. City or New York state 
statute. 

Matter was taken under advise- 
ment, with directors promising to 
look at the reissue version of ‘Cap- 
tive’ before passing judgment. Cap- 
ital feared that elimination of so 
many scenes would mar the produc- 
tion and wanted a seal so that it 
would be eligible to play theatres of 
MPPDA subsid theatres. 





Road Accident Deprives 
Exhib of New Pix Shows 


Minneapolis, Sept. 15. 


Many theatres in northern Min- 
nesota had to go dark one night last 
week when a truck carrying film 
turned over off the road into Leach 
Lake in trying to avoid hitting a 
trailer. Bennie Berger’s Chief the- 
atre, Bemidji, had a sign on its 


canopy reading, ‘Gunga Din in Leach | 


Lake.’ 

Boys were employed to dive into 
18 feet of water to bring up as many 
of the cans of film as possible. By 
rushing the rescued film to the ex- 
changes’ drying rooms here before 


they had dried out, some cf it was | 


salvaged. 





IBEW’S H’WOOD SURVEY: 





IATSE Prexy Due West For Im- | 


portant Confabs 





Hollywood, Sept. 15. 
Ed Bieretz, assistant to Ed Brown, 
IBEW International prez, arrived 


situation and determine what 
lengths IBEW can go toward control 
of directors of photography, elec- 
tricians and gaffers. 

Conference with local union heads 
set for remainder of the week. 
Richard Walsh, the IATSE prexy, is 
reported heading this way for a 
series of all important confabs. 





B.O. Chiseler in Unie 


San Francisco, Sept. 15. 
Arrested for impersonating a sol- 
dier, Robert M. Capelle, 20, told 
Federal Judge A. F. St. Sure that 
he wore the uniform of an Army 


sergeant just to take advantage of 


the reduced rates for service men at 
motion picture theatres, despite the 


fact he earned $63 a week as a ship- | 





yard worker. 


spot | 





Studio Contracts 











Hollywood, Sept. 16. 

Harry Horner, New York stage 
designer, signed by Sol Lesser. 

Ann Savage handed stock player 
contract by Columbia. 
| Kent Smith signed to act for Hunt 
| Stromberg when not busy at RKO. 
John Jacoby drew scripting con- 
|tract at Universal. 
Yvonne De Carlo, dancer with 
|Earl Carroll’s show, signed a Para- 
|} mount. 

Marjorie Deanne inked player 
contract at Paramount. 
Pat O’Brien signed to make one 
picture a year for Universal, 
Bruce Bennett’s§ acting 
lifted by Columbia. 

Alice Kirby drew player ticket at 
Paramount, 

Connie’ Gilchrist 
ticket at Metro. 

John Archer inked stock player 
contract at 20th-Fox. 


43 RINGS OUT 
BS AT 20TH 


Hollywood, Sept. 15. 

When the bells ring next New 
Year's Eve they will sound the knell 
of ‘B’ productions at 20th-Fox. After 
Jan. 1 all features filmed on the 
Westwood lot will be in the ‘A’ class, 
according to Spyros Skouras, out- 
lining the 1942-43 program to 60 
western division delegates at the 
company’s regional convention here. 

This season's production budget, 
Skouras told the delegates, will 
amount to approximately $22,000,000, 
ia hoist of $5,000,000 over last season. 
| The coin will be spent on 45 upper- 
| bracket pictures and an _ undeter- 


| 


| mined number of shorts. 


‘Senator Ball, Friend 
Of Films, Renominated 


Minneapolis, Sept. 15. 
U. S. Senator J. H. Ball, former 
| Twin City newspaperman and 
| staunch friend of the film industry, 
| who, in a campaign address, praised 
‘Mrs. Miniver,’ ‘The Invaders’ and 
‘This Above All’ as fine influences 
On morale, was re-nominated by a 
large majority on the Republican 
ticket, virtually assuring reelection. 





option 


drew player 




















Senator Ball’s victory was con- 
sidered all the more notable in a 
| Supposedly isolationist state, inas- 


| much as he has been the only Minne- 
sotan in Congress to support Presi- 
dent Roosevelt’s foreign policy, he 
| having been with the chief execu- 
itive 100%. Moreover, the campaign 


with Senator Ball’s opponent, a for- 
mer secretary cf the other Minne- 
sota U. S. Senator, Shipstead, espous- 
| ing isolationism and attacking Ball’s 
‘intervention’ record and with Ship- 
| stead, isolationist, making radio talks 
for his ex-secretary. 

Senator Ball originally was 


| 
2 aD 
| pointed by Gov. H. E. Stassen to fill 
a vacancy and this was the first time 
jhe came before the voters. Stassen, 
| also a supporter of the President’s 
| policy although, like Ball, a Repub- 
| lican, also was easily victorious in 
| his fight for re-nominaticn and is 
| regarded as a certain winner at the 
} general election. In the hottest of 
ail the Congressional contests—in 
;the Minneapolis district—a two- 
term Republican isolationist Con- 
gressman defeated for re- 
ncmination by an _ anti-isolationist 
to politics. 


Ww a Ss 


brand new 


‘Tth Column’ for Stes 


Hollywood, Sept. 15. 

Anna Sien, imported from Russia 
several years ago by Samuel Gold- 
wyn, draws the femme lead opposite 
Philip Dorn in ‘Seventh Column,’ a 
| war story, at 20th-Fox. 

Filming starts this week with Lou 
King directing under producer su- 
pervision of Bryan Foy. 


N. Y. Service Aides Sue 

Fourteen service employees of 729 
7th avenue, N.Y., where offices of 
Columbia Pictures, United Artists 
and many other film producers are 
located, have filed suit in N.Y. fed- 
eral court for back overtime pay 
amounting to $7,000. 

The 729 7th Ave. Realty Co. is 
named as the defendant. 














— 


Indignant Exhibitors Forum's 
Spokesman on Rental Ceilings’ 





Taylor in New M-G Pic 


Hollywood, Sept. 15. 





the star spot in ‘Gentle Annie,’ with 
Susan Peters in the top femme role. 

W. S. Van Dyke II directs the Sam 
Zimbalist production, based on a 
story by MacKinlay Kantor. 


RENEWED INTEREST IN 
WB SHARES; ALSO PAR, U 


Despite desultory trading interest 
and downbeat trend in the stock 
market another film company came 
in for renewed interest during the 
past week when increased buying 
in Warner Bros. common shares was 
noted. While generally regarded in 








Wall Street previously as rather 
speculative because of preferred 
dividends ahead of the common, 


purchases in the past 10 days have 
included buys by conservative houses 
in the Street. 


Although current product of Warn- 
ers is running uniformly strong, with 
high grosses for many pictures now 
on release, recent buying in the 
common is reported as predicated 
entirely on promising net profit pros- 
pects. Company’s fiscal year was 
concluded at the end of last month, 
but financial statement tor the full 
12 months probably will not be ready 
until November, or possibly later 
because of delays in getting reports 
from foreign accounts under war- 
time conditions. 
Both Paramount 
common _ stock 


and Universal 
certificates, latter 


ings recently. Par Common has been 
75c off from the year’s high, while 
the preferred has been advancing in 
recent days. Paramount preferred 


year, and presently are only six 
points away from the 1942 peak price 
of $120 per share, 

Universal ctfs., representing the 
common of Universal Corp., the hold- 
ing company, have been selling at 
$7 or near in recent trading sessions, 
with several recent 
ported as representing optimism over 
possibilities of U corporate simplifi- 
cation. While no official announce- 
ment has been made, it is under- 
stood that the matter of simplifying 
the corporate structure was inform- 











ally discussed at the director’s meet- 


was fought out on the isolation issue, | ing last week. 


Such simplification plan, which 
might include calling in both com- 
mon shares (on the N. Y. Stock Ex- 
change) and the 8% preferred, would 
materially enhance the value of the 
common certificates Ultimately it 
would place these certificates in line 
to receive all dividends declared by 
the corporation 


Landslide Election 





Hollywood, Sept. 15. 
Re-elected without opposition, all 
officers and members of the execu- 
tive board of Film Technicians Local 


steady at around $16, which is only | 


shares have not sold below par this | 


advances re-| 


Metro assigned Robert Taylor to | 


|we have in the business? 





Willis Vance, Cincinnati exhibiton, 
operating four surburban houses and 
acting Chairman of the recently-ote 
ganized Indignant Exhibitotre forum, 
representing over 40 suburban thede 
tres in the Cincinnati area, has sent 
the following communicationt 





Cincinnati, Sept. 11. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

This is intended as an answer #0 
the ‘news article’ bearing headline 
‘Rental Ceiling Threatened—BDxhibs 
Aiming for Price Curb’ that appeared 
in ‘Variety’ Sept. 9. The article dige 
cussing ‘film rental eeilings’ e@one 
tended that it is ‘a hazardous move’ 
for governmental regulation to be 
urged by the motion picture exhibi- 
tors. 

Let us agree on one premise: Fed- 
eral regulations are the last thing 
that exhibitors want. However, they 
are forced to action because of the 
demand for excessive film rentals 
on the part of the distributors. 

Exhibitors feel that distributors 
themselves are asking for Federal 
regulations by the policy of arbi- 
trary increases in film rentals. The 
‘consent decree’ was not designed 
to work a hardship on the exhibitor, 
It was negotiated to help the exhibi- 
tor overcome ‘distributor’ abuses. 


But the actual result has been just 
the reverse. 

In answer to the ‘adjustment’ 
paragraph in the article in ‘Variety,’ 
permit me to ask: ‘What standing do 
Are we 
looked upon as poor step-children, 





listed on the N. Y. Curb Exchange, | 
also have been making good show- | 


whom the distributor is to be gra- 
cious enough to ‘just keep from 
starvation’ by granting petty adjust- 


| ments? 


| both 





| 


This type of ‘pity’ treatment cer- 
tainly goes a long way to the up- 
building of future good will and 
equitable trade relations between 
exhibitors and distributors! 

The answer to the ‘freezing’ of 
film rentals is very simple: Use the 
mechanics of maintaining rentals 
based on 1941 contracts. Both the 
distributors and the exhibitors know 
the allocation setup provided under 
the terms of the 1940-1941 contract. 
It is a simple and logical procedure 
to adapt the allocation policy to the 
present buying system. 

The distributor point of view {s 
short-sighted and one-sided. 
For the distributors to indulge in the 
100% regulatory policy and dicta- 
tion they now pursue is the certain 
way to invite Federal regulation. If 


'the distributors continue their pres- 


| 
| 
| 
| 





ent dictatorial method, it is the 
matter of self-preservation that must 
force the exhibitor to sue for Gov- 
ernment regulation. However, the 
exhibitor would pursue such a dras- 
tic step only as a last resort to 
maintain sacred the American eon» 
stitutionally-guaranteed rights to 
‘life, liberty and pursuit of happi- 
ness.’ 

Any threatened hazard of Govern- 
mental regulation is the outcome of 
the distributors’ lack of vision, 
which focused on the history of the 
motion picture industry is most 
lamentable. The distributors have 
the advantage (‘in dollars) of the 


;curtailment of film and production 


costs—both at the exhibitors’ ex- 


682 continue on the job for another | pense, and on top of it have the ar- 


year, 
was taken as a vote of confidence. 
Leaders re-inducted into office are 
Russell L. McKnight, president; Mel- 
vin G. Young, vice-president: Paul 


lin my 


Jaffe, recording secretary; Norval D | 


Crutcher, secretary-treasurer, 
John R. Martin, business agent. 


RCA’s Regular Divvy 

Radio Corp. of America declared 
regular quarterly dividends on the 
first preferred and ‘B’ preferred 
shares last week. Announcement of 
the RCA directorate’s action was an- 
nounced by Lieut-General J. G. 
Harbord, board chairman. Dividends 


and 








cover the quarter ending next 
Sept. 30. 
First preferred distribution is 


874%4c, maintaining the $3.50 annual 
rate, while the dividend on the ‘B’ 
preferred as usual was for $1.25. 
Both divvys will be paid Oct. 1 to 
stockholders on record at close of 
business Sept. 21. 


| 


} 
| 





| lief, 


Lack of opposing candidates |bitrary increase in film rentals. 


In the matter of exhibitors’ profits 
paralleling those of the distributors, 
judgment, I would declare 
that about one in 1,000 exhibitors— 
one-tenth of 1%, can set up a tax 
reserve fund. What is even more 
critical is that great numbers of ex- 


|hibitors are borrowing money to pay 


taxes. 

Of course we all appreciate the 
fact that taxes falling upon both 
distributors and exhibitors are being 
increased. 

However, for the exhibitors, 
working on the basis of their 1940- 
41 contracts, had certain profits, on 
which, let me point out, they paid 
normal taxes. With film rentals now 
being boosted for the sole purpose 


|ef absorbing the increased tax load 


of the distributors, there is an un- 
fair policy of having the exhibitor 
suffer a double burden. 

Added film rentals and increased 
taxes certainly will force the exhibi- 
tors to more drastic measures of re- 
Willis Vance. 
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Variable B.0. Prices Due to Films 


At Upped Scales Has Pix Fans 
onfused; Fear Goodwill Angles 








Many independent exhibitors, in- 
cluding large indie circuit operators, 
are manifestly alarmed over the 
prevalence of so many upper-admis- 
sion price features presently being 
offered and the variable boxoffice 
admish scale resulting. Aside from 
balking, per usual, at having to in- 
crease prices in order to get these 
‘super’ pictures, because feeling that 
many don’t warrant higher admit- 
tance scales, these exhibitors frankly 
admit that the tilted scales keep 
patrons in an uproar. They fear the 
outcome as far as regular patronage 
is concerned. 

Aside from their long-established 
aversion to changing their admission 
price for so-called special films, this 
fall many exhibs have the problem 
of having a flock of upped admission 
features offered almost at the same 
time. Right now ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy,’ ‘Pride of the Yankees’ and 
‘Tales of Manhattan’ are being of- 
fered on advanced scales at about 
the same time. Distributors want to 
play off the pictures as quickly as 
possible, which means that too many 


increased admi yn pictures are 
bunched together. It’s reported that 
in some communities they will open 


on nearly the same day. 
Another Complication 
This makes it doubly tough for the 
exhibitor because he is bound to 
feel the competition from opposition 
of pictures also getting higher ad- 
mish. But possibly the worst phase 
of this situation is that exhibitors 
claim patrons are starting to believe 
no picture is especially good unless 
playing at an increased scale 
Some of the features for which ad- 
tilt 1 
are 


prerequisite to 
product deals described by the 
average exhib as a good pic- 
ture, but not warranting higher ad- 
mission.’ 

‘I honestly don't 
these films deserve advanced prices, 


mission price 


“just 


believe many of 


said one circuit operator. ‘The real 
payoff after all is what the picture 
I know of an instance in a 
eastern city where ‘Mrs, 


grossed $1,000 more at reg- 


grosses. 
smaller 
Miniver’ 
ular prices than another picture did 
at advanced Aside r 


thin au hit ’ V* . 
Lie exhibitor has to ¢ 


scale from that, 
he 


mnsider 


problem of 


dict that the exhib showing ‘Miniver’ 


has more satisfied customers than 
the one handling an advanced-scale 
film.’ 


Constant shifting of the admission 


price always has been avoided by 
veteran exhibitors in recent years. 
Even now, most of these fail to see 


where economic conditions warrant 
raising prices for so many films and 


‘ Re , 4 1 ~ +* 
then going back to the usual house 


scale. Experience has shown that no 
matter how much a picture is ad-| 
rtised a4 mNeits ed acdmicciont 2 


theatre always loses customers who 


} 


claim they had not planned paying a 
higher price. It seems dubious that 

irtime budgeting by the public has 
not improved this inclination eithe1 

Til Will 

‘\ » fi play ys l a limited 
audience at the upped ale, a con 
tinuous procession of increased price 
pictures sours regular theatre pa- 


trons on attending the cinema, indie | 
contend 


exhibitors 


aver. Patrons 
they never can tell when a tilted 
admission price is going to come. 
While some theatregoers plunk 


down their money for a higher ad- 
mission price, they resolve to duc® 
going to that particular theatre for 
some time to come. Others just walk 
away from the boxoffice. 

Recent experience of one exhibitor 
on a well-played feature was that 
patrons paid the higher price but 
Squawked to the exhibitor on leav- 
ing the house. Many claimed the 
upped scale was not justified. 

Another reaction to playing first 


at a high scale, then at a moderately 


reduced price and finally at the 


i a] « [°c 
hormal admission only recently was 


| official 


: 


keeping his regular | 
patrons satisfied, and I'd like to pre- | 


PRC's 13 Away 


Hollywood, Sept. 15. 
New speed record in production is 
announced by Producers Releasing 
Corp. where 13 features have been 
completed for the 1942-43 program. 





Finished pictures are ‘Prairie 
Pals,’ ‘Night for Crime,’ ‘Border 
Roundup,’ ‘Tomorrow We Live,’ 


‘Sheriff of Sage Valley,” ‘Baby Face 
Morgan,’ ‘Along the Sundown Trail,’ 
‘The Yanks Are Coming,’ ‘Outlaws of 
Border Pass,’ ‘City of Silent Men,’ 
‘Secrets of a Co-Ed,’ ‘Miss V from 
Moscow’ and ‘Boss of Big Town.’ 





N. Y. Newsreelers Admit 
Dieppe Pix Error; Sell 
Canada’s Exploits Short 





five U S$ 
news- 


Fact that two of the 


newsreels, 


| 


not identified in 


| paper stories from Toronto 


their American editions by mistake 
instead of usual Canadian issues 

reason for the squawks in Canada 
'on the way U. S. reels handled the 
Commando raid o1 Dieppe News- 


editors in N. Y. 
Canadian as 


reel 
| the 


j 
| 


usually make 


well as an Ameri- 


+ 





shipped | 


_—_—_— 


EAHIBo MAY HAVE 
TOGOME TO THEM 


Car Problem May Also Mean 
More Deals Over the 
Phone, Narrowing of Ter- 
ritories—Exploitation Men 
Likewise Affected —Loss 
of Manpower Another 
Worry 


—_—_— 


WOMEN BOOKERS 





Already experiencing trouble in 
making their customary rounds, 
especially in the 17 states where gas- 
rationing creates a serious problem, 
film salesmen throughout the coun- 


try expect that the panic will be on 
shortly. This also applies to. field 
exploitation men, many of whom 
have large territories to cover. 
While distribution officials do not 
know how the emergency will be 
met, in their opinion it may become 
necessary at an early date for ex- 
hibitors to come to them more often 
instead. And when coming into their 





nearest exchange point they will 
have to buy as much at one clip a 
they can, 1n order to save wear an 
tear On their own transportation fa 
cilities. 

While this will probably be a par- | 
tial solution to the problem, relief 


for salesmen and exploitation work- 
ers may be obtained in other ways. 
Additional men might have to 


be | 


hired—if they can be obtained—and | 


the territories of each 


| down, For sellers, particularly, more 


|can edition, but the U. S. version of 
ithe raid was sent to Canada by 
| error. 

| Canadian dailies burned that the 
American reels gave the impression | 
that the Canadian exploit (Com-| 
mando raid) was principally an 
| American event. This was denied by 
iU. S. newsreelers, even on their 
| strictly American edition. Com- | 
| plaint that there should be more 
| adequate coverage of newsreel 
|stories by Associated Screen News, 


Canada, 


government 


newsreel 
by John 
| film department 
| justified, according to 
| officials. Idea of this 
parentiy was to get 


agency in 
| or Grierson’s 
appear not to be 
N. Y. picture 
squawk 


more strictly 


ap- 


Canadian coverage. American film 
executives explained that Associated 
gets virtually all material from the 
warfroft as American ree! 

Also it was pointed out that Grier- 


son, Canadian film commissioner, 
has had the full cooperation of U. S 
|newsreels in making his document- 


ary pictures in Canada 
Insure Canada’s Prestige 
Ottawa, Sept. 15 
The Dieppe snow, film- 


Canadiar 


}goers claim, was five-sixths Cana- 
dian. yet the films concentrate on 
the American activities vith few 
exceptions 
Clamor here now f he Na- 
ti F Boa Car n 
A f 
Cc ( 
P 
| Shif Pi 
2 A.M. Swing Shift Pix 
Buffalo, Sept 
Shea's Buffal na inaugurate Z 
pecial ‘s ing sniit no Start g al 
a.m. Thursday mornings and con- 


ys 
tinuing until daybreak. 
Same was done recently in Tol 


CLAIR’S DUALER 
Hollywood, Sept. 15. 


Rene Clair is not only 





|play on ‘Mistress Mary,’ next starrer 
lfor Fred MacMurray at Paramount 

Filming starts late next month 
with E. D. Leshin as associate 
ducer. 





discovered 
well 


that distributors 
munities had been 
the earlier playdates 





| the picture was practically a flop at 
pop scale. 


dealings be handled 
on the phone 

At pre are not 

ming back to exchanges so 
often because of the travel involved, 
while in some. cases where long 
jumps are required to discuss im- 
portant deals, the trips are being 
by train or bus. Both these 
means of transportation will be used 
more and more as rationing 


spreads and tires begin to give out. 


business may 


ent the 


salesmen 


their 


made 


Bas 


narrowed | 


+ 


-SALESMEN PROBLEMS MOUNT 





Indies Told to Make More War Pics: 
Getting Film but Warned WPB Will 
Tighten Up on Non-Essential Biz 





‘> —_—_—— 


U Troupes Sent Packing 


Hollywood, Sept. 15. 

Three troupes are hopping out of 
Universal this month to distant loca- 
tions to shoot actual backgrounds 
and save money on the construction 
of studio sets. 

New traveling companies are 
“We've Never Been Licked,’ going to 
College Station, Tex.; ‘Forever 
Yours,’ San Francisco, and ‘Pitts- 
burgh,’ Penn. In addition, ‘Corvettes 
in Action’ is somewhere in action off 
the Canadian coast. 








Millions Feet Raw 
Film Unfrozen By 


WPB, Aids Indies 


Hollywood, Sept. 15. 

War Production Board has 
leased all raw film in the hands of 
studios, laboratories and others at 
the time jit wa Govern- 


re- 


frozen by 


mental ord ( Aug. 20. Ruling 
frees about 40,000,000 feet of film. 
| mostly positive, f y purpose the 
owners sec ft 

Decision will permit numerous 
indie producers, along with the 
laboratories financing the latter’s 
pictures, to strike off prints for 
state rignts exchanges, enabling those 
financially interested to recover 
ltheir production investments. New 
ruling has no effect on the WPB 
order governing the sale of raw film 


Exploitation men now are trying to | 


hit for central points and radiate | 
from there in order to conserve On 
travel 
Less Traveling 
In the New York exchanges some 
of the salesmen are going out to 
contact accounts personally only 


two days a week, spending the othe! 


stock afte: 


Aug. 20 


IRVING MILLS’ DICKER TO 


PRODUCE 20TH MUSICAL 


Hoily wood, Sept. 15. 

Irving Mills, band manager and 
partner in Mills Music, is close to] 
the signing point or a contract to 
ecome oc! ¢ f of i 
fils ( AI Fox Proposer 
pit € ‘Shuffle { 
Al é oO I e ma 

ly ‘ Mi ] ed fe r ( + 
ol club is € Y ove { 
tretch of yea 

Unde tood part of the ¢ call 
for the studio’s payment of )proxi- 


matel $50,000 for the use of tun 


controlled by Mill in the Shuffle 
Along’ musicade Picture will be 
|}made under general production of 
| William LeBaron 
° 
RKO Springs Three 
ty 

[ ve é 
RKO tl f I 
I i I VI U ( ¢ D ( 
N hol . I ( 

Othe r The Gre G r 
lee H id Pe d 
Hitle Childre ! k d 
Gol ' Re 


three in the branches, interviewing 
accounts that come into town and 
| phoning others where that is prac- | 
ible. While not true to the same 
'extent in other exchanges, a large 
imber of exhibitors regularly come | 
to N. Y. to buy their film, thus 
saving the salesmen the necessity of 
sing the cars so much 
In various parts of the country 
vnere €x¢ > € serve large te! 
( t tne tuation 1 re i 
é I at f nationwide iS- 
to the i 
¢ é fac T a l 
all f ut 
| sO li pea € 
t nave pDe€ at le Lo 
¢ au mobile repail 
tely this may also become 
) € ] eyer é CX- 
pe r nt aiesme! wit! ] 
iew to determining how much gas 
is ordinarily required and are using 
this data as a means of trying to get 
e amount of gas needed. However! 
he are being rather severely lim- 


direct- | 


ling but collaborating on the screen- | 


pro- | 
| tion against that, 
com- | 


milked by | 
Result was that | 


1 OC] 4 


ited and as time become 
completely 


goes on may 
stymied. 
Acute Prospects 


In sales circles it is expected that | 


| last 


the loss of fitm peddlers, bookers, 
office managers and others, not ex- | 
cluding a branch head here and 


become acute in six 
more. As partial protec- 
distribs are putting 


there, will 
months or 


on so-called junior salesmen and also | 


While women do not 
sell film, that may come too. There 
are numerous females on the books 
in various exchanges Others are 
put 


bookers 


Dé y 
) il 


on here and there to} 


now | 


t 


U Votes $2 Divvy 
Universal directors voted the 
regular $2 quarterly dividend on the 


8°, preferred stock last W 


(9). Divvy payment on these shares 


Tednesday 


was resumed year ago. 
Preferred divvy is payable on Oct. 
1 to stockholders of record, Sept. 25 


Arrearages this preferred 


about a 


on 


} amounted to about $68 per share On 


July 1. 


handle booking aS men are drawn 
into the army. In most cases they 
are women who have had exchange 
experience as members of the office 
staffs and know something of the 
intricate routine of operating a film 


branch, the company’s regular cus- 


+ 


omers, €i.c 


Independent producer-distributors 
and laboratory operators meeting in 
New York last Friday (11) were ad- 
vised to go in for pictures consid- 
ered useful to the war effort, if they 
are to remain in business for any 
great length of time. 

It was pointed out that althou,zh 
Harold Hopper, acting for the Gov- 


ernment, had granted them a ‘re- 
prieve’ from the ‘get out of busi- 
ness’ edic* for the time being, it 


was only a matter of time before 
further raw film and other material 
rationing might be considered neces- 
sary by the War Production Board, 
with proportionate dislocation of 
normal business resulting. By con- 
centrating mainly on pictures deal- 
ing with various phases of the war 
effort independents, it was indicated, 
would be rendering a public service 


while justifying their existence at 
the same time. 
Bert Mayers, attorney represent- 


ing the independents, reported that 
lat the meeting with Hopper in 
|Washington last Thursday (10) he 
| was told that independent operators, 
not included in the list of 11 major 





producer-distributors recognized by 
the WPB in raw film allocation 
would not be cut off from raw film 
supplies but would temporarily be 


rationed in the same ratio as the ma- 


jor Independents, it is understood, 
will get film on the basis of their 
| 1941 requirements and will be sub- 
| ject to the same proportion of any 
| percentage-wise curtailment which 


may be imposed upon the 11 majors. 
Cautious Indies 


Following his talk with WPB cf- 
ficials last Thursday, Mayers cau- 
| tioned the indies against overconfi- 
}dence and relaxing of vigilance in 


ithe fight against alleged discrimina- 
| tory treatment. He stated that the 
independents, while anxious to help 
the WPB and the 
|} resist any unfair attempts 
| the independent 


nN ‘Bi 4 
Meeting called 


war effort, would 


to destroy 


Friday was for 


the purpose-of incorporating the or- 


ganization as the National Associa- 


tion of Motion Picture Independent 
and discussion of the appointment of 
a Washington representative for the 
bod 

Though Hopper |} reportedly 
agreed to allow the independents 
film on the 1941 basis for the time 


being, he ha not a yet recognized 
the NAMPI as a 


ganization G! 


representative or- 


will endeavor to 


OUD 


obtain recognition as a unit with ob- 
ject of being represented as ich in 
any future deliberations with the 
WPB affecting the film industry in* 
| which the 11 majors are involved 
| Resolution to this effect was drafted 


Friday to be forwarded to the WPB. 


Hopper’s Warning 
Washington, Sept. 15 
Defi Lé il ng that all 


ne nould get sel 10r a 


aporatorie 
aid the Federal au ‘norities no are 
digesting report fron the majo! 
and di i 
| hope of making a clear-cut polic: 
pronouncement ‘the middle of next 
week.’ Pending decisions by higher- 
ups, Hopper would not hint whether 
the WPB will assign quotas for each 
individual company or merely notify 
| the entire industry that it must get 
along with so muCth less stock than in 
the past. 


| producers tributors with the 


That the majors will be dented, 
perhaps painfully, was unmistakable 
when Hopper remarked that the in- 
dies—who case was pleaded by 
vyharles Hirliman and Bert Mayers, 

.in the role of spokesmen for the 


Committee for the Preservation of 
the Independent Motion Picture In- 
dustry—account for such a relatively 
small amount of stock that even if 
they closed down the shortage would 
i not 


be overcome 
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8 FILM REVIEWS 


WHITE CARGO 


' ceived 4 purity seal, nor has its title 


Metio release of Victor Saville produce | 
ton Stars Hedy Lamarr and Walter 
Pidgeon; features Frank Morgan, Richard 
Carlson, Reginald Owen and Henry O'Neill. 
Directed by Richard Thorpe. Screenplay 
Leon Gordes who adapted from his own 
stag play mased on novel by Ida Vera 
Simonton; camera, Harry Stradling; editor 
Frederick Y. Smith. Tradeshown in N. Y., 
Sept. 14, ‘42 Running time, 89 MINS. 
Tor RYO. .crtdcdoesacnsebs Hedy Lamarr 
Harry Witzel...... eceees+. Walter Pidgeon 
rhe Doct« eoccccsees Frank Morgan 
Lang ! eee Richard Carlson 
MicinGer..ccsrccesscecscess o eA Owen 
Reverend Roberts............-Henry O'Neill 
Wilbur Aghiey....cecses. Bramwell Fletcher 
iin thcchvadés sunees PYTTLTETTere Clyde Cook 
TS eee eccoeee.. Leigh Whipper 
WORE oo cv cevece obebectsens ORC Fae 
Doctor's Houseboy.........-- Darby Jones 
Worthing reer Tr ..Richard Ainley 


The promise of Hedy Lamarr in a 
sarong and sultry copper makeup 
should alone underwrite the b.o. of 
‘White Cargo.’ Add to this co-star- 
ring Walter Pidgeon, whose follow- 
ing has increased tremendously with 
‘How Green Was My Valley’ and the 
more recent ‘Mrs. Miniver,’ and it’s 
understandable why ‘White Cargo’ 
should be one of the year’s big 
grossers. 

This is the first American-made 
version of the sensational stage hit 
produced in 1923 by Earl Carroll in 
Greenwich Village, N. Y. From that 
downtown area Carroll moved the 
Leon Gordon play to Broadway for 
a boxoffice mopup. The very fact 
that the entire action revolved 
around the passion of a white man, 
disintegrating in a tropical English 
colony, for a half-breed made it 
surefire for the then jazz and flapper 
era. Although most of the excite- 
ment was more implied than actual, 
the original Tondelayo was a beaut, 
Annette Margules, and she was a 
blazing meteor as the _ half-caste, 
two-timing trollop. Unknown be- 
fore ‘Cargo,’ and never again impor- 
tant thereafter, she made the off- 
color play the smash it was. 


Playwright Leon Gordon has 
adapted his own play for the screen 
and he hews closely. to the original, 
even to holding off Tondelayo’s first 
entrance until the film is 30 minutes 
old. In the play Tondelayo slithered 
in at the first act’s curtain with the 
classic line: ‘I am Tondelayo,’ done 
in a slow, warm drawl aimed to set 
afire the white newcomer to West 
Africa. Hedy Lamarr repeats this, 
and Richard Carlson, who has come 
from England with starched collars 
and a resolve not to let booze and 
the heat get him, falls right into her 
gold-digging arms. 

About the only change in the film 
from the original play is the inclu- 
sion of the war, via brief mention 
of the vital necessity of rubber for 
the ‘duration,’ and the unfolding of 
the story in flashback. Thus a ma- 
ture Englishman, who had spent his 
youth in the story’s tropical setting, 
returns on a supervisory tour and 
tells an underling about the colony’s 
hardships in ‘the old days,’ when 
there was ne air-conditioning and 
ponerse added considerably to the 

1eat. 

Pidgeon plays well the part of the 
tough English magistrate of the col- 
ony who has to wet-nurse a succes- 
sion of novices from the home coun- 
try. No sooner does he get rid of 
spineless Bramwell Fletcher than in 
pops the immaculate Carlson with 
his high ideals. Pidgeon puts him in 
his place and Carlson breods about 
it. When Pidgeon warns him about 
mammy-palavering with Tondelayo, 
that makes Carlson al! the 
curious and he’s an easy mark when 
she pops in on him the first night. 
There’s no mistaking her intent and 


more 
sesv,e 








desires, which are both physical and | 


material, and Carlson falls 
pole-axed steer. When Pidgeon bars 
her from the colony, Carlson, out of 
spite as well as desire, marries her. 
The complications are more than he 
can stand in the steaming climate, 
so he increasingly bends the elbow. 


She, in turn, tries to exercise her 
yen for Pidgeon, but he repulses 
her, although one such situation 


brings on a fist fight with Carlson. 
When the latter takes sick, Tonde- 
Jayo remembers Pidgeon’s admoni- 
tion that she’s tied up ‘until death,’ 
and so she poisons her 
Pidgeon catches her in the act, 
makes her drink the rest of the po- 
tion and she runs screaming to her 
death. 


like a/| 





husband. | 


| howlers 


Miss Lamarr as the only femme in | 


the film is doing her best acting to 
date, although the part is a natural 


for any girl with halfway good 
physical appearance. The brunet 


beaut doesn’t have to take a back- 
seat to any sarong-wearer. Plus 
this, she delivers a cooch dance that’s 
more Minsky than Afriko. Lamarr 
dancing has as much exploitation 
value as Garbo laughing—perhaps 
more, considering how the former 
dances. 

Pidgeon’s role as a tough, irritable 
overseer is not too flattering for one 
who has been closely identified with 
gentleman parts, but he also does a 
fine job. Ditto Carlson, Frank Mor- 
gan, as a boozing doctor; Henry 
O'Neill, as the local missionary, and 
Reginald Owen, in the heavily 
bearded part of a river boat captain. 
Clyde Cook scores in a small part. 
while the remaining men are in for 
only bits. 


‘Cargo’ has been round for years,‘ 


and the fact that it hasn’t been |click decisively as the drugstore 
made in the U. S. before this gave|clerk and pro footballer, respec- 
rise to reports that the Hays office | tively, the same parts they played 
had banned it. This the latter de-|in the original stage production. 
nies, but, at the same time, states |} Donald MacBride is good as the pug- | 
that the Metro film has not yet re-|nacious cop and Frank Sully as the | 











been okayed. There’s no doubt that 
this film isn’t for children, but a 
British version played in the U. S. 
in 1937 met with no censorial diffi- 
culties. 

Richard Thorpe did a nice direc- 


torial job on the picture, holding 
pace as much as possible with a 
slow-moving. talky script. Camera 
work is okay, too. Scho. 


MY SISTER EILEEN 


Columbia release Mix Gordon produc- 
tion. Stars Rosalind Russell, Brian Aherne 
Janet Blair; features George Tobias, Allyn 
Joslyn Directed by Alexander Hall, 
Screenplay by Joseph Fields and Jerome 
Chodorov, based upon their stage play of 
same name, adapted from New Yorker 
stories by Ruth McKenney; camera, Joseph 
Walker; music, M W. Stoloff; editor, 
Viola Lawrence Keviewed in projection 
room, N. Y., Sept. 10, "42. Running time, 


97 MINS. 


Ruth Sherwood Rosalind Russell 


Robert Baker... -avutnacet Brian Aherne 
Kileen Sherwood..... eecgere Janet Biair 
Appopolous .. Georgie Tobias 
Chie Clark.. TerreTe Allyn Joslyn 
Grandma Sherwood.,...Elizabeth Patterson 
Walter Sherwood...... .Grant Mitchell 
Frank Lippincott....... Richard Quine 
Effie Shelton.....erceoces ..June Havoc 
Officer Lonigan.......- Donald MacBride 
[Te WORE bcc cticnenes Gordon Jones 
Helen Loomis........ eeviws Jeff Donnell 
Ralph Crave. .ccccesceccece Clyde Fillmore 
Mrs. Wade. .....Minna Phillips 
PN. 5 a sdex.cd uk eeeneetns Frank Sully 
Capt. Amadato......... Charles La Torre 

This film version of ‘My Sister 


Eileen,’ which Max Gordon has pro- 
duced for Columbia release, seems 
likely to repeat the boxoffice click of 
his stage presentation from which it 
was taken. It has the same wide 
human interest, plenty of colorful 
character and possibly even more 
comedy. With favorable reviews 
and word-of-mouth almost certain, 
and Rosalind Russell-Brian Ahern 
for the marquee, the picture should 
mop up in first-runs and subse- 
quents. It’s a satisfactory solo or 
topper for duals. 

Adaptors Joseph Fields and Jerome 
Chodorov obviously liked their stage 
play, for in translating it to the 
screen they've retained virtually the 
entire format, including all the key 


dialog. About all they’ve done has 
been to fill out the various chinks 
in the story which had been ex- 


cluded by the limitations of the 
single-set play. 

Thus, where the legiter merely re- 
ferred to the girls’ departure from 
Columbus, O., the film opens with 
the actual incidents there. Where 
the play mentioned Eileen’s visit to 
the producer’s office, Ruth’s trip to 
the mag publishing house, or Eileen’s 
night im jail, the camera goes to the 
scene and recreates the events. Prac- 
tically the only possibilities not ex- 
plored in that way are Eileen’s free 
lunch at the drugstore, her sample- 
collecting from the food show and 
Ruth’s frenzied trip to the Brook- 
lyn waterfront. 

All this is hardly utilizing the po- 
tential scope of the camera and the 
screen. Nor is it doing justice to the 
character and warmth of Ruth Mc- 
Kenney’s original sketches, which 
had a genuine flavor and a beguiling 
human quality. But as Fields and 
Chodorov clearly demonstrated in 
their stage adaptations of both ‘My 
Sister Eileen’ and ‘Junior Miss,’ they 
aren’t interested in authentic char- 
acterization or a true human story. 
They’re enormously clever adaptors 
and gag men who clearly prefer a 
shallow boxoffice goldmine to an ar- 


tistic commercial flop. That’s a legit- 


imate and popular point of view, 
and there’s little reason for criticiz- 
ing it. Or much profit, either. 

In Alexander Hall’s direction, as 
in the Fields and Chodorov adapta- 
tion, the style of the original play 
is followed closely. The pacing is 
fast and smooth, with constant use 
of sight gags and comedy situations. 
Most of the action still takes place 
in the Greenwich Village basement 
studio-apartment, with a crescendo 
of exaggerated events breaking out 
near and in the place. All the play’s 
curtain situations are used as gags, 
including the final one of the sub- 
way excavation workmen (played in 


the picture by the Three Stooges) 
coming up through the hole in the 


Most of the laugh lines of the play 
are good for the screen, and a few 
have been added. One 
wrinkle for Broadwayites is the bit 
character of the Columbus little the- 
atre director named Heller. That 
pixie touch by Fields and Chodorov 
is an obvious reference to Franklin 
Heller, stage-manager of the Broad- 
way production and dialog director 
on the film 

Rosalind Russell’s performance as 
authoress Ruth is an effective blend 
of curtness and warmth. Brian 
Aherne is handicapped as the young 
magazine editor by the fact that the 
part makes him a garrulous bore. 
And Janet Blair, while acceptable as 
breathlessly, helplessly pretty Eileen, 
is directed to play too aggressively 
in several of her scenes with the 
men, notably Aherne. George Tobias 
and Allyn Joslyn are plausible as 
the Greek Jandlord and reporter, re- 
spectively, while Elizabeth Patterson 
and Grant Mitchell underscore the 
expanded parts of the girls’ home- 
folks. 

Richard Quine and Gordon Jones 








Miniature Reviews 


‘White Cargo’ (M-G). Hedy 
Lamarr in a torrid sarong story, 
plus co-star Walter Pidgeon. 
Will count for heavy b.o. 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (Col). 
Faithful reproduction of the 
smash stage comedy should 
clean up. 

‘Manila Calling’ (20th). Lively 
guerilla warfare actioner, lo- 
caled in the Philippines, excel- 
lent dualer. 

‘The Omaha Trail’ (M-G) 
(Songs). Outdoor meller unfolds 
as slow as the wagon train trip. 
Filler for secondary duals. 

‘Man in the Trunk’ (20th). 
Uninteresting murder mystery 
with ghost motif. 

‘Boss of Hangtown Mesa’ (U) 
(songs). Above average western 
in the Johhny Mack Brown se- 
ries. 

‘Bells 
(Songs). 





of Capistrano’ (Rep.) 
Standard Gene Autry 
western. Will do okay on duals. 

‘Hillbilly Blitzkrieg’ (Mono). 
Mediocre comedy based on the 
comic strip by Billy De Beck. 
‘Bajo Un Angel Del Cielo’ 
(Argentine). Competently made 


Spanish-languager, for native- 
speaking audiences. 
‘Los Chicos Crecen’ (Argen- 








tine). Okay for Latin-Ameri- 
can trade. 
moronic janitor. Clyde Fillmore 


seems unnecessarily fatuous as the 
magazine publisher, while Jeff Don- 
nell and Minna Phillips fail to make 
much of the incompletely married 
girl upstairs and her mother, respec- 
tively. Hobe. 


MANILA CALLING 


20th-Fox 


release of So! M. Wurtzel pro- 
duction. Features Lloyd Nolan, Carole 
Landis, James Gleason. Directed by Her- 
bert I. Leeds. Screenplay, John Larkin; 
camera, Lucien Andriot: editpr, Alfred 
Day. Tradeshown in N. Y., sebe: 15, ‘42. 
Running time, 81 MINS, 
Lucky Matthews........:se0: Lioyd Nolan 
Edna Fraser........cescecee.-Carole Landis 
Jeff Bailey....... eccoccecséeoe Cornel Wilde 
Tom O'Rourke......seeee+--James Gleason 
SS reer eesseoeess Martin Koslock 
J ae 60600000608:0%e6 Ralph Byrd 
PaO, «00040006 eseeeees-Charles Tannen 
PRMIGON  6:0.0:0'04-68 S6seeseccsersee BO Moerth 
eee ecccceees--Klisha Cook, Jr 
eer eseee ..Harold Huber 
Wayne Ralston........ .Lester Matthews 
RE PRET Louis Jean Heydt 
MPMARAS. ..ccccce eer rs Sen Yung 


Sturdy programmer dealing with 
American-Filipino guerrilla fighting 
against the Japs in the Philippines, 
suitable for top spotting in miinor 
situations and as substantial support 
in the more important dualers. 
Title points up exploitation possibil- 
ities though cast hplds no important 
marquee names. 

Plenty of gunfire, with Nip sol- 
diers biting the dust in greater num- 


the style of the cowboy-Indian sa- 
gas, establishes actioner in the first 
few moments of the first reel. Sus- 
pense is maintained via race against 
time to build a shortwave radio 
transmitter to offset Jap propaganda. 
In the interim, several of the small 
band of American fig! 
off battling the Japs, one is 
dered by a white plantation owner 


eager to blow up the transmitter so | 


that there would be no further point 
in staying on the spot, another dies 
from drinking poisoned water, etc. 
Lloyd Nolan is in for the part of 
the leader of the embattled guerrillas 
while Cornel Wilde is the inexpe- 
rienced titular leader who eventu- 
ally proves his point regarding the 
importance of fighting the Jap prop- 


aganda machine. Carole Landis 
plays the dance hall girl whose 
courage under fire eases Nolan’s 


woman-hating complex. 

Climax where Nolan finally has 
the transmitter going and is sending 
his message over, while Jap bombs 
are falling all is corny but 


around 
around, 


: - : 
effective. Entire production is slant- 


ed at showing that the Japs are no 
pushover but that it can be done if 
everyone does a job. 
handles his assignment as Nolan’s 
sidekick for maximum results. Her- 
bert I. Leeds’ direction has kept 
slow spots at a minimum, and sup- 
porting cast is in the groove. 
Mori. 


THE OMAHA TRAIL 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Sept. 14. 





Metro release of Jack Chertock produc- 
tion. Features James Craig, Pamela 
Blake, Dean Jagger, Edward Ellis, Chill 
Wills, Donald Meek. Directed by Edward 
Buzzell. Screenplay by Jesse Lasky, Jr., 
and Hugo Butler; based on original by 
Lasky: camera, Sidney Wagner; editor, 
Conrad A. Nervig: songs by Buzzell and 
Earl Brent lradeshown in l. A. Sept. 14, 
‘42. Running time, 61 MINS, 

2 Serer ..James Craig 
Julie Santley Ter eer Pamela Blake 
‘Pipestone’ Ross.........+.....Dean Jagger 
Mr. Vane... -.--Edward Ellis 
LER Te eecccccecss.....Chill Wills 
Jonah McCleod...cocccoscccce Donald Meek 
Ben is), en (ne6e4s foward de Silva 
Ress oahe 2 £645eKide ces .-Henry Morgan 
Job. Morris Ankrum 


This one looks like it was hastily 
concocted and produced in order to 
be rushed out to meet release re- 
quirements. It’s an outdoor drama 





fighters are killed | 
mur- | 


James Gleason | 








of lightweight rating that will have 
to suffice as filler for secondary 
duals. 

In addition to including familiar 
western situations and heroics, story 


rings in an Indian attack on the 
wagon train en route between Ha- 
bersford, on the Missouri head- 


waters, and Omaha. Excuse for the 
whole affair is Edward Ellis’ deter- 
mination to get a locomotive to 
Omaha so he can establish priority 
for a railroad running westward. 
Dean Jagger is the heavy determined 
to stop the railroad encroachments 
on the wagon train business. James 
Craig is the young stranger who bat- 
tles the expedition through against 
the duplicity of Jagger and his gang 
and the wild Indian attack. 

Picture lacks the speed and zip 
necessary for satisfying the action 
fans—and gets rather dull in a num- 
ber of spots with slow tempo and 
decidedly familiar situations. Craig 
is okay as the young lead, with 
Pamela Blake displaying ability and 
personality as the girl. Balance of 
cast is adequate for the purpose. 

Two incidental songs are inserted. 
Chill Wills warbles a hillbilly tune, 
while ari unidentified buxom soubret 
clicks with Eddie Buzzell’s unusual 
ditty, ‘Bang, Bang, Bang.’ Walt. 


The Man in the Trunk 


20th-Fox release of Waiter Morosco pro- 
duction. Features Lynne’ Roberts, George 
Holmes, Raymond Walburn, J. Carrol 
Naish. Directed by Malcolm St. Clair. 
Screenplay, John Larkin; camera, Glen 
McWilliams; editor, Alexander Troffey. 
Tradeshown in N. Y, Sept. 15, '42. Run- 


ning time, 71 MINS, 


|. Raa ...Lynne Roberts 
Serre George Holmes 
Jim Cheevers.......... Raymond Walburr 
fteginald DeWinters. Carrol Naish 

Lola DeWinters.......... Dorothy Peterson 
Bere BOGOR. 6c ccccscese Eily Malyon 
Sam MoOnser.... cece coccecsssshrtnur Loft 
co, SR 5 ca ons scceees.- Milton Parsons 
Detective Murtha............Matt McHugh 
Lieutenant Braley......... Charlies Cané 
TD. vicekeses eee ++.. Theodore von Eltz 
WN. + 60-0 saeseds eee ococee COQn Marsh 
eee eocececesesesses. ya Saylor 
Po. Beer Douglas Fowley 
PUGUIORSGEE. «ccc seccccccecsss -Tim Ryan 
a 2 Aer -Vivian Oakland 
Inconsequential murder mystery 


meller, with crude attempts at com- 
edy to relieve drab, slow moving 
theme. Missing fire, it’s limited to 
filler category. 

Introduction of a ghost (Raymond 
Walburn) to help a young attorney 
and dancehall girl save an innocent 
bookie from the chair, remains in- 
effectual despite Walburn’s excellent 
handling. Yarn opens with the 
gendarmes discovering skeleton of a 
bookie, murdered 10 years earlier, 
and promptly pinning the crime on 
the first underworld character who 
looks like a likely candidate for the 
chair. Follows a roundabout chase 
for a trunk with George Holmes, as 
the doomed man’s attorney, uncov- 
ering enough evidence to free his 
client several times over. Final 
action is held back for the full 
length of the picture, when the real 
criminal makes a needless confes- 
sion. Suspense has meantime been 
carefully eliminated with the ghost’s 
activities scarcely sufficient to main- 
tain interest. 

Holmes and Miss Roberts, how- 
ever, give an excellent account of 
themselves photogenically, though 
the romantic interest is kept at a 
minimum. Naish is in the back- 
ground of the action for the most 
part. Mori. 


Boss of Hangtown Mesa 
(SONGS) 


Universal release of Oliver Drake 
duction. Stars Jehnny Mack Brown: fea- 
tures Fuzzy Knight, William Farnum, Rex 
Lease, Helen Deverell and Hugh Prosser 
Directed by Joseph H. Lewis. Story and 
idaptation, Oliver Drake; editor, Maurice 
igt songs, Oliver Drake, Jimmy 
Wakely and Milton Rosen; photography, 
Charles Van Enger. At New York, N. Y., 
half dual bill, week Sept. 8 ‘42. Running 
time, 58 MINS, 
Steve Coilins 

Dr. J. Wellington 
Judge Ezra Binns 
Bert LAwWie?. ..sccervdce 
Betty Wilkins. ..cccccccces 
Weanm BMid....ceee Hugh Prosser 
Flash Hollister......e+.....Robert Barron 
Clint Rayner....eee.eeee---Michael Vallor 
John Wilkins owrre Henry Ha)l 
Kohler, Jr 
West with 


pro- 





Johnny Mack 
Dingle. Fuzzy Knight 
ery William Farnum 
Rex Lease 
Helen Deverell 


Brown 


Fred 


And Pals of the Golden 
Nora Lou Martin 
Although a little slow the first 
half, this western rates considerably 
over the average and will not tend 
to disappoint the Johnny Mack 
Brown trade. The same general pro- 
duction excellence which character- 
izes the Brown series obtains. Oliver 
Drake is the producer. . 

Fairly well plotted, the story con- 
cerns the efforts of a gang to inter- 
fere with the completion of a tele- 
graph line in accordance with a con- 
tract setting a deadline on the wire- 
stringing. The usual hard riding and 
shooting figure but other Brown 
saddle-sagas have had more fist- 
fighting than this one. And in that 
department Brown is no mean slug- 
ger. 

Romantic interest is tied to Helen 
Deverell, a comely type, who takes 
charge of the telegraph construction 
crew after her uncle has been 
bumped off. 

Fuzzy Knight, with Brown in all 
his pictures, sings a couple songs, 
‘Pappy Was a Gun Man’ and ‘Ain't 
Got Nothin’, while the chorus billed 
as the Pals of the Golden West do 


the 


‘Trail Dreamin’ and ‘Song of the 
Prairie. All are in the western 
groove. 

Supporting players include Wil- 
liam Farnum 


aS a corrupt politician; 





Rex Lease, former western star, who 
plays a conniving construction gang 
foreman, and Hugh Prosser, local 
saloonkeeper and crook. All are sat- 
isfactory. Char. 


Bells of Capistrano 
(SONGS) 


Republic release of Harry 
tion. Stars Gene Autry; 
Burnette, Virginia Grey, Lucien Littlefield, 
Morgan Conway, Claire DuBrey, Joe 
Strauch, Jr, Directed by William Morgan 
Sereenplay, Lawrence Kimple; camera, 
Regzie Lanning; “editor, Edward Mann: 
music supervisor, Morton Seott; songs, 
Jimmie Morgan, Thomas Heoier, Milton 
Ager, Jack Yellen, Fred Stryker, Jerry 
Charleston, Sol Meyer, Walter Donaldson. 
Previewed in projection room, N. Y., Sept. 
11, ‘42. Running time, 73 MINS. 

Ds nt-ee6nce baabeanscsteceuae Gene Autry 
WEG ic caeeveensnccestocser4ees Bapeette 
SOMNICOT. .0.00 2000 obbereeesesa Virginia Grey 
Pa McCracken......-....Lucien Littlefield 
Stag Johnson.. ...-Morgan Conway 


Grey produce 
features Smiley 


Ma McCrackeM.cccccccceses Claire DuBrey 
:, eee rears 9006066300000. CUI Came 
PRARON «040+ 60000000008600.0R8 BORNE 2p 
Jackie Laval..... evvccccces Marla Shelton 
Jed 


DOs 5.0.60 6000466 e002 Tristram Coffin 


A standard Gene Autry western, 
which means it'll do well at the 
boxoffice with the action fans. Story, 
of course, has plenty of loopholes, 
but for the dualer situations at 
which this pic is aimed, the discrim- 
ination won’t be too acute. 

Crooner Autry, of course, is still 
the better b.o. bet than Actor Autry. 
The star must depend on the cast’s 
lessers for the better performances, 
for he’s still the same_expression- 
less, stodgy performer. But he’s still 
the best of the cowboy songsters. 

This time the yarn concerns the 
rivalry between two rodeo shows, 
one owned by Virginia Grey, the 
other by Morgan Conway and Tris- 
tram Coffin, who play brothers, with 
the latter conniving to put the for- 
mer out of business. When Autry 
joins Miss Grey’s outfit that means 
the difference between the red and 
the black for the latter, and so there 
ensues Conway’s crooked tactics to 
put her out of biz. 

Miss Grey shows acting talent, and 
she’s also in for the romance oppo- 
site Autry. Smiley Burnette is Au- 
try’s usual comedy sidekick, while 
the other important support includes 
Lucien Littlefield, Conway, Claire 
De Brey and Coffin, all of whom do 
well enough despite some corny situ- 
ations. Kahn. 


Hillbilly Blitzkrieg 


Monogram release of Edward Gross pro- 
duction. Features Bud Duncan, Cliff Na- 
zarro, Edgar Kennedy, Doris Linden, Lu- 
cien Littlefield, Alan Baldwin and Nicolle 
Andre Directed by Ray Mack. Based on 
the comic strip by Billy De Beck; adapta- 
tion, Roy Mack; editor, Ralph Dixon; pho- 
tography, Marcel Le Pieard. At New York, 
N. Y.. half dual bill, week Sept. 8 ‘42. 
Running time, 63 MINS, 

Snuffy Smith....... — .Bud Duncan 
Barney Google Cliff Nazarro 
Sergt.. Gatling......:. Edgar Kennedy 
Julie TAMOB. .ccccccccess Doris Linden 
Prof. James. we eeeeees Lucien Littlefield 
Corp. Bruce...ceccccees Alan Baldwin 
Marlene... -.cccccccverese Nicolle Andre 
Missouri....«++-+ eoeccccces Jimmie Dodd 
Dinky. .cccvcccsccervees Teddy Mangean 
Boller. ..ees eocecercecens jerry Jerome 
Hertle . sabeeeas ‘ Jack Carr 
Luke Frank Austin 


lirect- 


Shoddily produced and not direc 
ed with much imagination, this pic- 


ture fails to fill average require- 
ments. Recording is poor in spots 
while photography also rates sub- 


standard. In New York State pic- 


ture is being released as ‘Enemy 
Round-Up.’ 
It draws its inspiration from the 


| Billy De Beck cartoon strip and is 





built around Barney Google, Snuffy 
Smith, Spark Plug and other De 
Beck characters that are suitable for 
screen purposes but have not been 
effectively developed in this instance. 

Bud Duncan, as Snuffy, is a swell 
comedy character, and Cliff Nazarro 
makes a good Barney Google. Ed- 
gar Kennedy seldom has had trouble 
pulling laughs in the past but here 
they are all held down by the story 
and general production deficiencies. 

Story is based upon assignment of 
Kennedy, an army sergeant: and 
Duncan, buck private, to the back- 
woods of Tennessee to guard an im- 


portant rocket invention in which 
the Government is interested Ef- 


forts of spies to steal the plans and 
destroy the rocket complicate the 
situation. Among other situations 
designed to raise laughs, but getting 
them only lightly, is a horse race be- 
tween Spark Plug and a mule. 


Lesser cast members are Alan 
Baldwin and Doris Linden, who 
shoulder a minor love interest; Lu- 


cien Littlefield and Nicolle Andre. 
Voice of last-mentioned is so bad, 
or the recording so faulty, that hard- 
ly anything she says can be distin- 
guished. Char. 


Bajo Un Angel Del Cielo 


(‘An Angel Came Down From 
Heaven’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 

Buenos Aires, Sept. 1. 


Argentina Sono Film production and re- 
lease. Stars Francisco Alvarez and Zully 
Moreno; features Pedro Quartucci, Maurice 
Jouvet, Julio Renato, Felisa Mary, Lola 
Marquez and Gladys Rizza. Story, Jean 
de Letraz; adapted und directed by Luis 
Cesar Amadori. Reviewed at Ambassador, 
Buenos Aires. Running time, 86 MINS, 








This one is typical Amadori, which 
means to Latin film audiences that 
it is competent, professional, humor- 
ous, even though not necessarily in- 
spiring. It will bring plenty of laffs 
from nabe audiences, and its amus- 


(Continued on page 20) 
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Chi Healthy With H.0.s; Inn, 2d Wk, 
Plus Spivak, Big $55,000; ‘Find You’ 
256 in 2d, Pride’ Bright 19G in 3d 








Chicago, Sept. 15. 

Only two new shows in the entire 
loop currently, other spots holding. 
Roosevelt brought in ‘Jackass Mail’ 
and ‘Live on Danger,’ but this is a 
quickie deal which will be yanked 
soon to make room for ‘Wake Island’ 
which will have a special preview, 
with seats selling at $500 to $5,000 in 
war bonds. 

‘Holiday Inn’ holds over with a 
new band, Charlie Spivak, at the 
Chicago. May top first week with 
great $55,000. ; 

‘Miniver,’ in its ninth week, ‘Pride 
of Yankees’ in third, and ‘Some- 
where I’ll Find You’ in second week, 
are strongest holdovers. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Married Angel’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Holding to $6,000 currently follow- 
ing snappy $8,200 last week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) and Charlie Spi- 
vak band on stage. Great combina- 
tion that will ring the rafters at 
wow $55,000. Last week, ‘Inn’ plus 
Claude Thornhill orch on stage, bril- 
liant $52,300. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Footlight Serenade’ (20th) and 
‘Through Different Eyes’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Oke $5,000 for second sesh 
after bright $6,700 in first week. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-33- 
44-55)—‘Tomorrow Live’ (PRC) and 
Ted Lewis. orchestra’ on _= stage. 
Strictly Lewis for fine $22,000. Last 
week, ‘Remember Pearl Harbor’ 
(Rep) with vaude, headed by Black- 
stone, latter boosting bill to smash 


$24,800. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66-75) 
—Pride of Yankees’ (3d wk) and 
‘Give Out Sisters’ (U) (1st wk). Biz 


still holding brightly for fine $19,000 
after hotcha $24,100 in second week 
solo. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G) and ‘Live 
on Danger’ (Par). Fairish $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G) 
and ‘Little Tokyo’ (20th), okay $6,200 
for second stanza. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 35-55-65- 
75)—Somewhere Find You’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). Galloping along in great 
fashion to $25,000 currently follow- 
ing giantic opener at $31,600. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
$5-55-65-75)—‘Miniver’ (M-G) (9th 
wk. No end to this one, taking great 
$15,000 currently aftea remarkable 
$17,300 last week. 


‘Crossroads’ $11,000, 
Seattle; ‘Gay Sis’ 1056, 


‘Holiday’ $8,700 in 2d 


Seattle, Sept. 15. 
Thus far the ‘feeler’ of Sterling 
chain in raising the admish at the 
Palomar to 65c. from 58c, Saturdays, 


Sundays and holidays, hasn’t slowed | 


attendance much and has meant jusi 
that much more money. 

‘Holiday Inn,’ after getting $16,000, 
best mark in years, at the Para- 
mount last week, is still strong on its 
second session currently. Liberty 
still is great on its third stanza with 
‘Talk of the Town.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Blue House (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(800; 30-40-58)—‘Sarong’ (U) and 
‘No Hands Clock’ (Par) (4th wk). 
Heading for a big $4,000. Last week, 
same duo, magnificent $5,700. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 30-40- 
58 )—‘Crossroads’ (M-G) and ‘Affairs 
Martha’ (M-G). Big campaign help- 
ing this duo toe. a great $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Pied Piper’ (20th) and ‘Thru 
Different Eyes’ (20th) (2d wk), big 
$6,400 in five days. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650: 30-40-58)— 
‘Talk Town’ (Col). (3d wk). 
$8,000 for third session. 
strong $10,000. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 30-40-58)— 
‘Pied Piper’ (20th) and “Through 
Different Eyes’ (20th) (3d wk). Hot 
release from Fifth Ave., good $3,500. 


Last week, 


Last week, ‘Miniver’ (M-G) (8th wk), | 


in six days, big $3,100. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 30-40-58) 
—Are Husbands Necessary’ (Par) 
and ‘Live on Danger’ (Par). Slow 
$4,800. Last week, ‘Reap Wild Wind’ 
‘Par) and ‘Fly by Night’ (Par) (2d 
wk), $4,400, swell fur five days. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 30-40-58) — 
‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) and ‘Spy Ship’ 
(WB). Trim $10,500. Last wee 
(40-50-65). ‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) (2d 
wk), great $9,500 for holdover ses- 
sion, 
_ Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-40- 
58-65)—‘Joan Ozark’ (Rep) plus 
vaude with Phil Reagan headlining. 
Good $8,800. Last week, ‘40,000 
Horsemen’ (Indie) plus stage, good 
$9,100. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039: 30-40-58) 
—Holiday Inn’ (Par) and ‘Loves 
Edgar A. Poe’ (20th) (2d wk). 





vv 








Strong | 





Giant | 


$8,700. Last week, this pair broke 
records at $16,000. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800;40-50-65) 
—‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) (3d wk), 
Big $4,500. Last week, (23-40), 
‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G) and ‘True 
to Army’ (Par) (2d: run, big $3,900. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 20- 
30)—‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) and ‘Always in 
Heart’ (WB) (3d run). Fine $3,800. 
Last week, ‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and 
‘Larceny, Inc’ (WB) (3d run), grand 
$4,000. 


Pied Piper’ To 
Wow $23,000 In 
Robust Newark 


Newark, Sept. 15. 

With every downtown first-run 
housing clicko product, business is 
definitely smash and even reminis- 
cent of the lush 20’s. Holdovers and 
new pix are playing to sock returns. 
Setting the pace is ‘Pied Piper,’ at 
Proctor’s, off to a record-breaking 
first day and is climbing to a ter- 
rific $23,000. 

‘Priorities on Parade,’ at the Par- 
amount, is proving a hefty tugger and 
may hold. ‘Gay Sisters,’ in second, 
and ‘Mrs. Miniver,’ in its fourth 
week, are getting staunch results. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Adams-Par) (1,950; 25-40- 

65-75-99) — ‘Moonlight Masquerade’ 








(Rep) plus Four Ink Spots and 
Lucky Millinder orch. In abbrevi- 
ated six-day stretch, sock $18,000. 


Last week, ‘Joan of Ozark’ (Rep) and 
Judy Canova with Teddy Powell 
band, smash $19,200. 


Branford (WB) (2,800; 30-44-55-60- 
75)—‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) and ‘No 
Escape from Crime’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Soaring to trim $15,500 after hitting 
giant $25,000 in first stanza. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 20-28-39-44- 
50)—‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G) and 
‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G). Okay 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Crossroads’ (M-G) 
and ‘Vanishing Virginian’ (M-G), 
ditto. 

Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000; 
35-45-55-60-75) — ‘Priorities on Pa- 
rade’ (Par) and ‘Live On Danger’ 
(Par). Sparkling $15,500, and looks 
set for holdover. Last week, ‘Holi- 
day Inn’ (Par) and ‘Dudes Pretty 
People’ (UA), $15,800, excellent for 
nine days of fourth week. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (3,400; 35-44-60- 
70-85)—‘Pied Piper’ (20th) and ‘A- 
Haunting Will Go’ (20th). Pacing 
along to terrific $23,000, helped by 
five acts of RKO vaude Monday and 
Tuesday nights. Last week, ‘Bambi’ 
(RKO) and ‘Little Tekyo, U. S A,’ 


| (20th), spurted after slow getaway, 


with usual two nights’ vaude heip- 
ing, very good $20,000. 

State (Loew's) (2,600; 30-40-50-60- 
75)—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (4th wk). 
In its final week will chalk up won- 
derful $17,500 and could probably 
stay indefinitely except for previous 
film commitments. Last week, 
smasheroo $20,000. 


Holdover Week in Buff; 


‘Inn’ $17,000 on 2d Sesh 


Buffalo, Sept. 15. 
For the first time in years all main 
stem houses are Offering holdover 
programs. Some leveling off is ap- 
parent in most quarters but takings 
still stick close to upper brackets. 
Second session of ‘Holiday Inn’ at 


the Great Lakes is the leader with | 


second week of ‘Somewhere I'll Find 
You’ at the Buffalo not far behind. 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Somewhere Find You’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Still showing stamina, prob- 
ably $15,000. Last week, rousing 
$23,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—Holiday Inn’ (Par) and ‘Night 
New Orleans’ (Par) (2d wk). Nifty 
$17,000, Last week, sparkling $19,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Tish’ 
(M-G) and ‘Berlin Correspondent’ 
(20th) (2d wk). Continues forte, 
$8,000. Last week, nice $9,500. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-44) 
—‘Talk Town’ (Col) (2d wk). Ex- 
hibiting extended b.o. prowess at 
around $10,000 on second sesh. Last 
week, bettered swell $14,000. 


Century (Ind) (3,000; 30-44)— 
‘Across Pacific’ (WB) and ‘One 
Thrilling Night’ (Mono) (2d wk). 


Nice at about $8,500. Last week, pert 
$15,000 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to change) 





Week of Sept. 17 
Astor—‘Pride of the Yankees’ 
(RKO) (10th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 15) 
Capitol—‘Somewhere I'll Find 
You’ (M-G) ¢4th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Aug. 5) 
Criterion—‘Pardon My Sarong’ 
(U) (4th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Aug. 5) 
Globe—‘Moscow Strikes Back’ 
(Artkino) (6th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Aug. 19) 
Hollywood — ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ (WB) (17th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 
Music Hall—‘Talk of the Town’ 
(Col) (4th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 29) 
Paramount—‘Major and Minor’ 
(Par) (16). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Sept. 2) 
Rialto—‘Sherlock Holmes and 
the Voice of Terror’ (U). 
Rivoli—‘Wake Island’ 
(3d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Aug. 12) 
Roxy — ‘Footlight Serenade’ 
(20th) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 8) 
Strand—‘Across the Pacific’ 
(WB) (3d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Aug. 19) 
Week of Sept. 24 
Astor—‘Pride of the Yankees’ 
(RKO) (11th week). 
Capitol—Between Us 
(M-G). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Sept. 2) 
Hollywood — ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ (WB) (18th week). 
Music Hall—‘Talk of the Town’ 
(Col) (5th week). 
Paramount—‘Major and Minor’ 
(Par) (2d week). 
Rivoli—‘Wake Island’ 
(4th week). 
Roxy—‘Orchestra Wives’ (20th) 
(23). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Aug. 12) 
Strand — ‘Desperate Journey’ 
(WB) (25). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Aug. 19) 


GAY SIS 126 
IN 1.0. CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Sept. 15. 

‘Find You’ on its second week is 
still hitting magnificent pace at State. 
It is almost neck and neck with 
Palace’s ‘Across Pacific,’ which is 
being assisted by Judy Canova and 
Stan Kenton’s orch on stage. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 35-40-45-55) 
—'Pride Yankees’ (RKO) (6th wk). 
Fine $5,500 on sixth lap, after gar- 
nering $6,800 last week. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 
55) —‘Gay Sisters’ (WB). 
Brent combo good for nice $12,000. 
Last week ‘Wings For Eagle’ (WB) 
mild $9,500. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 40-60-70)— 
‘Across Pacific’ (WB) plus Judy 
Canova and Stan Kenton's orch on 
stage. Latter rather disappointing; 
Bogart’s name doing most of work in 
coining about $18,500 or near. Last 
frame, ‘Big Street?’ (RKO) with Ted 
Lewis orch, yery pleasing $20,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 35-40-45- 
55)—‘Somewhere Find You’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). Digging more gold out of 
holdover, walloping $17,500 or pos- 
sibly higher, following a sizzling 
24,700 last chapter. First to rate 
h.o. this semester. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872; 35-40-45- 
55) ‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) (3d wk). 
Playing a sweet tune at the b.o., 


(Par) 


Girls’ 


(Par) 











35-40-45- 





| at 








$6,500 on third frame after reaping |! 


big $9,700 last week. 


Squadron’ $22,000 In 
B’klyn, Top Newcomer 


Brooklyn, Sept. 15. 
Second week of ‘Holiday Inn’ and 


i ‘Enemy Agents Meet Ellery Queen’ 
come | 


Fabian Paramount will 
through with snappy returns. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,274; 30-40-50-55)— 
‘Pied Piper’ (20th) and ‘Off Broad- 


way’ (20th). Satisfactery $20,000. | 
Last week, ‘Bambi’ (RKO) and 
‘Berlin Correspondent’ (20th) fair 
$16,000, 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 30-40-50-55) 
—‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) and ‘Night 


New Orleans’ (Par) (2d 
$20,000. Last week, first 
Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 


|—'Eagle Squadron’ (U) and ‘Annie | 
Rooney’ (UA). Strong $22,000. Last 
week, ‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (3d| 


wk), $14,000. 
Paramount (Fabian) (4.126; 30-40- 


50-55) —‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) and 
‘Agents Meet Ellery Queen’ (Col) 
(2d wk). Holding up well; beau- | 


tiful $23,000. Last week, socko $30,- | 


000. 


Footlight’ Bright 
Vaude Fair 216, 


Bway Rosy. But H.0.s Clip Total; ? 


$60,000, ‘Jam’ Plus 
Talk’ 3d Wow 95¢ 





Complexion of business in the 
downtown New York sector remains 
ruddy, though holdovers will reduce 
the total considerably below what it 
was last week. Most kids, including 
college students, are back with their 
books now and that has a tendency 
to lessen the draw. Also, vacations 
are just about over now. 

An outstander is ‘Footlight Sere- 
nade,’ which attracted bulky trade 
to the Roxy over the weekend and 
ended its first seven days last night 
(Tuesday) at a whammy $60,000, 
moving into its second inning today 
(Wed.). 

This was the only new show of the 
week, outside of the dual bill at the 
Palace and ‘Lady in a Jam’ at the 
State first-run. Mitchell Ayres or- 
chestra and several acts are on the 
Stage at the State, but they are 
seemingly not helping the picture 
much, since fair $21,000 is all that 
appears in prospect. 

Holdovers show sustained strength, 
ranging to a big $95,000 fer the cur- 
rent (third) week of ‘Talk of Town,’ 
which, with this pull, will go an- 
other at the Music Hall. 

Strand is maintaining terrific 
draught with ‘Across the Pacific’ and 
the Dick Jurgens’ band, with the 
first holdover week looking $41,000, 
or thereabouts, Goes a third heat. 

Also potent at the boxoffice is 
‘Wake Island.’ It took the straight- 
film Rivoli to $40,000 on the second 
stanza ended last night (Tuesday) 
and holds to its guns indefinitely. 

The Capitol is moderately good 
this week, its third, with ‘Some- 
where I'll Find You’ going to $27,000 
or over. It starts fourth (final) lap 
tomorrow (Thursday). 

‘Pardon My Sarong,’ slambang 
biz-getter, for the Criterion, wound 
uv its third semester last night 
(Tuesday) at $21,000 and starts an- 
other today (Wed.). 





Stanwyck- | 


wk). Strong | 
rate $22,000. | 
30-40-50-55) | 


A new show opens at the Para- 
mount this a.m. (Wednesday), film 
being ‘Major and Minor’ while stage 
complement includes the Andrews 
Sisters and the Tony Pastor band. 
House went six weeks with ‘Holiday 
Inn’ and two different stage shows, 
showing an_ exceptionally large 

rofit. The blowoff week ran to 

40,000. 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (Loew’s) (1,140; 55-65-$1.10) 
—‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO-Gold- 
wyn) (9th wk). Running at a ve 
steady gait, this week (9th) suggest- 
ing $23,500, while the prior hebdo- 
madal stint was $25,000. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,620; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25)—‘Somewhere I'll Find 
You’ (M-G) (3d wk). Not fancy at 
$27,000, or over, but entirely satis- 
factory and holds another week. The 
prior seven days, over Labor Day, 
hit close to $40,000, strong. 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,062; 35-44-55- 
75-85 )—‘Pardon My Sarong’ (U) (4th 
wk). Abbott and Costello still pil- 
ing ’em in, the third round through 
last night (Tuesday) having rolled 
up $21,000. Previous (2d) week was 
$30,000, immense. Remains 

Globe (Brandt) (1,250; 35-55-75- 
85)—‘Moscow Strikes Back’ (Art- 
kino) (5th wk). Holding up well for 
probable $8,500 this week (5th), but 
may not remain another. Last week 
(4th) struck $10,000. 


Hollywood (WB) (1,225: 83-$1.10- 
$1.65-$2.20) — ‘Dandy’ (WB) (16th 
wk). Slipping a little on the start 


of the 16th wk, but no exit date set 
as yet, though it may be sometime 
next month. Last week, (15th), over 
Labor Day, was $18,500, good profit, 
while the prior (14th) stanza went 
to $17,000. 
Palace (RKO) 


65-75) — 





(1,700; 2 
‘Ambersons’ (RKO) (2d 
| run) and ‘Spy Ship’ (WB) (lst run), 

dualed. Take going away over aver- 


| age fer this house at around $11,000 
Last week, when theatre kited 
the scale to $l top ‘Bambi’ (RKO- |} 
Disney ) (2d run) and ‘Berlin 
Correspondent’ (20th) (1st run), 
struck oil at $17,800 
Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55- 
85-99) ‘Major and Minor’ (Par), 
Andrews Sisters, Tony « Pastor, 
|others, on stage, opening today 
(Wednesday ) Holiday Inn’ (Par) 
| went six weeks, four with the Skin- 


|}nay Ennis band and Ink Spots, last 
| two with Will Osborne and Chariot- 
| eers; concluding lap brought $40,000, 
| fine, while the prior seven days was 
sock $58,000. 

| Radio City Musie Hall (Rocke- 
|fellers) (5,945; 44-55-85-99-$1.65)— 
| ‘Talk of Town’ (Col).and stageshow 
| (3d wk). Hitting terrific stride to 
| gallop in this week (3d) for about 
| $95,000. Last week, with the aid of 
the holiday, the receipts mounted to 
$111,000, socko. Holds a fourth week. 


Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)— 
‘World at War’ (M-G) (2d-final wk). 
Looks no more than about $5,500, 


| 

fair, while the first week was good 
| $8,500 

| Rivoli (2,092; 35-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Wake Island’ (Par) (3d wk). Be- 
vins third canto today after smash- 


and $51,500 on the first, 


ing through to $40,000 on the second | 
latter best | 


gross house has scored 
years, 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 40-55-65-75-85- 
99)—‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th) and 
stageshow (2d wk). Kicks off on 
second week today (Wednesday); on 
the first seven days through last 
night (Tues.) a powerhouse at the 
b.o. at $60,000. House will not hold 
film a third week due to congested 


in several 


bookings. Last week, fourth for 
‘Pied Piper,’ $57,500, very choice 
takings. 


State (Loew’s) (3,450; 39-44-55-75- 
99-$1.10)—‘Lady in Jam’ (U) and 
Mitchell Ayres orch, Cardini, other 
acts. Going’s slow, fair $21,000 look- 
ing tops. Last week, second for 
‘Miniver’ (M-G) (2d run) and Ed 
Sullivan, with Harvest Moon danc- 
ers, $36,000, fine. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-55-75-35- 
99-$1.10)—‘Across Pacific’ (WB) and 
Dick Jurgens (2d wk). Very stout 


$41,000 seen this week (2d). The 
first ended at $55,700, second best 
week house has had under its pit- 


band policy of several years’ stand- 
ing. Show holds. 


‘Ork Wives’ Out 
In Front, Cincy 
With Trim 11146 


Cincinnati, Sept. 15. 
Six of the seven major houses here 
are in velvet this week but hold- 
overs are slowing the pace. ‘Or- 
chestra Wives’ at the Albee is the 
leader but only a shade ahead of 











|‘Across Pacific’ in the Palace. 
| Of the ‘holdovers, ‘Reap Wild 
| Wind’ is finishing an okay four 


weeks at Capitol, ‘Pride of Yankees’ 
is strong in second stanza at the Shu- 
bert, and ‘Holiday Inn’ is hefty in 
moveover at the Grand. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300: 33-40-50)— 
‘Orchestra Wives’ (20th). Smooth 
$11,500. Last week, ‘Big Street’ 


(RKO), six days, thin $8,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 34-44-55-60) 
—‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (4th wk). 
Winding up run with good $5,000. 
Last week (3d), $7,000, all right. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 17-28)— 
‘Billy Kid Trapped’ (PRC) and 
‘Postman Didn't Ring’ (20th), split 
with ‘Timber’ (U) and ‘Smart 
Alecks’ (Mono). Average $2,100. 
Last week, ‘Atlantic Convoy’ 





(Col) 
and ‘Not Lady’s Man’ (Col), divided 
| with ‘Boss Hangtown Mesa’ (U) and 
| ‘Raid Night’ (PRC), good $2,300. 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
‘Holiday Inn’ (Par). Moveover from 
Palace for second stanza. Big $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Pied Piper’ (20th) (2d 
run), fair $4,500. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50 )— 
‘Talk of Town’ (Col). Second week 
here after initial one at Albee. Very 
| good $5,000 following last week’s fine 
$7,000. 


Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 28-33-42)— 
‘Pierre of Plains’ (M-G) and ‘Calling 
Dr. Gillespie’ (M-G). Sad $2,500. 


Last week, ‘Ships With Wings’ (UA), 
| dull $3,590. 

| Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-40-50)— 
| ‘Across Pacific’ (WB;j. Okay $11,000. 
| Last week, ‘Holiday Inn’ (Par), sock 
$18,606 

| Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 30-44-50)— 
| ‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
| Good $9,000. Will hold. Last week 
(Ist), great $15,500. 


‘Pacific’-“Give Sisters’ 
Boff $14,000, Jersey C. 


Jersey City, Sept. 15. 

‘Magnificent Ambersons’ and 
‘Flight Lieutenant’ are getting fair 
returns this week, but ‘Across the 
Pacific,’ Stanley hold-over, is gen- 
erating most of gravy. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,205; 30-35-40- 
55-60)—‘Flight Lieut.’ (Col) and 
‘Meet Stewarts’ (Col). Dual is so- 
so $12,000. Last week, ‘Mrs. Mini- 
ver’ (M-G) (3d wk), okay $8,500. 

Stanley (WB) (4,500; 30-35-40-55- 
60)—‘Across Pacific’ (WB) and ‘Give 
Out, Sisters’ (U) (2d wk). Trim 
| $14,000 in holdover. Last week, 
terrific $23,000 

State (Skouras) (2,200; 30-35-55-60- 
70)—Magnificent Ambersons’ (RKO) 
and ‘Little Tokyo, U.S.A.’ (20th). 
Average $12,000. Last week, ‘Bambi’ 
(RKO) and ‘Big Street’ (RKO), 
after slow start soared to nice $13,- 
800. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, September 16, 1942 





Fanciest coin 
in the comparatively 


‘Give Out Sisters’ 
with Charlie Barnet’s orchestra for 
ir] i All deluxers are i 
i showing of ‘Battle 


Estimates for 


with $16,000 for bow-in 
plus "heavy $3,200 for ‘bonus’ show- 


Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57- 
68 )— Magnificent Ambersons’ (RKO) 


with comeback at nice $3,200. 


$2,900 on second week of second run, 


geo ey biz. 
768; 35- 46-57 -68-75 ) 


Charlie Barnet peter em Diosa Cos- 
Combo netting 


) abetted by Horace Heidt unit, 
35-46-57-68-75) 


Lots of profit at $16.060 this semes- 
Last week. good $24.500 in ad- 


Correspondent’ 
Leagues ahead of sour 
h’ (M- G) last week. 


Fourth week down- 
good for $3,500. 
. good $4.500 for s 


—Tales Manhattan’ 
Slumping after superb opening, v 


week, wham $43,500. Still too early 


should a because Mastbaum never 


(2,916; 35-46-57-68- 
(M-G) (7th wk). 





75)—'Mrs. Miniver’ 
Good $12.000. 
7 ‘Eagle Squadron’ 


—‘Flight Lieut.’ 


$6,500 for second sesh. 


‘Inn’ Fine $17,500, Ace 
St. Loo Film; ‘Find You’ 
17G, ‘Tales’ 9G, Both 2d 





duo at Fox in midtown, |} 


‘Somewhere I'll 
second session. 


grosses remain firm. 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (Loew) 


r should add another $17,000 to 
the smash $26,000 grabbed for the 


(3,000; 30-40- 
50)—Tales of Manhattan’ 
i Correspondent’ 

Neat $9,000 to tack onto the 
$11,700 garnered in the first session. 


Se 


Overs expected to grab $6,500, al 


(4,000; 30-40)— 
Off Broadway’ 
*Loves Edgar 
just topping average. Last week, ‘Big 





ees bs Baker Wins Tiff 


* in his conten- 
tion that his motion picture contract 
with the William Morris agency ex- 
31, 1941, and that no radio 
provision had been involved. 

in- 


cluded radio and was valid until No- | 


‘Gay Sis’ $16,000, Best Newcomer In 
Robust Philly Pacific’ Ditto for 2d. 





—+ 


‘Husbands’ -Thornhill 


a ha, Sept. 15. 
band with ‘Are 
looks standout 


Claude Thornhi 
Husbands 2 senbpeedl 
currently. Omaha is holding ‘Holi- 
day Inn’ with ‘Lady Gangster’ added 
and is standing up strongly. Brandeis 
is holding ‘Bambi’ and ‘Highways by 
Night’ for nice takings. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20-40- 
55-65) —‘Are Husbands Necessary’ 
(Par) plus Claude Thornhill band on 
stage. Big $17,500. Last week (20- 
40-55), ‘Orchestra Wives’ (20th) and 
‘ostman Didn't Ring’ (20th), $13,000, 
strong for straight film program. 

Omaha (Tristates) (11-30-35-50)— 
‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) (2d wk) with 
new ‘Lady Gangster’ (WB) added. 
Stout $8,200 indicated. Last week, 
coupled with ‘Grand Central Murder’ 
(M-G), $13,400, sensational for pic 
policv here. 

Brandeis (Murt 


Singer) (1,500; 11- 
3°-44)—‘Bambi’ (RKO) and ‘High- 
ways by Night’ (WB) (2d wk). Finé 
$ 000 after extratordinary $8,300 for 
first week. 

Town (Goldberg) 
~- *hantom 
Wouldn't 


(1,400; 11-20-30) 
Plaiusman’ (Rep), ‘Man 
Die’ (20th) and ‘Flight 
Lieutenant’ (Col) triple spiit with 
‘Orphans North’ (Mono), ‘Pittsburgh 
Kid’ (Rep) and ‘Pioneer Ritter’ 
(Mono), ‘Magnificent Ambersons’ 
(RKO) and ‘Spitfire Sees Ghost’ 
(RKO). Neat $1,200 aided by stage 
revue on Saturday. Last week, ‘Ven- 
geance West’ (Col), ‘Hello Annapolis’ 
(Col) and ‘About Face’ (UA) triple 
split with ‘Deadly Ga:ie’ (Mono), 
‘Angel Broken Wings’ (Rep) and 
‘Riding Trail’ (Mono), ‘Tuttles Tahiti’ 
(RKO) and ‘Falcon Takes Over’ 
(RKO) with Sat. stage show, $1,100. 


PIPER’ 226 IN 
2) DET. WEEK 


Detroit, Sept. 15. 

Unprecedented here, all downtown 
houses have _holdovers. That’s 
marked evidence of the soaring biz 
this city has been getting. 

Making the situation more unusual, 
the major houses aren’t even using 
fresheners with their top picture, a 
customary practice. Only new entry 





is at the Adams, where ‘Counter 
Espionage’ replaces ‘Agents Meet 
Ellery Queen’ to go with ‘Footlight 


Serenade’ in its third week. 
Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700: 50-65) 
‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th) (3d wk) 
an ~~ ‘Counter Espionage’ (Col). This 


is the freshest 
$7,000 sighted 


bill in town with nice 
after a fine $8,000 last 


Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 50-65) 
‘Pied Piper’ (20th) and ‘Magnificent 
Dope’ (20th) (2d wk). Splendid 


$22,000 after soaring away above ex- 
pectations to a sock $32,000 opening 


week, 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 
50-65 )—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) and ‘Spy 
Ship’ (WB) (2d wk). Still strong 


with $18,000 anticipated after a great 
$25,000 last week. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3.- 
000; 50-65)—Take Letter’ (Par) and 
‘Calling Dr. Gillespie’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Tucking a neat $10,000 onto 
last week’s fine $14,000. 

United Artists (United 
(2,000; 50-65)—‘Mrs. 
-1 (6th wk). Still 
- {trim $10.000 after 


Detroit) 
Miniver’ (M-G) 
rolling along with 
$13,000 dast week. 








Washington, Sept. 15. 





Agent,’ latter helped by 
band, are also strong. 
Of the holdovers, 
Find You’ is. still 
lobbies, with ‘Across 
getting a terrific 
government ‘The 
| War,’ which inspired a 
notices from critics. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 2 
—‘Invisible Agent’ (U) 
| Krupa band on stage. 
|Last week, ‘Footlight 
| (20th) with vaudeville, $24,000. 
Columbia (Loew) (1,234: 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G). (2d wk). 


crowding 
The 

film. World 

set of 





with 


$17,500 in Okay Omaha 











week when ‘Agents Meet Ellery | 
Queen’ (Col) was the second feature 
with ‘Serenade’ 





Dandy’ and Vaude Sizzling $35, 000, 
Wash. Leader; ‘Sarong’ Swingy 156 


Business for the down town houses 


Gene Krupa | $35,000 is certain. 

| the Pacific’ 
‘Somewhere I'll! dandy $21,000. 
the 
Pacific’ 


|}‘Pardon Sarong’ 
hypo from the first 


| 000. 
At | 
rave 


8-39-44-66) | 
Gene | Last 
Fancy $25,000. 


| Find You’ 
28-55 )— 
Fine 


BOB HOPE VS. BOB HOPE 





| Corewre and Par Pix May Clash, 


But Latter Likely First 





Neither Paramount nor Sam Gold- 
wyn has decided on release dates 
for ‘Road to Morocco’ (Par) and 
‘They Got Me Covered’ (Goldwyn), 
both of which star Bob Hope and 
Dorothy Lamour. Bing Crosby is 
also with this pair in ‘Morocco.’ Also 
Par has not determined how 
‘Morocco’ will be sold, though ‘They 
Got Me Covered’ wil be released 
through RKO and marketed singly. 
Both films have been completed. 

Whichever picture is released first, 
the other no doubt will be held up 
to avoid conflict. Presumed Par’s 
‘Morocco’ will go out first. 


‘Ships With Wings’ Hot 
$12,000 in Prov.; ‘Wake, 
‘Sarong’ 13G Each in H.0, 


Providence, Sept. 15. 

With three holdovers here, main- 
stemmers have nothing to moan 
about since all are playing to near 
capacity biz. ‘Ships With Wings’ at 
RKO Albee is only new one around 
and doing nicely. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,300; 30-40-50)— 
‘Ships With Wings’ (UA) and ‘Marie 
Roget’ (U). Flying high with nifty 
$12,000 in sight. Last week, ‘Pride of 
Yankees’ (RKO) (4th wk) and ‘One 
Every Minute’ (U) (2d wk), solid 
$8,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew ) 
50)—’Panama_ Hattie’ (M-G) 
‘Grand Central Murder’ (M-G) (3d 
downtown wk). Holding over for 
nice $3,000 after nice $3,500 in second- 
run trip. 

Fay’s (Ir die) (2,000; 25-39-50)— 
‘Men of Texas’ (U) and vaude. More 
than holding own with good $7,000. 








30-40- 
and 


(1,400; 


Last week, ‘Give Out Sisters’ (U) 
and vaude, trim $7,800. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 30-40-50) 


‘Pardon My Sarong’ (U) and ‘Berlin 
Correspondent’ (20th) (2d wk). Still 
laying a happy tune with.grand 
$13,000 or near. Knocked off zowie 
$17,500 in first week. 

Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200; 55)— 
‘Men San Quentin’ (PRC) and Mar- 
tha Raye, plus Carl Tatz and his 
WEAN orchestra. Fairly good $7,500 
in three days. Last week, ‘Shut 
Mouth’ (Col) and Stan Kenton, ditto. 

State (Loew) (3,200: 30-40-50)— 
‘Somewhere Find You’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Looking for nice $12,000 after 
surprising $20,500 in first week. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Wake Island’ (Par) and ‘Alias Bos- 
ton Blackie’ (Col) (2d wk). Holding 
solid line for wham $13,000, after 
knockout $15,000 in initial session. 


STILL NO SUNDAY 








PIX IN KNOXVILLE: 





Knoxville, Tenn., Sept. 15. 
No films was the Knoxville menu 
last Sunday (13), the day they were 


| scheduled to start for the first time 


was 
ety 


in history here Reason 
preacher pressure that caused 
council Tuesday (8) to let an 
ordinance which would have per- 
mitted pictures on the Sabbath, die. 
Instead the council repealed its 1891 
‘Blue Law’ and appointed a coOm- 
mittee to study advisability of pass- 
ing an ‘enabling ordinance’ for Sun- 
day pix, as provided by state law. 

_ During the discussion of Sunday 
films, T. Wesley Hill, pastor of the 
Bible Baptist Church, who recently 
preached a sermon entitled ‘Why a 
Skunk Would Hold Its Nose in City 
Council’ was ejected from the hall 
for protesting too vociferously 
against the films. 





$10,000 in sight. 
ing $12,000. 


First session, smash- 


continues hefty. ‘Yankee Doodle Earle (WB) (2,210; 75-$1.10) — 
Dandy’ is off to a running start,|“Yankee Doodle Dandy’ (WB) with 
Pardon My Sarong’ and ‘Invisible | vaudeville on hoisted tariff, terrific 


(WB) with 


Keith’s (RKO) 
(U). 
Last week, ‘Eagle 
(U) (24 wk), lusty $9,000. 
Metropolitan (WB) (1,600: 
—‘Across Pacific’ (WB) 
film, "World at War. 
| tion is.a box stimulant, 
week, ‘Talk of 


and U. S. 
Added attrac- 
stout $9,500. 
Town’ (Col), 


$9,000. 
Serenade’ | 


(Loew) 
(M-G). 
ing $23,000 after 
$?27.000 


Palace 28-55)— 
(2d wk). 


first 


rl | 
Cork- | 
week hit 


4,6425 








| held 


Should 
| better 


| clocking 





| tle 


Last week, ‘Across 
vaudeville, 
(1,800; 40-50-65 )— 
Sizzling $15,- 
Squadron’ 


28-44) 





Tokyo, U.S.A.’-Miller Terrif $40,000 
In Hub; Holiday Inn’ Huge 276 in 2d 





‘Bambi’ Nice $8,000 On 


Denver H.0.; ‘Talk’ 146 





Denver, Sept. 15. 
‘Holiday Inn’ is packing the Den- 


ham for a second eal and may do 


almost as well as opening stanza. 
Stays for a third session. ‘Talk of 
Town’ and ‘Lucky Legs’ are filling 


the Denver for a nice total. ; 
Aladdin did overflow biz at special 


Monday night bond sale showing of 


‘Iceland,’ with seats going only to 
buyers of $1,000 bonds. Sale of bonds 
for this totalled $1,560,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 40-50-60)— 
‘Pied Piper’ (20th) after week at 
Denver. Fair $4,500, 
showing of ‘Iceland’ on bond strictly 
for sale of U. S. war bonds, Last 
week, ‘Pardon Sarong’ (U), after 
Denver week, nice $4,500. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 30-40-50- 
60)—'Sgt. York’ (WB). Mild $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G) 
and ‘Favorite Spy’ (RKO), 
Orpheum week, thin $2,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 30-40- 
50-60 )—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Gigantic $16,500 or thereabouts, 
which equals opening week mark. 
Stays for third stanza. Last week, 
broke records at $16,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525); 30-40-50-60) 
—Talk of Town’ (Col) and ‘Lucky 
Legs’ (Col). Big $14,000. Last week, 
‘Pied Piper’ (20th) and ‘A-Haunting 
Will Go’ (20th), big $16,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 30-40-50- 
60)—"Bambi’ (RKO) (2d wk) and 
‘Highways by Night’ (RKO). Okay 
$8,000 for holdover session, Last 
week, ‘Bambi’ (RKO) and ‘Spitfire 
Sees Ghost’ (RKO), fine $14,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 30-45)— 
‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th) and 
‘Little Tokyo, U. S. A.’ (20th) (2d 
wk). Fine $7,500. Last week, same 
duo, $9,000. 


FIND YOU’ 166 


FOR PITT. 1.0. 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 15. 
Town is practically all holdover 
this week, and okay. ‘Somewhere 


I'll Find You,’ at the Penn, is leading 
the pack. with “Tales of Manhattan’ 
a close second at the Harris. ‘Foot- 
light Serenade’ is going all right at 
the Fulton. Each of them is play- 


ing a second stanza. ‘Somewhere’ 
and ‘Tales’ will move elsewhere for 
'a third 


Estimates for This Week 


Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-40-55)— 
‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th) (2d wk). 
| Tough competition opening session 


this one down, 
comparatively 
wind up 


Last week, 


but is doing 
on holdover. 
around $6,500 or 
pleasing $8,000. 
Harris (Harris) (2,200; 35-50-65 )— 
‘Tales Manhattan’ (20th) (2d wk) 
H.o should have no trouble 
stout $11,600 House 
Town’ (Col) scheduled for 
(16) so ‘Tales’ will move 
to Senator. Last week, great $21,000 
to set a record for new Harris, top- 
ping opening week of ‘Shores Tripoli’ 


better 


session 


has 
‘Talk of 
Werinesday 


(20th) by more than $3,000. 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 30-40- 
55)—Somewhere Find You’ (M-G) 


(2d wk), Loads 
great $16,000 or near. Picture 
to Warner Thursday. Last 
smash $25,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800: 30-40-55)—‘Gay 
Sisters’ (WB) (4th wk). After pre- 
viousiy piaying one each at Warner 
and Penn, pretty fair $2,200 after 
$2,900 last week 

Senator (Harris) 
— ‘Lost Horizon’ 
Take It’ (Col). Reissue of 
Frank Capra hits rushed in 
‘Blondie for Victory’ (Col) and 
Tokyo, USA’ (20th) 
four days. Solid $3,800. Last week, 
‘Blondie’ and ‘Tokyo’ only about $1,- 
000 in abbreviated session. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800: 30-44-55-66) 
—‘Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure’ (M-G) 
and Jackie Cooper-Gertrude Niesen. 
Mild $17,000. Last week, ‘Blue Hori- 
zon’ and Lou Breese band and Three 
Stooges, nice $23,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-40-55)— 
‘Friendly Enemies’ (UA) and ‘Calling 
Dr. Gillespie’ (M-G). Will barely 
pay the rent at sad $3,700. Public 
is used to h.o.’s from Penn and these 


left, 
goes 
week, 


of dynamite 


(1,750: 
(Col) and ‘Can't 
two 
when 
‘Lit- 
flopped in 


first-run double features have a 
struggle. Last week, ‘Wings for 
Eagle’ (WB), moveover from Penn, 


; under $5,000. 


JONES LEADS THE MARCH 


Hollywood, Sept. 15. 
Universal assigned Allan Jones as 
|,fopper in ‘When Johnny Comes 
| Marching Home,’ with Phil Spital- 
ny’s all-girl orchestra featured. 
Bernard Burton produces 
Charles Lamont directs, 


and 
starting 


| Sept. 21 


with special 


after 


30-40-55) | 





| ‘ 
| travelog on South Africa. } 


Boston, Sept. 15. 
Although there are plenty of hold- 


overs, biz is satisfactory all around 
with the RKO _ Boston, ballying 
Glenn Miller’s farewell appearance, 
getting a terrific $40,000. Miller 
crew not helped much by ‘Little 
Tokyo, U.S.A.’ but 85c admish top 
a big aid. 


‘Holiday Inn’ at the Met is catch- 
ing sock trade in its second frame 
and would take more if it weren't 
for the Lamour-‘Wake Island’ war 
bond-bardment last night (Monday). 
Likely to go a third week, which is 
a record for this stand. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-55-65-75- 
85)—‘Little TFokyo, U.S.A.’ (20th), 
with Glenn Miller orchestra and Al 
Bernie. Colossal at $40,000 or over. 
Running seven short twe-hour shows 
a day and still turning them away 
for one of the biggest takes on rec- 
ord. Last week, ‘Magnificent Dope’ 
(20th), Johnny Long’s orch, Una 
Merkel, others, $29,000. 

Fenway (M-P) (1,375; 
Priorities on Parade’ (Par) ana 
‘Grand Central Murder’ (M-G). Only 
new film bill in town, staunch $5,500. 
Last week, ‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) and 
‘Spy Ship’ (WB), $7,000. 


30-44-80) — 
\ ana 


Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 40-55-65- 
75)—Pride Yankees’ (RKO) an@ 
‘Flying With Music’ (20th) (5th wk). 


Still perky at $16,000. 
$20,000. May go a sixth. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 30-44- 
55-60)—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) and ‘Dr. 
Broadway’ (Par) (2d wk). Terrif 
$27,000, and set for third week. Last 
week, $36,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 
—Somewhere Find You’ 
wk). Falling off a little, 
good draw at $21,000. 
$31,000. 

Paramount (M-P) 


Last week, 


40-65-70) 
(M-G) (2d 
but still a 
Last week, 


(1,800; 30-44-60) 


—‘Priorities on Parade’ (Par) and 
‘Grand Central Murder’ (M-G). A 
first-run bill, impressive $11,500. Last 
week, ‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) and ‘Spy 
Ship’ (WB), $12,500. 

State (Loew) (3.600: 40-65-70)— 
‘Somewhere Find You’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Trim $14,000. Last week, 
$22,000. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 17-28- 
44-55 )—‘Black Doll’ (U) and ‘Lady in 
Morgue’ (U). Nice $5,000. Last week, 
‘Danger Pacific’ (U) and ‘Not Ladies 
Man’ (Col), $4, 500 


‘Joan Ozark’ ~~ Tops 
In Indpls., Big $17,500; 
‘Orch Wives’ So-So 836 


Indianapolis, Sept. 15. 

he Circle is leading the town 
this week, with Alvino Rey and 
‘Joan of Ozark.” ‘Somewhere I'll 
Find You,’ in its second week at 
Loew’s, is sturdy, as is ‘Orchestra 
Wives’ at the Indiana Biz is hold- 
ing up well in first week of school. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600: 33-44- 
55)—‘Joan of Ozark’ (Rep) with Al- 
vino Rey orch on stage plus King 
Sisters. Clicko $17,500. Last week, 
‘Pied Piper’ and ‘A-Haunting Wil 
Go’ (20th), excellent $9,000 at 44c 
top. 


Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,200: 28-33- 


44)—‘Orchestra Wives’ (20th) and 
‘Careful, Soft Shoulders’ (20th). 
Third musical feature in row here 

average $8,500. Last week, ‘Holiday 


Inn’ (Par) and ‘Loves Edgar A. Poe’ 
(20th), healthy $12,000. 


Keith’s (Ind) (1,200: 28-44)—‘Yank 


in Libya’ (PRC) plus vaudeville. 
Pulling show to $3.800. good in four 
days. Last week, ‘Hello Annapolis’ 
(Col) and vaudeville, $5,000 in five- 
day run. 


Loew’s (Loew's) (2,450: 28-33-44) 
—T'll Find You’ (M-G) (2d wk). Go- 
ing strong in second sesh at $9,009. 
Last week, led town at $14,600. 

Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,850: 28-33- 
44)—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) and ‘Loves 
of Edgar A. Poe’ (20th). Nice $5,000 
on moveover. Last week, ‘Footlight 
Serenade’ (20th) and ‘Little Tokyo’ 
(20th), fair $3,600 on mo. 


FISHER’S TRAVELOGS 
Oakland, Cal., Sept. 15. 

‘Singapore Joe’ Fisher has launch- 
ed a new Technicolor-Film lecture, 
‘Seething India,’ under the local 
sponsorship of William E. Chamber- 
lain. Film dwelis on the back coun- 
try of India and lecture deals with 
the problems facing British states- 
men in Ghandi’s country. Much of 
the film is given over to shots show- 





ing self-tortire of the natives in 
religious ceremonies. 
Fisher is also preparing another 
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Kay Kyser Hypoes 


Spitfire’ to Giant 


$40,000 in Frisco, ‘Bway’ Great 146 








San Francisco, Sept. 15. 

Holdovers are occupying most local 
screens but the Golden Gate, one of 
exceptions, is setting a smasheroo 
pace with Kay Kyser on stage plus 
‘Mexican Spitfire’s Elephant.’ Kyser 
crew is largely responsible for a 
magnificent $40,000. : 

Only other newcomer, ‘Broadway, 
is tallying a stout $14,000 for United 
Artists, best for house in a long time. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-55)— 
‘Pied Piper’ (20th) and ‘Little 
Tokyo’ (20th) (2d wk). Ringing bell 
for second sesh at $16,000. Last 
week, $23,000, munificent. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850; 40-44- 
65)—‘Spitfire’s Elephant’ (RKO) plus 
Kay Kyser’s orch on stage. Kyser is 
running this up into stratosphere at 
$40,000. Last week, ‘Pride of Yan- 
kees’ (RKO) (4th wk) and stage 
show (2d wk), great $19,600. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-55)}—Pardon Sarong’ (U) and 
‘Sherlock Holmes Voice’ (U) (2d 
wk). Pace that broke attendance 
record last week continues into sec- 
ond round with smash $15,000 gross. 
Last week, $19.800, socko. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 50-65) 
—Holiday Inn’ (Par) and ‘Dr. 
Broadway’ (Par) (2d wk). Torrid 
$18,000 for second week. Last week, 
$27,000, sensational. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
55)—‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th) and 
‘Henry, Dizzy’ (Par) (2d wk of 
moveover). Holding up to $6,000. 
Last week, $7,500, big. 

United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 
(1,100: 35-40-55)—‘Broadway’ (U) 
and ‘Madame Spy’ (U). Hypoing 
b.o. here to $14,000, best in long time. 
Last week, ‘Lady in Jam’ (U) and 
‘Drums Congo’ (U) (3d wk), $5,800, 
disappointing. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 50-65)— 
"Tales of Manhattan’ (20th) and 
‘Thru. Different Eyes’ (20th) (3d 
wk). Still zooming along, elegant 
$18.500. Last week, $20,800, socko. 

Tiveli (Blumenfeld) (1,590; 35-40- 
55)—Lady in Jam’ (U) and ‘Drums 
Congo’ (U). Drooping to $1,500 on 
moveover to this out-of-way house, 
after three weeks on Market Street. 
Last week, ‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col) 
and ‘Meet Stewarts’ (Col) (Sd wk). 
sad $1,700. 





‘Ambersons’-W. Herman 
$16,000, Pacing Mpls; 
Talk Town’ Stout 136 


Minneapolis, Sept. 15. 

There has been a little drop from 
the boxoffice high in recent weeks, 
but the pace still is far above par 
and considerably ahead of a year 
ago. The slight dip in grosses is be- 
lieved only temporary and possibly 
due to less favorable weather. The 
big noises currently are the State's 
‘Talk of the Town’ and the Or- 
pheum’s combination of Woody Her- 
man on the stage plus ‘Magnificent 
Ambersons.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28 )— 
‘Escape from Crime’ (WB) and ‘Fin- 
gers at Window’ (M-G). Good $2,500 
in five days. ‘Pacific Rendezvous 
(M-G) and ‘Different Eyes’ (20th) 
opens Thursday (17). Last week, 
‘Tombstone’ (Par) and _ ‘Atlantic 
Convoy’ (Col) split with ‘Night New 
Orleans’ (Par) and “Top Sergeant 
(U), big $3,500 in eight days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 30-40-50 )— 
‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) (moveover). 
Plenty of zip left in this one after 
a big week at the State. Should reach 
good $5,500. Last week, ‘Gone With 
Wind’ (M-G) (2d wk) (40-50), $5,800. 

Gopher (P-S) (1,000; 28-30 )}—‘Jack- 
ass Mail’ (M-G). Fineg$4,000 in pros- 
‘Sweater Girl’ 





pect. Last week, 
(Par), oke $3,700 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,400; 40-44-55 )— 
‘Magnificent Ambersons’ (RKO) and 
Woody Herman orchestra on stage. 
Herman a favorite here and he’s 
boosting this combo to good $16,000. 
Last week, ‘Broadway’ (U) and 
Claude Thornhill orchestra on stage 
(40-50-60), good $17,000. 

State (P-S) (2,400; 30-40-50)—"Talk 
of Town’ (Col). Showered with 
praise. Also a fine advance cam- 
paign is helping to a trim $13,000. 
cast week, ‘Holiday Inn’ (Par), $13,- 
00, 

Uptown (Par) ( 1,100; 30-40)— 
‘Kings Row’ (WB). First neighbor- 
hood showing, nice $4,000. Last 
week, ‘This Above All’ (20th), $3,600. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 30-40-50- 
55)}—‘Gold Rush’ (UA). Flying high 
toward good $4,500. Last week, 
on Serenade’ (20th) (2d wk), 
2,500, 





TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Sept. 15. 


‘Listen. Boys’ is release tag on 


‘For Men Only’ at Metro. 
‘Lone Wolf Goes to a Party’ be- 


ane ‘One Dangerous Night’ at Co- 
umbia,. 


“vt 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
oS re $392,000 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
eS 0 $240,000 
(Based on 14 theatres) 


PIPER’ $9,000 
TOPS L'VILLE 


Louisville, Sept. 15. 

Business is pretty well distributed 
this week. Holdover of ‘Somewhere 
l’li Find You’ at Loew's State is 
benefitting other houses, and doing 
okay itself. ‘Pied Piper’ on a dual at 
the Rialto is topping the town while 
‘Gay Sisters’ is garnering coin at the 
Mary Anderson. ‘Big Street,’ at the 
Strand, also is making good. 

All houses continue getting a ter- 
rific play over the weekends. All 
houses are ballying heavily for war 
bonds. 

Estimates for This Week 











Brown (Fourth Avenue-Loew’s) 
(1,400; 15-30-40) — ‘Holiday Inn’ 
(Par), Shifted over from the Rialto 


after a big week at that house, and 
still shaping strong. Robust $3,500 
as. single. Last week, ‘Pardon 
Sarong’ (U) and ‘Top Sergeant’ (U), 
good $2,500 on third downtown 
week. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,250: 15-25) 
—Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and ‘Lady 
in Jam’ (U), split with ‘Vanishing 
Virginian’ (M-G) and ‘Moontide’ 
(20th). House back to split weeks. 
Average $1.700. Last week, ‘Song 
Islands’ (20th) and ‘Gentlemen from 
Point’ (20th), fine $2,000. 

Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,300; 15- 
25-40)—‘Somewhere Find You’ (M- 
G) (2d wk). Fine $8500 on h.o. 
stanza. Last week, terrif $14,000. 

Mary Anderson (‘Libson) (1,000: 
15-30-40) — ‘Gay Sisters’ (WB). 
Shaping up for stout $4,000, plenty 
okay for a single here. Last week, 
‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB), slick $4,000. 

Rialto (Fourth -Avenue) (3,400: 
15-30-40)—Pied Piper’ (20th) and 
‘Loves Edgar A. Poe’ (20th). Sturdy 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Holiday Inn’ 
(Par), sock $13,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
15-30-40)—Big Street’ (RKO) and 
‘Highways by Night’ (RKO). 
Caught steady weekend biz. Excel- 
lent $3,800. Last week, “Tombstone’ 
(Par) and ‘Joan Ozark’ (Rep), stout 
$5,000. 


| 





‘Sarong’ Port. Topper, 
Big $12,000; ‘Tales’ 11',G 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 15. 


‘Tales of Manhattan’ is rolling up 
a hefty score for the Paramount. 
riding in on good bally and plenty of 
names. ‘Pardon My Sarong,’ how- 
ever, is the town’s leader at the 
smaller Broadway. ‘Eagle Squadron’ 
is holding up well in its second 
stanza at the UA. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,900; 35-40- 
50)—‘Pardon Sarong’ (U) and ‘Pri- 
vate Buckaroo’ (U). Going over for 
a sockeroo $12,000. 
nie Rooney’ (UA) 
After Dark’ (UA) (2d wk), satisfac- 
tory $5,500. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1.- 
500; 35-40-50 )—Favorite Spy’ (RKO) 
and ‘Spitfire Sees Ghost’ (RKO) (2d 
wk). Nice $3,000 in five days. after 
surprisingly high first week at $7.500. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50 )—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) 
and ‘Different Eyes’ (20th). Looks 
like great $8,500. Last week, ‘Flight 
Lieut.’ (Col) and ‘Dr. Broadway’ 
(Par), hefty $10,000. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,000; 40-50-65) 
—'Tales Manhattan’ (20th). Single 
billed but in line for a hefty $11,500. 
Last week (35-50), ‘Pied Piper’ 
(20th) and ‘Escape from Crime’ 
(WB) (2d wk), great $8,400. 

United Artists (Parker) 
55-65) —‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) (2d 
wk). Rolling up strong $7,500. First 
week, grand $11,000. 


‘Bambi’ $7,000 in K. C., 
‘Find You’ 106, Both H.0. 


Kansas City, Sept. 15. 

Weather is warmer currently but 
even holdovers are not slowing up 
the business upbeat. ‘Holiday Inn,’ 
at the Newman, is in its third week, 
‘Somewhere I'll Find You,’ at Mid- 
land, is in its second, and ‘Bambi’ is 
also h.o. at the Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox-Mid- 

west) (820 and 2,043; 11-35-50 )—‘Pied 


(900; 40- 








Piper’ (20th). Fine $8.500. Last 
week, ‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th), 
$7,000. 


Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 11-35-50) 
—Somwhere Find You’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Gable-Turner combo headed 
toward splendid $10,000 after colos- 
sal $16.000 initial week. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 11- 
30-44 )—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) (3d wk). 
Pleasant $7,500 to better than $30,000 
for three weeks. Last week, stout 
$30,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,600; 11-30-44) 
—‘Bambi’ (RKO) and ‘Highways by 
Night’ (RKO) (2d wk). Strong $7,- 


000 after surprise $10,000 opening 
session, 

Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2,110; 11-35- 
50)—‘Postman Didn’t Ring’ (20th) 


with vaude headed by Bonnie Baker. 
Handsome $10,000. Last week, ‘Joan 
of Ozark’ (Rep) and ‘Dr. Broadway’ 
(U) with vaude, $8,000. 





Last week, ‘An- | 
and ‘Gentleman 








Town’ Talk of L. A., Hefty $42,500: 
Pacific So-So 306, ‘Inn Okay 206 
In 3d Wk., Crossroads Mild 24146 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Lotal Grosz 
This Week ... .$2,324,200 
(Based on 27 cities, 182 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tncruding 
R. ¥.) 


Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year .. .. $1,644,800 
(Based on 25 cities, 172 theatres) 


GAY SIS: 126, 
BALTO 2D WK. 


Baltimore, Sept. 15. 

There's only one lone new entry 
in the downtown lists this week fol- 
lowing the extra-strong lineup un- 
leashed for Labor Day. ‘Joan of 
Ozark,’ the newcomer, is _ faring 
nicely at the Mayfair. Of the hold- 
overs, ‘Somewhere I'll Find You,’ at 
Loew’s Century, and ‘Holiday Inn,’ 
at Keith’s, are éxtra solid. ‘Gay Sis- 
ters’ also is stout at the Stanley in 
its second week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17- 
25-30-38-40-55)—‘Somewhere I'll Find 
You’ (M-G) (2d wk). Holding 
strongly at $14,000 after rousing $18,- 
600 on first time round. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
17-25-28-38-44-55-66) —‘Talk of Town’ 
‘Col) (2d wk) plus h.o. of vaude 
headed by Larry Adler. Good $13,- 
000 after ringing up a steady $17,800 
on initial sesh. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 17- 
28-35-40-55)—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) (2d 
wk) Very solid at $11,000 after 
bullish $16,400 on first sesh. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-40) —‘Joan 
of Ozark’ (Rep). Town’s lone new 
entry. Nice $6,000. Last week, sec- 
ond of ‘Tombstone’ (Par), added nice 
$4.100 to good $5,300 for first frame. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581: 17-28-35- 
44)—‘Pied Piper’ (20th) (2d wk). All 
right in h.o. at $5,000 after good $7,200 
in previous week. 

Stanley (WB) (3,286: 17-28-40-55) 
—‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) (2d wk). Stout 
$12,000 after rosy $16,800 in first 


week. 
(Loew’s-UA) 














Valencia (1,450; 17- 


28-44-55) —- ‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) 
(moveover) (3d wk). Still going 





nicely at $3,500 after good total of 
$9,700 on previous brace. 





NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


Better Fall Biz, Stout Product Brings Record Number of 





Holdovers—10 Films Now Getting Big Coin 


With some 15 new, 


strong pictures, 





five of which 


stanzas in Omaha, Denver 


and K. C. ‘Talk of Town’ 


Los Angeles, Sept. 15. 

Most pictures currently are feel- 
ing the effects of early gasoline wore 
ries and the end of school vaca- 
tions, but recessions are not severe. 
‘Taik of Town’ is hitting a hefty 
$42,500 at Pantages and Hillstreet. 
The two Warner houses are getting 


a smart $30,000 with ‘Across the 
Pacific.’ 
Veloz and Yolanda. heading the 


stage layout, with ‘Hello Annapolis,’ 
will land an okay $17,000 at the 
Orpheum. ‘Crossroads,’ heading the 
dual combo at the State and Chinese, 
is not too good at $24,500. 

‘Holiday Inn’ is holding up so well 
at $20,000 in the two Paramount 
theatres on third sesh that it stays 
over fourth week at both houses. 

(Estimates for This Week) 

Carthay (F-WC) (1.516: 33-44-53- 
65-75 )—Miniver’ (M-G) (8th wk). 
Good $4,000 in view for what looks 
like last week. Plenty stout at $6,100 
on seventh stanza 


Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2.034: 
33-44-55-65-75)} —- ‘Crossroads’ (M-G) 
and ‘Affairs Martha’ (M-G). No 


great shucks at $9,500. Last week, 
‘Pied Piper’ (20th) and ‘A-Haunting 
Go’ (20th), profitable $13,400. 

Downtown (WB) (1.800: 33-44-55- 
65-75) — ‘Across Pacific’ (WB). 
Opened big and heading for so-so 
$16,000. Last week, ‘Yankee Doodle’ 
(WB) (4th wk), exited with good 
$13,000. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900: 33-44- 
55-65-75) —‘Pied Piper’ (20th) ‘A- 
Haunting Go’ (20th) (2d wk). Mild 
$3,600 following nice $5,000 in initial 
week. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100: 33-44-55-65- 
75)—‘Parachute Nurse’ (Col) and 
‘Spy Ship’ (WB) (2d wk). Profite 
able $3,000 in prospect after strong 
$3,300 last week 


Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 33-44-55- 


65-75 )—‘Across Pacific’ (WB). Mod- 
est $14,000 indicated. Last week, 
‘Yankee Doodle’ (WB) (4th wk), 
bowed out with fine $11,000. 

Orpheum (D’town) (2,200: 33-44- 


55-65 )—Hello Annapolis’ (Col), with 
Veloz and Yolanda headlining stage 
bill. No complaints at $17,000. Last 
week, ‘Through Different Eyes’ 
(20th), with Cab Calloway on stage, 
just missed breaking house record 
with whopping $25,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 44-55-65- 
75)—Talk of Town’ (Col) and ‘At- 
lantic Convoy’ (Col). Started with 
bang and likely will land a healthy 
$22,500. Last week, ‘Pride Yankees’ 
(RKO) and ‘Spitfire’s Elephant’ 
(RKO) (3d wk), oke $10,000. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,596; 33-44- 
55-65-75)—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) and 
‘Live on Danger’ (Par) (3d wk), 
Still counting profit at $11,000. Ex. 
cellent $19,500 in second week. 

Paramount Hollywood (2,204: 33- 
44-55-65-75) —- ‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) 
(3d wk). Aiming at good $9,000, fol- 





lowing bright $12,000 in second 
week 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,872; 33- 
44-55-65)—'Talk of the Town’ (Col) 
and ‘Atlantic Convoy’ (Col). Head- 
ing for rugged $20,000. Last week, 
| ‘Pride Yankee (RKO) and ‘Spit- 
i fire’s Elephant’ (RKO) (2d wk), rice 


$12,000. 
State (Loew-WC) (2,204; 33-44-55- 
| 65-75) —Crosstoads’ (M-G) and ‘Af- 


have been out for several weeks, presently spotted in is rated fine in Minneapolis, $13,000 in second Balto | fairs Martha’ (M-G). Not too potent 
key cities through the U. S., holdovers dominate first- week, stout on second Buffalo session, big in Denver | at $15,000. Last week, ‘Pied Piper’ 
run situations in nearly every important branch spot. | and topping L. A. in two spots at $42,500. Film ig | and ‘A-Haunting Go’ (20th), nice 
Latest product list of moneymakers appearing most getting an amazing $95,000 at the N. Y. Music Hall on $19,000. ' ‘ 9100: 33-44-55-65) 
often in larger city theatres include ‘Holiday Inn’ | its third week and holds over. ae oo ge yt a oot 
(Par), “Tales of Manhattan’ (20th), ‘Bambi’ (RKO), ‘Dandy’ is listed terrific at $35,000 in Washington, | ing Go" (20th) Qa wk). Trim $6,000, 


‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ (WB), 


‘Pardon My Sarong’ (U), ‘Somewhere I'll Find You’ for 15th week in N. Y. at $2.20 top. George M. Cohan 
(M-G), ‘Pied Piper’ (20th), ‘Across the Pacific’ (WB) | story begins string of additional runs in next few 
and ‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th). weeks at 75c-$1.10 scale. ‘Across the Pacific,’ now in 
Others figuring prominently in bookings, but around | second week with band at N. Y. Strand at stout 
for some time are “Gay Sisters’ (WB) and ‘Pride of | $41,000, is nice in Buffalo, great on Philly h.o., okay | 
Yankees’ (RKO). Addit ‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G), in Cincinnati, tri on second Jersey City sesh and 
which continues to run on and on, and ‘Eagle Squad- $30,000, two L. A. spots 
ron’ (U) still are around the ke ‘Orchestra Wives’ ‘Sarong’ is great $21,000, third N. Y. week; toppe1 
(20th) and ‘Priorities on Parade’ (Par) are thus far at $12,000, Portland; ‘grand on second Providence | 
not outstanding stanza, hot $15,000 in D. C. and smash Frisco second | 
Number of second and third weeks being played by session. ‘Wake Islan continues to hold up well in | 
pictures this week possibly will hit an all-time high N. Y¥.. with sock $40.000 « econd stanza. being also 
The week sees ‘Ships with Wings’ (UA), being solid on Providence holdove1 
launched with bright $12.000 in Providence, and ‘Hat- ‘Find You’ is equally stro on second sessions as | 
ter’s Castle’ (Par) getting under way with excellent in initial weeks. On second weeks it is $23,000 in | 
biz in Montreal. Washington, strong in Indianapolis; $17,000, St. Louis; 
Of the ‘Big Ten’ lineup, current stanza is virtually $25,000, Chicago; nice in Providence; $14,000, Balto: 


a repetition of last week excepting pictures are play- 
‘Inn,’ which is current in 


ing second sessions. 


18 key cities covered by ‘Variety’ correspondents, is 


stacking up solidly on holdovers. 


in Cleveland, K. C. and Los Angeles, 
justifying a fourth week in two spots. 


also on moveovers, and has a fine $40,000 for its sixth rently 

week at big N. Y. Paramount. A big 55G in Chicago, and good $12.000 
fine in St. Louis and great in Portland, the Irving | cgessions in Newark. 
Berlin opus is rated solid to great on second weeks Squadron’ i 

in Frisco, Omaha, Brooklyn, Baltimore, Detroit, Bos- Port. holdover. 


ton, Seattle, Buffalo and Denver, 
its opening week mark in Denver. 


‘TALES’ HEFTY 
hefty $11,500 on opening week in Portland, 
sessions in St. 
$26,000 for Philadelphia holdover and wow $18,500 on is 


‘Tales,’ 


is trim on its second 





nice te 


third Frisco sesh. ‘Bambi’ is 


‘Talk of Town’ 


about tres: fine 
Cleveland. 
It’s on third weeks N. Y.. 


Promises to equal 


(Col), 


the L. A. take 


Film is stout ‘Gay Sisters’ 


Louis and Pitt, 
swinging 
third CI 





trong in second 


‘Pied Piper,’ is 


fine $16,000, fifth 


with vaude; $22,000, fifth Philly session, and $18,500 


great in K. C.; $16,009, Pitt; $35,000, two Boston thea- 

in’ Louisville, 
‘Footlight 

is fine on third Detroit stanza, nice on Pitt h.o., 

and good on Denver second sesh. 

is spurting into prominence again cur- 

with $10,500 in Seattle, fine $16,000 in Philly 


$15,000, Buffalo; and $17,500, 
Serenade,’ strong $60,000 in 


in Cleveland. 
Brooklyn 


It has great second 
and Balto. ‘Eagle 


strong $22,000 in Brooklyn and stout on 


rated 


lyn, great $22,000, second Detroit session; tops in 
Louisville, okay second Balto stanza; wow $23,000, 
Newark; arid $16,000, second Frisco week. ‘Pride’ 


now mostly on extended dates in big city deluxers, 
Boston week; $19,000, 


ney i at ar = 


satisfactory $20,000 in Brook- | 


after $7,600 first week. 
| Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 33-44-55- 
r65)—‘Pied Piper’ (20th) and 
‘A-Haunting Go’ (20th) (2d wk). 
So-so $5,000, following healthy $9,200 
| opening week 


| ‘Horizon’ Great $9,500 


| In Mont’l; ‘Castle’ 61,G 


Montreal, Sept. 15 


| Standees at all houses downtown 
lover weekend despite many hold- 
ovel ‘Blue Horizon’ look best 


urrel tly 

Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2.700; 30-45-62)— 
|‘Blue Horizon’, (Par). Wham $9,500 
lin sight. Last week, ‘Pardon Sarong’ 
1 (U) (2d wk), $7.000. 

Capitol (CT) 2,700; 30-45-62)— 
| ‘Hatter’s Castle’ (Par) and ‘Priorities 
| Parade’ (Par). Excellent $6,500. Last 
|week, ‘Are Husbands Necessary’ 


| (Par) and ‘Dr. Broadway’ (Par), 
|} good $5,500. 

| Loew’s (CT) (2.800; 35-53-67)— 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (5th wk). 


| Pacing smash $7,500 after $9,000 last 
week 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 
‘A-Haunting Will Go’ 
| ‘Little Tokyo’ (20th). 
1$4,500. Last week, 
(Col) and ‘Blondie College’ (Col), 
| fair $3,500. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100: 30-40-60)— 
‘Blockade’ (UA) and ‘House Across 
|Pay’ (UA) (3d wk). Good enough 


30-40-52 )— 
(20th) and 
Sighting nice 
‘Flight Lieut.’ 
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ost and N. Y. Times Merchandising 


Consultant Cues 


On Advantages of Sales Promotion 


Declaring that every successful 
merchandiser had either consciously 
or otherwise used show business 
methods to reach the top, Samuel J 


Cohen, merchandising advisor to| 
the Saturday Evening Post and/| 
merchandising consultant to the 
New York Times, last week ad- 


vised publicists to steer clear of the | 


strict confines of their craft and 
meke sales promotion their business 
instead. 


Addressing a meeting of the Pub- | 


licity Club of New York, Cohen 


warned that idea men, such as pub- | 
licists, in show business or in other | 


to be 
wall- 


would continue 
underpaid and unappreciated 
flowers in any setup,. with 
grabbing off credit for sales made 
under the impetus of publicity, so 
long as they remain in a position 


industries, 


where they can’t check actual sales | 


results. 
Cohen advised publicists to work 
jnto distribution via sales promotion 


instead of publicity and and gave 
instances where sales executives in | 


the retail and manufacturing fields 
heave cashed in for years afterwards 
on ideas originally evolved by pub- 
licists, 

Pay for It, If Necessary 


The speaker also said that in sales | 


not advisable to 
space for results. 
to free space, 


promotion it was 
depend on free 

While not averse 
Cohen said that the best way 
selling an idea to get it into an 
advertisement exactly in the form in 
which it is wanted instead 
ins a chance on the’ manner 
extent to which it would be used 


is 
of tak- 
and 
in 


news columns. Too many surefire 
merchandising plans have been 
sluffed due to unwise economy 
Cohen said he foresees tougher 
tin:es ahead for those publicists who 


faii to merge their activities with 
sales promotions, because of restric- 
tions on civilian goods which 
already seriously affecting the men’s 
ciothing,. electrical appliance, drug 
ard—before long—the show business. 


War Production Board regulation of | 


BILL SUSSMAN MAY 
TAKE OVER 2 HOUSES 


civilian supplies, he pointed out, has 
siveady indirectly resulted in re- 
duction of free space, with further 
cuiting likely as the war goes on. 

Referring to an important industry 
head who, he said, was looking for 
gaies executives with a_ publicity 
sient, Cohen said that industries will 


require, and discover that it is 
easier to find, publicists with sales 
icieas instead. 


Touching on picture business meth- 
ods, Cohen expressed the opinion 
that film exploiteers have failed to 
capitalize on the support of retail- 
ers hv 


"using dAatad 


ae 


‘ 
mattad laal 


- re 
ral 


pace instead of hard, commercial, 


advertising tieups based on sound 
merchandising policies which de- 
partment stores, among others, could 
scarcely afford to pass up. 


FOREIGN FILM P.AS 


MAP CO-OP WITH OWI. 


Wilbur Morse, of the Office of War 
Information, huddled with 
ternational Film Relations 
tee, meeting the 
N. Y. (14) 


Commit- 
Hays office 
and went 


at 
Monday 


In 
ovel 


the matter of IFRC members carry- | 


ing out assignments for the OWI 
The Committee has been 
ing with the OWI in placement 
certain material, and the meeting 
was merely a checkup to ascertain 
pr-sress of the work. 

Michael Hoffay, RKO foreign pub- 


lic.ty director, was named editor of 
the IFRC feature service. He suc- 
ceeds Albert Deane, Paramount 


foreign ad-publicity chief, under the 
system of rotating editors, each serv- 
ing one month. 

It was reiterated at the PRC ses- 


sion that IFRC members are cutting | 


ad-publicity matter to the bene in 
order to conserve transportation. 
Also reported that the IFRC victory 


emblem and slogan has been adopted 
by film companies for use in Argen- 


tina. Numerous other Latin-Ameri- 


Publicists in N. Y. 





others | 


! which 


of | 


are | 


the In- | 


cooperat- | 
of | 


? 


Lee Blumberg Quits 
WB for Non-Pro Firm 


Blumberg, of the 
field exploitation staff and 


Lee in charge 


Warner 


with the company 15 years in Phila- | 


| Sets Prelim Details 


delphia and New York, resigned last 
week to become advertising and 


promotion manager for a New York | 
He started on the new | 


hosiery firm. 
job Monday (14). 

Until Mort Blumenstock can de- 
cide on a successor, Paul Lazarus, 
in charge of sales 


Slides and Offstage 
Voices May Replace 





Special Film Trailers 





> 
Due to restrictions on raw film 


stock, special trailers are out for the | 


duration unless ways and means can 
be found at some future date to ease 
the situation. Theatres using special 

including those 
play stageshows, have been 
advised they will have to grin and 
it. 
trailers, outside of those plugging 
forthcoming pictures, are those deal- 


trailers, houses 


bear Among other purposes of 


ing with changes in policy, prices, 
holiday buildups, contests and the 
like. 


Most picture houses are expected 
to turn to slides, while some may 
use offstage voices to inform of new 


stage bills, etc. as has been done on ! 


occasion largely as a novelty stunt 
Under an agreement of all the dis- 
tributors, a ceiling on the length of 


trailers for feature pictures has been | 


set in accordance with the grade of 
the films. 





Though reported planning to re- 


main in distribution, with deals for 
executive sales posts said to be un- 
William Sussman 


meantime is dickering for the acqui- 


der’ discussion, 


| huge 


Lewis, Par Radioite 





Hollywood, Sept. 15. 
Lewis checks in at the 
Paramount studio this week to be- 
| come radio contact under George 
| Brown, succeeding Bob Hussey, who 
‘recently resigned to become an 
agent. 


| Martin 


Lewis has held a similar job in 
|Paramount’s New York office for 
|several months, and was previously 
|connected with Movie and Radio 
Guide 





Pix Publicity Group 


For Nat’l Scrap Drive 


| Initial steps for the Public Rela- 
| tions Committee, eastern group, par- 
advertising for | 
WB, will supervise the exploitation | 
| department. 


ticipation in the industry's national 
scrap drive next month were taken 


at the meeting of the PRC last 
Thursday (10). Personnel to help 
on the campaign was requested 


| through David Lipton, member of the 
| PRC, now collaborating with Arthur 
| Mayer, of War Activities Committee, 


who is also chairman of the scrap 
campaign of the film business. Both 
in turn are cooperating with Monroe 
Greenthal, presently attached to the 
War Production Board, in charge of 
salvage. 

Hays office ad code 
brought up for discussion. Current 
industry bond campaign also 
was a vital topic at the session, 

F&M’s Click Drive 
St. Louis, Sept. 

Fanchon & Marco Enterprises, 
Inc., headed by Harry C. Arthur, 
Ji.. sponsored a scrap iron and rub- 
ber drive through its four deluxers 
and 31 nabes of the St. Louis Amus. 
* ..s chain last week and the USO, 
which received the revenue from the 
Sele of the stuff, was enriched 
$2,000 The kiddies toted 729.232 
pounds of scrap and 65,570 pounds of 
to the Various houses and 
ter the total was carted off 
lot junk dealers made bids 

In appreciation for their efforts 
| F&M staged three-hour horse opera 
shows for the kiddies in the Mis- 
| souri, Fox and St. Louis theatres, 
awarded four pinto ponies to the 
ones who produced the most scrap 
and also dished out other prizes. 
| It was originally planned to award 


was not 


15. 


old rubber 


where 


testants said he’d rather have the 
quadruped than a $100 war bond. 





Ushers Scrap Lockers 
Buffalo, Sept. 15. 
Ushers and house staff of Shea 
(Par) Great Lakes are hanging their 
clothes on hooks and have turned in 
their steel lockers to aid the scrap 
|metal drive. 





to one | 


but two ponies, but one of the con- | 





Dedicate (Harry) Kalmine Centre; 
Other Theatre Exchange Briefs 





Pittsburgh, Sept. 15. 
Kaimine Recreation Centre, a new 
building at Camp O'Connell, for un- 
derprivileged children, was dedicated 


by members of the local Variety 
Club last week. Spot was named in 
honor of Harry Kalmine, head of 


WB theatre department, who started 
the project a year ago when he was 
Warner zone manager here. Orig- 
inal dough was obtained from pro- 
ceeds of testimonial dinner given 
Kalmine upon his elevation by thea- 
tre circuit, and remainder was raised 
few weeks ago by Kalmine’s  suc- 
cessor here, Moe Silver, with the 
help of Dapper Dan club, through an 
all-star vaude show staged in con- 
nection with big outdoor boxing 
card, 

George Elmo, former Par sales- 
man here but more recently com- 
pany’s exchange manager in Cleve- 
land, has joined U sales force in 
Ohio city: and Abe Weiner, ex-UA 
head in Pittsburgh whe went from 
here to Baston and then to Albany, 
has gone to work for U as a special 
representative for Bill Scully. 

Closed for five weeks for exten- 
sive renovation, Nemacolin§ (Pa.) 
theatre has reopened under manage- 
ment of Peter Profili, Vestaburg and 
and Fredericktown exhib, who re- 
cently acquired property which had 
previously been booked by Ideal 
Amusement Co. out of Johnstown. 

Joe Mazzei, local showman. dou- 
bling in brass these days. In addi- 
tion to being Gabe Rubin’s assistant 
at Art Cinema, local foreign film 
site, he’s also a special policeman at 
ithe Union Steel Co. 

Chris and John Lampros, Farrell 
exhibs, have just learned of the 
death of their father in Greece sev- 
eral months ago. 

Paula Payson has resigned as sec- 
retary at the local RCA-Photophone 
office. She plans to be married 
hortly and will move to Detroit. 

Briefies: Glenn Carruthers, Grove 


City exhib, up and around again 
after a long illness Lester Cutler, 
PRC producer who commutes be- 
tween Pittsburgh and Hollywood, 
will make the Coast his permanent 
address next month...H. E. Ham- 


mond’s Lyric theatre in Erie swings 
back to full-time operation this week 
...Mrs. Lew Lefton, wife of PRC 
franchise holder here, okay again 
after a serious operation...Femme 
ushers go into both of WB's ace 
houses downtown, Stanley and War- 
ner, this week...Allied Caravan due 
in Pittsburgh late this month, but 
dates haven't been definitely set. 


Ballentine’s Berth 

Harry Ballentine, branch manager 
of 20th-Fox in San Francisco, has 
been named district for the 
Coast district covering Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, Seattle and Portland. 
At the same time, Herman Wobber, 
Pacific Coast district manager, 


manager 


sales 


sition of two theatres in Cumber- 7 Le a en aes fore made western division manager, 

land, Md. Understood deal is in as- extending his scope over Denver and 

sociation with his uncle, Herman MDIC AUITSPEENS rs | Salt Lake City as well ix Ax 
LAP RaW PR SD 0 VN. 2 > aed es 

five houses in lower N. Y. state. | Al Laurice, veteran Frisco sales- 


Latier has one each in Pleasantville, 


| Brewster, Mt. Kisco, Amenia and 
Wappinger Falls. 

The two Cumberland, Md., the- 
atres which the Sussmans may take 


| over are the Maryland, 
| first-run, and the Embassy, a second- 
run which has a capacity of 700. 

| Bill Sussman, long in distribution 
| and widely known, recently resigned 
20th-Fox as eastern division 
manager. He had previously 
| been a sales executive for Par at 
its h.o. 


| from 


sales 


| Plug ‘Wake’ to Femmes 


| eaten 


Slight switcheroo has been made 


on the advertising campaign 
‘Wake Island’ for its Rivoli 
run in order to encourage 
| femme trade. 

tivoli ads now stress quotes from 
| ep» ~ : a0 

| Kate Smith, and special radio broad- 
} casts also play up the femme possi- 
| 

| 

} 


on 


additional 


bilities of the film. 





Bruce Smith’s Preem 
Minneapolis, Sept. 15. 
Columbia has scheduled world 
premiere of ‘Smith of Minnesota’ for 
the Paradise theatre Fairbault. 
!Minn., Sept. 25. It’s the home town 
lof the former Minnesota All-Amer- 


can countries are also using the slo- |ican halfback, Bruce Smith. The ex- 


Ban, ‘America, Free and United,’ 
which originally was created by 


Gerald Keyser, Warner Bros. foreign 
It also has been 


ad-publicity chief, 


adopted by numerous 
firms in these Latin-American na- 
tions. 


|collegian around whom the picture 
| was built is now a member of the 
| armed forces at Great Lakes Train- 
jing school and it’s hoped that he'll 


industrial |be able to obtain a leave to attend. 


His parents 
guests of honor. 


and sister will be 


| 
j 
| 
| 
} 


900-seater | 


(N.Y.) } 


Minneapolis, Sept. 15. 
One reason why theatre 
{here is showing so much larger in- 
| creases than that of the other Twin, 
| St. Paul, may be found in the fact 
|that statistics reveal that the num- 
lber of St. Paul residents working 
}declined from 120,000 last October 
jto 112,000 in June, and the number 
{seeking jobs dropped from 8,800 to 
4,500, the trade believes. 

In Minneapolis, employment, 
{wages and purchasing power have 
|} Jumped considerably, due to the war 
| industries, In St. Paul, however, 
many workers undoubtedly have 
‘left to take war jobs in other cities, 
the survey showed. 


NETTER ON THE LAM 


Into the Field Again for Huddles 
With Dixie Pards 


| Getting into the field oftener to 
| discuss theatre problems, policies 
|and the like, Leon Netter, Para- 


| mount homeoffice theatre executive, 
| leaves Monday (21) for three differ- 
; ent points where Par has partners. 
He will visit Charlotte, where 
| Wilby-Kincey operates: Charlottes- 
| ville, Va., headquarters of Hunter 

Perry of the Dominion circuit: and 
| Asheville, where the Par partner is 
| Carl Bamford. 

Netter recently was in others parts 
of the south where Par operates. 
His going into the field oftener, also 
true of Leonard Goldenson and Sam 
| Dembow, Jr., makes it less necessary 
|for the partners to come into the 
often. 


h.o 


TWIN CITY, ST. PAUL 


business | 





man, has been moved up and named 
San Francisco branch manager in the 
spot formerly held by Ballentine. 


Two other promotions went into 
effect in the mideastern district, 
James J. Grady, manager of Cin- 
cinnati branch, being made mid- 


eastern district manager. George A. 
Roberts has been switched to the 
homeoffice for special duties. Grady’s 


territory will include Cleveland, 
Buffalo and Cincinnati, with head- 
quarters in Cleveland. L. J. Bugie, 


formerly city salesman at Cincy, be- 
comes branch manager. 

Ballentine’s rise is third promo- 
tion made from the ranks by Tom 
Connors. Edward X. Callahan.previ- 
ously was made northeastern district 
manager and Paul Wilson, south- 
eastern district chief. Setup now 
includes two division managers and 
nine district managers. 

WB's Can. Sales 

Warners on Sept. 28 and 29 will 
hold a sales meeting in Canada, 
where the company sells its product 
full-line. This tops four regional 
meetings held by the company in the 
states, where pictures are sold five 
at a time. 

Ben Kalmenson will preside at the 
Canadian sessions, to be held -~at 
Toronto, while others to attend from 
the homeoffice include Joe Bernhard, 
Roy Haines, Mort Blumenstock, 
Arthur Sachson and A. W. Schwal- 
berg. Entire Canadian territory is 
supervised by Wolfe Cohen. 


Meet 





No Philly Variety Show 


Philadelphia, Sept. 15. 
_ Tent 13 Variety Club is dropping 
its annual dinner for the duration. 
The event, usually held in Decem- 
ber, has been one of the outstanding 
social and civic functions in Phila- 
delphia with more than 1,200 at- 
tending each year at $10 a head. 
Funds raised at this dinner are used 











for aid to 
ferers. 

The club will hold a drive instead 
for the funds with Jack Beresin 
heading the campaisin committee. 
Aiding him will be Lieut. Leon 
Levy, USN, treasurer, and Jay 
Emanuel, Alfred J. Davis, Ben 
Amsterdam and Charles Goodwin as 
members of the committee. 

The club also announced 
cancelling its annual golf tourna- 
ment held in former years at the 
Philmont Country Club. 


infantHWe paralysis suf- 


it was 


Jules Lapidus to WB 

Jules Lapidus, eastern district man- 
ager for Universal for three years, 
headquartering at the New York ex- 
shange, joins Warner Bros. Monday 
(21) as metropolitan N. Y. district 
head, succeeding Sam Lefkowitz, who 
recently resigned. Prior to making 
deal with Lapidus, Charles Stern, 
district manager for United Artists at 
Boston, was reported under consid- 
eration. 

In the distribution branch for 15 
years. Lapidus was formerly U 
branch manager at Pittsburgh where 
he started as salesman for Metro and 
was with that company 10 years. 

Lefkowitz, veteran sales exec, has 
become N. Y. branch manager for 
VA 

Burt Champion's Rivoli, N. Y. 

Burt Champion, on the Paramount 
publicity payroll handling ‘Wake 
Island’ engagement in N. Y., is 
scheduled to take over advertising- 
publicity post at the Rivoli, where 
film is current. Jim Dunne recently 
resigned to join 20th-Fox. This may 
be officially announced this week at 
a meeting of the Skouras-Par operat- 
ing committee. 

Before coming into Par recently, 
Champion had been associated with 


Lynn Farnol and formerly United 
| Artists. 
Jones Back to Atlanta 
T. X. Jones, Wilby-Kincey execu- 


tive, returned to Atlanta Friday (11). 
Herman Robbins, head of National 
Screen Service, was home ill several 


| days last week. 

Recovered from a strep throat, 
Archie Berish, head booker at the 
Warner exchange, is back at his 


desk. Roy Haines, eastern sales man- 
ager for Warners, was in Boston last 
week to discuss sales in that terri- 
tory. Gus Solomon, who has been 
selling for Warners in northern New 
Jersey, has been transferred to the 
N. Y. City territory. 
Conhaim, Curtey Switch 
Albany, N. Y., Sept. 15. 

Manager Mel Conhaim moved from 
Warner Bros.’ Ritz to the Strand, 
while Jules Curley transferred to the 
Ritz. Conhaim came here from a 
Warner house in Elmira in late 1940 
to take the place of Bob Rosenthal. 
Curley, who for some time had been 
in charge of advertising and pub- 
licity in the upstate zone offices, last 
year assumed the post at the Strand. 
He succeeded Andy Roy, shifted to 
Stanley, Utica. Jerrv Atkin now 
WOFK iif with district “manager 
Charles Smakwitz on publicity and 
exploitation. 

The Albany, one of the city’s old- 
est picture houses and shuttered last 
June by Warner's, will be relighted 
after a new front installed. The 
front, which will extend to an ad- 
jacent store and to the floors over 
the theatres, is to be modernistic. 
Cost will be $4,500. 


Ned Collins’ Kudos 


Denver, Sept. 15. 

Ned Collins, manager of the Egyp- 
tian, Delta, Colo., was awarded the 
Rick Ricketson annua) plaque for 
‘showmanship, resourcefulness and 
effort,’ and as a reward for this has 
has been moved to Denver as a 
booker for the southern district for 
Fox Intermountain Theatres, of 
which Ricketson is division manager. 

Fox has opened and operating 
until Nov. 15 the Pando theatre at 
Camp Hale, an army ski-training 
center, near Leadville, Colo. Robert 
Nelson, city manager for Fox at 
Leadville, will supervise the Pando 
until the army takes over. 


1s 


iS 





Bob Lang Alds Hamrick 
Seattle, Sept. 15. 
Bob Lang, new assistant manager 
at Music Hall (Hamrick-Evergreen), 
where Bill Hamrick manager, 
Lang succeeds Jack Corcoran, re- 
signed, 


is 





F-WC to Reopen L. A. House 
Los Angeles, Sept. 15. 
Marquis theatre, long shuttered, 
has been leased for a long term by 
Fox-West Coast and will be re- 
apa next month after a polishing 
job. 


RKO’s Uptown, Detroit 
Uptown theatre, Detroit, has been 
added to the RKO midwest theatres 
division in charge of Tom Gorman. 
Louis Lutz continues as house man- 
ager. 
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Lack of Transportation Hits U. S. 
Firms on Shipment of Pictures; Urge 


Greater Care on 





Hollywood, Sept. 15. 

It appears definite that lack of 
transportation during the next year 
will make it impossible for the ma- 
jors to export to Latin America as 
many films as they have in the past. 
It will be a matter of picking and 
choosing among regular domestic 
features and shorts to decide which 
of them should be soundtracked in 
€ yanish and Portuguese for Latino 
eonsumption. 

Foreseeing this, RKO has quietly 
a opted a policy, wherever possible, 
of injecting material which would 
make its product particularly suit- 
able for the south of Dixie market. 
Thus, if there’s competition for ship- | 
ping space aboard planes and boats, 
the studio figures it has a head start 
in getting its pix the nod from Gov- 
ernment authorities. 

t's a kind of insurance plan that 
RKO has adopted and one that will 
possibly pay off with reasonably 
good dividends. Although 
rentals extracted from the south-of- | 
the-border nations is minor, in com- | 
parison with U. S. income, they are | 
nothing to be overlooked. RKO | 
scheme, as a result, may be found | 
creeping into other lots. 

50% or Less 

It's uncertain yet just what per- | 
centage of the number of films that 
formerly went to Latin America will 


be able to find shipping space in 
1942-43. A rough guess might be 
50‘. or less, unless the Latinos miss 


their Hollywood diversion to such an 
extent the government puts up a 
squawk and breaks down resistance 
to films of Army men in Washington 
who dish out shipping priorities. 
They naturally see military equip- 
ment, food and many other essen- 
tials as more vital than entertain- 
ment, although that’s a mistake 
that’s been made before. 


Selection of which pix shall go to 
Latin America lies pretty much in | 
the hands of the Office of the Co- | 
ordinator of Inter-American Af- 
fairs. Under a plan explained to a 
number of studio people here, dur- 
ing the past week by Francis Al- 
stock, director of the film division | 
of the OCIAA, that agency wil! 
work closely with the foreign man- 
agers of the majors in making the 
sclection of films. 

Pix which the OCIAA favors for 
Latino audiences are not necessarily 
those which have a direct Latin | 
American angle, although they are. | 
of course, favored if the subject is 
tet SRB GE Bp Be OR -TAore- ix . | 
portant, however, are pictures of an 
ideological or war nature. OCIAA 
aims to have the citizens of the 
U. S.’s good neighbors shown that | 
the way of life here is good and 
worth preserving. Conversely, it 
likes Latins to see that life undet 
the Axis is a nightmare to be avoid- 
ed at any cost. Likewise, the Rocke- 
feller office wants shown that the | 
U. S. has an Army and Navy that’s 


| 30 years, will retire next month, ac- 


total | 


| tures in all parts of the United King- 


| call-up here has thinned the ranks of | 
|players and technicians until British 


Export Selections 


SQUIERS QUITS M-G POST 








Leaves as Gen’l Mgr. in England, 
But Stays in Another Capacity 





James Squiers, general manager 
for Metro in England for more than 


cording to word received in N, Y. 
from Sam Eckman, managing direc- 
tor for the corporation in Great 
Britain. Squiers stays as director of 
Metro’s’ British companies even 
though retiring from the active man- 
agexrial post. 

No new general manager for Eng- 
land has as yet been selected. 


Longer Runs 
Seen Vital In 


Great Britain 


London, Sept. 1. 
for American pic- 








Longer runs 
dom are more than a possibility in | 
the Fear of a 


disastrous shortage of new releases 


immediate future. 














| May Stymie Pix 


Continued from page ! 


sofar as it is considered essential to 
wartime needs. 

Majority of exhibitors and pro- 
ducers alike regard the demise of 
double billing as virtually a fore- 
gone conclusion. All Government 
regulation of the film industry, here- 
tofore by suggestion, points to a de- 
sire on the part of the authorities 
for screen programming made up for 
the most part of a single feature, a 
regular short and one or two shorts 
dealing with Government activities. 
The extent to which the regular 
studio production schedules will em- 
body war themes would, from ac- 
counts, figure strongly in the official 
attitude towards industry activities. 

Single billing, however, is not con- 
sidered by any means the. most 
troublesome problem which exhibi- 
tors and producers could be faced 
with, though it would undoubtedly 
work a hardship on some of the 
smaller producing companies and 
theatre operators. The general trend 
of Government policy appears to be 
towards channeling studio man- 
power into the various branches of 
the service in order to provide the 
os adantiate 
aaua MUCUS 

technicians. 

production 


armed forces with 
reservoir of trained 
Limitation of studio 
would automatically send many 
more studio workers into branches 
of the service which can use tech- 
nical crews. 
‘Essential’ Industry 

Though it has been the openly 
stated policy of the authorities that 
the picture business is ‘essential’ and 
should be maintained, the require- 
ments of the Army and Navy 
obviously modify any such broad, 
general classification. Question now 
is to what extent the motion picture 


| industry is to be maintained, com- 


patible with wartime exigencies, 
In some quarters any drastic 
regulation, such as shuttering of 





is rapidly reaching the acute stage | 
among renters and exhibitors. 
News of America’s tightening up | 


on production adds to the growing | 
alarm, especially in view of the im- | 
possibiity of American subjects 
being made in British studios. Army 


production has 


crimped. 


become hopelessly 


As the trade sees it, the only so- 
lution is for the long-established rule 
of weekly runs for general releases 
to be set aside for the duration, al- 
lowing boxoffice hits to run in any 
one house for as long as business | 
Warrants, 


EALING, INCORPORATED, 
TO DO BIZ IN AMERICA 


15. J 


- 





Albany, Sept. 
udios, Ltd., according to 
filed here by H. William | 
Fitelson, its U. S. counsel, has quali- | 
fied itself to transact business in 
America. The company is headed 
by Michael Balcon. Company turns | 


Ealing St 


| 
papers 


| Out six pix yearly which are released 
| by United Artists. 


ian efficient 


Meanwhile, proceedings in U. S.! 
District Court against Ealing Studios | 





plenty strong enough to knock the|>y Tonia and Ragnhilde Cabot. 
Zuls out of Hitler, Hirohito & Co., | charging plagiarism of ‘Cuban Heels’ 
and that if Latins are laying any |in the George Formby pic, ‘Let | 
bets, here’s the side wn which to George Do It,” have been discon- 
have a mutue! ticket. tinued. 


Responsible for all-Latin Amer- 
ican matters at RKO is William 
Gordon, who lived and worked in 
Argentina and other South American 
countries for a numbers of years 
It was he who sold to Charles W. | 
Koerner, RKO’s new Studio chief, 
the idea of making and handling 
fubjects to get maximum attention 
when the OCIAA makes its choice 
o! stuff for plane and boat trans- 
portation priorities, 





Switch ‘Arsenic’ Rights 


Mexico City, Sept. 8. 

_ The National Actors and Drama- 
tists Union has rescinded the award 
of exclusive rights to present in 
Mexico a Spanish version of ‘Arsenic 
and Old Lace,’ which 
#ranted actress Maria Teresa Mon- 
toya. Latter, with her company, is 
working here under a Federal gov- 
ernment subsidy at the Teatro 
Fabregas. 

Union switched ‘Lace’ rights to the 
B'anch sisters for presentation at 
their Teatro Ideal because it found 
they had prior rights to the play's 
adaptation in Spanish. 





ee 9 0 


‘London ‘Face It’ Hits 


it recently | 


Snag on Several Counts. 


London, Sept. 1 

‘Let's Face It,” which is talked of | 
as possibility for London Palladium, | 
is being held up due to several | 
reasons. 
Main one is George Black is de- 
sirous of making several changes in 
the cast, but that is not possible, as | 
most of them have run-of-the-play 
| contracts. Other troubles are salary 
| commitments, with Bobby Howes’ 
contract calling for 10% of the 
grosses, while Pat Kirkwood is down 
for 742%. It is understood Howes 
has agreed to take flat salary of 
| $1.600, with Kirkwood having been 
| offered $500 per instead of her pres- 
;ent contract, but she flatly refuses 
| to forego contract for less than $800. 
Black’s changes in the book, which 
| he contemplates, is another stum- 
| bling block, as this necessitates 
| special sanction from Vinton Freed- 


| poses 


| engaged 


| ensembles, 


theatres by decree, because of short- 
ages of fuel, electricity or man- 
power, is heavily discounted. Sharp 
curtailment in use of cars, the likely 
rationing of travel for pleasure pur- 
and increased income taxes 
make film entertainment more es- 
sential than ever. Any radical cur- 
tailment of virtually the sole re- 
maining source of entertainment 
available to lower income earners 
would be considered _ ill-advised 
since it would leave large numbers 
of plant workers and others on the 
home front with nothing to divert 
them. 

In considering the 
quirements of the 
opinion expressed in the trade is 
that the film industry should be 
represented in Washington prior to 
the imposition of any far-reaching 
restrictions. Among other sugges- 
which the authorities could 
consider is the establishment of a 
committee, representing the WPB, 
the Army and Navy and the film in- 
dustry to formulate plans whereby 


celluloid re- 
armed _ forces, 


tions 


the’ ov1ed- fore.» would-get- on). che 
film and technical help required 
without seriously injuring civilian 


entertainment and so lessening the 
power of the most influential public 
morale and informative media at 
the disposal of the Government, 

Duplication of effort in Army- 
Navy film production and lack of 
distribution system is 
held largely responsible for the huge 
quantities of film being requisitioned 
by the armed forces. 


A. K. Chorines 


—mcontinued from page ! 

















for musicals in the 
This takes all the s. a 
and puts it in the 
and other war 
Bellemore says, 
are vital sities at this time. 
Legit the order as turning 
its musicals into farces via the aged 
eliminating in one fell 
swoop the bald-headed row, strictly 
interested in the shapely cuties, and 
making a mockery of the ballet en- 
sembles that are features of the 
local vaudeville revues. Presently 
there is only one musical playing 
locally, ‘Let’s Face It,’ for William- 
son-Tait, and the new order makes 
it unlikely that there will be many 
others. ‘ 
Another obstacle in the drive to 
revive legit has developed over ‘To- 
bacco Road.’ Alec Coppell, producer 
fcr Whitehall Productions, indie 
legit unit, states that Chief Secre- 
tary Baddeley had so drastically 
censored the script that Whitehall 
has decided to cancel the presenta- 
tion, listed for Sydney late this 


munitions 
factories, 
youth and 


plants 
where, 
energy 
nece 
sees 





jley. now producing the show on 
Broadway, with Danny Kaye starred. 


month. It is the first known time 
| that a play has been censored be- 
| fore actual presentation here. 


Japs Nipped Off a 





Film Theatre Mgrs. 


London, Sept. 1. 

A national trades union for pic- 
ture house managers has. been 
formed here. By a unanimous vote 
it was decided to form a Cinema 
Managers Assn. as an autonomous 
section of the National Assn. of 
Theatrical and Kinematograph Em- 
ployees. 


Anglo-Arg. Deal 
On Filmed Play 
A Good- Willer 














Buenos Aires, Sept. 8. 


In England Unite | 


Fine Film Plum 


In Philippines, Refugee Reveals 





Ripest film production plum in the 
Far East fell to the Japs when they 
took the Philippines, according to 
Charlie See, refugee from the 
‘Happy World’ in Singapore, who 
addressed the Publicity Club of New 
York last Thursday (10). Though 
he doubted that the Filipino indus- 
try could thrive under Nipponese 
domination, See declared that the 
Japs are turning regular entertain- 
ment channels into a propaganda 
medium. 

See said that there were more 
than 100 production companies in 
the Philippines, approximately 25 
with regular production schedules, 
the other producing intermittently, 
prior to the outbreak of the war. 





See, formerly manager of the 
‘Happy World’ amusement enter- 
| prise, which he describes as the 


|*Coney Island of Malaya,’ employing 
| some 2,000 entertainers in Singapore, 
|was also connected with the 
| Malan-Buoscope Enterprises, oper- 
| ating 43 theatres in Java, and Zuel- 


Signing here of contract by Lumi- | lig (Big 7) productions in the Philip- 


ton Studios for Spanish film rights | 


pines. He got out of Singapore and 


to ‘Sixteen,’ first English play to be | later Java one jump ahead of the 
filmed by Argentine company, gives | Japs, in the latter instance reaching 
the British the first round in a move | safety in the only vessel which suc- 
long urged by practical-minded ex- | cessfully dodged air and submarine 


perts on developing of better rela- 
tions with South America. 

Inking of the contract took place | 
amid much ceremony and was at-| 
tended by Sir Eugen Millington 
Drake, former Ambassador to Uru- 


guay, now representative of the 
British Council for Cultural Rela- | 
tions in South America, British | 


counterpart of Nelson Rockefeller’s | 
Committee to Coordinate Inter- 
american Affairs. 

Point made by observers is that 
the British will get across to local- 
ites a translation of a recognized 
English success, plus all the idealogy | 
contained in the play, and be paid | 
for it. U. S. propagandists in their | 
desire to achieve similar results have 
often proposed sending U. S. com- 
panies here to produce plays or have 
talked of production of American 
films in Spanish, which. is far more 
costly and hardly as effective as 
having it done in South America by | 


Scuth Americans. 
Rights for ‘Sixteen,’ which has 
| been given legit production here, | 


| were sold for a substantial sum by | 


Lawrence Smith, author's rep. Play, | 
written by Aimee and Philip Stuart, 
was translated by Jose Alberto 
Arrieta, who will assist in the adap- 
tation. Pict will star Pepita Serra- | 
do: and Maria Duval. Production ! 
starts at once and pic is expected to 
be ready by the close of the year 
and will be preemed in aid of the 
British Red Cross. 

Smith reports other Argentine 
rroducers interested in both U. S.| 
and English plays. Difficulty of some 
American works is that they have 
already been done by Hollywood, | 
but authors’ rep maintains many old 
silents might be sold for redoi 
here, as well as Broadway plays of | 
Past seasons. 


Buys Out Caracas Firm’s Equip. 
Caracas, Sept. &. 





| Co. of Venezuela has purchased the 
| equipment 


| 

| 

| . 
Company is 
| of material before producing several 
| documentaries. 

' 

future. | 
off the stage 


The newly formed Bolivar Films 


of the defunct Avila 
studios for 33,000 bolivares ($9,900). 


waiting a shipment 


| 25,000 pesos was 


| attack. 


See stated that Philippine films 
rated first in quality on the Far 
Eastern market insofar as native 
production is concerned, cost of 
some of the major productions be-, 
ing in the neighborhood of $25,000 
and considered of a high standard 
comparable with the cutput of some 
of the smaller American companies 
such as Monogram. 

Chinese and British-India 
rate second, in the Far _ East, 
Japanese third and Malayan films 
fourth. See said the Japs are also 
using six or seven studios in the 
Malay peninsula to turn out propa- 
ganda pictures. He _ stated _ that 
native product was getting bigger 


films 


|rentals than top U. S. product, due 
ito extended playing time, but only 


outside of the big cities. American 
pictures, of course, took first place 
in metropolitan centres. 





‘ANDREW’-STAGE SHOW 
$6,300 IN BUENOS AIRES 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 8. 
Good weather over the weekend 
and bad weather the rest of the time 
put a damper on B. A. first-run box- 
offices last week. Only pic to draw 
‘Remarkable An- 
drew’ (Par), which had a stage show, 
Ray Ventura, to help with the draw. 
Nothing else came near it. 

Other _ estimates, ail 





given in 


| Argentine pesos, currently at about 


27c U. S., follows: 

Ambassador (Lautaret & Cavallo) 
(,,400; 2.50; 2.00). ‘Ringside Maisie’ 
(M-G). Very poor 5,000. Last week, 
‘Bajo un Angel del Cielo’ (‘An Angel 
Came Down From Heaven’) (Arg.- 
made), not bad 9,000 on second week. 

Ideal (Lococo) (970; 3.00; 2.50). 
‘Mister V’ (UA). Fair 14,500 for first 
week. Did terrific 50,000 week previ- 
ously at the Opera but had to switch 


because of previous engagements. 
Last week, ‘Saboteur’ (U), ns.g. 


8,500 on third week. 





| Weak 20,000. 











Schools’ War Pix | 


otu_—_——_m CONtinued from page l—— 








the second covering 28 of the 56 | 
rural schools. 
Film contributors include’ the 


State University of Iowa: the YMCA, | 
Chicago; the State Health Dept.; the 
Iowa Tuberculosis Assn.; Army and 
Navy recruiting departments; Gen- 
eral Motors, and the Ford Motor 
Co. 





Wartime Film Courses at CCNY 

College of the City of New York 
has revamped its film technique 
course to jibe with current wartime 
conditions. New term, starting Sept. 
24, will stress the war angle in four 
of the five courses with one of the 
instructors being Richard Ford, film 
officer with the British Press Serv- 
ice. 

The students will cover theatres, 
defense centers and air raid war- 


Rex (Cordero, Cavallo & Lautaret) 
(3,305; 2.50; 2.00). ‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) 
Last week, ‘We 
Dancing’ (M-G), o.k. 30,000. 

Ocean (Coll, Gatti & Cia.) (2,800; 


Ur 
were 


| 2.00; 1.50). “Syncopation’ (RKO). An- 


other low note here with only 15,000 


| Last week, ‘Rings on Her Fingers’ 
(20th), fairish 18,000. 

Normandie (Lococo) (1,400: 2.00: 

| 1.50). ‘In This Our Life’ (WB). Not 


bad 14,000 on second run after preem 
at top-priced Ideal. Last week, ‘Reap 
the Wild Wind’ (Par) nifty 10,000 
0. second week of pop-priced run. 

Monumental (Coll, Gatti & Cia.) 
(4,300; 2.00; 1.50). ‘Invaders’ (Col). 
Weak 12,000 for first week at pop 
prices after record-breaking 38,000 
on weekend prior to official yanking. 
Last week, ‘Gone With the Wind,’ 
neat 12,000 for closing stanza of sea- 
son’s longest run. 

Opera (Lococo) (2,400; 2.50; 2.00) 
‘Remarkable Andrew’ (Par) and Ray 
Ventura Band stage show. Best of 
the week fer 25,000. Last week. 
‘Mister V’ (UA), terrific 50,000. 

Broadway (‘Lautaret & Cavallo) 
(2 863; 2.00; 1.50). ‘Married Bachelor’ 





den meetings to survey the effec- 
tiveness of training films, and the | 





workshop group will produce a war 
} film short 


(M-G). Weak 6,000 for pop price 
Last week, ‘How Green Was My) 
Velley’ (20th), not bad- 14,000 « 


second week of pop price. 
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ft ambi IN DENVER... 


Terrific opening to better business than open- 
ing of top pictures of past months. 


fi Bombi IN SALT LAKE... 


Three weeks of smash business following 
biggest opening and second weeks. 


{te lagm mi w xansas cry... 
topping recent high-spot openings by wide 


money margin. 


fa Bombi IN DES MOINES. ... 


Crashing through to smack beginning and 
set for top-bracket grosses. 


fis ambi IN HARRISBURG, 


IN READING, IN NEW YORK, 
IN BROOKLYN... 


WALT DISNEY’S 


MULTIPLANE 
TECHNICOLOR FEATURE 


| perl fy 
























DISTRIBUTED BY 
RKO RADIO 
PICTURES, INC 
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England Solving M 


orale Film 


Pressure by Monthly Release 


—___-__—- + 


Difficulties the Wat Activities 


Committee has had in getting VU. 


’ 
exhibs to play regularly at every 


show Government-sanctioned morale 
informational shorts is reflected 
There, 


operators have been unable 


and 
theatre 
find 
the time to squeeze such briefies in 
on every performance, and_ the 
Ministry of Information is revising 
its policy as a result. 
MOI, insteadof making 
ing a five-to-10-minute 
week, will henceforth 
15-minute film a month. 
relieve the 


in England too, 


to 


and releas- | 
short every | 
release one 
This is ex- 


pected to pressure for | 
screentime, which has been very 
heavy, since most houses have a 
double-feature policy and_ include | 
newsreels, a cartoon, trailers and | 
usually some local announcements in | 
the program. 


New MOI product generally will 
avoid specific instructional subjects, 
such as have i.ade up a large por- 
tion of the program in the past, in 
favor of pictures on the broader as- 
pects of the war. Subject matter 
will include such things as post-war 
aims, strategy and economic policy. 

To answer the occasional need for 
getting out specific information 
quickly, trailers will be made and 
attached to newsreels. This has 
been frequently done in the _ past. 
It is hoped that the lessening of ien- 
sion caused by necessity of getting 
cut a film every week will enable 
the MOI to concentrate more on 
auality. New policy, however, will | 
not mean any considerable lessening 
of quantity of MOI product. There 
will be more made now for special 
purposes, particularly for foreign 
propaganda use. 





$13 HOLDUPPER | 
NABBED IN PITT. 


: . 

Pittsburgh, Sept. 15. 

Round-robin robberies of North- | 
side theatre boxoffices were broken | 
off abrupty late Friday (11) when | 
police arrested Clarence fays | 
shortly after he had held up one 
house but fumbled his second try. 
Authorities said Hays, pretending 
he had a gun hidden beneath his 
sweater, demanded from Ruth Dud- 
son, in the ticket booth at the Ken- | 
yon theatre, ‘the cabbage,’ and she 
handed over $13 in loose change. 
whereupon the bandit hurried away 


from the house, which is only a block 


from a police station 

Shortly afterward Hay howed up 
at the Garden theatre and told Mar- 
tha Turney. the cashier. that ‘this 
a stickup; come across.’ Miss Turney 
yelled for help upon realizing that 
Hays had his finger, not a gun, un- 
derneath his sweater. and the bandit 
fled, but was arrested a short distance 
awa\ Both Miss Dodson and Mis 
Turney ide fied him, 

$20 Stickup 
Pittch Gent 18 

Warning her that holdup 
a man demanded money from Ruth 
Dedson, on duty as cashier at the 
Kenyon Theatre Northside last 
Friday afternoon (12). She gave him 
$20 of the receipt on hand, and 
that apparently satisfied the robber 
for he fled immediately. Miss Dod- 
son had much more than that in the 
cash drawer. 

She was unable to tell police 


whether the man was armed or not. 


25,000 for Wilson Play 
Twentieth - Fox purchased _ film 
rights to ‘In Time To Come,’ legit 
drama about Woodrow Wilson pro- 


duced last season by Otto Preminger, 
for $25,000. Show drew neat critical 
opinions but folded after a short run. 
Steep stipend for an n.g. legiter is 
supposedly due to 20th-Fox’s yen for 
some of the material in the script 
which they prepose to incorporate 
into a period pic tentatively titled 
‘Good Bye Nellie Grav.’ Author is 
Howard Koch, Warner Bros. scripter, 
currently on ‘Mission to 
Moscow.’ Monica McCall. 


McCall. 


working 


Deal set 


by 


| slated 
| been 


Lum-Abner Switch 





Hollywood, Sept. 15. 
Lum Abne re switching then 
RKO film schedule and putting on 
‘Two Weeks to Live’ as the first of 
their pictures, produced by Jack 


Votion, for the 1942-43 program. 
‘Wonderful World,’ 
as the season’s 
shelved 
Weeks’ hits the 
two weeks. 


Starter, 
indefinitely. ‘Two 
cameras in Jess than 


METRO LAUGHS 


OFF ‘MINIVER’ 
BOYCOTT 


3a. 
The most unusual situation aris- 
ing from the action of ‘a substantial 
minority’ of Twin City independent 
exhibitors cancelling out one of the 


Minneapolis, Sept. 


biggest boxoffice pictures, ‘Mrs. 
Miniver’ of recent years, in protest 
against percentage, will backfire 


against them to their own financial 
it’s now indicated. Instead of 


loss, 


| following a customary procedure of 


re-offering the picture at lower 
terms later to the exhibitors who 
cancel, Metro has let it be known 
| that the film will not be available to 
| them. 


Those cancelling say they 


propose 


t9 buy the picture flat or not at all, | 


but the general squawk has been 
that the Metro sliding scale was set 


‘so high’ that ‘Miniver’ would cost 
i them 50%, and they don’t propose 
to permit such a split under any 


circumstances, 
‘Tf 


we're going to fight percent- 


|} age, we might as well start out this 


biggest 

mean 
for the 
sick and 
Metro.’ 
wWoOltodrs 
‘Miniver’ are 
idential 
Branch 


roed ana 


the year’s 
show that we 
said a spokesman 
‘Besides, were 
playing benefits 


time by hitting 
picture and 
business,’ 
group. 
tired of 

M-G 


who 


for 


claims that the ext 


lave cancelled 


to a single local res 
how 


here are 


confined 


section in revolt.’ of- 


HNCclais unpertu ifi- 


|clined to laugh at the development 


The Minnesota independents, how- 


ever, have won a fight to buy ‘Wake 
Island’ flat on this year’s contract 
It’s said to be the only state where 
the picture is being solid in this way 
They boast as an achievement the 


purchase of ‘Sergeant York’ at 35° 


n the Twin Cities and 40‘: out-of- 
town when it was being sold else- 
vhere 1roughout the country at 
50 
The same goal of lower film prices 
and elimination of percentage and 
raised admission films also will be 
sought in association with national 
Allied States, now engaged in lining 
up all its units and other regional 
bodies in a united fight to ‘keep in- 
dependents business by obtaining 
‘elief from distributor policies and 
yractices vhicl ire crushing them 
T vill ay v re r oO 
n junction with the Iowa and 
Sout Dakota independent exhibi- 
tors’ anizations through the re- 
cently formed Central States Confer- 
ence, coordinating body 
Warner Bros.’ 1941-42 deal, calling 
jtor three percentage pictures in the 
Twin City area, was called by some 
‘of his critics ‘the worst disaster’ ever 


|suffered by Minneapolis and St. Paul 
}independent exhibitors, Prexy E. L. 
|Peaslee said, because it involved a 
isurrender on the percentage prin- 
ciple. However, he pointed out, the 
;company had the exhibitors ‘over a 
barrel’ at the time because they 
needed boxoffice pictures so badly. 
Harold Field, then Minneapolis gov- 
ernor, was one of the first buy 
\this deal and was roundly criticised 
jfor his action. 


to 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Sept, 15. 
Producers Releasing Corp. bought 
‘My Son, the Hero,’ by Doris Malloy 
and Edgar Ulmer. 


j}equally cordial and cooperative. 
originally | 
has | 


‘I am sure that I have learned a ; 
|great deal of value, even in the 
ishort time I've been here. But I 
|should not like to express an opinion 
luntil I have had time to sort my 
‘impressions, and properly evaluate 
them. At the moment I am over- 


| tures at horne. 











| 
! 


as a 





Brit.’s Somervell: 





(eee COMtinued from page 5, 





will emerge from the second 


very flourishing entity, capable of 
| giving rugged competition in tne 
| marts of the world. 

| ‘Everyone has been most kind | 
since my arrival,’ he said, with an] 
air of measuring his words. ‘I have 
met your Mr. Blumberg and Mr. 


Work and they have taken valuable 
time in order to show me about, and 
ilet me see how it is that a great 
istudio gets out product. Mr: 
|; Mayer and Mr. have been 
So 


its 


Mannix 


was Mr. Freeman at Paramount. 


come by a sense of vastness of which 
we at home have no suitable concap- 
ition. We have nothing comparable 
to it, nothing that bears more than 
la faint resemblance. 
‘But we're getting 
And 
ones.’ 


out good pic- 
we're going to 
make better 

The visitor, it may be said paren- 
thetically, was giving an ideal pre- 
sentation of how to be interesting, 
while being discreet and non-com- 
mital. As a civil servant of the 
British government, his position is 
judicial rather than interpretative or 
critical. His opinions, therefore, are 
seldom public property. 

‘Please let me set you straight on 
one point,’ said he, earnestly fixing 
his auditor with a sharp though un- 
derstanding eye. ‘I am not here to 





| 





|}put one over. The purpose of my | 
visit is to observe; to listen and 
learn, and perhaps profit from the 
things your. great industrv_ has 
worked out to its satisfaction. And 
I am certain that British film-pro- 
| duction will be the gainer from the 


Metro purchased ‘Gentlemen. Be 
Seated,’ minstrel tale by Dailey 
Peskman and Sig ind Spae 


report I shall make.’ 


It seems the British industry has 


also been 


the gainer by its experi- 
jence of 1915-20, when the entire} 
|production schedule did a _ jack- | 


knife, from which it 
covering. 


is only now re- 


‘We stopped making pictures then.’ 

explained, ‘with the result that 
Hollywood came on with a boom and 
|really took over the world market. 
Of course, we never propose to com- 
pete with you seriously. But at least 
we shall not have to start again from 
scratch. 
held up 


he 


In fact, our momentum has 
rather surprisingly. 


| ‘We made 46 pictures, I think it 
, during the 1941-42 season down 


was 


at Denham. And we shall do at 
least that well, we expect, during | 
tne present season—if all goes well. 


We see no reason w hy all shouldn't | 


go well. In the end, it alw ays does.’ 


New Mich. Indies Ass’n 
Taking in Det. Exhibs 


Detroit sept. 15. 
Working on e ba of prevent- 
ing ‘distributo O1 ilesmen from 
playing off one nearby exhibitor 
against another, this area’s new 


Michigan 
Association, 


Independent Exhibitors 


formed out-state, is 
moving for the inclusion of De- 
troit’s independents. Next meeting 
of the association will be held here 
when the drive will be made to line 
up the unaffiliated exhibitors who 
have been showing a marked inte 
est in the new setup. 

Original plan to establish a co 
operative booking organization ha 
been suspended at the present time 
with the association, which has 
placed Joseph P. Uvick in as secre- 
tary, Operating primarily as a buy- 
ing agency. The majority of ex- 


hibitors prefer to do thei ov n buy- 
jing, it was pointed out, but a cen- 
|tral booking agency will be estab- 
lished by the MIEA to present a 
united front and to have the busi- 
|ness handled by experts in the book- 
ing field, 

The Independents’ group has lined 
|up with Allied on one issue, passing 
a resolution to support the older 
organization in any course it deems 


necessary to oppose distributor de- 
|mands for increased prices at this 
time. 


Co-op is eyeing the new tendeney 
toward individual rather than or- 
ganizational buying following the 
withdrawal of the Clawson theatre, 
operated by Irving Belinsky and Jo- 
seph Mellon, from Cooperative The- 
atres of Michigan. 
handle bookings 
jsuburt house, 





Belinsky plans to 


personally for the 


an 


Gas-Tire Rationing and Wartime 


Biz Boom ‘Jackrabbit’ Exhibs 





shortage and 
boom is de- 


rationing, tire 
the wartime industry 
veloping the jackrabbit ‘exhibitor’ 
to. a record high this year, judging 
by reports received from established 
exhibitors in various sections of the 
country. Figured that the jack- 
rabbit operations are running about 
12% higher than last year, which 
also was a big season for this fly- 


Gas 


| by-night variety of exhib 


With 19 states on gasoline ration- 
ing and the tire situation prevalent 
throughout the U. S., the jackrabbit 


operators are cashing in on the 
situation which finds bus service 


curtailed along with a hefty reduc- 
tion in the travel by private motor 


car. This is a situation made to 
order for the traveling, itinerant 
exhib because it enables him to 
reach small towns otherwise bereft 
o’ a film show. Instances where the 
jackrabbit lads are making hay 


while the situation prevails by play- 
ing two nearby spots on the same 


night also are reported. 
Now as never before it is up to 


the exhibitors to police their zone 
of operation and tip off proper au- 
thorities, according to the Copyright 


Protection Bureau, policing or- 
ganization of the industry. CPB is 


set up to prevent all unauthorized 
exhibition of pictures, hauling such 
fly-by-night exhibs up on the car- 
pet when it is established that they 
are screening product without pay- 
ing any rental. 

Trade attitude is that such fly-by- 
night ‘hence the ‘jackrabbit’ tag) 
exhibitors can’t operate legitimately 
in most instances Also 
must 

prints in 


+h, 4+ 3 pay 
Lilet a» a 


consequence, they depend 


upply of 


a bootleg 
t»2 show a profit 
‘borrowing’ of an 
Original to make a dupe 
or by thefting a print from 
ihibitor or exchange. This 
ithe experience in the past 


legged by actual 


an ex- 
been 
when 


has 





on | 
order | 
These are boot- | 


negative, | 


guilty jackrabbits have been turned | 


hown they were giving un- 
of films. 

this season is 
16-millimeter 


up and 


authorized 
Recent 


the increased use of 


show Ings 


development 


| will be willing to grant a 


eral throughout the country, the 
middle west cornbelt is its partic- 
ular province at the moment. it’s 
nothing new, having begun in the 
silent days. Locale of these show- 
ings is usually a vacant lot with 


crude board seats that parade under 
the title ‘outdoor theatre.’ 

However, whenever Omaha or 
Lincoln plays a name band or a stage 
shew of any kind, streets are |ib- 
erally lined with out-of-town cars 
from as far as 100 miles away. 


FARM WORKERS BOON 
TO RURAL THEATRES 





Los Angeles, Sept. 15 
Film exhibitors in the farm dis- 


tricts are getting a temporary break 
with thousands of seasonal workeis 
picking the summer crops and mak- 
ing up for the thousands of young 
natives who have 
ture for more lucrative jobs in war 
industries. 

Traveling film salesmen report an 
upsurge at the boxoffices throughout 
California but look for a drop when 
the harvests are in the barns and 
the itinerant workers move on. 


deserted agricule 





China’s Heroism to Be 
Saluted in Par Film 


Hollywood, Sept. 15 
tale 
Oriental republic, draws a top budg- 
et Richard 
Blumenthal producing 
Farrow directing, 
by Frank Butler 


‘China,’ a of struggle in the 


at Paramount, with 


John 


ana 


from a screenplay 








Loretta Young, Alan Ladd and 
William Bendix are assigned to top 
spots. 

j 





Sales Flexibility | 


—__—_—_—(‘ontinued from page 
eaaeaaeemeeamell 








total of 10 on a deal, it 


may be that some of the companies 


each for a 


cancella- 


i tion, as has been indicated, but so 
| far only 20th has more than one 
block on sale. 

One sales official, discussing can- 


prints in such jackrabbit shows, It 
is a simple matter to reduce a 35- 
mn (standard) size print down to 
the smaller one once possession 1S 
gained of the original print. Itiner- | 
ant exhibs use 16-mm. because if 
can be mailed for a small amount. 
. 
Canvas on Toast 
Los Angeles, Sept. 15. 

In Lompoc, Cal., Earl Calvert, 
owner of an 890-seater, has turned 
an abandoned food market into a 
500-seat picture theatre. On the out- 
skirts of Las Vegas. Nev., Earl Strebe 
has put-tip a tent with a capacity of 


1.000 to operate on a subsequent pol- 


j}upa 


| or four pictures out of a given 


icv. Shortage of building materials is 
responsible for use of the latter 
District’s population has been vast- 
lv increased by a Government mag- 
nesium plant 
Iiere’s Why They Boom 
Omaha, Sept. 15. | 
Small town Nebraska merchants 
believe they have answer to amuse- } 
; ment competition of the county seats 
‘and larger centers in free picture | 
shows For a long time now there] 
have been no circu to speak of in 
the small place and ihe Chau auquad 
ind practic \ ion-existent 
here These forms were tradition- 
ally the village amusement relief 
Now they are gone. the folks have 
turned to something else Take 


Eagle, Neb.. for example. It has al- 

most 300 people and is a typical case 
On the Thursday night ‘free movies’ 
| there are always around 1,000 pres- 
ent. 

Traveling operators with 16 
projectors and sound equipment that 
has usually seen better days, put on 
the shows. Cost of the programs is 


for a Saturday night, which is some- 
thing special. 
varies from one to five years and 
are for the most part westerns and 
quickies. The westerns have brought 
Nebraska small town popularity to 
| Tim McCoy, Tom Tyler, Tex Ritter, 
| Johnny Mack Brown and Nebraska's 
own Hoot Gibson. 

What will happen when gas ration- 
ing hits the state is problematical. 
Heretofore, clamp on tires and gas 
has never kept the farmer from get- 
ting to town for his movies and an 


ee 


ice cream soda for the familv all 
| around, 
( While the free movie idea is gen- 


cellations, gives it as his opinion 
that due to fewer films in the future 
a large number of exhibs using a lot 
of pictures annually would not be 
able to cancel anything out even if 
they wanted to Also, that the 


distribs no doubt will be willing here 
there to allow accounts to pass 
film. 

Not only that but distribution men 
point out that under the decree they 
permitted some exhibs to buy 


and 


three 
biock 
(including Metro). and that they 
now are unlikely to force an exhib 
to buy pictures they can't use 
they will be getting what 
to a cancellation. One 
ready 6 said to be prepared io fol- 


Thus, 
amounts 


company 


al- 


| low this policy. 

Under the decres Ise exhibs 
skipped certain blocks they didnt 
like or need. Thus some, for ex 
ample, bought Gruup No. 1, passed 
up No. 2 and bought No. 3, thus 
again not being forced to plav : 
full season's line though  buvi 
different than prior to consent 

Par’s Idea 
Sales policy to gover s 


mm. |} 


around $10 a night with $12 to $20 | 


Age of the pictures | 





five pictures for 1942-43 release was 
formulated during the past week by 
Paramount which plans to adhere to 
decree-selling, for the time being at 


least. Although having screened the 
initial growp of five that will be 


offered to accounts as a package, Par 
has held off selling up to now. Pic- 
tures are ‘Wake Island,’ ‘Major and 
Minor,’ 


‘Glass Key,’ ‘Priorities on 
Parade’ and ‘Wildcat.’ 

Policy set includes demands for 
percentage on other films for various 
situations. In some_ spots. while 
‘Wake’ will be available only on 
percentage, the other four may be 


sold flat. 

Par is the last to start selling new 
season’s product because it has had 
a better backlog of releases than 
other companies and presently still 
has 1941-42 pictures on the market 
with a representative number eo! 
contracts to be played out 
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Junior Wolf About to Howl —|\Nf) VARIETY IN |Buy of ‘The Uninvited’ Gives Par | 
i 
3 Out of Q Top Nat'l Best-Sellers | 
—_—-—_—— § | 
9! Paramount's purchase of ‘The 
It’s ‘Inn—Inn—Inn’, a i Uninvited,’ Dorothy MacArdle’s 
> , P a goose-pimple best-seller, announced 
After Town, on Variety 3 end of last week, gives The Para- 
Lineup of Top Grossers— TOPPING mount Company three of the first 
: ‘ five novels on national best-seller 
Seattle... Frisco... N. Y. lists. ‘The Uninvited’ stacks up as . 
... Balto... Chi... B’klyn ‘ , — four on bookseller’s re- ay 
5 A ports. 
... Detroit... L’ville... R p Par has hitherto purchased ‘And ; 
Denver ... Omaha... Now Tomorrow,’ Rachel Field b.s., 
: and ‘The Hour Before Dawn,’ W. 
Cincy ... Mpls. oo Somerset Maugham contribution to i 
; : the top five on the list. , 
“> Field reports on four openings Paramount now holds one of the 
; IT’S MONOTONOUS! of Par’s ‘Wake Island’ last week- biggest lists of top-flight novel 
end show the World War II epic is | properties ever held by a studio, ; 
en running ahead of smashing grosses | 28 Well as a hefty collection of 
Rese: .. , | Broadway stage smashes. Books ii 
It was Paramount right across the | rolled up by Cecil B. DeMille’s 5} now held for early production in- 
board in last week’s issue’ of | Technicolor record-buster ‘Reap the| clude the George Stewart bss. 
‘Variety, in case you skimmed| wild Wind’ in some dates and top- | ‘Storm’; Hemingway’s ‘For Whom dq 
through too fast. ‘Holiday Inn’ made ying the Techni musical ‘sma h | the Bell Tolls’ (rolling); Daphne : 
headlines in town after town on the | ?’ At ae — ns eee ~~ | DuMaurier’s ‘Frenchmen’s Creek’ ; 
‘Grosses Pages’—and grabbed top | ‘Louisiana Purchase’ in all. | (started Monday); ‘The Forest 1B | 
— billing in the sheet’s ‘National Box-| At the Orpheum, Tulsa, ‘Wake’ | Rangers’ by Thelma Strabel (fine 
f Office Survey.’ |topped ‘Reap’ by 10 percent the | ished and soon to release); Kather- : 
As the BO survey put it, ‘Inn’ was | first week—15 percent above ‘La. P.’| ine Brush’s ‘You Go Your Way’; q 
‘playing 18 key spots covered by | At the Imperial, Asheville, it topped | Nordhoff and Hall’s ‘Botany Bay,’ J 
‘Variety’ with business ranging from | ‘Reap’ by 10 percent the first stanza | and two Dashiell Hammett’s—‘The H 
fine to sock... hitting a record in|—°0 over ‘Purchase.’ Arkansas, Glass Key’ and ‘Red Harvest.’ First ; 
Denver, pacing Seattle, pacing Cin- | Little Rock, and Strand, Providence, | is ready for release. . 
cinnati, best single attraction in Bos- | Showed ‘Wake’ neck-and-neck with| B’way biggies held by Par in- 
: ton, rated sockeroo in Louisville and | ‘Reap’ and ahead of ‘Purchase’ by a| clude Moss Hart’s ‘Lady in the 
Being ‘Henry’ of Henry Aldrich Gets Glamour’ and Frances | San Francisco, sockeroo second K.C, | small margin. ; fe one he ne e Sere Fae r| 
Gifford, wolf-bait supreme. To add flavor, she’s wrapped in week, sockeroo Detroit and Chicago, New York Rivelt booking cant | gig is bral i rae . - 
Lamour’s sarong, a hand-me-down g-string-plus from ‘Beyond the Indianapolis, Baltimore and Omaha | be compared with any poevinus | he Uninvited,’ inci _ ally, wi 
Blue Horizon.’ Cast includes Charles Smith, John Litel, Olive Blak- ....sock second sesh in two L. A. | Par pic, of course, since the pic- | be the first serious ghost story ; 
eney and other first string regulars from the Aldrich series. houses and Buffalo. Hit a remark-| ture is the first to go into this ever filme i. Yarn is about a cous ; 
| ee a at Masini ae able fifth week at N. Y. Paramount, | house under the new Par-UA dual| ple who live in a haunted house 
| also a great moveover in Cleveland, | operation arrangement. However, in England; the ghosts are real 
great Minneapolis opening stanza | it’s doing landoffice biz. | hair-raisers, and not Bob Hope 
| Vice-Presi ent a ace oie ppear and trim fourth Newark week.’ ‘Wake Island’ will have a = | foils wearing Pepperels. 
Atiinae asevte sa ., | military premiere Sept. 23 at the | —— se Soe ae 
| Pe sce agg Coreg per psig ellen dy catewasd Paramount and_ the} ‘SALI 1 E TO OUR HE ROES Be 
| c6UTe $ | seer eien Mee? Mania’, 3 7 or | Paramount, Los Angeles, with en- | MONTH is half over today. et 
Fa) i our C ory Jackpot; ‘Tn’ “Torrid . Inn’ Sneke to the United States Marine Corps | dustry s ween doing a good tz 
Chicago Leader....‘Holiday’ Cheers | Fund, administered by Lt. Geni. job. But it’s got to be BET- 





’ ’ Thom: olcom|} accord 5 to | TER. LET’S MAKE THAT 
- B’klyn’....‘Inn’ Big Detroit....‘Inn’ | Thomas Holcomb, according | ; er : x 
—— J ‘caaemgiger ies fain alivwood Para- AGM; « y Bonds and 
Terrif in Omaha Inn’ Big; Paces | © serbia Hollywood Para.) BiMLsen = “% 


Ptdin feat Bais Mi sunt will tilt its scale to a $2.20! Sell Bonds — Push _ that 
A ill I di t 


Fourth in the series of Par's | b] Terrif i aha....'Inn’ Big; Paces| ~ ee ste conle to a $2.21 S : s i ’ 
Victor MA Shor ts boasts vice- prexy ee +853 ee eptdliectnee. ini [ ND: do . I Ane n ho se will nave a Stamp Sale — GIVE IT , 
Henry Wallace in top billing. | ‘Inn’ moved over temporarily in| jon price opener. | EVERYTHING YOU'VE GOT! a 
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Briefy is titled ‘The Price of Vic- | | ‘Variety’s’ yarn about New York last | ° stnieiiiieasmeamanaas 
tory,’ with subject matter culled week—to make room for news of the ee eee or ae ee a 
from his historic address of the | FOR TOP CAST | socko business done by ‘Wake Island’ : & ; Q ae 4 
same name | |} at the Rivoli. ‘Variety’ reported it Ep C a i]. 
Loeation work took the sae | doing ‘riproaring business....begins } Be z “0R he MINOR | 
direct to Washington for authentic —_—— |second semester after whamming| )»— ae WA picTURE_ a 
settings, with the remainder slated es : | through to smash takings on the first I, © aa — A paramount ; 
for completion at the Coast studios Paramount will soon produce &| wee,’ B.O. Survey add 4 com- | = = : 
The one-reel short, as were Par’s | spectacular drama of the Far East,| mentary on the other ‘Wake’ spot | Pa AE 
other three, was made at the sug-| titled ‘China,’ with Loretta Young, | reported to ‘Variety,’ to the effect | Bi { 
gestion of the Motion Picture Bu- itn 2 _— Ww Nila com at pic was a ng 
reau of the Office of War Informa-|*““* “~~ “ nein ag i 
tion tellar role Stuqglo ar yuUNnceE 
Other three, slated for release| week. Pic will be produced on 
One each month, starting Sept. 15,| top-bracket le. a la ‘For Whom THIS TIME DREAM’S 
¢> are ‘A Letter From Bataan,’ with the Bell Tolls’ ‘The Story of Dr 
Richard Arlen and Susan Hayward, - igs aa 4 
plugging vital need for conserving wessell, 50 Proudly We 4 ” ON SLAVKO VORKAPICH 
war materials; ‘We Refuse to Die,’ | ‘Wake Island John Farrow, who 
with Ellen Drew and Barry Sulli-| gjracted ‘Wake.’ will handle the i 
van, retelling the vicious Nazi meg. Richard Blumenthal wili be | _ Paramount ha: signed = Slav x 4 , 
Massacre at Lidice; and ‘The Vorkapich, the man who made] : 
Aldrich Family Gets in the Scrap,’ | associate producer, | spectacular montage effects for ‘Mr. | 
with the regular players of that} Screen play for the new war Pp 3 Smith Goes to Washington,’ to do | : 
feature series. | is being readied by Frank Bu ,| Gream sequences for ‘Lady in the 
William Pine megs the Victory | who collaborated with W. R. a | Dark,’ Mitch Leisen’s film rendering ‘ 
Shorts and William Thomas pro-| nett in writing ‘Wake.’ Pic is to| of the Moss Hart musical hit. Pic ; 
duces, l roll in Octobe1 | co-stars Ginger Rogers and Ray 
— ne + ee, N 
‘Road to Morocco’ Super- Socko Paramount lot has been a dream | 
| world lately, with sets preparing for 
———— | ‘Lady in the Dark’ at the same time ; 
It’s true—every word of the whispers that have been coming | filming was under way on the Fred q 
out of Hollywood about the third Hope-Crosby-Lamour ‘Road’ | MacMurray-Claudette Colbert film 
> show—‘Road to Morocco.’ It's even better than that. It is the most | ‘Ne Time for Love.’ ‘No Time’ also 
riotous piece of celluloid hijinks, foot for foot, ever to emerge | has a lengthy dream sequence, in 
from the land of belly-laughs and hysterics. | which MacMurray appears to Clau- 
‘Road to Morocco’ was sneak previewed in the big New York | dette in a Superman costume. Dream | 
Paramount last week to the loudest and longest laughs ever heard also includes shots of Claudette | re 7 
in Bob Weitman’s othe ti H. O. execs predict it will be one of wimming around in a highly sur- “These are the men who gave me a quarter : 
the year’s biggest grossers. Pic is set for Thanksgiving release | reali tic pool, ; to follow you around town, 1 
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By MIKE WEAR 

Marked lift in the quality of shorts 
during the last few weeks is regard- 
ed as forecasting a strong lineup of 
one, two and three-reel pictures for 
the 1942-43 season. Many of these 
shorts are on the old 1941-42 prdduct 
schedule, but some are on the cur- 
rent year’s sked. 

Topped by ‘The FBI Front,’ first 
March of Time issue for 1942-43, and 
‘Battle of Midway,’ bemg released 
through the WAC of the film indus- 
try (20th-Fox doing physical dis- 
tributing), shorts previewed in the 
projection room this week constitute 
the strongest all-round array shown 
in months. 

‘The Battle of Midway’ (Navy spe- 
cial in color, WAC-20th, 20 mins., 

roduced and photographed by John 

ord, U.S.N.R. and navy cameramen, 
spoken narrative, Jane Darwell, 
Henry Fonda, Irving Pichel, Donald 
Crisp)—Rated the first battle to be 
made in Technicolor and closeup of 
perhaps the greatest naval engage- 
ment in world history, this is the 
most gripping documentary to come 
from the U. S. side of the present 
World War. Photographed in June 
when the Japs attacked Midway Is- 
land, the U. S. Navy saw fit to re- 
lease this American naval victory as 
a documentary rather than as & 
newsreel. Hence, the delay (time 
being needed to make it a well- 
rounded production) in getting the 
epic story to the public. 

‘Midway’ is a thrilling account by 
the battle cameras which looked 
closely on the assault and the 
devastating counter blows. These 
cameras, crouched in the sands of 
Midway beside the gun emblace- 
ments, were 16 mm., with Tech- 
nicolor film, now blown up to stand- 
ard size for the nation’s screens. 
One sees them shake and shudder 
with the rocking concussions of the 
nearby bomb explosions, the fire 
of the defending batteries, the pom- 
poms aboard the steaming cruisers 
and carriers. Audiences get the feel 
of the deadly action from the stand- 
point of the men who fought it. 

The swift kaleidoscope of attack 
and defense, of hurtling planes and 
Swinging guns, of blazing buildings 
and fuel tanks, of assaulted ship, of 
men concentrated on their deadly 
chores, of exploding inkspots in the 
sky searching for the charging pilots 
—these scenes made without fime 
for setups and filmed at crazy angles 
by Lt. Col. John Ford and his cam- 
eramen of the Navy, have been as- 
sembled in orderly sequence, with 
explanatory narration where needed. 
The reel has sound and music; the 
songs of the Navy and the Marines, 
the roar of fierce and complicated 
action. The sound is possibly the 
most remarkable part of the picture. 

Scene opens on Midway, the low, 
lonely coral reef with its Marines 
base, serene before the Jap attack, 
Sparkling in a vivid sea as viewed 
from a plane. Marines march along 
the pier behind a color guard. Then 
ccmes the alarm—from patrol planes. 
The big U. S. bombers trundle out 
along the runways. The fighting 
men go almost leisurely to their sta- 
tions, in the gun pits, in the bom- 
bardier wells of the ships. They 
roar away... and the hair lifts on 
your scalp, if you’re a civilian look- 
ing at the film... a tension at the 
pit of the stomach. 

Suddenly a swarm of fighters take 
off. Amidst the noisy clatter, you 
hear the narrator’s voice, shouting, 
‘There go the Marines!’ Another 
shout, ‘Here come the Japs.’ Japs 
dive smoking into the sea. Several 
smack into the dunes. A great hangar 
gets it with a bomb, starts to blaze. 
An oil tank is hit, raising a black 
plume. The Yanks are beginning the 
terrific toll of enemy planes which 
rose to 300 officially credited by the 
Navy before the battle of Midway 
ended. 

In this bedlam of sound and fury, 
the camera swings often to watch 
for a few seconds the fighting style 
of two young Marines in a gunpit 
close by. They are tense but not 
afraid. One thing will strike the 
beholder: on all the faces of the 
young Americans he will see in the 
picture, not one wears the look of 
fear. Several even grin at the 
cameras, in the thick of action—good 
American youngsters’ grins. Yes, 
even the wounded coming in finally 
from rescue at sea. The Stars and 
Stripes runs up an empty flagmast 
on Midway in the smoke of battle. 
There are quiet scenes of the flag- 
draped heroes going down to the sea 
for the last time—not many—and the 
national anthem for requiem ... and 
then, finally, the Navy’s official enu- 
meration of what the engagement 
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| Current Short Releases 


(PRINTS IN EXCHANGES) 
(Compiled by Besa Short) 
‘At the Dog Show’ (Par, 9 
mins., reviewed in this week’s 
‘Variety’). ‘Speaking of Ani- 

mals’ novelty. 

‘Indian Temples’ (Par, 11 
mins., reviewed in this week's 
‘Variety’). Travelog of India. 

‘The Early Bird Dood It’ (M-G, 
9 mins.). Color cartoon com- 
edy. 

‘The Spirit of Annapolis’ (WB, 
13 mins.). U.S. Naval Academy 
song, music session, 


‘I Am a Blue Jacket’ (U. S. 


Navy, 3% mins.). Recruiting 
subject. 

‘Sweeny Steps Out’ (WB, 11 
mins.). Comedy. 

‘Sniffer Soldiers’ (WB, 9 


mins.). Training dogs for U. S. 
Army war work. 

‘Alona of the Sarong Seas’ 
(Par, 7 mins., reviewed in this 
week’s ‘Variety’). Popeye car- 
toon comedy. 

‘Kiss and Wake Up’ (Col, 19 
mins.). Johnny Downs comedy. 

‘Even As IOU’ (Col, 16 mins.). 
Three stooges comedy. 

‘The Greatest Gift’ (M-G, 12 
mins.). Dramatic short. 

TT 


cost the Japs: four Jap carriers sunk; 
28 Jap cruisers and destroyers sunk; 
300 Jap aircraft destroyed. 

‘The FBI Front’ (March of Time, 
20th, 20 mins.)—Something refresh- 
ing has been added—possibly it’s 
more sembiance of a plot in this one. 
Anyway, this new March of Time is 
fi. and away the best issue to come 
from Louis de Rochemont’s 
duction mill in many months. Starts 
off the new releasing deal with 20th- 
Fox. 

Inner workings of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation have been on 
the screen before, but never as inter- 
estingly. The FBI that the M. of T. 
preserfts is as vital as tomorrow’s 
newspaper headlines. 
resume of the general FBI setup as a 
modern intelligence service working 
under wartime conditions, subject 
develops into a forthright tale of the 
technique under which espionage 
and counter-espionage operates. 
Yarn concentrates on machinations 
of Nazi stooges in the U. S. Centers 
on a typical restaurant operator, 
suspected of aiding the enemy. How 
the FBI manages to ferret out his 
part in Nazi sabotage operations and 
to place a U. S. operative in an 
escaped Nazi prisoner’s garb (identi- 
fication and all) brings the tale to a 
cleancut climax. Well photographed, 
including intimate closeups of J. 
Edgar Hoover, FBI chief, issue is 
smartly directed and cut. A must. 

‘Alona on the.Sarong Seas’ (Pop- 
eye cartoon comedy, Par, 7 mins. )— 
One of best and funniest in this 
familiar series. Strong-man sailor 
and his pal, Bluto, court a skinny 
Princess Alona (Olive Oy]) but situa- 
tions and original business never has 
been topped in these cartoons. Aver- 
age audience will howl. 

‘At the Dog Show’ 
Animals, Par, 9 mins.)—Probably 
the strongest of these subjects in 
which animals are made to speak 
English. Monotony of having a string 
of animals spiel inane remarks has 
been reduced to a minimum. Affairs 
at dot show are worked in with 
dog comments mostly witty. They'll 
go for this one. 

‘Hedda Hopper’s Hollywood’ (No. 

6, Par, 9 mins.)—Home of Marv Pick- 
fcrd and Buddy Rogers, called the 
Vulte House of Hollywood these 
days, forms the scene of a fashion 
show for visiting service men, guests 
including Boris Karloff, Reginald 
Denny, Adolphe Menjou, Rudy Val- 
lee, Joan Davis, Lola Lane, Anita 
Louise, Claudette Colbert and Mary 
Pickford. Miss Hopper has large fol- 
lowing and series is getting nice 
exploitation breaks, this one living 
up to the series’ earlier promise. 
_ ‘The Japoteurs’ (Superman cartoon 
in color, Par, 8 mins.)—Vastly im- 
proved Superman subject but still 
leaning heavily on the incredible. 
Kids will love it. 

‘Indian Temples’ (Travelog, Par, 
11 mins.)—Shows Hindu temples in 
India plus Shiva dance. Color and 
scoring are superb, but overboard in 
length. 

‘Timber Athletes’ (Grantland Rice, 
Por, 10 mins.)—Starts out to show 
various sports depending on wood of 
vast timberlands; then switches over 
to depicting the athletic lads needed 
to rrocure this wood in action. An 
1 1sual sports topic. 

‘How to Play Baseball’ (Walt Dis- 
ney color cartoon comedy, RKO, 7 
mins.)—Another laugh hit from Dis- 
ney. Supposed to be sort of builder- 
upper for ‘Pride of Yankees,’ this 
one stands on its own for bright 
ideas, speedy action and laugh-com- 
pelling scenes. As with Disney’s 
comedy on the art of boxing 
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March of Time’s ‘FBI Front’, Midway’ 
Point Up Stronger Crop of Shorts 


1 ¢ . 
| this. 


starts out as strictly instructional— 
then swinging into clowning. Goofy 
is the star hurler in the crucial world 
series game, with all terms of the 
national pastime given funny treat- 
ment. This is a cinch in any spot. 

‘Mail Trouble’ (Leon Errol com- 
edy, RKO, 18 mins.)—It’s not mail 
trouble, but script trouble that mars 
Errol is a funny comic given 
proper material. Large supporting 
cast fails to overcome trite story. 
After one especially corny gag, Errol 
remarks: ‘That won't do.’ Applies to 
whole film. 

‘Two for the Money’ (Edgar Ken- 
nedy comedy, RKO, 17 mins.)—Vast 
improvement over recent Kennedy 
comedy efforts. Has a plot, even if 
a bit weird, and it’s well filled with 
comedy business. 

‘Record’ Breakers’ (Sportscope, 
RKO, 8 mins.)—All about track ath- 
letes, with recent meet in Randall's 
stadium highlighted. Trim all-round 
production job by Frederic Ullman, 
Jr. Time recited on 440-yard dash 
seems a-bit garbled, probably being 
intended for 100-meter race. One of 
better subjects in series. 

‘Life With Fido’ (Terrytoon color 
cartoon comedy, 20th, 7 mins.)— 
Long-eared dog, reminiscent of 
Pluto, befriends a black duckling. 
The good-guy dog’s mannerisms are 
faithfully depicted. Action and clever 
gags help this to a high rating for 
Paul Terry color cartoon series. 
Okay for most accounts. 

‘The Big Build-Up’ (Terrytoon 
cartoon comedy, 20th, 7 mins.)—-One 
of those dog versus cat scraps with 
occasional laughs, and plenty of 
gc: is. Trouble is that too many gags 
are either familiar or forced. 

‘Valley of Blossoms’ (Magic Carpet 
in color, 20th, 9 mins.)—Merely goes 
to show how interesting and color- 
ful a simple story of apple blossoms 
can be when skillfully done. Theme 
is that the remarkable blossoms 
bloom in arid desert country because 
of painstaking irrigation. Story also 
shows the bountiful apple crop of 
the British Columbia valley region. 
Lowell Thomas’ deft narrative and 
fine color help make the subject 
worth while. 
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(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers VaRIETY presents 

a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 

panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in 
Variety and the running time of prints are included.) 


Key to Type Abbreviations: 
W—Western; D—Drama; 


M—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy- 
RD—Romantic Drama; 


MU—Musical, 


Figures herewith indicate date of VARIETY’s review and running time. 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/$ /42 





Atlantic Convoy (Col) 
Top Sergeant (U) 
Flight Lieutenant (Col) 8/5 


D 8 
The Magnificent Ambersons (RKO) 7/1 . = 


Spy Ship (WB) 6/3 


M 
Cc 


J. Beal-V. Field 

L. Carrillo-A. Devine 
P. O’Brien-G. Ford 

J. Cotton-D. Costello 
C. Stevens-I. Manning 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/16/42 





¥ 
Prairie Gunsmoke (Co!) 
Drums of the Congo (U) 
Wings for the Eagle (WB) 6/3 
Arizona Bound (Mono) 9/10/41 


w 
M 
M 
w 


61 


85 
58 


B. Elliot-T. Ritter 

S. Erwin-O. Munson 

A. Sheridan-D. Morgan 
B. Jones-T. McCoy 








WEEK OF RELEASE—7/23/42 





Escape from Crime (WB) 6/3 
This Above All (20th) 5/13 
Pierre of the Plains (M-G) 6/17 
Thundering Hoofs (RKO) 

Hi Neighbor (Rep) 


M 
RD 
M 
w 
Cc 


51 
118 
65 
61 


. Travis-J. Bishop 
. Power-J. Fontaine 
Carroll-R, Hussey 
. Holt-R. Whitley 

Parker-J. Archer 


SAS 








WEEK OF RELEASE 7/30/42 





Jackass Mail (M-G) 6/17 
The Sombrero Kids (Rep) 
Joan of Ozark (Rep) 7/22 
Invisible Agent (U) 8/5 


cD 
Cc 


Cc 
M 


89 


80 
79 


W. Beery-M. Main 

D. Barry-L. Merrick 
J. Cavona-J, E. Brown 
I. Massey-J. Hall 





WEEK OF RELEASE—8/6/42 





Blondie For Victory (Col) 
Crossroads (M-G) 6/24 

Smart Alecks (Mono) 9/9 
Klondyke Fury (Mono) 7/15 
Call of the Canyon (Rep) 8/19 
It Happened in Flatbush (20th) 
Pardon My Sarong (U) 8/5 


6/3 


Cc 
RD 


Cc 
w 
w 
cD 
Cc 


S225 


P. Singleton-R. Lake 

W. Powell-H. Lamarr 
R. Pryor-M. Rosenbloom 
E. Lowe-L. Fairbanks 

G. Autry-S. Burnett 

L. Nolan-C,. Landis 
Abott & Costello 





WEEK OF RELEASE—8/13/42 





Bad Men of the Hills (Col) 
Mrs. Miniver (M-G) 5/13 
Hillbilly Blitzkreig (Mono) 9/16 
Timber (U) 8/12 

The Old Homestead (Rep) 8/26 


anaua 


133 
63 
58 
68 


C. Starrett-L. Walters 
G. Garson-W. Pidgeon 
B. Duncan-E. Kennedy 
L. Carrilio-A, Divine 
Weaver Bros. 





ing situations and fast-moving, al- 
though somewhat theatrical, dialog 
will keep them interested. There 
is a dash of double entendre but it’s 
nicely handled. 

Story deals with a factory owner 
who wants to prevent his daughter 
from getting married to his secre- 
tary. Pop wants the gal to marry 
his partner so that their tangled 
financial affairs can be straightened 
out. Gal and secretary dream up 
the bright idea pretending they are 
parents of an infant, but even when 
the supposed offspring is presented, 
pop doesn’t give in. Instead, he tries 
to shoot the secretary. An old-maid 
aunt finally solves the problem, and 
it develops the kid has been loaned 
to the gal as part of an extortionist 
scheme. The aunt adopts the child, 
daughter and secretary marry, and 
he becomes manager of the factory. 

Francisco Alvarez is good as the 
father, and Zully Moreno, as the 
leading femme, has plenty of eye 
appeal, although n.s.h. as an actress 
and badly costumed. Gladys Rizza, 
as a cabaret singer, is not particu- 
larly photogenic and her diction is 
sloppy. Pedro Quartucci, as the sec- 
retary, is okay. 

Little coin has been spent on the 
sets, which are mostly interiors. 
Amadori keeps the show going, but 
could have used his camera a. 

ay. 


LOS CHICOS CRECEN 


(‘The Kids Grow Up’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 
Buenos Aires, Sept. 1. 


Lumiton production and release. Features 
Arturo Garcia Buhr, Pepita Serrador, Maria 
Duval, Santiago Gomez Cou, Maruja Gil 
Quesada, Miguel Gomez Bao, Aurelia Fer- 
rer, Mariana Marti, Quico Moyano, Edgar- 


do Morilla, Roberto Soria, Iris Martorelli. 
Story Darthes and Damel: adapted by 
Darthes. Damel and Julio Porter; photog- 
raphy by Alfredo Traverso; directed by 
Carlos Hugo Christensen. Reviewed at the 
| Broadway, Buenos Aires, Running time, 
178 MINS, 


This is by far the best pic young 
director Carlos Hugo Christensen 
has produced. A neat story made 
without stars, its youthful characters 


| and pop approach are likely to make 


it a strong grosser throughout Latin 
America. Story is somewhat artifi- 
cial but relieved by smooth charac- 
terization. Dialog is over-wordy 
and, at times bombastic, but all in 
all it stands up well. 

Story is about a lawyer who re- 
marries but tries to hide his pre- 
vious marital life and his three chil- 
dren. He hands over the kids to a 
friend, and years later, when the 
lawyer becomes a widower, he seeks 
to join his youngsters. There are 
plenty of complications on this point 
and it ends with the realization by 
the attorney that the adopted father 
is really the true poppa. 

_Work of Buhr is outstanding and 
gives every indication that the young 
player is due for stardom. Three 
child stars add much interest to the 
film, especially Mariana Marti. 
Pepita Serrador doesn’t do too well, 
but Maria Duval, a new starlet in 
a small role, attracts attention. Mu- 
sic by George Andreani is above 
average. . Ray. 





WEEK OF RELEASE 8/20/42 





Talk of the Town (Col) (7/29 
Borders of the West (Mono) 

Are Husbands Necessary (Par) 6/17 
Priorities on Parade (Par) 17/29 
Bambi (RKO) 5/27 

The Pied Piper (20th) 7/8 

Shadows of the Sage (Rep) 


cD 
w 
cD 
MU 
cD 
D 
w 


118 


8U 
79 
70 
84 


Cc. Grant-J. Arthur 

B. Jones-T. McCoy 

R. Milland-B, Fields 

A. Miller—J. Johnson 
(Disney Cartoon) 

M. Woolley-R. McDowell 
Three Mesqueteers 





WEEK OF RELEASE—8/27/42 





One Thrilling Night (Mono) 7/1 
Calling Dr. Gillespie (M-G) 6/17 


Loves of Edgar Allan Poe (20th) 17/8 


M 69 J, Beal-W. McKay 


M 8&4 UL, Barrymore-P. 


M 


67 


Dor 
J. Sheppard-L. Darne 





WEEK OF RELEASE 9/3/42 





Vengence of the West (Col) 
Sabotage Squad (Col) 8/5 
Arizona Stagecoach (Mono) 
The Big Street (RKO) 8/5 
Orchestra Wives (20th) 8/12 
Across the Pacific (WB) 8/19 


w 
M 
w 
cD 


MU 
M 


88 
97 
86 


B. Elliott-Tex Ritter 

B. Bennett-K. Harris 

Range Busters 

H. Fonda-L. Ball 

G. Montgomery-A. Rutherf’d 
H. Bogart-M. Astor 





WEEK OF RELEASE 9/10/42 





Spirit of Stanford (Col) 

Isle of Missing Men (Mono) 

Youth on Parade (Rep) 

Sunset Serenade (Rep) 9/9 

Bells of Capistrano (Rep) 9/16 
Mexican Spitfire’s Elephant (RKO) 8/5 
Berlin Correspondent (20th) 8/12 

Give Out Sisters (U) 9/2 


cD 


Zotsez 


MU 


Albert-M. Chapman 

. Howard-G. Roland 
Hubbard-M. O’Driscoll 
. Rogers-H. Parrish 

. Autry-S. Burnett 
Velez-L. Errol 

/, Gilmore-D. Andrews 
Andrews Sisters 


<PQOn SE 





WEEK OF RELEASE 9/17/42 





King of the Stallions (Mono) 
Somewhere IY’ll) Find You (M-G) 8/5 
Wings and the Woman (RKO) 
Careful, Soft Shoulder (20th) 8/12 
Halfway to Shanghai (U) 9/9 

One of Our Aircraft Is Missing (U) 


RD 
M 


M 
M 
M 


Thundercloud-D. O’Brien 
C. Gable-L. Turner 

A. Neegle-R. Newton 

V. Bruce-J. Ellison 

I, Hervey-K. Taylor 

G. Tearle-E, Postman 





WEEK OF RELEASE—9/24/42 





My Sister Eileen (Col) 9/16 
Police Bullets (Mono) 
Bandit Ranger (RKO) 

Just Off Broadway (20th) 8/12) 
Sin Town (U) 

Desperate Journey (WB) 8/19 





cD 
M 
w 
cD 
M 
D 


97 


66 
107 


R. Russell-B. Aherne 

J. Marsh-J. Archer 

T. Holt-C, Edwards 

L. Nolan-M. Weaver 

C. Bennett-B, Crawford 
E. Flynn-R. Regan 





WEEK OF RELEASE—10/1/42 





Lucky Legs (Col) 
Phantom Killer (Mono) 
Highways by Night (RKO) 
Iceland (20th) 8/12 

Get Hep to Love (U) 

Moon and Sixpence (U) ° 





MU 
M 
M 

MU 

MU 

D 


63 
79 


J. Falkenburg-K. Harris 
D. Purcell-J. Woodbury 
R. Carlson-J. Randolph 
S. Henie-J. Payne 

G. Jean-J. Frazee 

G. Sanders-H. Marshall 





TRADESHOWN AND FOR FUTURE RELEASE 








Night in New Orleans (Par) 
Once Upon a Thursday (M-G) 
Yankee Doodle Dandy (WB) 6/3 
Holiday Inn (Par) 6/17 

Eagle Squadron (U) 6/17 
Tombstone (Par) 6/17 

I Live in Danger (Par) 6/17 
Apache Trail (M-G) 6/24 
United We Stand (20th) 7/1 
The Young Mr, Pitt (20th) 7/1 
Footlight Serenade (20th) 7/8 


5/6 
5/20 


The Pride of the Yankees (RKO) 7/15 


Flying Fortress (WB) 7/15 


War Against Mrs. Hadley (M-G) 8/5 


Journey Into Fear (RKO) 8/5 
Tales of Manhattan (20th) 8/5 
Cairo (M-G) 8/12 

Wake Island (Par) 8/12 

A Yank at Eton (M-G) 8/12 
Secret Enemies (WB) 8/19 
Now, Voyager (WB) 8/19 

Here We Go Again (RKO) 8/26 
Wildcat (Par) 9/2 

The Glass Key (Par) 9/2 

The Major and the Minor (Par) 9/2 
Between Us Girls (U) 9/2 
Eyes in the Night (M-G) 9/9 
Me and Me Gal (M-G) 9/8 
White Cargo (M-G) 9/16 

The Omaha Trail (M-G) 9/16 


. Lamour-R. Denning 

. Hunt-R. Carlson 
Cagney-J. Leslie 

. Crosby-F. Astaire 
Stack-D. Barrymore 
Dix-K. Taylor 

. Morris-J. Parker 

. Nolan-D. Reed 
(Documentary) 

R. Donat-R. Morley 

J. Payne-B. Grable 

G. Cooper-T. Wright 

R. Greene-C. Lehman 

E. Arnold-F, Bainter 

J. Cotton-D. Del Rio 
(All star cast) 

J. MacDonald- R, Young 
- Donlevy-R. Preston 

. Rooney-E. Gwen 

. Stevens-F. Emerso 
Davis-P. Henreid 
Bergen-McGee & Mollie 
Arien-A, Judge 

. Donlevy-V. Lake 
Rogers-R. Milland 
Barrymore-C. Cummings 
Arnold-A. Harding 
Garland-G. Murphy 
Lamarr-W. Pidgeon 
Craig-P. Blake 
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He’s leaving all companies behind- 


FOR THE 
BEST TIME! 


ONE, TWO, THREE 
BIG HITS in a row 


to start your Metro- 
GOLDMINE- Mayer 
season. Bigger 
Bones coming! 





Make it a 


| BILLION 


for the 
U.S.A. in 
—| September! 
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New ‘Priorities’ Under-Rehearsed In 
New Haven. But Looms OK for Bway 


+ 


New Haven, Sept. 10. 

‘Priorities of 1943’; vaude-revue in 
two acts; staged by Jean Le Seyeuz; 
dances directed by Trudy McGee; 
ensemble music and lyrics, Lester 
Lee and Jerry Seelen; musical direc- 
tor, Lou Forman; costumes, Jean Le 
Seyveux; presented by Clifford Fischer 
(by arrangement with the Shuberts) 
at the Shubert, New Haven, Sept. 
10-12, °42; $2.20 top. 

Cast: Harry Richman, Bert Wheel- 
er, Carol Bruce, Henny Youngman, 
Hank Ladd, Johnny Burke, Harrison 
& Fisher, Radio Aces (3), Acro- 
maniacs, (3), Imogen Carpenter, 
Francetta Malloy, Sally Keith, Ted 
Adair; Chorus Girls (12), Showgirls 
(6). 


An under-rehearsed preem served 
mainly to indicate that the new 
‘Priorities’ has click possibilities if 
the talent can be dished up to the 
best advantage. Coming here with- 
out scenery and presenting a hodge- 
podge clearly earmarked as being in 
the experimental stage, show offers 
little more than a skeleton of what 
is expected to be presented to Broad- 
way Tuesday night (15). 

Despite its lack of preparation and 
minus the flash attendant to settings 
apparently held back tor New York 
use, current vaude fling carries a 
fair share of entertainment even as 
is, indicating that the finished prod- 
uct stands an optimistic chance of 
becoming a proper successor to the 
°42 version. 

Taking a leaf from a bride’s trous- 
geau, show offers something old, 
something new, something borrowed 
—and plenty blue. With comedy the 
central theme, some of the gags re- 
quire fumigating; they’re just dirty 
without subtlety. Laugh pace in| 
general, however, is maintained at a | 
fast pace. with Bert Wheeler, Hank | 
Ladd (with Francetta Malloy), Henny | 
Youngman and Johnny Bukre carry- 
ing the burden. Comedy turns score | 
individually, but blackouts and vari- | 





ous burley bits just don’t get over. 

Vocal end of the show is paced by 
Harry Richman and Carol Bruce, | 
abetted by The Radio Aces (3) and 
Imogen Carpenter. Last named, a 
petite brunet warbler, is practically 
submerged ‘by lack of opportunity, 
as is Ted Adair on hoofing. Rich- 
man’s choice of material on. opening 
night isn’t all it might have been. A 
Tin Pan Alley medley is okay but 
carries no particular punch. A sub- 
sequent addition of ‘Lucky Fellow, 
Mr. Smith’ is an improvement. Chai- 
ter accompanying a concert bit is in 
poor taste and hardly seems neces- 
sary. 

Stepping onto the stage that first 
brought her into the limelight with 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ a couple 
sons ago, Miss Bruce puts over a 
medley of Gershwin ditties and en- 
cores with ‘St. Louis Blues.’ Lass, an 
eye appealer, registers. Radio Aces 
offer a fast 10 minutes of musical 
chatter that strikes an original note. 
Boys should be liked on Broadway. 
Another male trio, the Acromaniacs, 
provide a balancing-tumbling 
opener for the early part of stanza | 


sea- 


sock 


one. 
Only semblance of terps in the 
show, aside from brief ensemble 





contributions, is handled by Harrison 
and Fisher in their standard ‘Am- | 
phitryon’ routine, which offers clas- | 
sic relief against the bill’s slapstick 
A production number labelled ‘Song 
of the WAACs’ is good for some col- 
orful femme drilling and includes a 
bust-and-derriere tassel-tossing spe- 
cialty by Sally Keith that’s a nov- 
elty. Another ensemble, ‘I Like Your 
Style,’ includes some business in 
which war stamps adorning a nudie’s 
costume are bought up by audience 
until final sale leaves a gag finish. 





fine trumpet solo. The setup of the 
leader, spotlighted on the black 
stage, with the girls dancing about 
him, candles in hand, is impressive 
Garry Stevens, baritone, offers sev- 
eral popular numbers pleasantly 
enough. 

Cookie Bowers, a clever comedian, 
does impressions of a fat lady at a 
bathing beach learning how to 
swim, a guy just getting up in the 
morning after a hard night and a 
goon trying to give a motorist di- 
rections with a mouth full of apple. 

Chorines offer a couple of routines 
of familiar vintage and band con- 
cludes show with a jam session built 
around ‘One O'Clock Jump.’ 

Biz excellent. Loop. 


CIRCLE, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Sept. 12. 
Alvino Rey Orch with King Sis- 
ters (4), ‘Skeets’ Herfuri, Dick Mor- 
gan, Bill Schallen, Jack Palmer, 
Harry King & Arlina, Lane Bros. 2; 
‘Joan of Ozarks’ (Rep). 








Alvino Rey adds novelty to the 
band routine and turns up with a 
click show at the Circle this week. 
There’s plenty of brass in his band, 
but special arrangements featuring 
his electric guitar give it a pleasingly 
different tone quality. His use of the 
sonovox has lots of curiosity value 
and he gets strong support from the 
acts, including the King _ Sisters, 
Lane Brothers and Harry King and 
Arlina. 

Band opens with hot licks on pop- 
ular tunes, highlighted by ‘Idaho. 
Nick Satool, drummer and ‘Skeets’ 
Herfurt, clarinet, go to town. King 
and Arlina, dance team, are next 
with a smart novelty tap routine and 


|a jitterbug number that gets them 


off in good style. Rey then goes to 
work on the sonovox, presenting 
weird offstage voice in solo of ‘My 
Buddy,’ and duet of ‘A Pretty Girl’ 
with baritone Bill Schallen. Latter 
makes definite hit with romantic 
handling of ‘Stage Door Canteen.’ 
The Lane brothers keep _ per- 
formance on a high level with their 
expert acrobatic rope-jumping. One 
skips the hemp while brother is 
poised with one foot on his thigh 
and the other around his neck. They 
do it against with one brother flat 
on his back and the other perched 
on his upright feet. It’s a socko 
stunt. The boys in the band next 
do their stuff doubling in comedy, 
with a burlesque on opera that’s a 
bellringer. Jack Palmer, the piano 


| player, starts it off with some smart} 
}mimicry of a 


radio 
Herfurt, Schallen and other cutups 
sing out a farce set to snatches from 
popular tunes while Rey leads per- 
formance dressed up like old-time 
street-car conductor. 
gusty. 

The King Sisters give the show a 
rousing close with some high-class 


harmonizing on smartly varied songs. | 


They open with a sizzling arrange- 
ment of ‘Kalamazoo’ that brought 
down the house. With a _ quick 
change of pace, they go 
with a nifty version of ‘My Devo- 
tion,’ then snap back to jive with a 


\‘Jersey Bounce’ that left the jitter- 


bugs breathless. Yvonne King solos, 
turning on the personality in ‘I Said 
No.’ Curtain falls on all four sis- 


ters and band joining in ‘Back Home| 


Again in Indiana’ and featuring hot 
trumpet solo by Dick Cathcart. 
Biz good. Corb. 





A priorities ditty brings showgirls 
on in novel costumes 
brooms, mops, sponges, etc 


Bone. 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 
Charlie Spivak Orch (16), Garry 
Stevens, Star Dusters, Dave Tough,| 
Chester Dolphin, Cookie Bowers, | 


Chicago Theatre Ballet; ‘Holiday Inn’ | 


(Par). 


Charlie Spivak’s effective combo 
comes to the Chicago after a fine 
run at the Panther Room of the 
local Hotel Sherman, where he 
proved a big favorite with the hep- 
cats. 

Band gives out particularly well 
with its recorded specialty, ‘Brother 
Bill,’ with vocal by the Star Dusters, 


made up of | 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Lii Green, Whitey’s Champion Har- 
vest Moon Dancers, Chuckles & Gro- 
ner, Tim Moore & George Wiltshire. 
Sino & Kortz, 
(14); ‘Desperate 
Queen’ (Col). 


Chance of Ellery 

Standard hot and brassy entertain- 
ment is being dished currently this 
week with Tiny Bradshaw and blues 
singer Lil Green heading the bill. 
The band knocks off strong arrange- 
ments of ‘Hit That Jive,’ ‘Cookin’ 
With Gas,’ ‘Moon Nocturne.’ ‘Rhap- 
sody in Blue’ and its own ‘Jersey 
Bounce.’ Bradshaw pilots the outfit 
by strutting back and forth and gets 
away with it but for overdone heck- 
ling which detracts from individual 
performers. 

Orchestra is first fronted with 
Whitey’s Champion Harvest Moon 





three fellows and gal looker, and 
a trumpet obbligato by Spivak. 
Quartet follows with ‘I Surrender 
Dear,’ nicely rendered. 

Chester Dolphin is a familiar-type 
juggler, utilizing the usual hoops, 
balls and other paraphernalia. His 
best trick is standing on his head 
and juggling five hoops; it won 
plenty applause. 

The Dorothy Hill Dancers do a 
neat routine, with tall lighted 
candles o i darkened st 


termezzo,’ with Spivak providing a 


stage, to ‘In- | 


Dancers going into its bedlam of jive 
| which perhaps creates the lull sensed 
ee the remaining portion of the 
snow. 

Tim Moore and George Wiltshire 
follow with hotel-desk gags that reg- 
|ister for several laughs. Sino and 
|Kortz (New Acts), Mexican banjo- 
| fuitarists, deliver a straight medley 
| of Mex songs that seem out of place. 


} 
| 
| 
| 


|Their trick strumming, however. 
goes over well. -Three band numbers 
continue ending with an elaborately 
ntroduced ‘Jersey Bounce.’ . 
Carryi1 g on are <; ickle ond 


commentator. | 


The laughs are | 


romantic | 


Tiny Bradshaw Orch | 


| 
|Groner with hot straight tapping 
linterspersed with gagging attempts, 


| A 
| better dispensed with. The windup, 


} 
| Lil Green doing her fine rendition of 
l‘If I Catch You Out With My Man, 
\‘Outskirts of Town,’ ‘Knock Me a 
Kiss’ and ‘In the Dark.’ When caught 
opening night Friday (11), Bill Rob- 


worth of war bonds. 


ROXY, N. Y. 





de Vasconcellos, Adriana & Charly, 
Gae Foster Roxyettes, Paul Ash 
House Orch: ‘Footlight Serenade’ 
(20th), reviewed in ‘Variety’ Aug. 7. 
1942. 


Production numbers at this 20th- 
Fox showcase, with the Gate Foster 
dancing girls and Bob Hannon han- 
dling vocal chores, have shown no- 
ticeable improvement recently in at- 
tempt to break away from stereo 
routining. While current presenta- 
tion holds no startling innovations, 
two of the numbers are more than 
pleasing, backed by George M. Cohan 
tunes such as ‘Mary’ and ‘Grand Old 

.g.” 

In one, small group of girls ap- 
| pear in rose-dotted gowns, followed 
by the balance otf the ensei- 
ble in men’s dress suits and canes 
for a nifty tap precision number. 
Hannon paces the routine with some 
slick tenoring and winds up the 
number with a repertoire, including 
‘Kalamazoo,’ ‘Melancholy Baby,’ 
‘Harvest Moon’ and ‘This Is Worth 
Fighting For,’ his best. For the finale 


the girls dance on large spheres, 
smartly costumed in abbreviated 
white dresses with blue-feathered 


hats. Split into various small groups 
and go into ‘V’ formations for a 
clever ‘Buy Bonds’ plug. Hannon 
| works more often with the line as 
| part of a single unit instead of as 
m.c. and solo vocalist exclusively. 

Wally West, comic, is strongest of 
the outside acts, cashing in big with 
catchy vocal imitations ranging from 
‘March of Time’ announcer to Don- 
ald Duck. 

Two other turns on the bill (re- 
| viewed separately under New Acts). 
| Robert de Vasconcellos (animal act) 
|and Adriana and Charly, acrobats, 
|are topnotch. 

Biz good opening night (9). : 
Mori. 








ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Sept. 12. 
Woody Herman Orch (16) with 
Carolyne Grey, Billie Rogers, Lyda 
Sue, Catherine Westfield, Pat Hen- 





ning (2); ‘Magnificent Ambersons’ 
(RKO). 
Jive fans were out enmasse for 


this opening show and they 
Woody Herman an enthusiastic wel- 
come. And the maestro gave the 
hepcats what they came for—heavy 
doses of five. 

The seven brass, and 


four saxes 


|!same number of rhythms, augmented | 


frequently by the conductor’s clari- 
neting make a seemingly unbeatable 
combination for the torrid jive 
called upon to handle. As 
for Herman himself, he seems to 
jimprove as emcee, singer and mu- 
sician on every local appearance, of 
which this is the sixth, counting 
those at a hotel and ballroom. 

| ‘“Woodchoppers’ Ball’ is a plenty 
blazing and familiar opener. Then 
Billie Rogers, the band’s 
| trumpeter, 


they’re 


the mike for ‘Serenade in Blue’ and 
then sings and plays 
Boogie’ for a wow. The leader and 
his two other ‘woodchoppers’ then 
send ‘Fan It,’ a favorite that has 


netest. 

First of the supplementary acts is 
Lyda Sue, attractive acrobatic 
dancer ‘whose difficult cartwheels 
and flip-flops are done with con- 
summate ease. Carolyne Grey, the 
| band’s featured vocalist, is a looker 
who puts over ‘Kalamazoo’ and, with 
trumpeter Chuck Peterson, ‘I Met 
Him on Monday’ to show-stopping 
returns. 

Catherine Westfield skilfully 
manipulates puppets to okay returns. 
‘Amen,’ with Herman vocalizing, is 
provocative of much audience re- 
sponse. Herman also sings and the 
band shows its glee club ability dur- 
ing ‘Lamplighter’s Serenade.’ It’s 
followed by a scorcher. ‘Las Chia- 
panecas,’ featuring madcap drum- 
ming by Frankie Carlson, 

Pat Henning returns with his 
familiar hilarious clowning, keeps 
the customers laughing continuously 
and finally has to beg off after he 
ostensibly photographs the audience 
because ‘it’s the first time ‘I've ever 
stopped a show. 
{nal piece of business. A good-look- 
ing blonde is an effective stooge. 

Henning would be much more ef- 
| fective than even the solid click he 
was here if he would dig up a new 
; wardrobe. Dark. unappealing colors 





jhe uses make him look too old. 
| Lighter, gayer dress would help. 

i A good-size opening Matinee | 
| house | 


Rees. 


a little too far off and crowded, has | 


inson did a walk-on after being (n- | 
troduced as a salesman ror $14,000,000 | 


Wally West, Bob Hannon, Roberto | 


gave | 


| 


feminine | 
loosens up her pipes at| 


‘Cow Cow} 


Herman scoring as singer and clari- | 


A clever and origi- | 


| STATE, N. Y. 





Mitchell Ayres Orch (15), Arren 
& Broderick, Charles Kemper & Co 
(4) Cardini, Tip Tap & Toe; ‘Lady in 
\Jam (U), reviewed in ‘Variety, 
July 1, "1942. 





Good all-round vaudeville lineup 
‘leans mostly on the Mitchell Ayres 
band to fill out the 75 minutes play- 
‘ing time, with house depending con- 
siderably on the stage bill, since 
‘screen Offering is not rated too 
‘strong. Ayres’ crew comes through 
handily, with the leader's personable 
m.c.ing helping neatly. Comedy is 
stressed in most of the turns, and 
audience here liked it. 

Ayres’ outfit plays whole show 

|from rear of stage, opening the line- 
'up behind a scrim. Band emphasizes 
| five saxophones, with one doubling 
on guitar, but the two trombone 
players appear standout. Also the 
drummer. New male warbler with 
organization, Dick Dyer, shows 
promise, scoring with his single bal- 
lad. Meredith Blake, femme vocalist, 
is effective with ‘He’s My Guy,’ but 
not so good with the encore in which 
the band singers chip in. Johnny 
Barnes, trumpeter, sings ‘Strip 
} Poker,’ but it’s no great shakes for 
| comedy intended. 
;. Outfit is using an imitation of 
| Martin Biock and his ‘Make-Believe 
Ballroom’ to serve as a means of in- 
troducing a string of band imitations 
including Harry James, the two 
Dorseys, Kay Kyser and Glenn 
Miller. It’s a knockout. 

Arren and Broderick continues asa 
wow comedy act. He's at the ivories 
for her accompanying clowning and 
mainly burlesqued warbling, but also 
does a single piang solo. Miss 
Arren’s Injun maiden singing and 
dance steps, and her familiar takeoff 
of a stately prima, are terrific. 
Forced back to do legit singing of 
‘Kiss Me Again.’ Cardini furnishes 
neat change of pace, again baffling 
with his seemingly inexhaustible 
string of card manipulations. His 
reappearing cigaret (plus cigar and 
pipe) trick still remains a_ great 
climax to his well-staged turn. 

Charles Kemper, aided by three 
assistants including an unusually 
good straight man, offers two laugh 
| sessions, first on the recruit being 
| Physically examined for the Army 
| and the other on his efforts to drill 
;}as a rookie. Neither new, but put 
j} across for maximum laughs. 
| Tip, Tap and Toe, colored male 
tapstering trio, opening act, clean up 
|with their clever’ stepping. An- 
|}nounced as just having completed a 
| chore in ‘Pardon My Sarong,’ they 
|jJustify this extra-fancy billing. 
| They’ve been around or some time. 
| but present act is easily their best. 
|Three lads work on slightly raised 
| platform in unison and for single 
| stints. Heavier dancer of three 
| scored best with his agile hoofing. 
| Biz fairly strong at first show 
| Thursday (10). Wear. 








ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, Sept. 11. 


OPERA, BUENOS AIRES 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 8. 


Ray Ventura Band, Coco Aslan, 
Henri Salvador, Micheline Day, Aces 
of Swing, Pierre Allier, Louis Vola, 
Al Romano & E. d’Hellemme; ‘Re- 
markable Andrew (Par). 


First vaudfilm show to appear 
here in several years, Ray Ventura 
company may set a new trend. Biz 
grossed by combo wasn't by any 
means a record, although the best 
thing in town during its first week, 
but increasing shortage of films may 
motivate Latin-American exhibs into 
adopting Clemente Lococo’s idea, 
especially if talent is available. 

Ventura’s show is Grade A from 
start to finish and would stack up 
favorably with any of the beiter 
U. S. name bands. Outfit is French, 
but it has dropped a lot of its Pari- 
sienne mannerisms since debuting in 
concert appearances at the higher- 
priced Teatro Politeama, some weeks 
ago. Ventura, who looks and acts 
something like Ben Bernie—but 
lacks the cigar or gag style—is a 
clever showman and has built the 
rest of the show around his group. 
Appealing more to pop taste, Ven- 
tura has also introduced a greater 
number of Yanqui numbers than 
used in concert appearances, rightly 
realizing that pic-goers, who have 
gotten their idea of what makes jazz 
from the films, probably wouldn't 
relish the kind of stuff enjoyed by 
Paris-minded Argentines, many of 
whom know Ventura from his fre- 
quent jauntings across the pond. 

Band has been well set up on the 
stage of the Opera, which is one of 
the best in Latin America. Opens 
with full band on stage, followed by 
fast French comedy number. Ven- 
tura takes over, speaking good Span- 
ish, with occasional French and 
Yank phrases thrown in. Program 
thereafter follows the plan of alter- 
nating hot with sweet. Comic Coco 
Aslan, who looks somewhat ‘ike 
George Gershwin, takes the heavy 
part of the show, offering a constant 
foil for the maestro. Best bet is a 
parodying of ojd films, done by Aslan 
and Henri Salvador. Micheline Day, 


| French chanteuse, who sings only in 


English, also goes over. 

Aces of Swing concentrate on spe- 
cial version of ‘Lady Be Good,’ 
which has recently jumped ahead 
here because of film of same name. 
As an encore, entire group handles 
syncopated version of Falla’s ‘Dance 
of Fire.’ 

Show runs about 35 minutes. 
Lighting and presentation are excel- 
lent throughout, with Ventura wisely 
repeating some of the best numbers, 
which, while familiar to those fol- 
lowing the band elsewhere, are un- 
known to pic-goers. Ray. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Sept. 11. 
Bonnie Baker, Fitz & Carroll, Cor- 
tello’s Hollywood Stars, George 
Moore, Don Rose, Lester & Irmajean, 





Tower Orch with Don Tiff & Mike 
Carle; ‘The Postman Didn't Ring’ 
(20th). 





Ted Lewis Orch (13), Lindsay, Le- 
|Verne & Betty, Geraldine DuBois, 
June Edwards, Kayne Sisters. Ger- 
trude Erdy, Audrey Zimm, Charlie 
‘Snowball’ Whittier: 


Live’ (PRC). 


‘Tomorrow We 


— 


Ted Lewis has been doing sub- | 
| Stantially the same act for years, but | 
| the audience still loves it. “And that 

of course, is the test. They're prov- 

ing it at the Oriental, with their en- | 
thusiastic reception of the old songs | 
the old hokum, the old routines. Ai 
that, the Lewis patter and melodies 
are a relief from ‘Jingle Jangle’ and | 


‘Sleepy Lagoon,’ which are be- 
| ginning to oppress the ears. | 
Lewis debuts with ‘St. Louis | 
| Blues,’ goes into ‘When My Baby | 
| Smiles at Me,’ then into ‘Yankee | 
Doodle Dandy.’ singing them all | 


with the familiar gestures. the lilt- 


ing voice, the top hat akimbo, the 
well-remembered stance. 
Gertrude Erdy, youthful and 


; . ° . 
| charming, with a fine chassis, offers 


|several dance numbers done ex- 
|pertly. The audience liked her. 
Lindsay, LaVerne and Betty, at- | 


| tired in flashing green gowns with 
| bright red underskirts, do an acro- 
| batic dance§routine, plenty good and 
| applause winning. 

Lewis comes in with ‘Jazz Me 
Blues’ as one of the early New 
| Orleans jazz bands would do it. 
| Then he gives out with the familiar 
| ‘Melancholy Baby’; swell number is 
; The Anvil Chorus,’ very well done. 
jing band, though small, is compact 





and delivers socko. 

Effective is the Kayne Sisters’ ren- 
| dition of ‘Birth of the Blues’ with 
}a solo interpolation of Gershwin’s 
Perea mod Geraldine DuBois, 
canary, does nice things with sev- 
;eral tunes. Audrey Zamm twirls a 
| baton with precision and skill. 
| rhere’s also the old ‘Me and My 
Shadow’ routine, with Charlie 
| ‘Snowball’ Whittier aping the maes- 
tro, the colored performer's clever 
|imitations of Lewis, Rochester, Bill 





Robinson and a continuous comedy 

a+ } Var} . 5 

patter between Whittier and Lewis. 
A packed house opening show 
Loop 


Wee Bonnie ‘Baker, of ‘Oh, Johnny’ 
fame, headlines a fast-moving 40- 
minute stage show at the Tower this 
week, and to judge by the well-filled 


1iouses at the opening shows, the take 
| for the period should be sweet. The 
;customary 11-30c scale has been 


upped to a 50c top for the week, but 
the vaudfilm combo is a buy anyway. 

Show opens with incidental music 
by Tower orch as off-stage m.c. 
greets the customers and announces 
opening band number, ‘This _ Is 
Worth Fighting For.’ Marilyn Bal- 
linger, soloist with orch, does a nice 
job with the vocal. 

George Moore, later seen in a 
dance turn, doubles as m.c. and first 
brings on Fitz and Carrol in a nifty 
dance routine. Comedy note is ac- 
cented throughout the act, and Fitz 
has clever new twists kidding adagio 


hoofer:s 


Cortello’s Hollywood Stars take 
over the deuce and prove to be the 
best dog act seen at this house in 
years. A point which the audience 
seems to like is that each dog is 
brought on separately for its spe- 
cialty. Another thing in favor of the 
act is that the old and too-familiar 
routines are entirely absent. 


At this point, Moore comes on for 
a dance turn and acquits himself 
with distinction: He has a nice 
wardrobe and his grooming adds to 
smooth effect. The ‘Tower Discov- 
ery’ winner this week is Don Rose, 
amateur impersonator, who is heard 
in a brace of characterizations. His 
best one is that of Raymond Gram 
Swing. 

Lester and Irmajean have a nice 
balancing turn in the next-to-closing 
spot, and win okay hand. Brighter 
apparel might relieve sombre air of 
the act. 


After nice buildup by Moore, Miss 
Baker comes on and wraps things up 
with three songs, backed by house 
orch. After ‘What Do You Think I 
Am?” and ‘He’s My Guy,’ coy Miss 
Baker revives ‘I Never Knew.” Then 


working up to the expected finale, 
she does ‘Billy,’ ‘My Resistance Is 
Low,’ and, lastly, ‘Oh, Johnny.’ 

Biz opening 


| Capacity. 


day ard night near 


Earl. 
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Glenn Miller, In Show Biz Farewell 
For Duration, Nears Boston Record 


Boston, Sept. 13. 
Glenn Miller’s Orch; Al Bernie; 
‘Little Tokyo, U.S.A.’ (20th), 





There’s nothing to say about this 
setup except that’s terrific. And 
with weekend prices at 85c top (the 
rule at the RKO Boston for the last 
month), seven two-hour shows a day 
and the fact that this is Miller’s last 
appearance before becoming a cap- 
tain in the Army (which division 
manager Harry MacDonald hasn't 
kept a secret), the show will come 
close to nudging Eddie Cantor's rec- 
ord gross of $50,000 for this stall. 

As stage shows go, it hasn’t really 
got much, but the Miller band packs 
a staggering punch with the custom- 
ers. And, as Miller is what they 
want to hear, that’s what they get. 
The band does four tunes, winding 
up with the inevitable ‘Chattanooga 
Choo Choo,’ and spots Marion Hut- 
ton, Tex Beneke, Skip Nelson and 
the Modernaires in solos and in com- 
binations. 

As the only outside specialty, Al 
Bernie is sock in his radio imitations 
and satires 

The whole show lasts something 
under 45 minutes, but none of the 
customers complained! On the con- 
trary, they shouted Sremnnenres, av- 

ie. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, Sept. 12. 
Gene Krupa’s Orch with Anita 
O’Day, Ray Eberle; Nonchalants, 
Sam Jack Kaufman's House Band, 
Art Brown, Rockets; ‘Invisible Agent’ 
(U). 





This show is for the zoot suit and 
hip-tossing clientele. Sam _ Jack 
Kaufman begins it with a Poet and 
Peanuts overture, a burlesque of 
‘Poet and Peasant’ which permits the 
pit boys to go comic Then the 
Rockets with a_ skeleton 
rhythm very effectively lighted by 
Gene Ford. The Nonchalants fol- 
low with good acrobatics, skilfully 
sold. 

Business is brisk this week, with 
the ace drummer boy, Gene Krupa, 
held to 40 minutes. Economy in 
time cuts into Anita O’Day’s special- 
ty and that of Ray Eberle. Krupa 
knows what they want and gives it 
to them. Opens with ‘Drummin’ 
Man’ in the spotlight and pounds the 
skins for plenty noise. They push 
two kettle drums center stage and he 
tears off his version of the American 
‘Bolero.’ It gives the heavy brass 


section a chance for the spotlight and | 


nee abundant opportunity to tom- 
om. 

Eberle clutches that microphone as 
though it were a life preserver and 
he’s coming up for the third time. 
They liked ‘Be Careful’ and ‘Sere- 
nade in Blue,’ 
Miss O’Day’s ‘Jingle Jangle.’ Finish 
is a drum boogie, plenty scorchy. 

Art Brown is getting a following 
with his organ. Manages to get ’em 
all singing and in happy mood, with 
cleverly chosen slides and selections. 

Arke. 


FAY’S, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Sept. 10. 
Ann Corio, Molly Picon, Charley 
Stuart, Jackie Goode, Novellos (2), 
DeMarlos (2), Roxryettes (16), Fay’s 
House Band (12); ‘Jungle Siren’ 
(PRC). 








After being shuttered since last 
Spring, Fay’s reopened Thursday 
(10) with an okay show despite the 
fact that co-headliner, Ann Corio, is 
hogtied in her specialty by the 
frowns of the city’s bluenoses and 
police. Because of a drive against 


ey "8: Fay’s policy this season is 


19 edding. 

Miss Corio, featured both on stage 
and screen, tries to get across with 
her clothes on, but it’s tough sled- 
ding. She admits her failings right 
from the start, and she ain’t kidding. 
Her stint consists of talking a couple 
of songs—with n.s.h. results; and 
then she clowns through a burlesque 
of Mickey Rooney's ‘Andy Hardy’ 
with m.c. Jackie Goode and his part- 
ner, Charley Stuart. 

Molly Picon's talent is more ap- 
parent because of the lack of it in 
Miss Corio. The Yiddish stage 
comedienne is a solid click with her 
familiar routine—a resume of her 
old-time hits contrasted with pres- 
ent-day jive. It’s titled ‘You Have to 
Keep Up with the Times.’ She con- 
tinues with ‘Hands,’ a novelty tune 
telling of influence of one’s dukes in 
life; following with her always clicko 
‘Song of the Tenement’ and wind- 
ing up with an encore, ‘Heaven Help 
the Woiking Goil,’ 

The supporting acts are of high cali- 
bre. The Novellos have a clever rou- 
tine tagged ‘The Lovebirds,’ in which 


they impersonate a couple of fowl 
making love. 


the act of the Arnaut Brothers (who 
incidentally 


are, related to the 


dance | 


and also applauded | 


It’s somewhat similar to! 





Novellos), but the Novellos’ stint has 
plenty of entertainment calories of 
its own and suffers little by compari- 
son with the Arnauts. 

_ The DeMarlos are a graceful pair 
in their ballroom waltz routine. 
They have plenty of class and per- 
form the most difficult steps with 
agility. 

Stuart and Goode are fast-talking 
comics, whose main stint consists of 
mauling Miss Corio. The crowd 
liked the spectacle of the stripper 
getting pushed around. It’s the 
nearest thing to burlesque on the 
sapolioed bill. 

As usual, the Roxyettes click with 
a bang, their production numbers 
showing _the results of intensive 
training in precision dancing. 

House, which seats 2,000, was 
filled to capacity on opening night. 

Shal. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 








America’s inflation problem (Par), 
ihe surprise atiack on the Solomons 
(U), the fire on the U.S.S. Wake- 
field (Par) and miraculous rescue of 
some 1,600 passengers and crew 
members at sea, plus some exciting 
footage on a convoy battle in the 
Mediterranean (Pathe) share top 
values in current newsreel coverage. 

President Roosevelt's fireside chat 
(Par), in which pictorial emphasis 
Is given to the radio talk, is, of 
course, the most topical item on the 


bill. FDR is on again in another 
clip (Par) speaking to the Inter- 
national Youth Congress, pledging 


that the home front won’t let Amer- 
ican fighting men down. Question 
of the President’s power in wartime 
is handled by Par as a parallel to 
executive action by Lincoln, and 
later Wilson, in putting into force 
decrees which Congress afterwards 
legislated. Attack on the Solomons 
(U) shows U. S. Marines in landing 
operations with an umbrella of car- 
rier planes and Flying Fortresses for 
protection. Pathe pictures a thrill- 
ing battle involving the British Navy 
and axis planes over a convoy bring- 
ing much-needed supplies to Malta. 

There's more about the home front, 
including the meat rationing prob- 
lem (Par), Lieut. Commander John 
Bulkeley taking a couple of admi- 
rals for a ride ina new P.T. boat (U), 
British seamen vacationing up the 
Hudson (Par), and Bofors anti-air- 
craft guns being turned out by Fire- 
stone by the thousands (U). 

Overseas coverage includes a clip 
on Winston Churchill returning 
from Russia in an American plane 
(U) and American doughboys parad- 
ing to the Guild Hall in London for 
lunch (U). 

Show business comes in for a lot 
of footage this week with shots of 





Hedy Lamarr (Pathe) and Irene 
Dunne (U) selling War Bonds and 
Tyrone Power joining the navy 
(Fox). 


H. V. Kaltenborn, as ever a com- 
pelling talker, voices faith in Amer- 
ica’s ability to pay $25 for an $18.75 
war bond after the war—if we win 
the war’ and know we can’t 
lose it... Tex McCrary pictures How- 
ard Hughes as a “mystery man’ in his 
current clip, and tells of the film- 
producing oil millionaire’s pioneer- 
ing work in aviation as well as his 
latest contribution to the war effort 
as a partner of ‘miracle’ shipbuilder 
Henry J. Kaiser Mori 


OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


Miami, Sept. 11. 
| Three Chords, Jack Durant, 
nice Claire, Keith Clark, 
Hayes, Harry Reser 
‘Priorities On Parade’ 


—— 
yuu 











House 
(Par), 


Orch; 


A compact, smoothly bill, 
}~- is one cf the »ntrie 
| trotted on these boards this summer 


}and amply justifies confidence of 


routined 
antr:r ac 


sockiest 





Ber- | 
Helene &! 


a mae 
,;a .ong 


open. 
help. 
Helene and Hayes are graceful 
ballroomologists and score in open- 
ing slot. Helene is quite a looker 
and makes heavy inroads on service- 
men by inviting a couple out of 
audience to trip a gavotte. 
Plenty standees. 


Speeding the routines might 


Harr. 


KEITH’S, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Sept. 12. 
‘Grab Bag, with Horace Mac- 
Mahon, Paul Winchell, Morey & 
Eaton, Randall Sisters (3), Carlton 
Emmy and his Mad Wags, Primrose 
& Gold; ‘Yank in Lfbya’ (PRC). 








Some of the flavor of old-time 
vaudeville is restored to the stage at 
Keith’s this week as several of the 
acts join in a spur-of-the-moment 
frolic, like the once popular after- 
piece, and presented next to closing. 
Comedy, worked up by principals 
just before first show, revolves 
around efforts of Horace MacMahon, 
film tough guy, and Paul Winchell 
to make the ventriloquist’s dummy 
sneeze. Morey and Eaton and one of 
the Randall Sisters also join in. 
Show gets a punch and ‘the custom- 
e’: a lot of laughs. The bill has 
plenty of talent, which is used to 
best advantage. 

“acMahon, who specializes in 
screen gangsters, lacks self-conscious- 
ness of most pic people before an 
audience and is willing to be kidded 
After hard-boiled buildup, he lets 
himseif be chased off the stage by 
Eaton’s ankle-high Mexican hound. 
ffter a humorous line of palsy-walsy 
stuff about the stars, he goes into a 
dramatic sketch with a gag finish 
. ith Morey, who does a good job as 
m.c. The act clicks. The Randall 
Sisters have something special in the 
way of a harmony team. They’re 
good lookers, with personality as 
well as voices, and don’t limit them- 
se_ves to the usual hit-parade rou- 
tine. After snappy arrangements of 
‘Idaho’ and ‘Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band’ they do ‘Sadie Hawkins Day’ 
and ‘When Pa Was Courtin’ Ma’ with 
dialect and comedy trimmings. The 
girls got the biggest hand. 

V/inchell has a smart set of ven- 
triloquist’s tricks and a fast line of 
chatter. He makes his dummy hic- 
cough and then has him fly into a 
rage when a femme in the audience 
giggles at his singing. For a finale, 
Winchell and the wooden-head sing 
a duet, a nifty piece of voice 
juggling. Morey and Eaton come up 
with a lot of funny stuff including 
jokes, gags, imitations, songs and an 
acrobatic dance. For a topper, Eaton 
sings a duet-with her half-pint pup. 
She also tuzsns a lot of volume on 
‘Ma, He’s Making Eyes at Me.’ They 
give it fast and got a snappy come- 
back from the house. 

Carlton Emmy and His Mad Wags 
close the show with a canine circus 
that hasn’t missed here yet. Star of 
the bow-wow cast is the fancy 
jumper that stands on its hand legs 
and hurdles eight other mutts. Act 
goes as big with the grownups as 
with the kids. Bill is opened by 
Primrose and Gold in a comedy rou- 
tine. Primrose demonstrates various 
types of bumps. 

A good, all-around bill. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 11. 


Corb. 








New Acts 





CRAWFORD AND CASKEY 
Dancing 
7 Mins. 
La Martinique, N. Y. 

Slick mixed dancing combo, ziv- 
ing conventional ballroom routines 


a new twist with some acro and 
comedy interpretations, have been 
around recently at the Persian 


Room of the Hotel Plaza, New York, 
and elsewhere, though they haven’t 
been listed in ‘Variety’s’ New Act 
files heretofore. 

Ballroomology is deft and flashy, 
the male partner handling the up- 
to-the-minute arm twirls and hoist- 
ing mechanics skillfully. Smooth 
acrobatics and tumbling give the turn 
added values, method of handling 
making it satisfactory for all types 
of floor shows. 

For novelty finale they do a bit 
imitating Fred Astaire in ‘Holiday 
Inn’ (Par). Mori. 


SINO & KURTZ 
Banjo-Guitarists 

10 Mins. 

Apolle, N. Y. : / 

Colorfully costumed, this pair’s 
trick strumming can get them by in 
most spots. 

Act is teed off with a medley of 
familiar Mexican pieces accompaniea 
by singing. The routine shines, 
however. when their instruments are 
used exclusively. 
ming seems delivered with ease from 
behind the back, under the legs, etc. 
Only fault is a lack of stage experi- 
ence, revealed in feeble comedy at- 
tempts. 





JERRY BERGMAN 
Magician 

& Mins. 

Hurricane, N. Y. 

Heralded as a Czech, this youth 
clicks strong on his neat style of 
working, plus the usual assortment 
of colored balls and hanky tricks, 
t - red-white-blue pennants, dis- 
appearing and reappearing flowers, 
ani the like. 

His eager-to-please stance is a re- 
freshing note, trading the usual 
suavity and polish of the traditional 
magico for a willingness and desire 
to get over. It’s unconsciously good 
showmanship, as evidenced at this 
cafe. Abel. 


ADRIANA & CHARLY 


Acrobats 
8 Mins.; Three 
Roxy, N. Y. 
First-rate mixed acro team com- 
bining straight hand-to-hand and 


head-to-head balancing. with, flashy, 
bouncing and somersaulting on and 
ot a net. 

Woman is the understander, per- 
forming capably, while her partner 
comes through with some unusual 
twists. Man winds up for a sock 
with a burst of jumps and compli- 
cated twists in midair. Mort. 


Difficult strum- ; 


JOY LYONS 

Songs 

10 Mins. 

La Vie Parisienne, N. Y. 


Joy (Mrs. Sam) Lyons is using her 
late ogent-husband’s surname pro- 
fessionally although the very at- 


tractive songstress had been estab- 
lished before under her own name, 
Joy Lynn, when warbling with Don 
Bestor and Johnny Green’s orches- 
tras. Back in show biz, following the 
death of the Hollywood agent, she 
has been active in daytime serial 
work (acting) and as a _ photog- 
rapher’s model, but her professional 
yen has always been towards the 
chirping department, and Miss Lyons 
Lrings to the class cafes an arresting 
I sonality. 

Impressive as a looker, fortified by 
an ultra sartorial style, she bolsters 
her personality values with a highly 
competent manner of song selling. 
She does the newest pops (‘My Be- 
loved is Rugged,’ ‘Little Bo Peep 
Has Lost Her Jeep,’ ‘He’s My Guy’ 
aid ‘Mad About Him Blues’) but 
would do well to change pace with 
some special arrangement of 
‘c sssier’ tunes (Kern, Gershwin, 
Po ter order). Nonetheless, the new- 
est crop of pops (from torch to 
Fr ‘riotically topical) is a relief from 
some overly familiars which a few 
of the other chanteuses essay. These, 
too often, are inclined to the same 
idiom, 

Excellently attuned to Arthur 
Lesser’s class La Vie Parisienne, 
Miss Lyons is a click. On the bill, as 
h-ld_-vers are Rasha and Mirko, the 
Serbian guitarists with their gypsy 
airs; G. Ray Terrell, with a much 
better magico routine than when 
first caught, and Yvonne Bouvier, 
now back in the French song cycle 
\ ereas, in other rooms, the Gallic 
to gue has been none too popular 
for obvious Vichysoisse reasons (but 
there’s no mistaking the attitude of 
La Vie’s de Gaullist management, 
f-om its unique decor). Abel. 


ROBERTO DE VASCONCELLOS 
Animal 

6 Mins.; Three 

Roxy, N. Y. 


_ Trick horse, de Vasconcellos rid- 
ing, shapes up as an excellent nov- 
elty for vaude bookings, with spe- 
cial appeal to juvenile trade. Though 
not listed in ‘Variety’ New Acts files, 
turn has been around, notably with 
the Ringling circus. 


ts _ Anime] is well. trained and cleva _ ft 
gY yg TUN oe 00 2c shi TS a Se fu ae . 


au 


rhythm to such tunes as ‘Three Little 
Sisters,’ ‘Marquita,’ ‘Mary’ and ‘Over 
There.’ Also executes a complete 
circle while hind legs remain sta- 
tionary, and ‘bows’ backwards in- 
stead of bending on knees, in ace 
knowledging applause. Mori. 





trailer preceding the current stage 
show has a clip of her doing ‘Johnny.’ 
Didn’t hurt the Niesen closer any; 
helped it, if anything. 

Show opens with standard hoofing 
act of Allen and Kent, who later 
bring on the two lively, middle- 
aged partners, the foursome later 
getting together to contrast the new 
and old in taps and also to pair off 





Max Adkins Orch (15), Jackie! 
Cooper, Gertrude Niesen, Bob Evans, 
Hermanos Williams Trio, Allen &! 
Kent, Florence Foster; ‘Tarzan’s New | 
York Adventure’ (M-G). 


! 

First week in several months that| 
Stanley hasn’t had name band, but} 
Max Adkins’ house crew is filling in} 
very satisfactorily to back up some| 
pretty good vaude. Local outfit’s 
also knocking out a couple of okay | 
musical numbers on its own. WB) 
deluxer’s maestro has had plenty of | 
dance experience and knows what to! 
feed the kids who come in to stamp | 
their feet and raise the roof, with 
result that, except in the name value, | 
Stanley’s probably getting music| 
that’s just as good as any it’s had in| 
! time. Orch’s best number is | 
a crack arrangement of ‘Hawaiian 
War Chant,’ Adkins leads on 





: “ 
Wicn 


|his clarinet, backed by a sweli sax 


| foursome. 


manager Al Weiss, who hand-picked | 


| most of the turns himself while on a 
recent swing around the circuits 
Standouts are the Three Chords, 
a vocal unit who utilize their collec- 
tive larynxes to imitate various in- 
struments and bands for show-stop- 
ping results. Boys make nice ap- 
pearance and give out with plenty 
of zip and enthusiasm. This is their 
second out here in less than a year. 
Jack Durant likewise rates kudos, 
with a slick comedy mono that’s 
good for plenty of guffaws. Comic 
has worked on a couple of recent 
films, and these may bring his b.o. 


| 
| 


14-karat name, his b.o. value isn’t 
established until the word 
around, and then it’s usually about 
last day of date. 

Bernice Claire’s voice still retains 
| much of the charm that made her a 
popular operetta favorite. Her 
choice of tunes are naturally chosen 
from this media. 

A sleight-of-hand worker, Keith 
| Clark is clever but hardly calculated 
'to cause anyone’s mouth to hang 





| 


o + } 
gets | 





Headliner is Jackie Cooper, the 
film kid, and he should have picked 
himself a better sketch for his foray 
into the p.a. field. Assisted by Flor-| 
ence Foster, an attractive redhead, | 
Cooper’s doing a skit of adolescence 
that’s weak. It’s more like it when | 
he sits down at the drums with Ad- 
kins’ crew and turns in a showy job! 
of skin beating, but almost too late. | 
Even some bits from a couple of his | 
pix would be much better than his 


present in-one playlet, which has 
only one thing to recommend it: | 
brevity. 


Next-to-closing is reserved for} 


S 


value up in localities such as this, | Gertrude Niesen—and how the strik- | 
where unless a turn has at least a|ing chanteuse fills it! 


First time for | 
her in a theatre here although she’s | 
plaved the town once before (at 
Yacht Club last January}, ‘and the 
gal remains one of songdom’s top- 
notchers. Starts with a light Latin- | 
American tune, goes into “Tempta-| 
tion,’ ‘Annie Laurie,’ ‘Molly Malone’ 
and then ‘Oh, Johnny’ straight and, | 
successively, as Bonnie Baker and} 
Mae West. A click all the way. | 
Funny part of it is that Miss Baker’s | 
coming here herself next week and’! 


in some jitterbug routines, a big 
laugh and over big. Turn’s a solid 


'smash here this time, as it’s always 


been at Stanley, where Allen and 
Kent seem to piay at ieast once a 
year. They're fellowed by Bob 
Evans, clever, young good-looking 
ventriloquist, with his impudent 
dummy, Jerry O’Leary, who’s prac- 
tically a blood-brother to Charlie 
McCarthy. Evans’ spot is sock al- 
though some of his material could 
be somewhat better. He’s best waen 
he’s doing the singing, in the high 
registers, for Jerry. 

Hermanos Williams Trio is an okay 
novelty, with the gal warbling and 
the two guys rumbaing a conven- 
tional beginning to a typical con- 
garumba act, and then suddenly 
shifting to some crack acrobatics at 
the same dance tempec. Femme 
sings all the way 
which wasnt (00 RB 
who had to follow, 
show the _ routining 


after first 
wisely 


but 


Was 


acrobatic and comic act. Also had 
to beg off. 

Will E. Ride opens show, after 
Roxettes (line), n standard unicycle 
act with juggling variations. Okay 
for novelty. Babette Mossman has 
distinctive singing style that the 
crowd liked. Min and Ling, Chinese 
singer and accordionist, got call on 
patriotic ditty. The Raymonds, 
brother-and-sister tap team, are a 
neat-looking pair who danced their 
way to good audience reception. 
Halioway, Lewis and Raynold put 
over usual comedy fillers expertly. 
Dave Davies handles his emcee as- 
signment deftly, and the Roxettes 
should improve their technique as 
they go along. Albert E. Bray orch 
plays well on a none-too-easy trick. 

Lane. 


EARLE, WASH. 
Washington, Sept. 11. 
Mario and Floria, Arnaut Bros., 
Roxyettes, Joe Lombardi’s House 








Orch; ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ (WB). 
With the main feature running 126 
minutes and 15 minutes more of 


through the act,|Short screen embroidery, there isn’t 
hot for Miss Niesen,| much chance for Harry Anger to 


‘ . Te sest or ame an 
snow nis ares JwJust two acts an 


the dancing line, but he’s tricked it 


changed to put a band number be-|UP with more production than the 


tween them 
Biz just fal Cohen. 


ROXY, MONTREAL 


Montreal, Sept. 11. 


Will E. Ride, Babette Mossman, 


Jerry Lawton, Lucille Wraye, Ming | 
|& Ling, Dave Davies, The Raymonds | 
(2), Paul Kirkland, Arica Wild, Hol-| 


loway, Lewis & Raynold, Roxettes 
(12), Albert E. Bray Orch (6). 


Vaudeville, successfully tried out 
past five months at the Gayety here, 
has broken out in a new spot, and 
at its preem Friday (1)) this 750- 
seater, in centre of city, turned awéy 
almost as many customers as it 
handled. 


Big billing goes to Arica Wild and | tapping it out rhythmically. 


Lucille Wraye, both strippers, who 
achieve their purpose. 
ton, juggling, is high on showman- 
ship and skill. Earned near-ovation., 


Another standout is Paul Kirkland,' (11) was capacity. 


60-minute tab revue, 
stage really looks like 
;something. These 24 minutes are 
}cellophaned with color and tinsel, 
really looking big league. 

They nearly ruined Producer 
| Anger by whisking a freight car of 
| scenery off the main line in Newark, 
| but by long-distance telephoning he 
| caught up with his props. 

Mario and Floria are a swell danc- 
ing team. Seiting is supposed to be 
a reproduction of the Waldorf As- 
toria’s Sert Room. Maybe ’tis. Any- 
way, it looks rich enough. Team 
does three routines to display grace, 
— wows ’em with a Turkey trot. 

Arnaut brothers do their trick fid- 
dling and sock over a four-bagger 


| conventional 
and so the 





with their familiar whistling love 
birds. Roxyettes have two routines, 
one a whiz bang, picking up the 
|‘Poet and Peasant’ overture and 


Girls 


| know their stuff. Background music 


Jerry Law-j|and Joyce Romere;+the little blind 


provides the voice, rate 
Business first show Friday 
Arke. 


| girl who 
bows. 
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“One of most sensational laugh  “Riotous! Hilarity leaves no far- 
riots to light the screen in a long cical stone unturned, and the 
time. Hilarious...sure-fire...never | laughs... are roars!” 

a let down!” — Motion Picture Daily —Hollywood Reporter 


“‘Smash box-office entertainment. 


' ‘ “Success of MY SISTER EILEEN on 
Something extra special for the 


exhibitor. One of top, if not the the stage will be nothing com- 


d to the hit it will make at 
top comedy of the year! ”’—Film Dail abe ‘ 
P Y y er the box-office of film theatres... 


“Columbia and exhibitors are Adds another solid-money com- 


in for a bumper crop of B. O. edy to Columbia string!” 
returns!” —Boxoffice 









—Daily Variety 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Indie exhibs in the Los Angeles area are registering heat over the ex- 
tended showing Of ‘Mrs. Miniver’ in the Fox-West Coast deluxers, declar- 
ing it constitutes an exclusive run. They declare the picture is being 
milked in the district before it will be shown in the subsequent runs. Film 
is going into its eighth week at the Carthay Circle and Metro refuses to 
say when it will break in the 40c theatres. Before it started at the Car- 
thay, the feature played an initial five-theatre week and a second week 
at three other houses, All of which, the indies charge, is upsetting normal 
clearance. Independent Theatre Owners of Southern California is op- 
posed to the five-theatre plan on the ground that it establishes a dangerous 
precedent. They declare the boxoffice value to the indies is lost when a 
film is held up too long. 








Ketti Frings, ex-newspaper gal, who authored ‘Came the Dawn’ for 
Paramount, and whose first play, ‘Mr. Sycamore,’ is in rehearsal by the 
Theatre Guild, is also on a double film-writing assignment for Hunt Strom- 
berg and David O. Selznick. For the latter she’s masterminding ‘Jane 
Fyre,’ and for Stromberg it’s ‘Dishonored Lady.’ She’s working on these 
from. New York, in between concentration on the Guild show. 

It was Miss Frings who insisted upon Stuart Erwin for the male lead. 
after Ernest Truex and others had first been proposed by the Guild. Her 
play is a dramatization of a story by Robert Ayre, published in Story 
mag in 1937. 

John Peere Miles, publicity chief for Arnold Pressburger, filed a pro- 
test with Kathleen Norris and Collier’s magazine against the use of ‘An 
Apple for Eve’ as the title of a current serial. It was used, Miles asserts, 
as the title of his own play, produced in 1936 at the Hollywood Writers 
club and later by various little theatre groups. Pressburger has offered 
him $1,000 for the title if he can establish priority. 





Despite denials by Max Gordon and Eddie Smal! 
picture production partnership, there have been discussions with director 
Edmund Goulding attendant to such possibility. 


Uncle Sam’s Roll Call 


—mum=mg Continued from page 4 


anent a noacscible niav- 



































chant marine, Russell in air force, 
and Athur in Navy. 

James Castelli, of Park theatre in 
Library, Army. Two brothers, Da- 
rio and Danny, are already in the 
service. A fourth, Jerry, is running 
the house. 

Joseph A. Pemberton, U_ shipper, 
Army. 

Gordon Kearsey, asst at Ful- 
ton, into Navy as an aviation cadet, 


has resigned to join the 
She reports to the WAAC 
Des Moines, imme- 


years, 
WAACSsS. 
headquarters, 
diately. 

Bill Landsburg, of the Paran.ount 
homeoffice exploitation department 
ard formerly district advertising 
manager for the company in Kan- 
sas City, has joined the Army. He 
reported yesterday (Tuesday) at Ft. 
Leavenworth, Kans. 

Eddie Maillard, manager of the 
Colony, Livingston, N. J., and for- 
merly a member of the Warner sales 


mor 
mg 


Film Recruits 
Hollywood, Sept. 15. 


foice, nas joined the U. S. Army Dudley Early, film reviewer, Navy. 

glider schoo! at Pittsburg, Kans. John Alton, cameraman, Signal 
All in one week the Hotel Bel- Corps 

mont Plaza’s Glass Hat, N. Y., lost 


Donald Duke, film booker, Navy. 


Joel Shaw, piano player in Bobby William Tracy, screen actor, Army 

Parks’ orchestra; Manor (and Mig-| air Force 

non), dancers, and Johnny Brooks, Joe Valentine, cameraman, Army. 

bartender, to the Army. Milton Pickman, band manager, 
Frank V. King, manager of the Army 


Midland and Auditorium theatres in 
Newark, O., now a Chief Specialist 
in the Navy. This is his second 
hitch in the Navy; last time being in 
World War I. 
Wilbur Neustein, 
ager of Loew's 83rd St., 


Sam Zagon, film attorney, Army 
Air Corps. 

Joe Wrenn, actors business man- 
ager, Army Quartermaster Depi. 

James Lane, studio location man- 
assistant man- ager, Army Air Force. 
N. Y., in- 


ducted in the Army. He enlisted. Roy Loggins, Jr., studio tech- 
Dick Fishell, sportscaster of WHN, | nician. Army. 
New York, left last week to take a Pere Westmore. makeup chief. 


First Lieutenant's commission in the] Coast Guard. 





Sam Clark, film exploiter, Army | 


| Independent Theatre 


| Crockett are members of the UMPI 


| 
| 
| 


| 





| ing a tour of the country to discuss 
high 





Marines. He will be stationed at Milton Serotte. studio technician, | 
Quantico. Richard Darf, of the sta-| army. 
tion's FM department, joined the; Teq Weisberth, cameraman, Army 
Army. | Air Force 
Roland Hamel, of the WHN pub-| Dwicht Breeze, studio technician 
licity department, resigned to take! Navy. 
a war production job at the ronal = s 
ea] loaurw lay : “S - : a 
delphia Navy Yard, and Ray Winters, | Big Denver Contingent 
announcer, went to Chicago to await | ntcnige ere 
Army call. Sid Walton, formerly an | a ~ eee eee ‘he 
announcer at WHN, has rejoined the | Jack Cramer, asin dl ee “2 
tatinan? > ee |Fox Theatres at North Platte, Neb., 
Station's spieler staff. 
lerry Gross, p.a.. Army has left for the Army, and is being | 
si is ssi followed by Vern Austin, his suc- 


cessor, who was set into the North 





| theatre, formerly the Opera House, 


| weeks ago when a 


Canada’s Dimout 


Ottawa, Sept. 15. 

Show biz lighting in eastern Can- 
ada goes under enforced dimout 
orders on Sept. 20 in government 
wartime effort to conserve 140,000 
horse-power for munitions industry. 

In an area which includes most of 
Ontario and Quebec (Toronto, Ot- 
tawa, Montreal, too), all advertising 
signs and highway lighting goes off 
and outdoor rinks douse the lights 
at 10 p.m. 


RODGERS’ POLL 
ON FUTURE 
OF UMP 


Preparatory to a meeting of the 
committee of the whole of the United 











Motion Picture Industry, of which he 
is chairman, William F. Rodgers, | 


i 


general sales manager of Metro, has | 
drafted a two-page letter which was 


to go out late last night (Tuesday) 
or some time today (Wed.) to all 
members of the committee soliciting 
their opinion as to the course to be 
pursued with respect to UMPI. 


While Rodgers does not feel he 
should make the letter public at this 
time, it is believed that in it he 
strongly urges the continuance of 
UMPI. Length of the letter is 
thought to be due to a review of the 
events with respect to UMPI up to 
the present time, plus the industry 
advantages to be gained in saving it 
from doom. 

The Rodgers communication goes 
to both distributors and exhibitors, 
as well as attorneys, who are mem- 
bers of the committee of the whole. 

Based on a survey of exhibs, the 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
Virginia has instructed its president, 
William F. Crockett, to vote in 
favor of retaining UMPI. Others, not 
as yet reported, are doing the same 





or ultimately will, including various 
units of both the Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners of America and its 
rival national body, Allied States 
Assn. 


Officials of Allied, 


who are mak- 


rentals, increased admissions | 
and other complaints, are meantime 
said to be sounding out local units 
on UMPI. Since Allied has been 
strong for UMPI from the start, be- 
lieved the majority of its wunits 
will want to keep it. 

Harry Brandt, president of the 
Owners Assn. 
of N. Y., is also a staunch advocate 
of its retention. Both he and 


exhibitor subcommittee. 





POLICE PROBE ARSON 
ATTEMPT IN MASS. 


Springfield, Mass., Sept. 15. 


State police are probing a frus- 
trated attempt to fire the Holyoke 





early Wednesday (9) morning. It 
was the second attempt in this area 
month to set fire to a motion 
picture house, the Calvin in North- 
ampton having been saved two 
home-made ‘fire | 

2 


bomd Durned itselil oul 


; 2 
nis 


The Holyoke, 


] . 
ec1i0osea since last | 
1 


pring, ls owned by the Gilmore As-j 
sociates. When Holyoke police dis- | 
covered a break in the playhouse, | 


| they found seats removed from the | 
valcony and tossed into the orches- | 
tra pit. Papers were scattered 





More From Pitt Platte post temporarily. Austin 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 15. | leaves in a few weeks 
, i : h d. ‘0 iterprises 
Grace White, private secretary to Pe J h H me poll — oa 04 
} t . uk xX? Nas Os c « 
John H. Harris, head of Harris {| ‘* VOX? ie ie 
A € c to the WAAC farmed forces since Pear Harbor 
Amusement Co., into > WAACs. , 
bec : oe , !They include Robert Dunn, Jimmy | 
Carl Eagle _son of Stanley man-j smith. Merton Mauring, David Dan- 
eget \nare Eagle, promoted to lin€ jjels) Richard Love Eddie Coie, | 
sergeant ballistics ordnance de-| Richard Hagan, Glenn Cree and Roy 
partment and shipped from Aber iJavine of Colorado Springs; James 
deen Prov ing Grounds, Md., to a! Mason. Leslie Graves, Morris Shan- 
base in California. 'strom, William Strawn, Harold Bry- | 
Richard Koch, announcer atiant, John Ferguson, Joe Fetguson 
WISR Butler, Navy, and Orland | John Alexander, Alden Rupe, Ken- 
Tamburri, operator at same station, | neth Rupe, Clatence Strawn, Ray- 
aitto, ijmond Gatza, Ed Thompson, Harvey 
, —T i , iTravlinr Ro ' , 1 hee In 
Billy Kelley, publicity chief at|Traylor, Roy Borden, William Milne | 
Station WCAE, Army. and Newell Hall, Pueblo, Colo.; | 
‘ - : > v . , vns. 
Corp. Jim Trullinger, former p.a cates A. Weaves, Tiere A. Z0¥ 
at William Penn hotel, now picture | Elvern csarner ond Sena eream, 
and make-up editor of new publica- | G™@"d Junction, Colo.; Roy Ander- 
tion ‘The "ae > Watch,’ PB Fort son, Don French and Tom Trammel, 
Eustis, Va ” — © om Greeley, Colo.; and from Lincoln, 
pr iele: Ne lese men were called or en- 
LeRoy McConnell, vetera por. | Ned. these men 
‘ y 4 , an oper-/|,. x. c 7 palais . 
ator at Senator theatre, has three | sted: Ralph H. Ayer, Dean Poh 


sons in the service, George in mer- 























{Everett Bindy, Taylor Hale, Craig 
bps oe, |Miller, Tom Cavanaugh, Robert 
|Stoke, John Kuhl, Vincent J. Di- 
NOW AVAILABLE—THEATRE || Fiore, Luke Smith, Dr. Q. Q. Quay, 
Seati , 7 . Lieut. Leo Drennan, Bruce Middle- 
“Seating 1.700 in heart of Newark, : - ic Ser 
N. 4. For stage production or motion ton, Bill Steen and Dick Svoboda. 
pictures. Newly redecorated. Excel- 
lent condition. Co-operation with Griffith B. Thompson, v.p. and 


vroducer or stock company. I. Sam- 
uel Sodowick, Att'y, 24 Commerce St., 
Newark, N. J. 


general manager of WBYN, Brook- 
lyn, to Special Service Division of 
the U. S. Army as a 











captain 


[Pees 





llenz, Lester Collier, Arthur Eacker, | 





aiound the floor and turpentine had | 
been poured in the aisles, according 
to the Fire Department, 

Lending credence to the vandalism 
theory, the motion picture projec- 
tion room was badly damaged. 


Metro the Winnah! 


Hollywood, Sept. 15. 

Battle between ‘No Surrender’ and 
‘Never Surrender’ ended peacefully, | 
with Arnold Pressburger and Fritz 
Lang, indie producers, surrendering 
their ‘Never’ to Metro's ‘No.’ 

There were threats of carrying the 
title fight to the Hays office and 
even to the courts, but the indies | 
conducted a masterly retreat and are 
offering $100 in war bonds for a new | 
tag on their war story. 








Pitt's Late Monday Nite Shoppers 
Also a Boon for Theatres, Cafes 





Pittsburgh, Sept. 15. 

Monday nights, usually the poorest 
of the week in downtown theatres, 
have in past few weeks boomed 
spectacularly with introduction of 
after-dark shopping on Mondays = y 
the big department stores. N>» 
changes were noticed during the first 
couple of sessions, but with the plan 
now well established, pix houses 
have been able to check past and 
present Monday evening grosses and 
report a sharp uptrend, in some 
cases as much as 50°. 

Although nabe biz for same night 
has fallen off a bit, difference hasn't 
been very great and in every case 
only a small percentage of the gains 
in Golden Triangle. Stores are just 
open until 9 p. m. and after that 
rush at film places is terrific since 
majority of shoppers are from the 
suburban districts and come in to 
make a night of it. Niteries and 
bars are also cashing in by the in- 
flux. 

Night shopping has been so suc 
cessful, in fact, that Retail Merchants 
Association locally is said to be con- 
sidering adding another night, 
Thursday, a move that would have 
the whole-hearted approval of the 
theatre owrers. Although Thurs- 
days are generally all right, there’s 
room for improvement and boys can 
see that extra cash. Since stores 
don’t open until noon Mondays, 
shopping crowds are conspicuous by 
their absence but mat biz downtown 
in last year has been off anyway and 
doesn’t hurt any. 





In St. Louis Too 
St. Louis, Sept. 15. 





once-a-week b.o. hypo through the 
agency of two large department 
stores and numerous retail shops 
which now are remaining open every 
Monday night until 9 o'clock. Sev- 
eral months ago, Mayor William Dee 
Becker asked all retail establish- 
ments to open at noon and close at 
9 p.m. to enable workers in defense 
plants to do their shopping. 

The suggestion fell on deaf ears 
for several weeks but, finally, execs 
of the Stix, Baer & Fuller and 
Scruggs. Vandervoort & Barney 
dept. stores announced they would 
follow Hizzoner’s suggestion. Im- 
mediately a flock of smaller shops 


Allied’s 4 Caravan 
In Philly Yesterday 


Philadelphia, Sept. 15. 

More than 100 exhibs represent- 
ing, approximately, 225 theatres, at- 
tended a meeting this afternoon 
(Tuesday) at the Hotel Broadwood 
sponsored by Aljllied, protesting 
against high film rentals. The meet- 
ing was closed to the trade press. 

After the sessions, which lasted 
more than three hours, M. A. Rosen- 
berg, National Allied president, an- 
nounced that the exhibs ‘were in 
complete harmony’ in regards to the 
plans of the Allied Caravan to ob- 
tains ‘relief’ for exhibitors. 

‘The largest amount of money ever 
pledged in Philly to any movement 
was pledged at this meeting,’ Rosen- 
berg said. He refused to disclose the 
figure raised. This was the fourth 
stop of the Caravan. Previous meet- 
ings have been held at Minneapolis, 
Chicago and Detroit. 
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THIRD WEEK 
HUMPHREY BOGART 


in Warner Bros, Jap-Slapping Sensation 
“ACROSS THE PACIFIC” 


In Person 


DICK JURGENS 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


Also Lynn, Royce & Vanya 
Walter Nillson 
B’way 


Air 

Conditioned STRAND 47th St. 
SALUTE IN SEPTEMBER! 

Buy a bond for every mother’s son In service 


JAMES CAGNEY 


As George M. Cohan in 


“Yankee Doodle Dandy” 


Warner Bros. Success 


HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 

All Seats Reserved — Twice Daily, 2:45-8:45 

Air Cenditioned. B'way, Sist St. Cl. 7-5545. 
SALUTE IN SEPTEMBER! 

Buy a bond for every mother's son in service 











PARAMOUNT PRESENTS 


"WAKE ISLAND’ 


With BRIAN DONLEVY 
MACDONALD CAREY 
ROBERT PRESTON 


RIVOLI 


Broadway and 49th Street 














JOHN BETTY VICTOR 
PAYNE GRABLE MATURE 
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Footlight Serenade 
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Heldover Third Big Week! | 
CLARK GABLE 
LANA TURNER 
“SOMEWHERE 

I'LL FIND YOU” 


CAPITOL fit 













:PALACE::::: 


47th St 
Starts Tomorrow 
Monty WOOLLEY @ Roddy McDOWALL 


“PIED PIPER” 


—and— 
LEON ERROL @ LUPE VELEZ 


‘Mexican Spitfire’s Elephant’ 









Crime Doc’s Lead 
Hollywood, Sept. 15. 

Columbia signed Margaret Lindsay 

to share the lead with Warner Bax- 

ter in the mystery series, ‘Crime 
Doctor.’ 

Pictures, 


series, will 


based on the CBS air 
be produced by Ralph 


| Cohn 














| Midnight 





MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


“TALK OF 
THE TOWN" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 





RADIO 
CITY 








LOEW'S Starts Thur. Sept. 17 
Times M-G-M's 
STATE Sa. ‘TISH’ 
Last Times WED. Marjorie MAIN 
First N. Y. Showing Zasu PITTS 
IRENE OUNWE Aline MacMAHON 
‘LADY IN A JAM Susan PETERS 
In Person -_— 
Miteoheli Ayres Orch In Person 
Arren & Broderick FRANK FAY 
Chas. Kemper UNA MERKEL 
Cardini ANNE NAGEL 
Tip, Tap & Tos BETTY KEAN 
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PARAMOUNT: 


BUY WAR BONDS AT THIS THEATRE 
AS A. SALUTE TO YOUR HEROES. 


Feature 

















‘BRILLIANT—A HIT'—Anderson, Journ.-Am. 
PLUS 
50c $1 & $1.50 Thy 
Sat. Nights Only 50c. te $2.50 Pius Tax 
Souja Heuie & Arthur M. Wirta present 


A NEW MUSICAL ICETRAVAGANZA 


STARS ON ICE. 


CENTER THEATRE, Rockefetier Center 
CO. 5-5474 
America’s Oniy ice Theatre 
Eves., incl. Sun. 8:40 Mats. Wed.,Sat. and Sun. 
Mail Orders Promptly Filled—No, Mon. Perf. 











SAMUEL GOLDWYN PRESENTS 
GARY COOPER in 
THE PRIDE OF 
THE YANKEES 


(The Life of Low Gehrig) 
Reieased Threugh RK O-Radie Pictur ine. 
reces 
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Cooled ASTOR A asth Midnight Shows 
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Wednesday, September 16, 1912 








Argentine Press Pans Balanchine 
For Statements Allegedly Reflecting 





Buenos Aires, Sept. 8 
Severe dressing-down to ballet 
Girector George Balanchine for in- 
terview declarations made on his 


return to New York appeared in the 
press here this week with warning 
to the Teatro Colon, municipally- 
owned opera house, to think twice 
before renewing his contract. 

Case recalled similar incidents 
when film director John Reinhardt 
returned to the U. S., handed out 
interviews which bounced here and 
caused strained relations. Reinhardt 
Jater claimed interview declarations 
were not his. But pointed out is 
that papers here base their criticisms 
on what appears in the Manhattan 
press and careless interviewing fol- 
lowing South American trips is 
likely to undo all the good will 
which may have been created by 
visiting personalities 

Criticism of Balanchine appeared 
not in pro-totalitarian papers which, 
because they slap at everything 
Yank, are discounted by readers, but 
ja strongly pro-democratic and pro- 
U. S. papers and magazines. 

Points Cited 

Critica, leading pro-democratic 
afternooner, for example, cited these 
points: 

Balanchine, after praising the 
Colon ballet corps, stated: ‘I hope 
to be able to prepare it to appear 
on northern stages within two years.’ 
Aside from pointing out that this 
constitutes a reflection in that the 
U. S. ballets are considered good 
enough for here while the Colon 
ballet is not considered good enough 
for the U. S., paper declares the 
Colon ballet is not available for 
revue ijmpresarios and that it is im- 
possible to conceive that the man- 
agement of the Colon could have 
promised its support to such a plan. 
*S. we must attribute this announce- 
ment to an excess of publicity-seek- 
on the part of Balanchine,’ 
Critica added. 

To another Balanchine statement, 

. the Argentine ballet is now be- 
ing born,’ question was asked: ‘What 
d) you mean by Argentine ballet?’ 
Critica, for example, states that fhe 
Argentine ballet inspired by Argen- 
tine customs and dance rhythms 
was born many years ago in ballets 
created. by Argentine 
such as ‘La Flor del Udupe’ by Con- 
stantino 
Ginastera. 

Picking on another statement of 
Balanchine that the Argentine ballet 


ae 
ing 


+ 
. 


is ‘a superior group with great pos- | 


sibilities but lacking experience and 


solists who must be_ imported,’ 
writers point out ‘it must be re- 
membered that the ballet group at 
the Colon was organized in 1925: 


has had 17 years of experience and 
its directors have been the greatest 
masters of tle ballet, among them, 
Bzlanchine’s own teachers—Adolfo 
Blom, Michel Fokine, 
Georges Kyarschst, Boris Romanoff, 
Serge Lifar and 
recent years, Margarita Wahlmann. 

Colon repertoire now includes 
Over 100 works, it was added, and 
the Colon has had the greatest fig- 
ures of the ballet on its boards, 
among them Diaghileff’s troupe and 
Pavlowa. 

Slapping at Balanchine’s | state- 
ment that the season just ended (for 
w) 


ich he was 


director), ‘was the 
most brilliant ever seen,’ papers de- 
clared: ‘In 


in boastful 


saving this he indulged 


exaggeration hardly 


justified even for publicity purposes, | >= 
’ oo | Offer a $1,000 prize for a new Ameri- 


fiist, because no one here ever said 
£0 and, secondly, because the seas-_n 
this year was one of the poorest. 
His statements, besides being self- 
contradictory, show great ignor- 
ance.’ 

Critica declares that Balanchine 
was paid 24,000 pesos (approximately 
$6,000) to put on two ballets, one of 
which was not new. Colon manage- 
ment, it is added, should carefully 
consider his declarations. Reor- 
Zanization is evidently necessary, it 
is stated, ‘but regarding vacancies, 
ws have here an official academy 
and various private schools of ballet, 
which have contributed valuable tal- 
ent, and it is not necessary to bring 
others in from Mr. Balanchine’s own 
private academy.’ 





Carroll Glenn’s Dates 
Carroll Glenn, 22-year-old violin- 
ist, has been booked for over 20 
orchestral dates for the coming sea- 
son, opening Sept. 10 in Toronto. 


A OE Od 


Nijinski—and, in | 
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Gaito and ‘Panambi’ by |SKi or Serge Koussey 
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Jacovieff, | 











14 Concert Attractions 


For 2 Denver Series. 
Denver, Sept. 15. 

The Oberfelder-Slack Concert 
Series here will present two groups 
of concerts during the 1942-43 ea- 
son. The larger of the two, known 
as the ‘Greater Artists Series,’ will 
present eight attractions from Oct. 5 
to March 5; $5.60 to $17.36 is to be 
the scale for the series. 

Artists to appear include Rise 
Stevens, Oct. 5; Ballet Russe de 
Monte Carlo, Nov. i4; Bruna Cas- 
tagna, Dec. 1; Yehudi Menuhin, Jan. 
4; Josef Hofmann, Jan. 14; Salva- 
tore Baccaloni, Feb. 19; Richard 
Crooks, Feb. 26, and Marian Ander- 
son, March 5. 

The ‘Celebrity Series’ by the same 
menagers wil] have six attractions, 
from $3.36 toe $10.08. These will be 
Paul Draper and Larry Adler, Oct. 
16, Anna Kaskas, Oct. 26; Don Cos- 
sack Chorus, Jan. 8; Anne Brown, 
Feb. 13; Carmen Amaya, Feb. 15; 
and Jan Peerce, March 22. 


PANIZZA WON'T 
BATON AT MET 
THIS SEASON 





Buenos Aires, Sept. 15. 

Ettore Panizza, leading Italian con- 
ductor of the Metropolitan Opera Co. 
for the past seven years, won't re- 
turn to the U.S. this season but will 
remain here. 

It is believed that he will take 
over the directorship of the Teatro 
Colon, repiacing Florio Ungarte. 


The Metropolitan is now dickering 
with a number of important guest 





Pinza Set for 9 Dates 
With Mont’l, S. F. Orchs 


Ezio Pinza has been booked for | 


'nine appearances this season with 


24 CONCERTS IN OCT. | 





conductors and possible regulars to | 


theatre, Baltimore 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 


(6), and six at 


| Cleve. Orch Offers $1,000 


‘ T a = 

For New Symphony 
Cleveland, Sept. 15. 

part of Zoth anniversary 

the Cleveland Orchestra will 


As 
season 


its 


can symphonic composition 


Manuscript deadline is Jan. 1, 1943, 


|}and the orchestra will give the work 


its world premiere at a pair of con- 
certs in Severance Hall during the 
season. Radio and_ performance 
rights in the winning work will stay 
with the Cleveland Orchestra until 
1944. Arthur Rodzinksi will head a 
board of judges to select the winner. 


Robeson Opens Series 





At Dartmouth Oct. 10. 


Hanover, N. H., Sept. 15. 

The Dartmouth College Concert 
course this year includes four at- 
tractions. Paul Robeson will open 
the course Oct. 10, with Albert 
Spalding coming in Dec. 12 and 
Astrid Varnay and Lauritz Melchior 
as a January duet. 

Course will be concluded with the 
Boston Symphonietta, Jesus Maria 
Sanroma as piano soloist. 





the Montreal and San Francisco 


Against Native Ballet Performances “2° 


+ 
[ 


the Met in November for his 17th 
successive season as its leading bass. 

On his way back from San Fran-} 
cisco Pinza will concertize in key| 
cities, bookings for which are now | 
being set by NCAC. He will also sing 
Mefistofele in a concert version of | 
Berlioz’s ‘Damnation of Faust’ with} 
the N. Y. Philharmonic under Artur 
Rodzinski in December. 


De Basil Ballet Set 
Until Oct., 1943, On 
So. American Dates 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 8. 


Original Ballet Russe Company, 
directed by Colonel W. de Basil, has 
been signed for a concert series at 
the Colon. Makes the first time such 
a group has been inked by the 
municipally-owned opera house, fol- 
lowing its appearance in commercial 
theatres. 

Ballet Russe company came here 
several months ago following stop- 
overs in Brazil and signed to play 
the Teatro Politeama because of in- 
ability to arrange Colon dates. Did 
so well at Politeama, however, that 
Colon managament decided on new 
series following trip to Montevideo 
and to the interior. 

De Basil company, comprising 68 
people, all but 10 of them dancers, 
left the U. S. in January and does 
nct expect to get back to States till 
October, 1943, longest stage tour ever 
attempted by any organization in 
South America. Unlike many groups 
which have come here in the last 
couple of years, Ballet Russe com- 
pany has not had a cent or even a 
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~ Inside Concert—Opera 
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} Charles L. Wa 


Eileen Farrell, 28-year-old Irish dramatic soprano, is being groomed by 
ner as his greatest Irish prospect since John McCormack. 


| Wagner feels that the young soprano will be the first great singer of her 


with the Salt Lake City Orchestra. 
for her. 
ferring not to rush her. 


race to successfully cope with ‘Isolde,’ which concerns an Irish princess. 
The singer will launch her first concert tour of 15 appearances Oct. 28 


Wagner is getting $400 an appearance 


He will not allow her to appear in opera until next year, pre- 





Morini-D’Andria Co. 
Set for 30 Bookings 


The ‘Traviata’ company of Albert 
Morini and Georgio D’Andria has 
been booked for 31 dates this fall, 
starting Oct. 17 in Bridgeport. Com- 
pany has Annamary Dickey, Mar- 
garet Daum, Francesco Perulli, 
Francesco Naya, Jess Walters and 
Robert Shilton as its principal sing- 
ers, with Angelo Canarutto as con- 
ductor. The tour will close at the 
Academy of Music, Brooklyn, Dec. 1. 

Company, which will carry an 
orchestra of 16 and a chorus of 12, 
is to tour the eastern seaboard and 
might play a week in Canada at the 
end of the U. S. tour if current 
negotiations jell. 

Company is being sold for $1,750 
a performance, 


Met Stars Head 
Newark Sked 


Opening Oct. 8 


Newark, Sept. 15. 
Newark Civic Grand Opera Assn. 
will present the first of a series of 
14 operas, featuring leading Metro- 
politan Opera stars, at the Mosque 








letter of introduction from the Nel- | theatre Oct. 18. ‘La Traviata’ will 
son Rockefeller Office of the Co-| be the opener. 
ordinator of Inter-American Affairs Also scheduled are ‘Carmen,’ ‘Cav- 





AT N.Y. TOWN HALL 


Town Hall, N. Y., will present 24 


New Friends of Music with Coolidge | 


Quartet and Hortense Monath, pi- 


anist, Oct. 25 (afternoon): Ella Davis, | 


soprano, Oct. 25: Roman Totenberg. 
violinist, Oct. 26; Sari Biro. pianist, 
Oct. 27; Thomas L. Thomas. baritone, 


| Oct. 30. 





Balto to Import Players 
Baltimore, Sept. 15 

In announcing that auditions for 
membership in an ‘improved’ 90- 
piece Baltimore Symphony Orches- 
tra probably would begin this week, 
Reginald Stewart, who is to conduct 
the new orchestra, has declared that 
while he wanted to use as many 
Baltimore musicians as possible, it 
would be necessary to import a 
number of players. 

Dates have been tentatively sched- 
uled for 28 concerts at the Lyric 
theatre, with the possibility that 
these will be decreased, or increased, 
in accordance with the organization’s 
final budget, which has as its basis a 
$50,000 appropriation which Mayor 
Jackson has agreed to recommend 
to the City Board of Estimates. 

Initial concert is slated for Nov.18. 





Roland Gundry, violinist, opens a 
17-date tour in Jamestown, N. Y.,, 
Oct. 19. 


alleria Rusticana,’ ‘Pagliacci,’ ‘Rigo- 
letto,’ ‘La Gioconda,’ ‘Il Trovatore,’ 
‘Faust,’ ‘Barber of Seville,’ ‘La Bo- 
heme,’ ‘Tosca,* ‘Lucia di Lammer- 
moor,’ ‘Manon’ and ‘Don Pasquale.’ 

Met stars to appear include Nino 
Martini, Giovanni Martinelli, Jan 
| Peerce, Jarmila Novotna, Bruna Cas- 
tagna, Dusolina Giannini, Kurt Baum, 


use Baum in ‘Aida,’ ‘Tosca’ and ‘Tro- 
vatore’ well. The soprano will 
| probably be Dusolina Giannini, who 
| did not sing at the house at all last 
year. 


as 


Pechner 
of 


Gerhard is also reported 


the 


a member 


Leonard Warren, with Ettore Panizza 
handling the conducting. 


cast, as is 


Patrons Will Vote On 
Artists for L.A. Series 


Los Angeles, Sept. 15. 

L. E. Behymer will present 12 at- 
tractions on his De Luxe Series this 
season. His list of artists includes 
18 names, but subscribers will vote 
on the 12 who will appear on the 
series, 

The 18 names submitted by Be- 
hymer include Rise Stevens, the Bal- 
let Russe de Monte Carlo, Carmen 
Amaya, Paul Draper and Larry Ad- 
ler, the Ballet Theatre, Dusolina 
Giannini, Richard Crooks, the Plat- 
off Don Cossacks, Marian Anderson, 
the Jaroff Don Cossacks, the Trapp 
Family Singers, Vronsky and Babin, 
Serge Rachmaninoff, Robert Casa- 
desus, Luboshutz and Nemenoff, Igor 
Gorin, Zino Francescatti and Nelson 
Eddy. 
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concerts during October as its an- 
pick up the assignments of Panizza.| nual concert series swing: under | Nicola Moscona, Stella Roman, Rob- | 
Among the possible re placements | way. Besides the musical events, | ert Weede, Armand Tokatyan and 
for regular maestro are George} lectures and church services will be | Jan Kiepura. Also appearing will 
musicians, | Snell, Fausto Cleva, Angelo Cana- presented. be Dorothy Kirsten of the Chicago 
rutto, with either Leopold Stokow-/ Artists to be heard in order of | Opera Company and Lorenzo Alvary 
itsky as guests.| their appearances will be (evening | of the San Francisco Opera. 
—— unless otherwise stated): Zara Nel- . — 
sova, cellist, Oct. 4; Elizabeth Hip- ( ; 
139 Concerts Scheduled [sis p's’ oet's'z:netve'sten FORZA DEL DESTINO 
a | way, soprano, Oct. 6; Marie Valois, | 
For Philly Orchestra soprano, Oct. 9; Hubert Valentine, | REVIVAL LIKELY | 
| tenor, Oct. 11; Bernardo Segall, pi- | 
—— anist, Oct. 12; Nina Quartin, soprano - 
Philadelphia, Sept. 15. | Oct 13; Alexander Sved, baritone,| The Metropolitan Opera Co. is| 
| one ra A a pode’, hia Orchestra, — Mg areas P! a * i planning on a revival of Verdi’s | 
;aauncning its tord Season, Will, inj » JAINes S » Plan ist if " — . 
addition to its 74 ‘concerts at the | Emanuel List, bass. Oct. 18. ‘Forza Del Destino’ during the com- | 
Academy of Music here, play 65 on| Also, David Sarser, violinist, Oct. | ing season. The opera has been off | 
the road. The orchestra opens Oct. | 19 (afternoon); Dorothy Baker, so-| the boards since the 1934-35 season. | 
2 and ends it season April 30, Eu-|Prano, Oct. 19 (evening); Ernst | Gast now tentatively set includes| 
| gene Ormandy returns as conductor, | Wolff, baritone, Oct. 20; Wanda Lan-|_ Es ene 
Included in its annual traveling |dowska, harpsichordist, Oct. 21: Kurt Baum, Czechoslovakian tenor, 
schedule will be concerts in N. Y. at | Miriam Solovieff, violinist, Oct, 23; | Who sang only in ‘Rosenkavalier’ last 
Carnegie Hall (10), in Washington at | Rose Goldblatt, pianist, Oct. 24; year. 
Constitution Hall (6), at the Lyric | Maxim Schapiro, pianist, Oct. 25;| The Met is reputedly planning to 








| Jepson, 


PONS IN ‘LAKME’ 
TO OPEN CHI 
SEASON 


Chicago, Sept. 15. 

The Chicago Opera Co. will open 
its 32d annual season Nov, 7 with 
‘Lakme,’ featuring Lily Pons, Raoul 
Jobin, Alexander Kipnis and Anna 
Kaskas. Season will run five weeks 
to Dec. 12 under Fortune Galio. Lat- 
ter last year reduced the company’s 
usual annual deficit of $100,000 to 
less than $20,000. 

Repertoire will also include ‘Aida,’ 
‘Boheme,’ ‘Carmen,’ ‘Cavelleria Rus- 
ticana,’ ‘Pagliacci,’ ‘Daughter of the 
Regiment,’ ‘Faust,’ ‘Halka,’ ‘Jewels of 
the Madonna,’ ‘Juive,’ ‘Lohengrin,’ 
‘Lucia Di Lammermoor, ‘Manon,’ 
‘Martha,’ ‘Mignon,’ ‘Otello,’ ‘Rigo- 
letto, ‘Tannhauser,’ ‘Tosca,’ ‘“Tra- 
viata,’ and ‘Trovatore.’ Five operas 
will be done in English, ‘Secrets of 
Suzanne, ‘Martha,’ ‘Tales of Hoff- 
man,’ ‘Hansel and Gretel’ ‘The 


Barber of Seville.” Admission prices 


and 


will 


run from $2 to $5, with an in- 
complete list of artists engaged, or 
pencilled in, being Licia Albanese, 


Josephine Antoine, Rose Bampton, 
Kurt Baum, Douglas Beattie, Rich- 
ard Bonelli, Giuseppe Cavadore, 


Richard Crooks, 
Dusolina Gi 


George Czaplicki, 
ni, Coe Glade, Helen 
Raoul Anna Kaskas, 
Jan Kiepura, Alexander Kipnis, Dor- 
othy Kirsten, Charles Kullman, Vir- 


ann 


Jobin, 


gilio Lazzari, Mark Love, Mobley 
Lushanya, Giovanni Martinelli, Lau- 
ritz Melchior, James Melton, Grace 
Moore, Nicola Moscona, Carlo Mo- 
relli, Nino Martini, Lily Pons, Hilde 
Reggiani, Stella Roman, Gladys 
Swarthout, John Charles Thomas, 
Kerstin Thorborg, Lawrence Tibbett, 
Vittorio Trevisan, Salvatore Bacca- 
loni and Elizabeth Wysor. 

Conductors will be Carlo Peroni, 
Giuseppe Bamboschek, Dino Bigalli, 
Jerzy Bojanowski, Paul Breisach, 
Angelo Canarutto, Leo Kopp and 
Edw 


in McArthur. 


Cleve. Symph Backed 
By 706 From Localites 


Cleveland, Sept. 15. 
Already backed with $70,000 worth 
of community cooperation, the Cleve- 
land Symphony Orchestra, under the 


baton of Dr. Artur Rodzinski, has 
prepared for the October opening 
of its 25th anniversary season with 


of a brilliant list 


approaching Ssea- 


the announcement 
of soloists for the 
son, 

Included 
Tossy Spivakovsky, orchestra’s 
concertmaster; Raya Garbou- 
Sova; Lecnard Rose, cellist; Alice 
Chalifoux, harpist; Philip Kirchner, 
oboist; Alexander Brailowsky, Ru- 
dolf Serkin and Claudio Arrau, pi- 
anists; Josef Szigeti, Carroll Glenn 
and Ruth Posselt, violinists. 

The symph will broadcast an hour 
program over WGAR and the CBS 
shortwave network to England, 
South America and the Pacific area 
each Saturday. 


Union City Opera Oct. 8 


Union City, N. J., Sept. 15. 

The Union City Opera Co.., one 
of two municipally financed opera 
companies in the U. S., will launch 
its first season under Thomas Mar- 
tin, Met conductor, Oct. 8. The 
opera will be ‘Traviata.’ 

Set in the cast is Vivian Della 
Chiesa, Bruno Landi and Alfredo 
Chigi, Michael De Pace, N. Y. man- 
ager and personal representative of 
many of the Met singers, is casting 
director. 


the guest stars 


among 
ale 
new 
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MBS HUNTS PAID PREAY 
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MBS Keys Fall Program Schedule 
To the War, Including 13 News 


Commentators on the Hour Daily 


+ 
vi 





Cleveland, Sept. 15. 
After a two-day (9-10) conference 
at Hotel Cleveland, 15 Mutual chain 
key station program directors an- 


Vallee Signs 2 


Gil Lamb, comedian, and Shirley 


nounced a wartime war-minded net- | Mitchell, actress, have been signed 
work schedule for this fall. by Rudy Vallee for his Thursday 
The revised, streamlined chain j|night series on NBC for Sealtest. 


They will join Joan Davis as regu- 
lars On the show. 
McKee-Albright is the agency. 


NBC Still Mulling 
Slice in Sunday 
Matinee Charges 


NBC higherups are still mulling 


program service, emphasizilg a spe- 
cifically planned hour-by-hour for- 
mat, with each 60 minutes balancing 
news, music, variety and war effort 
broadcasts, will be put into effect 
early next month after the World 
Series, according to Adolph Opfin- 
ger, Mutual program director. 

‘Balancing these hour-by-hour 
segments will be topflight commer- 
cial and non-commercial shows, with 
each grouping carefully scheduled 
so that each 60-minute unit will in- 
clude a variety of program sub- 
jects,’ Opfinger said. 

Six Daytime Variety Shows 

An unusual highlight planned for 
the fall schedule will be six half- 
hour variety musical shows inserted 





in the daytime hours, These will |over a suggestion made within the 
compete with the heavy dramatic | organization that the Sunday 
daytime schedules on other net-| matinee rates be revised. The NBC 
works. rate for the Sunday period running 


On the hour, from 10 a.m. to 10 
p.m., 13 different news commenta- 


from noon to 6 p.m. is three-fourths 
of the night rate and the proposal 
tors will be heard Mondays through | facing the network is whether to re- 
Fridays. These will include such/duce this to two-thirds the night 
names as Boake Carter and his sis- |rate. The change would bring NBC’s 
ter, Shellah, who will originate her |Sunday afternoon rate in line with 
broadcasts from Cleveland. Columbia’s and the Blue Network’s 
A resolution was passed by the |rates for the like are of the clock. 
Mutual program managers pledg- There has also been talk within 
ing further cooperation with the |NBC of clipping the earlier part of 
United States armed forces and the |the afternoon to 50% of the night 
various governmental agencies. rate and pegging the late hours of 
Also announced is a new Cresta | two-thirds the night rate. 


Blanchawine program featuring 
Jack Pearl with Morton Gould’s or- T | UBLE UPS 


chestra and_ tentatively, Nadine 





Connor, songstress Starting date is 
Sept. 30. 

Attending the conclave were Van 
C. Newkirk, Joun Tinnea, George 
Steffy, Madeline Ensign, Bert Han- 
auer, Herbert Rice, Clifton Daniel, 
Murray Arnold, Syd Cornell, Camp- 
bell Ritchie, Frank Schreiber, Julius 
F. Seebach, Lester Gottlieb, Tom 
Slater, Andrew Poole and Opfin- 
ger. H. K. Carpenter, general man- 





‘Double or Nothing,’ 
|Friday nights on Mutual for Feena- 


quiz show 


mint 


expands its hookup from 100 


ager of WHK-WCLE, which leaves 

the Blue shortly to go fulltime Mu- |to 204 stations, effective Sept. 25. | 
tual, thus leav Blue out of Cleve- | This the first account to use the} 
land. was host | e.507 


U. S. for a regu- 
since the new rate card 


H e ° |was issued. Such sponsored shows 
olhster Joins CBS las Gillette’s prizefight and World 
e Series broadcasts use the full Mutual 

As VP. in Charge Of | station lineup, even including out- 


in 1“ iwaii and Canada, but they 
Ad, Sales Promotion| *":,"°t "euls: series. 
th ‘a Sept. 25 broadcast, 
Paice or Nothing’ starts its third | 
vear on Mutual. It also institutes 
series of ‘ to the coun- 


full network in the 


lar series 
| 
| 


Paul M. Hollister 
resigned a vice-pre 


, who last month 


: YEU litec’ 
with the |@ new alute 


siaqency 


J. Sterling Getchell agency, has | tries occupied by the Nazis but still | 
joined CBS in the post of page in resisting Greece will be the coun- 
charge of advertising and sales pro- |'’Y_ ‘saluted’ on the Sept. 25 show 
motion. Hollister is known through- |4nd the Andrews Sisters, whe oO are of 
out the countrv for his work in re- Greek ancestry, will guest t 
tail merchandising, promotion and | S'#"2a Regular cast for 
publicity ai : : Walte 7 
Hollister was executive v.p. and|Frank Forrest and Alois 


publicity director of R. H. Macy & | @Sty is the agency 
»., New York department store, for — 
eight vears. His past ad agency 


ca ream, pat ad aces | WOLFF EAST TO GAB 
K. McCann Co., and B.B.D. & O | WITH DAVIS, LEWIS 


Travers New Yankee V.P. Hollywood, Sept. 15. 
| Nat Wolff, chief deputy to W. B. 
— | Lewis in charge of Coast operations 
Boston, Sept. 15. re radio division of Office of War 


Linus Travers was elected execu- Information, is due in Washington 
iv , , r c 
tive v.p. of the Yankee Network . ashing 


the wh 








PREFER NATIONAL 
FIGURE FOR J0B 


Don Francisco Reported to 
Have Recently Turned 
Down Offer From Mutual 
Board Members Acting 
Ex Officio—Net Right 
Now Has No Paid Of- 


ficials 


| 











WEBER 





Various members of the Mutual 
board of directors are reported as 
advocating that the network engage 
for itself a paid president. It 
wouldn’t have to be anyone who has 
been active in broadcasting, but 
rather somebody who is well known 
in the advertising, mercantile or po- 
litical field. One report has it that 
Don Francisco had recently re- 
ceived such an offer and turned it 
down. Francisco is head of the 
communications division in the Of- 
fice of the Coordinator of Inter- 
American Affairs. He quit as pres- 
ident of the Lord & Thomas agency, 
with a salary of $100,900 a year, to 
take that post. 

Inquiries by Mutual boardmen 
have been without official direction 
of the board itself. It has been the 
opinion of several Mutual stockhold- 
ers that the network’s stature would 
be benefited by the acquisition of a 
salaried president who would com- 
mend national attention and rec- 
ognition. Mutual has never had any 
salaried officials. ts president, W. 
E. Macfarlane, is managing director 
of WGN, Chicago, a Mutual stock- 
helder, and general manager of the 
Chicago Tribune. Fred Weber, who 
holds the title of general manager, 
has always been the network’s top 
executive. The 
ture of the Mutual operation finds 
an illuminuting example in a current 
situation involving Gillette Razor’s 
sponsorship of eight football games 
ri the network. WGN can schedule 
only six of these games, as it has a 
prior commitment to carry local 
foctball games on the other two 


~~ 


other two 
dates. At the request of Maxon, 
agency on the Gillette account, 
WENR, 
key outlet, has agreed to sub 


games on the 


titute 


| its facilities for the two occasions 


Weber would remain as operating | 


head of the Network, although there 
is a probability of his going into the 
Vv. S. Weber, who has 
headed the operating setup of Mu- 
tual since the network’s inception 
seven years ago, got his start in the 
broadéasting business with NBC as a 
stations relationer. 


service, 














last week. lthis week for conferences with 
Robert T. Bartley, who prior to | Elmer Davis, Milton Eisenhower, | 
joining the Yankee net in 1939 was aide to Davis, and Lewis. Object of 
with the Federal Communications the session is to frame an all-out | P 
Commission, was made a v.-p. to ar ped 2 oe nl 
ernment’s war effort on the home 
front. 


< = | 
Johns With Walker Co. Accompanying Wolff is Collier 


Frank Johns has_ been made | Young, story head for Sam Goldwyn, 
manager of the Walker Co., radio} who is serving on tached duty 


Station reps, in New York City. | with OWI with the view to an as- | 

Johns was formerly office man-|signment for the handling of the | 
ager in N. Y. for the Howard Wil-| literary end of OWI activities on the 
Son Office, station reps. | Coas 





| count. 


» Balan ine Aims At 





NOT AFFECTED) 


individualistic na- | 


Up to Army and Navy Whether 
U.S. Will Up Propaganda Power 
Via 22 New DX Transmitters 


_™ 


Washington, Sept. 15. 
Renew Nelson Eddy Final decision on whether the 
United States erects 22 new short- 
wave transmitters—in a move to 
partly cut down the propaganda ad- 
spot on NBC. vantage of the Axis—is up to the 
It will make 39 weeks for him. Army and Navy, with the other 
— » Federal agencies already subscrib- 
ing to the fundamental principles of 


|a comprehensive engineering plan 
ates eS : that would provide around-the-clock 
; and world-wide coverage. 
Scheme to nearly treble this 
‘ country’s DX facilities has reached 
-T-F Net Spots 
9 
M H bb 


the point where requests for the 
necessary cash—around $4,000,000 
for construction and $3,000,000 an- 

Colgate - Palmolive - Peet’s assign- 
ment of the Palmolive Soap adver- 
tising to the Ted Bates agency was 


nually for operation—are being 
weighed by the Budget Bureau. 
Forma! estimates are expected to go 
to Congress within a fortnight, un- 
less the high command nixes the 
made official last week and the/transmitters are not installed, the 
agency at the same time advised existing 14 short-wave plants are 
NBC that the Saturday 9:30 to 10| que to be virtually taken over by 
p.m, spot it had bought for Al Jol-/| Uncle Sam. While operation still wiil 
soi. Would instead be used for ‘Can jremain in the hands of private en- 
3. 





Nelson Eddy has been renewed by 
Old Gold for his Wednesday night 











whole idea on the ground the fre- 
quencies cannot be spared. 

Even if the contemplated addi- 

tional directional antennas and new 

You Top This?, starting Oct. | terprise, the Federal Government is 

‘Top’ will continue its Tuesday night | committed to the policy of buying 

session on WOR, New York. 100% of the time on these outlets 

Jolson is to get the Tuesday 8:30- and to undertaking the ticklish pro- 


8:55 p.m. spot on CBS ‘Hobby gramming job. 
Lobby’ leaves the latte niche the Details of the construction plan 
week before Jolson’s entry (Oct. 6) 


are very hush-hush, with Robert E. 


and opens in the Saturday 8:30-9:55 Sherwood, the playwright-propa- 


or} . 2 } . lic 
p.m. period Octfl 3. — - ; |gandist, dodging all questions. 
Carlo de Angelo will be producer-|Enough has leaked from  othe- 


director of Jolson’s program, and 


ae sources, though, to indicate that this 
and Eddie Forman will 


Pat C. Flick ;country is on the starting line 
script it. New talent lineup has! (Nazis, however, admittedly - are a 
Elaine Arden in place of Eve, (Continued on page 38) 

Arden (unavailable), plus Hilde- eianaies 








garde, Parkyakarkas and Ray Block's 
orchestra 
Jolson is 


due back shortly a. » U of Chi Round Table’ 





his overseas trouping for the U 
} troops in Englaad and Irelan “ May Move NBC Time To 


The N. Y. Ayer agency wh ich in- 
troduced ‘Top’ for Kirkman Soap, Accommodate Paint Show 
has resigned that account This 
'brand, which is owned by C-P-P-, 
|will now come under Bates’ juris- ‘The University of Chicago Round- 


the Blue Network’s Chicago | 


ble,” one of radio’s oldest discus- 
sion programs, may be moved from 
present Sunday matinee spot on 

Sher - 


NBC to accommodate a4 rwil 
Williams half-hour show. The ac- 
count wants to get as close to n 


ifternoon as possible, but it does 


want to be opposite CBS’ symphony 
broadcast (3-4:30). 


Roundtable’ is currently ched- 
uled from 2:30 to 3 p.m 


TWO MORE PITCHES ON 
COAST FOR PABST NOD 


Hollywood, Se pt 15 


diction also. 


if 


Washing 

Office of War Int fort nation has 

under consideration the _ different 

proposals covering the weekly broad- | 
cast to the nation which Elmer Dav! 

head of the bureau, is slated to start 

shortly. The three propositions were 


ubmitted by NBC. CBS. Blue and Two new pitches for th Pal ‘ 
; a We > -~-40 ¥¥ » ; I oat al} a 
0 1ers, ul lic S$) Mu c* eet sreek. EOHOWINE & CONICT» peer account were made last veek 


= Trouble With AFM =: 


The spot end of Ballantine Ale’s 
fali and t npa will dire 
its appeal especially to 


Rather than take a chal 
countering difficulties with re 
tions of the American Federat 
Musicians on the making | of gr | 
scriptions, the account plans to in-| 
corporate certain program ideas 
within half-hour musical shows put | 
together by the individual stations 


The music may be provided by 
the station staff orchestras, re- 
corded library or collectio: ct 


records. J. Walter 


Lnompson is the agency on tne a 


phonograph 


+ 


Jones, Jr., Into Army 

Ray E. Jones, Jr., 
agency radio production staff, has 
resigned to join the Army. 

He worked on the ‘Truth or Con- 
sequences’ pl 


ogram 


are alternating sponsors of WSAIT’s'| with the 
' buseball blasts p.1 


ce | ee Lennen & Mitchell, swelling the 
ge a ; = f speculative packaged sh« < 
Day io a broad rr ; 
nine. Tom McAvity 
+t the OWI ,| Clated with Jimmy Saphier, re 

hea ietetaes Gm eal ‘ ne program and Jim Andrew if 

aaimatircn ot Gath Gacasia L. & M. produced the othe 
That all four networks b _— In the McAvity lineup of talent 
topether for the weekly event are Warner Baxter, Jack Carson, 


praere Hopper, Leith Stevens, music 
ctor, and Martha Tilton, vocal 
Als 0 included is a spot for dramat 
| vignettes. Alfred Hitchcock was 
narrator of the dramatics on the 
Andrews audition. 
Pabst will make a 
week, 


a Also Hot About 
Defeat of Dem Bums 


choice this 
Cincinnati, 

Interest of National League fans 
being centered in the sizzling Dodg- 
ers-Cardinals fight for the pennant, 


>] . 
WSAI flew Roger Bacon to Brooklyn Aunt Jenny Dispenses 


for A yet e ail ng = . : an ? | With CBS Rebroadcast 


Sept. 15. 





n~ 


petween clubs 

i It replaced the station’s regular quessiumea 

broadcast of the Cincy Reds tilt that ‘Aunt Jenny’ (Lever Bros.) is to 

day in Philadelphia, progress Of have but one hookup a day on CBS, 
of the Compton | which was reported between innings , namely, 11:45 a.m. EWT. 

by Dick Bray, Baker's assistant. | This hookup will extend across 


General Mills and Socony Vacuum, the country and thereby do away 
present rebroadcast 2:15 


EWT 


Sipe 


poe Seniie 


“ 


i 
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McMillin Now in Top Compton Radio 


Post; Haynes Heads Radio Production 





John E. McMillin, vice-president | ‘80 CAL. BROADCASTERS | 


snd radio director of the Compton 
agency, has upped to 
president and director, 
Alfred Stanford, 


to become a lieutenant 


been vice- 
succeeding 
resigned 


who has 


commander 


in the Navy. Stanford served in 
the Navy during World War I. 
Storrs Haynes, formerly new 


script and continuity director of the | 
agency, becomes head of the radio | 
production department. Hal James, 
formerly a program _ supervisor, 
moves over to become new program 


manager and script buyer. Gilbert 
Ralston, another program’ super- 
visor, has resigned to join the radio 


department of Procter & Gamble, 
as assistant to William M. Ramsey, 
director. Robert Wamboldt, 
Wilbur and Ted Bell remain 
supervisors 


radio 
Corlis 


as program 


MecMillin’s boost to Stanford’s 
post involves considerably more} 
than the change of title indicated. 


In his new job he will have charge 
of ‘creative production,’ including 
both radio and copy, thus holding 
policy control of radio operation. 
Active direction of the agency in the 
last few years has been handled 
chiefly by Richard Compton, pres- 
ident; Leonard Bush, vice-president, 
secretary, treasurer and, radio di- 
rector, and Stanford. 


LOUIS VS. CONN 
RADIO IN OPEN 
MARKET 





The Committee of New York City 
Sportswriters, headed by Grantland 
Rice, handling the promotion of the 
Joe Louis-Billy Conn fracas at the 
Yankee Stadium on Oct. 12 for the 
Army Emergency Relief Fund, are 
accepting bids for radio sponsorship. 

Highest bidder gets the fight and 
can select his own network. Appar- 
ently the Mutual net and Gillette are 
taking their chances on bidding in 
the rights in the open competition. 
With Mike Jacobs acting only in an 
advisory capacity, the broadcasting 
deal between Mutual, Gillette and 
Jacobs just doesn’t apply. 


WYLIE IN EXEC 
POST AT AYER 


Max Wylie, who recently resigned 
as vice-president and radio director 
of Blackett-Sample-Hummert, Chi- 
cago, joins the radio department of 
the N. W. Ayer agency Monday (21) 
in an executive capacity. He will 
have no title and his duties have not 
been defined. 

Before becoming 
B-S-H about a year 
acript editor of CBS. 


associated with 
ago, Wylie was 


Drug Outfit Expands 


To 40-Odd Markets 


Fall contracts for Gold Medal 
Capsules (Block Drug Co.) are about 
to be issued by the J. Walter Thomp- 
son agency. The list has been ex- 


panded to 40-odd markets. 

Number of weekly = announce- 
ments differ with the individual 
markets. 


C-P-P Renews Bill Stern 


Chicago, Sept. 15. 

Bill] Stern’s ‘Sports Newsreel of the 
Air,’ broadcast Sat. from 9 to 9:15 
p.m., has been renewed for another 
52-week period, effective Oct. 3, by 
the Colgate- Palmolive- Peet Co. 
through Sherman Marquette, Inc., of 
Chicago. 

Program features Stern along with 
leading personalities of sports world 
in guest spots. Show plugs Colgate’s 
Shave Cream. 


- 











|fornia Broadcasters 
| rence McDowell, 





[signed to take a commission in the Navy, 
| Station. 


“BLECT McDOWELL PREX 


Hollywood, Sept. 15. 
Southern Cali- 
Assn., is Law- 
manager of KFOX, 
Long Beach. Duke Hancock, KGFJ, 
Los Angeles, is vice-president, and 
Harry Maislish, of KFWB, also L. A., 
lis secretary and treasurer. 

The retiring prez, Harry Witt, 
KNX, served two terms. 


Barnouw Joins NBC As 
Script Editor Vice Disque 


Erik een Sehes NBC 
(Wednesday) as script editor, 
Lsueceeds Brice Disque, Jr., who re- 





New prexy of the 


of 





today 


Army Air Force. 

Barnouw, a free-lance scripter and | 
teacher of a course in radio at Co- 
lumbia University, reports to Lewis 
Titterton, chief of the script division. 


MBS UNABLE AS YET 








Mutual has yet to clear with its 
jaffiliate the 45-minute period that 
|Cresta Blanca Wine has ordered for 
lthe show headed by 


30. The clearance difficulty is 
oddity of the segment 


| Sept. 
the 


|quarters of an hour), 
Morton Gould will direct the or-|and is negotiating with colleges for 


ldo his usual straight for Pearl. 





130. for Gillette razor. 
| Bob 
He | 


| 


chestra and Cliff Hall (Sharlie) will 
Wil- 
liam H. Weintraub is the agency. 





Allen May Replace 
Elson (Into Navy) On 


World Series Airing 





Subject to okay by Judge Landis, 
Mel Allen will team with Red Bar- 
ber on the World Series baseball 
broadcasts on Mutual, starting Sept. 
He succeeds 
who was slated for the 
but reported for duty 
(14) as a Lieutenant in the 
at the Great Lakes Training 

Besides Barber’s and Al- 
len’s play-by-play spiel, Bill Corum 
will do the before and after-game 
color. 

Maxon is the agency on the deal. 


Elson, 
assignment, 
| Monday 


TO CLEAR PEARL SHOW 


Jack Pearl. The | 
| account wants to start Wednesday, | 
| last month announced it would cease 
(three | bankrolling the airing of football for 

| the duration, last week reconsidered 








Atlantic Changes Its Mind About Grid 
Airings, But Trimming Budget Sharply 





15. 
which 


Philadelphia, Sept. 
The Atlantic Refining Co., 


rights to broadcast ‘on a restricted 
schedule.’ 

Joseph R. Rollins, advertising di- 
rector of-the company, declared that 
the schedule would be considerably 
smaller than that broadcast by At- 
lantic in the past. (The oil com- 
pany bankrolled 185 grid contests in 
1941 at a reported cost of $500,000.) 
The slash in the number of games 
is in line with drop in biz due to 
rationing, he declared. 

Although all arrangements have 
not yet been completed, tentative 
plans are set for the broadcast of 
games over 53 stations in 13 States— 
12 in the northeastern section of the 
country and Ohio. The broadcasts 
will be set up on a regional basis, 

For the first time in history, 
Harvard games will be aired com- 
mercially via WOR, N. Y., and a 
New England network. 

WOR will also broadcast Prince- 
ton and Yale. An upstate N. Y. 
group of stations will air contests 





of Syracuse, Colgate and Cornell, 

New England wil! have Boston 
College, Holy Cross, Brown, Harvard 
and Yale. 

Plans for Eastern Pennsylvania 
are still in the formative stage. 
Games of Temple University and 
Villanova College will be aired via 
WIP here. Atlantic is still negotiat- 
ing with the University of Pennsyl- 
vania for rights. If the deal jells, 
Penn games will again go over 
WCAU. 

Eight stations in Western Pennsyl- 
vania will broadcast grid games of 
Penn State and Pitt. Maryland sta- 
tions will broadcast Navy games, 
while Cleveland and Columbus sta- 
tions will air games of Ohio State 
University. 

The games of the Philadelphia 
Eagles, local pro outfit, sponsored by 
Atlantic in the past, will be aimed 
this year by Pabst Beer over WFIL, 


MBS Adds 2 Stations 


Stations WHK-WCLE, Cleveland, 
become full-time affiliates of the 
Mutual network Sept. 28. 

WHK has formerly been affiliated 
with the Blue. 











+ 


—— 


Lae ) 








book, 





| "oa Se . ° 
berore us this question: 





of Axis war lords. 


radio 


In this free country of free radio 
know why the microphone 


ed for... heard. 


technicians, 


BASIC STATIONS—COLUMBIA 





Control the microphone! 


That order is foremost in the minds 


For, in Hitler’s 


is the most effective 


means of spreading lies and propa- 
ganda among his own people; of 
sowing confusion, fear and distrust 


» | ° . 
tnre yughout occupied countries, 


, we 


ranks 


high in Axis strategy. Radio is listen- 


. . believed. That is 


why we, the people of radio—the 


owners, managers, producers, writers, 


announcers — must be 


careful of our trust, must always keep 


° 





Are we using radio to the fullest extent 


to do the most good for the common cause? 


Let station managers analyze their 
operations, use every possible moment 


of air time in service of the nation. 


Let script writers inject the spirit 


of freedom into every phrase and 


sentence, 


Let musical directors 


diligently for music that will inspire. 
Let advertisers and agencies choose 
programs which will build morale. 


Let commercials sell the idealism of 


America, as well as its goods and 


services. 


[ kt us make the watt of Our Wii CVO abho es J 


WSK 


TWE GOODW STATION 


WGAR 


TWE FRAERDYN STATION 


The Great Stations of the Great Lakes 


KMPC, BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF.—UNDER SAME MANAGEMENT 


BROADCASTING SYSTEM...G. 


a - 


search 


AXontvollieven Si 


more 


A. RICHARDS, 











PRES. E DY 
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YANKEE OFFER ON AND OFF 





BROWN IN DYKE 
SPOT AT NBC 


Ken R. Dyke, who recently entered 
the Government service, has re- 
signed as director of NBC promotion 
and advertising. His place has been 
taken by Charles B. Brown. 

For Brown it’s a promotion from 
the post of network sales promotion 
manager. He-will report directly to 
Frank E. Mullen, v.p. and general 
manager. 

Joseph A. Ecclesine has 
Brown's previous spot. 





taken 


O’Connor Into Army 

Frank O’Connor, of J. Walter 
Thompson's production staff, goes 
into the Army Friday (18). 

His assignments of late have been 
mostly with commentators and 
sportsmasters. 


REILLY REPLACES JAY | 
SIMMS AT WLW, CINCY 


Cincinnati, Sept. 15. 

Arthur Reilly, former Washington 
newspaperman and_ newscaster, 
joined the WLW staff Monday 
(14). He succeeds Jay -Simms, who 
came from WOR, N. Y., last March, | 
when Peter Grant, veteran news- | 
caster of the Crosley 50,000 watter, | 





was called to the Army. 
Simms is returning east for an-| 
other radio berth. | 


On WLW Reilly has the 11 pm.| 
news spot across the board under | 
alternating sponsorship by Bristol | 
Myers and Penn Tobacco Co. He} 
also takes Over as moderator on the} 
Sunday afternoon ‘Views on the! 
| News’ series of 30-minute programs 
| originating on WLW and carried by 
the NBC special midwestern net- 
work for Ohio Oil. Newsmen and 
observers of world events from the 
Crosley staff do a round-table dis- 
cussion on this series. 





Tell ’Em Sister 


Hollywood, Sept. 15. 

First femme commentator to 
raise her voice along these wave 
lengths is Elizabeth Bemis, taken 
on by KNX to air twice weekly 
along the Coast network. 

She was formerly berthed at 
KLZ, Denver, and WLW, Cin- 
cinnati, and labels her analyses 
‘humanized commentaries.’ 








Paramount Using Blurbs 


On 60 Stations in 30 
Markets to Baily Pix 


Paramount Pictures has laid out 
an extensive spot campaign for the 


fall and winter to bally its product. 


|The specialty will be one minute | 


announcements. It is proposed to 
use 60-odd stations in 30 markets. 
Buchanan is the agency. 


NBC’S EDUCATIONAL 


Denver, Sept. 15. 

Gregg, park naturalist 
Mountain National Park, 
‘Nature Sketches 
every Saturday for five years over 
NBC, for the 
Navy. He hopes to become an of- 
ficer in photography. 

Gregg’s NBC series has a big fol- 
lowing among children and educa- 
tors generally, his series being 
tcuted as one of the ‘models’ for 


Raymond 
at Rocky 
who has broadcast 


will leave shortly 


educational broadcasting. He was 
originally discovered by Clarence 
Moore, program director of KOA, 
Denver, who has traveled the 85 





| miles from Denver for the outdoor 


broadcasts nearly every Saturday 
| for five years. 


| Dorothy Lewis making her third 
| transcontinental swingaround | for 
|N.A.B., starting in Octeber. 
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500,000 AS 
RICE REPORTE 


Father of John Shepard, 3d, 
Said to Have Urged Son 
to Sell Out and Retire— 
One of the Pioneer Broad- 
casters 














$600,000 IN F-M 





John Shepard, 3d, has apparently 
| withdrawn the Yankee Network 
|from the market, even though his 
ifather, John, Jr., was reported will- 
ing to dispose of the property for in- 
heritance purposes. Jonn, 3d, did his 
roundabout after two prospective 
purchasers had already looked over 
the proposition, one of these being 
William O'Neil, president of the Gen- 
eral Tire and Rubber Co. The price 
reportedly quoted at the time for 
the properties was $1,500,000. The 
Shepard family not only owns four 
standard broadcast stations, but has 
an investment of around $600,000 in 
frequency modulation. 

The elder Shepard is motivated by 
a factor other than the inheritance 
tax and the desire to anticipate it by 
liquidation. He is also anxious to 
have his son, who hasn’t been in the 
best of health, -retire. The father, 
who is in his ’80s and a millionaire 
several times over, feels that his son 
would get more enjoyment out of life 
and live longer if he withdrew from 





| the broadcasting business. 
| Edward Petry, nation sales rep for 
the Shepard stations, recently dis- 
closed that he had also been a bidder 
for the Shepard broadcast properties. 
It is understood that any deal with 
other interests would include a pro- 
viso by Shepard that Petry be con- 
tinued as the station’s rep. Shep- 
ard’s motive in this instance would 
be to protect whatever equity he 
had remaining in the properties. 
John Shepard, 3d, ranks as one 
of the pioneer broadcasters in the 
business. His standard putlets con- 
sist of WNAC, Boston; WAAB, 
Worcester; WEAN, Providence, and 
WICC, Bridgeport. He is at present 
devoting a major part of his time 
to the chairmanship of the Broad- 
casters Victory Committee 


BLUE REP RALLY 
FOR COCA-COLA 


The Blue Network put on a pep 
rally over a closed circuit yesterday 
afternoon (Tuesday) in connection 
with the Coca-Cola which 
| starts this Monday (21). Every Blue 
| affiliate was included in the call 





series 





| In addition to Blue officials, the 
istations heard from Atlanta, the 
! sponsor’s town and Washington, 
here esentat f the War 
De; ¢ Ke ( he ( np 

i € ne DI acast 

The Blue i Jape d pec 

Pp to take a party of y 
! » edite to Pa Island, U. S 
Marine base off North Carolina, for 
the debut of the Coca Cola erie 

Monday nignt (21 The ODUNCT 
leave Sunday night (20) and start 
the homeward trip immediately 
after the broadcast. 

Harry James and his bandmen, 
who have the opening assignment 


for the series, will be on the same 
train. 

Charles Bulotti, Jr. former an- 
nouncer-producer on the Coast, will 
be the director for the N. Y. origie 
nations of the Coca-Cola ‘Spotlight 
Bands’ series starting Monday 
(14) on the network. James 
Knox will direct the midwest origi- 
nations of the and James Bure 
ton will handle those on the Coast. 

Program will be written and pro- 
duced by Paul Dudley for the D’Arcy 
agency. Robert Salter, formerly 
with the Buchanan agency, will be 
| assistant, 


night 


how 
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OWI Moves to Avoid Propaganda 
Conflicts; Will Unify Info Front 


Washington, Sept. 15. 


To avoid conflicts in the radio, 
motion picture and other propa-| 
ganda activities of this Government 
with those of the United Nations, 
the Office of War Information has | 
moved toward setting up a unified | 
information front with the Inter-| 
Allied Information Committee. Un- | 
der OWI auspices, members of the 
Inter-Allied group, which coordi-| 
nates the informational activities of | 
the Allied nations at war, met with 
Elmer Davis in Washington Wednes- | 
day (9) and out of the conference | 
came promises of closer cooperation. | 

In furtherance of the discussions, 


it was understood that the policy 
and program of the _ inter-Allied 


committee would be consistent with 
those of OWI and that the latter 
would be represented in connection 
with all of the committee's activities. 

The inter-Allied committee will 
continue to coordinate, prepare and 
make available material for radio 
programs, motion pictures and other 
information media, according to the. 
plan. 


Among OWI representatives at-'| 
tending the meeting were Charles) 
Siepman, representing William B. | 
Lewis of the radio bureau, Lowell | 
Mellett of the motion pictures! 
bureau, and Wilder Foote, head of | 
the coordinated information pro-| 
grams section of the United Nations | 
news division, Fred Hoffherr, execu- | 
tive vice-president of France For- | 
ever, Inc., and chairman of the inter- | 
Allied broadcasting committee, and | 
Viadimir Ivanovic, of the Jugoslav 
Shipping Committee and chairman | 
of the inter-Allied films committee, 
were among the representatives of | 


the Unifed Nations information 
group. 

Importance of uhity on the in-|} 
formation front was stressed by 


Harold Butler, chief of British in-| 
formation here, who told the meet- | 
ing that ‘our business is to fight to! 
nail every lie as soon as it appears, | 
to warn our peoples all the time | 


against being fooled by the enemy.’ | 


Need for carrying more Govern- 


a formula that will be more valuable 


| hit at the Office of War Information 


|} tour 





et 


ment messages has forced the OWI 
to prune the request for ‘United 
Nations’ spots from 10 to six daily on 
all stations. Reduction in the amount 
of plugs for other fighting democ- 
racies was proposed by Director 
William B. Lewis of the Radio 
Bureau last week in a letter express- 
ing gratitude for ‘the splendid re- 
sponse’ of all station managers. 

While many operators have noti- 
fied OWI they are ready to carry the 
full 10-spot schedule, Lewis acknowl- 
edged that ‘others have pointed out 
that 10 daily announcements of this 
nature consume a large share of the 
time normally allotted to Govern- 
ment messages.’ 

Cutting down the ‘United Nations’ 
blurbs is the first step in framing a 
new priority system. Lewis advised 
the industry he hopes soon to issue 


than the present Radio War Guide, 
which indicates what Federal outfits 
the OWI thinks deserve considera- 
tion from program directors. In- 
stead of listing in order of import- 
ance all of the different Federal 
outfits having some connection with 
the war program, Lewis’ force will 
send only the announcements that it 
has scrutinized and feels should go 
on the air. In other words, all 
Government ballyhoo’ will be 
censored by the OWI before it is 
handed to station operators with a 
plea for gratis airings. 


Levinson With OWI, 
Pinch-Hitting for Wolff 


Hollywood, Sept. 15. 
Leonard L. Levinson will pinch- 





(radio end) while Nat Wolff is on 
with Bill Lewis, 
here Sept. 24. 

Erstwhile sereen and radio scripter 
will probably go to Washington 


winding up 





shortly thereafter. 


Vaughn De Leath Airs 


For Vicks in Buffalo 


Buffalo, Sept. 15. 
Vaughn de Leath started a local 
five - mornings -a-week series on 


| 
WBEN for Vicks Chemical! products | 


Monday (14). An NBC feature for 
nearly 20 years, but last year on 
Mutual, she’s set here for at least 
26 weeks on a program of patter 


and songs 

Billing herself as the First Lady 
of Radio, she was the original Voice 
of Firestone a dozen years ago. 


CAN. GOVT SAYS 
CBC SALARIES 
T00 HIGH 





Montreal, Sept. 15. 

The Canadian Government has re- 
ferred back to the governors of the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. their 
recommendation for salaries of 
$15,000 to Rev. Dr. Joseph Thomson, 
newly appointed general manager of 
the Corporation, and $14,000 each for 


Gladstone Murray and Augustin 
Frigon. The attitude is that, in 


these days of stress, such pay is too 
high. 

Dr. Thomson said Saturday (12) 
‘that the hitch is only in regard to 
these salaries and not to other 
aspects of the reorganization which 
is proposed in the light of recom- 
mendation of the parliamentary 
committee.’ ; 

Where any salary in the CBC ex- 
ceeds $10,000, the Cabinet must sanc- 
tion it. 





Chainbreak Buyer. 


H-V Coughdrop is buying chain- 
breaks up to five a week. Cam- 
paign starts Oct. 5. 

Horton Noyes, of Providence, is the 
agency. 





SHFFFHS+O+EEOF ; 
From the Production Centres 








IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Actress Mary Mason (Mrs. Carl Fisher) visiting actress Virginia Camp- 
‘bell at Fairfield, Conn. Her baby is due @arly in November....Lehman 
Otis, former news editor of United Broadcasting, has joined CBS news 
writing staff....James Winchester and Mike Foster, of CBS press staff, 
into the Army....Bernard F. Dudley, formerly with WNAC and WAAB. 
Boston, joined CBS announcer staff....Martha Atwell directs three shows 
for Blackett-Sample-Hummert, not all of them, as reported....Laurence 
Hammond, radio director of the War Manpower Commission, in N. Y, 
last week for network and agency confabs....Howard Barnes, CBS assist- 
ant director of Music, into Navy with Ensign’s commish. 


Cal Kuhl, J. Walter Thompson staff producer from the Coast, was in 
and around the home-office last week. Had treked to Washington with 
the film-celeb mob to do that ‘Command Performance’ disc before Con- 
gress....Ralph Berton has transferred his jockeying from a WINS turn- 
table to one at WBNX....Irene Beasley is doing a ‘trailer’ for Procter & 
Gamble following the ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ program....Eleanore Audley 
playing the ‘aunt ‘on the Hop Harrington show. 

WNEW now has a door that opens only after you have been announced 
on its studio floor. No more barging into and around the studios.... 
Betty Freer to Miami for a 10-day visit with hubby Tod Swalm, ex-radio 
ed and now in the Air Corps Officers Candidate School....Merle Pitt, 
WNEW studio orch and Lanny Ross to Camp Smith in Peekskill for a 
one-night show to entertain the State Guardsmen....Jack Wyatt, produc- 
tion supervisor at WNEW, resigned to join the Buchanan Agency as radio 
director....‘Cheers From the Camps’ continues an additional four weeks 
on CBS as a sustainer. 

Actress Elspeth Eric making war effort speeches on assignment for the 
American Theatre Wing....Harry Ackerman, Young & Rubicam produc- 
tion supervisor, writing a by-line radio column for the Nantucket weekly 
paper, It’s realizing an ambition, because, like everyone else, he ‘always 
wanted to be a newspaperman’....Radio Directors Guild tossed a fare- 
well shindig Monday night (14) for Brewster Morgan and Lindsay Mac- 
Harrie, who go to England soon. Morgan will be British radio contact 
for the OWI and MacHarrie will produce shortwave programs to the U. S. 
for the Red Cross....James Burton, director of the Coast originations of 
the ‘Spotlight Band’ series, east for confabs with D’Arcy agency execs. 
His wife, actress Linda Terry, accompanied him. 

Allan Rader, Young & Rubicam commercial writer, joined the Navy 
last week....James O'Neill, an assistant director for Y. & R. on the Coast, 
drafted last week....‘Shadow’ programs this season will be scripted by 
Jack Hasty, Max Ehrlich and Sid Slon....Albert N. Williams, director of 
‘Go Get It’ for Kreuger beer, to join the office of Coordinator of Inter- 
American Affairs soon....Lucky Strike has dropped that sock ‘America at 
Her Best’ dramatic spot at the opening of the Kay Kyser show, as it 
didn’t mesh well with the balance of the stanza....Henry Jaffe, AFRA 
attorney, to Coast for about 10 days. His wife (Jean Muir) due for 
motherhood in about four weeks....Yasha Frank is not a musical director 
as reported last week. He works on sales promotion of new package shows 
for CBS....Roy Winsor, of Blackett-Sample-Hummert, Chicago, in town 
for quick visit last week....Ed Cashman due east in about two weeks to 
take over as Lord & Thomas radio head....Addison Simmons authored 
Sunday’s (13) seasonal opener of the ‘First Nighter’ series....Gordon 
Auchincloss directed ‘March of Aviation’ type show for Lord & Thomas 
as prospective network series for Lockheed aircraft. 

Stuart Buchanan has joined the Blue network director staff, succeeding 
Lindsay MacHarrie, who leaves to take an assignment in England for the 

(Continued on vage 37) 
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WILL THEY Love Ct IN CHICAGO 
AS THEY DID IN ST. JOE? 





“ Tucson’” CRONENBOLOT 





“Arizona” KRATOSKA 





“Captain Bob’ CRAWFORO 





“Tenderfoot’ COOL 


“Joe STRANO 


click in the big burg? Likewise, can you bet money that the act commanding a super- 


Crossley in New York will repeat 


itself in any market you choose to use! A show, in other words, that has cemented its 


popularity by years of regular coast-to-coast broadcasting, by topndtch transcription ° 


Rangers—eight vocal and instrumental stars of network and screen—have recorded The 
Texas Rangers ET Library, and it’s available to cagey spot advertisers right now. -More 


than 300 selections taking in every conceivable type of familiar music, are ready to 


lure listeners for you! 


choice. You pay a moderate per- 


less than the cost of untested local talent! . 


THE TEXAS 


AN ARTHUR 


it’s like this. How do you know the show that knocked “em out in the sticks will 


There’s one safe rule to follow That's to pick a show that has already proved 


series, by films and personal appeurances. 


Can you afford such a show for a limited spot campaign? You betcha! The Texas 


You can have The Texas Rangers Library on an exclusive basis in markets of your 


Think it over. And meanwhile, if you haven’t read a copy of “Rope ‘Em In with 


The Texas Rangers” drop us a note today. Your book will reach you by return mail. 
























in Horner’s Corners? 












station fee—and get proved Hollywood talent at far 





RANGERS LIBRARY 


B. CHURCH PRODUCTION 






Address: George E. Halley, 
Hotel Pickwick, Kansas City, Mo. 
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ave you ever heard Mary Astor do a commercial 2 
If not, listen mister, listen! 
Y . . an | . é ¢ —~ ae ° 
] vw ASTOR is Mistress of Ceremonies of “Hollvy- For her program, “Hollywood Showcase”, is 
wood Showease.” Academy Award winner in just that—a showcase of Hollywood's newest and 
1941, star of Warners’ “The Maltese Faleon” and most promising professional talent. 
; S| 
“Across the Pacific” and of “Palm Beach Story” Under her skilful handling Columbia-produced 
soon to be released by Paramount, she has just “Hollywood Showcase” has ‘steadily climbed to 
been signed to a 52-week contract by MGM. 16th place in popularity among all the 73 evening 
Every Monday night this gracious and charm- programs broadcast on the four Western networks. 
ing personality steps before a Columbia Pacific But until you’ve heard Mary Astor give her own 
microphoze in Hollywood to do one of the things — commercials you just haven't heard commercial 
i she most loves—give some relatively unknown __ radio. Her rich, mellow voice—her simple. plaus- 
beginners a helping boost toward radio or motion _ ible style—combine in a selling technique that is 
picture fame and success. close to sensational. 
Here is a complete package —a selling person- 
<r ality in the right program on the right network — 
| | with a large and responsive audience already 
built — all 
or PACIFIC COAST HOOPERATING :Zune-suty 
‘ 32% ahead of the average 
seasoned for rating for all evening pro- 
° * grams broadcast on all 
L your tmme- 37.8% of listeners four networks, 
diate use. 
* 
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COLUMBIA PACIFIC NETWORK 


SYSTEM 


DIVISION OF THE c QLtU ™M 

















BIA BROADCAS TING 


1 Palace Hotel, San Francisco — Columbia Sq., Los Angeles. Represented by Radio Sales: New York, Chicago, St. Louis, Charlotte 











eae: 
yr 


i PORN RE ee 


ree ee tenn 











32 KADIO 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 16, 1912 





Inside Stuff—Radio 


When WGN, Chicago Mutual outlet, found that 
Bay Packers-Army football game Sunday (13) would mess up its Sunday 
1 deal was made for WENR, Chicago Blue Network outlet, to 
carry the Gillette-Mutual Network airing instead. This let WEMP in for 
the broadcast in the Milwaukee area, much to the chagrin of WTM4, 
which has the exclusive on the Packers’ regular schedule 

WEMP took full advantage of the opportunity Saturday to plug its 
Sunday broadcast of the game, announcing at every station break ‘WEMP 
is THE Milwaukee station from which you will hear the Packers-Army 
game tomorrow. Pique of WTMJi was evident in its explanation of the 
situation printed in The Milwaukee Journal, which said 

‘The razor blade firm (Gillette), however, has a tieup with the Mutual 
Broadcasting system and arranged to put all the Mutual 
chain, disregarding the rights of local radio stations, which had contracts 
involving professional clubs, as was the case with WTMJ and the Packers 





broadcasting the Green 


sched) __- 


games on the 


When 
a long time, despite the network practically hiding it away at 10:30 Sunday 
nights (WEAF), there must be a reason. And ‘Joe and Mabel’ offers 
plenty of reasons. In script, playing and direction this program, about a 
taxi driver and his girl, has consistently struck a good average. But that’s 
not the point. Not this time. The purpose of this paragraph is to get on 
paper, for the record, the excellence of the ‘Joe and Mabel’ episode for 
Sept. 13. As far as these ears are concerned, last Sunday's chapter can 
unquestionably rate with the best half hours radio has offered as enter- 
tainment for 1942, 

For those unfamiliar with this serial it might help to call ‘Duffy's 
Tavern’ to mind. Not that the two programs are alike, but certain char- 
acters on the two shows have their resemblances. As a matter of fact, it 
has been a matter of curiosity with this department as to just what would 
happen if ‘Joe and Mabel’ and the boy and girl from ‘Duffy’s Tavern’ were 
ever to get together in the same sketch—maybe while playing a benefit. 

Nice restraint in the Sachs Furniture program Sunday aft, with Pat C. 
Flick. Sid Gary, 3 Little Wacks (Peggy, Ann & Jean), Don Bryan orch and 
Don Douglas emcee. The variety quipping is ofttimes hit ’n’ miss but, in 
the main, commercially palatable. Nicest aspect. 
Americanism which dominates the half-hour, with a modicum of com- 
mercializing, saved judiciously for the signoff. Gary, per usual, is in fine 
vocal fettle, and what Flick’s quips lack he more than makes up with his 
solid Greek dialectic delivery. Some of it, of course, is kinda joemiller, 
especially the ‘wegetable’ routine: Q for cucumber and Z for zardines, 
zelery and zuccotash. 

The Rocky Mountain Radio Council will hold its annual meeting tomor-- 
row (17) at the University club in Denver. Delegates from 20-odd col- 


leges, 18 stations and others are expected. Election of officers will take 
place. Director Robert Hudson will preside. 
At the luncheon the guest speaker will be Robert J. Landry, radio | 


editor of ‘Variety.’ 
Co-Op club in the Brown Palace hotel in Denve1 


Harriet Van Horne, ex-society editor of Greenwich, Conn 


who succeeded Alton Cook on the radio desk, pined for his stint as music | 


critic and returned as of Monday (14), with the new radio editor getting 


- ian active 


one of those sustaining serials, like ‘Joe and Mabel,’ hang on for | 


however, is the solid | 


Landry, on vacation, was a speaker last week at the | 


, Time, is new | 
‘ J | 
radio editor for the World-Telegram, Scripps-Howard daily. Robert Bagar, 


DANISH CHURCHMAN AS 
ACTOR IN SOAP OPERA 


Dr. A. Th. Dorf, of the 
Danish Seamen's Mission and Our 
Savior’s Church (Danish Lutheran), 
in Brooklyn, has made his acting 
‘debut as a regular member of the 
cast of ‘Against the Storm,’ Procter 
& Gamble serial on NBC. He plays 
the part of Pastor Emeritus Erik 
Hansen in the current sequence 





pastol 


dealing with the underground move- 


ment in Denmark. 


One of the most distinguished na- 


\tive Danes in the U. S., Dr. Dorf 1s 


lecturer, was formerly 
chief bibliographer of Chicago Uni- 
}versity and several years ago was 
igiven the title of Knight of Danne- 
borg, by King Christian, 10th, in re- 
|cognition of his services 
homeland. He records a series of 
talks in Danish, which are_ short- 
waved every Sunday to Denmark. 
‘Storm’ is co-authored by Sandra 
land Gerda Michael, who are of Dan- 
lish parentage and have known Dr, 
|Dorf since they were children. The 
character of Hansen, which he plays, 
is based partly on Dr. Dorf himselt 
and partly on an_ uncle of the 
| Michaels. 





| 





‘Sherdeman Leaves Y&R 
For Maj. Lewis Setup 


Hollywood, Sept. .5. 
Ted Sherdeman, writer-producer at 
Young & Rubicam agency, has joined 
! 


boss, Maj. Tom Lewis, 





iy former 


| with Army Special Services, and 
;draws a rating of lieutenant. He 


will be associated here with another 
lY&R writer, Capt. True Boardman, 
|and Capt. Mann Holiner, who re- 
cently pulled out as Benton & 
Bowles headman on the Coast and 
producer of Maxwell House java 
show 

Hollywood wing of Special Serv- 
ices has outgrown its quarters in 
an office building and moved to 
mcre commodious accommodations 


for his | 


Ralston Quits Compton 
To Assist P&G’s Ramsey 


Cincinnati, Sept. 15. 

Gilbert Ralston, formerly a pro- 
duction supervisor with the Comp- 
ton agency, New York, has joined 
the radio department of Procter & 
Gamble as an assistant to William 
M Ramsey, radio director. He will 
supervise the program part of the 
department, with James West, Ram- 
other assistant, in charge of 


| 





| sey’s 
| copy 
Addition of Ralston to the P.&G. 
| staff and the realignment of work 
iin the department will free Ramsey 
of some of the detail, permitting 
him to devote himself more to 
creative matters and policy. Ram- 
pom leaves tomorrow (Wednesday) 
for a New England vacation. 





‘Schaefer Revue’ Shifts 
Fri. Stanza to Tuesday 


‘Schaefer Revue,’ recently ex- 
tended to a three-a-week schedule 
locally on WEAF, New York, for 
Schaefer beer, shifted this week its 
| Friday stanza to Tuesday night. It’s 
now heard regularly Monday, Tues- 
day and Wednesday nights. B. B. 
D. & O. is the agency. 

During Dave White’s stay on the 
Coast with the Phil Spitalny show, 
his assistant, Dick Wendelken, is di- 
recting the Schaefer series. Guests 
on tonight’s (Wednesday) broadcast 
are the Delta Rhythm Boys. Booked 
for next week are Marie Green, 
Monday (21); Felix Knight, Tuesday 
(22), and Ramona, Wednesday (23). 


Hedlund Back on Air 


Hartford, Sept. 15. 


Guy Hedlund, longtime producer- 
director of WTIC Playhouse, dropped 
by station early last year, is back 
on the air at neighboring WNBC 
with weekly drama series sponsored 
by Michaels, jewelers. 




















A ‘DEAD’ HERO, 
AND NOT EVEN 
IN ARMY 


Director of a top network com- 
mercial is up for a commission in 
the Army and after a couple of 
months of waiting was notified that 
the War Department had lost his an- 
plication papers. He was instructed 
to make out another set. 

He made an intensive effort to 
trace the missing blanks and finally 
was told they’d been sent to Arling- 
ton. Inquiry there revealed that the 
application papers had , somehow 
been included with a file of casual- 
ties. The director's grave, it de- 
veloped, had already been dug in 
the Arlington National Cemetery. 

He’s since gotten the papers back 
into the proper channels, but figures 
he’s already a hero, whether or not 
he is ever a casualty, or 
action. 


even sees 


Time Mag as Sponsor 
Of WQXR News Spot 


Time mag, whiich recently bought 
an interest in WQXR, New York, 
has ‘bought commercial sponsorship’ 
of the 9-9:15 p.m. news spot on the 
station Mondays - through - Fridays. 
Finis Farr, of the mag staff, already 
writes the show. Plugs on the se- 
ries will consist of commercial 
credits for the news. 

The Henry R. Luce publication 
didn’t quite go to the extent of 
working through an agency on the 
deal, but set it direct. Young & 
Rubicam is the agency on the ac- 
count’s network ‘March of 
Time’ on NBC. 


series, 


Amarillo, Texas.—Marie Chauncey 
joined continuity staff of KGNC. She 














|at the old Fox picture lot at Sun- Hedlund will use most of emoters|comes from KWFT, Wichita Falls, 
her first by-line yesterday (Tuesday). | set and Western, who were with him in WTIC troupe. | Texas. 
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Each weekday morn, at the 
itching hour of 7:00 a.m., 
zanies by the name of Carl 
and Ray Girardin start pun- 


a WEEI microphone. Their 


artless antics have won for their 
*Top O’ the Morning” program 
Boston’s biggest early morning 
audience (triple that of any other 
Boston radio station, 7:00—7:13 
a.m. six days a week"), 

In fact, the latest Gill survey — 
covering cities, towns and counties 


from Cape Cod to Maine — showed 


SPOASON 


them with 42.8% of the listening 


audience...equivalent to a pro- 


gram rating of 4.3. Which, as any 


experienced radio advertiser will 


tell you, is a very nice buy at early 


morning rates, 


Ask us or Radio Sales for all the 


details—and a transcription of New 


England’s favorite nit-wits doing a 


typical “Top O’ the Morning”’. 





*Interesting point: three months after it 


first went on the air,“Top O’ the Morning” 


had twice the audience of any other 


Boston station at this time of day. 


WE E | Columbia’s Friendly Voice in Boston 


Owned and operated by Columbia Broadcasting System. Represented by Radio % 
Sales: New York, Chicago, Los Angeles, St. Louis, San Francisco, Charlotte j 
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I've Been Workin’ On The Railroad 


WY 


att) aS en 





Leh saa ee a See, 
. he tr eh gor we +. =~ 
is ee . 


As long as man has worked he has chanted | 
or sung to the rhythm of his effort. Unconscious- 4 
ly, he has put into practice a principle now well MN | 
understood by the psychologist—that the emo- 
tional effect of music permits muscles to work 
faster and longer. 








So important has this fact become in our war 
effort that the Industrial Communication Division 
of the Radio Corporation of America has actually 
set up a department for prescribing and placing 
music in our factories. Already definite produc- 
tion increases can be credited to music. 





A song written by George M. Cohan became 
the very spirit of the first World War. This war 
is not just “Over There”—it’s over there, and 
over there, and over there. This war must be 
fought in factories and homes as well as on 
battlefields. 








The sixteen-hundred members of the Ameri- i) 
can Society of Composers, Authors and Publish- if 
ers have dedicated their time, talent and resources 
to the end that music shall play its utmost in 
the completion of the task on all fronts—musie | 
written by Americans and interpreted by Americans. | 


An, | 


American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers | 
30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York City 
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H'wood Luminaries Are Dim on Forum * s"oi-"stiaatwct 


Viz: ‘How Can Movies Best Aid War 





By ABEL GREEN 
‘How Can the Movies Best Aid the 
War?’ on Theodore Granik’s Radio 
Forum over WOR-Mutual Sunday 
night (13), 8-8:45, missed the boat. 
Studded with name-power and 
fraught with the excitement of a 


vital question that is not only stir- | 


ring our own industry, but is of gen- 
eral interest, it was inhibited and— 
worse—unshowmanly. 

With Rosalind Russell, Sidney 
Buchman, Erskine Caldwell, Arthur 
Hornblow, Jr.. Walt Disney, George 
Stevens and ‘Variety’s’ Arthur Ungar 
the participants, not only were the 
offbeats surprising, but almost un- 
pardonable. 

As an offset, it perhaps should be 
preluded, for the record, that the 
premise had to be established, in 
academic fashion, according to the 
traditional format of this radio pro- 
gram. But thereafter it floundered 
not a little, with verbose, overly aca- 
demic discourses by each of the par- 





ticipants (save Ungar who set forth | 
the | 


Then it fell to 
editor to open 
while he sought 


the premise). 
‘Daily Variety’ 


discussion, and 


the 
to 
keep it on the beam, with factual 
illustrations via ‘This Above All,’ 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ and ‘Eagle Squadron,’ 
the discussion wandered afield, un- 
til finally it took a completely new 
tangent with the question anent the 
Gables and Stewarts who enlist in 
our Army. 

Wisely, 
decided 
Uncle Sam 
Miss Russell 


Buchman and Hornblow 
that that is something 
to rule upon, although 


Was more 


male outstanders (probably meaning 
Gable, Power, Mature, Montgomery, 
Stewart, et al.) couldn’t do more for 
our cause by whooping up bond 
sales, morale, making pictures, do- 
nating their salaries to USO and the 
like. 

The question of ‘hate 
reached no conclusion, although Miss 
Russell scored with ‘Confessions of a 
Nazi Spy’ and ‘Mortal Storm’ as 


evidences of curious public criticism | 


even when Hollywood 
strictly to the factual record. (This, 
of course, harks back to the pre- 
Pearl Harbor, Clark-Wheeler-Nye 
days, and couldn’t obtain today). 
Buchman, erstwhile president of 


adheres 


for | 


realistic in | 
wanting to know whether some 20 | 


pictures’ | 


signed when succeeding to an execu- 
tive production berth at Columbia 
(with Major Sam Briskin into active 
service), was one of the more effec- 
itive and articulate participants. He 
delicately juggled the issue of film 
entertainment (‘movie fans don't 
| want to be constantly lectured to’) 
versus the issue of propaganda pic- 
tures. 

Ungar contributed sound pro-in- 
dustry statistics by citing the no- 
shirking attitude of the Hollywood 
enrollment and its unusually high 
111% activity in military service as 
of now. Hornblow was in Miss Rus- 
|sell’s corner by recalling a ‘Variety’ 
(weekly) exclusive that President 
Roosevelt had told Gable to stay 
where he was; that he could do an 
even better job for the cause by not 
‘enlisting. Granik undoubtedly voiced 
the vast American vox pop stance 
when he brought in the ‘sacrifice’ 
langle, regardless of name, fame or 


| Sie Screen Writers Guild, who re- 


| distinction of the individual, as a 
symbol of our country. 
Like many another forum, as the 


| participants got hot so did the pro- 
| gram; but usually—as happened here 
—that’s just about when time's up. 
The question of ‘movies for mo- 
|rale’ and what kind of pictures are 
needed in the war effort was well 
put, but, for mass consumption—es- 
| pecially with Charlie McCarthy as 
|ecompetition—it lacked showman- 
|ship. And the more’s the pity be- 
cause it’s an important issue that 
| touches all 


Re-Ink Kathryn Cravens 


| 

| WNEW, N. Y., inked Kathryn 
| Cravens, news commentator, to a 
| fresh deal after dropping her, about 
three weeks back, for lack of spon- 
sor-interest. 

Miss Cravens resumed Monday 
(14) in the 4:45-5 p.m 
|each Monday through Friday with 
her ‘News Through a Woman’s Eye’ 





program, sponsored by Francis Rog- | 


|ers & Sons, Inc., a Bronx department 
| store new to radio. 

| She is now being handled by the 
William Morris Office. 





> 





slot on WNEW | 


|. "UTH OR CONSEQUENCES’ 
Allen, 


30 Mins. 

PROCTER & GAMBLE 

| Saturday, 8:30 p.m. 

| WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Compton) 

After a summer layoff, during 
wiich he made a picture at RKO 
and played a strawhat theatre en- 
gagement, Ralph Edwards brought 
back his “Truth or Consequences 
program last week to th> same 8:30-9 
gpot Saturday nights on WEAF-NBC 
for Procter & Gamble’s Ivory soap. 
The show is still a field day for 
exhibitionists, a glorified parlor 
game for people who enjoy making 

ectacles of themselves in public. 

it frankly has no appeal to the in- 
tellect, aiming at the same instinct 
thi‘ makes people laugh when some- 
one slips on a banana peel. But due 
to Edwards’ infectious self-possession 
and his ability to make everything 
seem good sport, plus the remark- 
able ingeniousness of his crew of 
ti inker-uppers, ‘Truth or Conse- 
quences’ remains an_ entertaining, 
solidly successful program. 

The format is unchanged, Contest- 
ants are chosen in advance from the 
studio audience. On the air each is 
given a question, usually almost im- 
possible to answer. 
they have to take the ‘consequence,’ 
invariably some _ ludicrous stunt. 
Commentary on the kind of people 
w'o attend the show is that they're 
usually disappointed if they correctly 
question and thus don’t 
have to do the required stunt. 

On Saturday night’s (12) seasonal 
0} ner, one woman was sent to the 
Astor hotel, N. Y., to interrupt a 
wedding to ‘show cause why these 
two people should not be joined to- 
gether.’ Catch, unknown to the inter- 
rupter, was that he marriage was a 


ansvrer th 
QOswer whi 


fake, the ‘bride and groom’ being 
store-window dummies. Stunt 
worked perfectly, the femme con- 


testant being amazingly cool about 
carrying out the assignment. An- 
other contestant sw'tched assign- 
ments with Edwards, each imper- 
sonating the other to fool studio 
visitors. Still another stunt required 
several blindfolded soldiers to try 
putting on girdles over their uni- 
forms, while singing ‘Coming 
Through the Rye.’ Latter two 
pranks had the studio audience in 
hysterics. All contestants got $5 and 
| five cakes of Ivory, while the ‘best’ 
alco got a special prize of a $25 War 
Bond. 

As always, Edwards handled 





the 


When they ntiss | 





| cation. 


‘WOMEN AT WAR’ 

Commentary 

10 Mins. 

PROTESTANT MAGAZINE 

Wed-Fri-Sun, 11:05 a.m, 

WMCA, New York 
(Blackstone) 

The Protestant Magazine has been 
fighting fascism since the days of the 
Franco Rebellion in Spain, when it 
was called the Protestant Digest and 
was accused of being a ‘Red’ publi- 
Now, with the daily head- 
lines verifying its editorial policy, 
the mag, a monthly, has raised funds 
to finance a 13-week series on WMCA 
aimed at selling American women on 
their responsibility in this war. 

The program is penned and head- 


|ed by Mary Conway, a British writer 
| and lecturer, aided by Lorraine Hall, 
| who ran a woman's show on WBBM, 


as the straight-woman. The idea is 
to discuss what women in the other 
United Nations are doing, tackling 
one country each time. It is an in- 
telligent approach to a particular 
audience segment. 

It is attention-getting, too, since 
each broadcast opens with a shock- 
ing fact about women that should 
set the listening housefrau back on 
her rengo. Thus the premiere airing 
hit hard with ‘270,000 Polish women 
were taken from their homes and 
are working as siaves in Germany.’ 
But there the horror ended and the 
appeal to reason took over. Whether 
the listeners will translate the data 
that women in England man every- 
thing from soup kitchens to anti- 
aircraft guns into a yen to serve as 
air-raid warden, etc., is moot. 

Future programs aim to bring na- 
tives of our allies before the micro- 
phone in guest stints. One of these 


| will probably be the Russian woman 
| guerrilla fighter now touring U.S.A. 


To the magazine and its editor, 
Kenneth Leslie, radio is not new, al- 


| though this is the first time they’re 


sponsoring a program with hard 
cash. They've done numerous pro- 
grams on local stations aimed at 
curbing race hatred, and last year 


| NBC selected Editor Leslie to refute 


| brief 


|s\.ow with uneanny skill and per- | 


suasion, Mel Allen was me. 
}paired with Milton Cross for 
mid-commercial, Laura Deane 
ton singing the closing one. 


and 

the 

Dut- 
Hobe. 
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THANKS... 


TO 


P&G 


(Procter and Gamble} 
Makers of 'DRENE' 
H. W. KASTOR AND SONS 


THE 


National Broadcasting Co. 


And All My Friends 


For Their Help in Launching 
The Radio Version 
(Second Series) 


of 


'ABIE'S IRISH ROSE’ 


Sincerely 


we 0 Lk. 








‘JOHNNY PRESENTS’ 

With Ginny Simms, 

| Orch, Chorus 

| 30 Mins, 

| PHILIP MORRIS 

| Tuesday, 8 p.m, 

| WEAF-NBC, New York 

(Biow) 

With Ginny Simms and David 

Rose’s music as the talent on the re- 

vised setup of the Philip Morris 

‘Johnny Presents’ show, the first of 

the Biow agency’s four network pro- 


David Rose 


|§rams starts origination from the 
| Coast. The other two Philip Morris 
|; stanzas, ‘Crime Doctor’ and the 


to follow before long, too. The idea 
obviously, is to tap the greater sup- 
ply of name talent in Hollywood. 
The serie 
involves more than a change of tal- 
ent. It’s now definitely an ‘idea’ 
show, involving the appearance of 


new ‘Johnny Pracante’ 


permitted to make a 
phone call anywhere he chooses— 
with charges on the sponsor. Nat- 
urally the cails are arranged in ad- 
vance, which, with the fact that only 
the studio end of the conversations 
are broadcast, insures that nothing 
objectionable goes over the air. It 
also prevents attempts at loony calls, 
such as to Hitler, Hirohito, etc. 

On the other hand, 
framing of the calls, plus the profes- 
sional skill evident in the writing of 
the phone dialog, robs this phase of 
the program of authenticity or spon- 
taneity It’s all too clearly staged 
and rehearsed to be strictly on the 


| level. And whether or not the sol- 
dier ‘guests’ on the first broadcast 
were ex-actors, at least two of the 


three of them demonstrated remark- 
| able knack of timing and emphasis 

Despite those manifest flaws, the 
new ‘Johnny Presents’ is a bright 
and entertaining program. Ginny 
Simms has ingratiating animation. 
confidence and warmth as ma.. 
while her vocals between the soldier 
guest spots are, of course, definitely 


| Myron Dutton’s direction meshes the 
various parts nicely, : 
Frank Bingman, reading the two 
commercial plugs, stresses the fa- 
miliar Philip Morris claims of doc- 
tors’ recommending the cigaret as 
less irritating to the throat and the 





ris is an‘American cigaret, made by 
Americans for Americans.’ Hobe. 





Weslaco, Texas.— Latest addition 
to station KGNC is Jimmy Stan- 
berry, sales staff. Stanberry comes 
from five years as merchandising 











manager of KGNC, Amarillo. 


ee en ee 


sponsor’s assertion that Philip Mor- | 


| ‘Playhouse,’ and the Eversharp ‘Take | 
It or Leave It’ quiz, are scheduled | 


| soldier ‘guest stars,’ each of whom is | 
long-distance | 


+h, a 
wie ODOVIOUS | 


clickish. David Rose’s orchestral ar- | 
rangements are colorful and smooth, | 





the rabble-rousing program staged 
on NBC by Archbishop Francis J. 


Beckman of Dubuque, Iowa. 

The publication incidentally does 
not officially represent the Protest- 
ant church, but it does represent 
many prominent churchmen of that 
faith. Commercials are limited to a 
testimonial from one of 
OWI execs and mention of a special 


the | 





‘HELLO, NEW YORK’ 
30 Mins. (Recorded) 
WNYC, New York 


Because of its non-commercial 
budget limitations, WNYC, New 


York City’s municipal station, is un- 
able to pay for line charges for far- 
away pickups, so this new series of 
30-minute programs by soldiers from 
the metropolitan N. Y. area to those 
back home is recorded at the train- 
ing camps. Initial stanza, Sept. 7, 
was from Ft. Jackson, S. C. It was 
in general, a rather innocuous effort. 

There have been numerous series 
on various networks and from count- 
less training camps since the draft 
became effective a couple of years 
ago. Many of these shows have been 
ingeniously and skillfully produced, 
in some cases with substantial budg- 
ets. As a result, there’s not much 
scope for a new show merely offer- 
ing soldier talent or explaining the 


training methods of the boys in 
camp. The principal interest and 
appeal of broadcasts from camps 


would appear to be in the personal 
angle, in bringing out the identities 
and characters of the soldier-broad- 


casters and tying it in with their 
families and associates at home. 
Initial of the ‘Hello, New York’ 
programs failed to do that, so re- 
mained comparatively remote and 
impersonal. There was too much 
explanation of what the men are 


learning at camp, plus too much ef- 
fort at straight entertainment. The 
Ft. Jackson camp band played sev- 
eral selections, several soldiers and 
a girl sang numbers, the camp glee 
club sang a tribute to the cavalry, 
one trainee read his original poetic 
epitaph for the horse in warfare, 
and Tony Carlton, formerly bass 
fiddler with Glenn Miller and Al- 
vino Rey, played a tune with the 
camp jive group. 

Considering the inevitable tech- 
nical flaws of a recording produced 
with Army camp facilities, the fore- 
going was reasonably well done, but 
there was too little interviewing and 
personal spiel to bring out the in- 
dividualities of the men. Attempts 
in that line, such as the interview 
with the Swiss ex-barber and ex- 
reporter Tom Cunningham's spiel, 


were only partly realized 
Idea of ‘Hello, New York’ is a 
promising one, but it needs beiter 
development. Hobe. 
Sam Cuff, commentator and war 


analyst most 
a Sunday 


recently on WJZ, starts 


afternoon show 





: i over 
$1 subscription offer. Voices, ma- : 
} J “ey »)/ hha ‘ 
terial and delivery were splendid. WNEW on Sept. 20, tabbed ‘The 
Fran. Armchair Strategist. 
aa RRRRERRNERE TT 





PRESTIGE 


the Reward of 6, eq of Progress 





On September 15th, 1942, WSYR enters its 
twenty-first year. Through two full, eventtul 
decades this station has come to mean certaia 
things to the people of Central New York. 


Noah Webster has a meaningful word for what we feel we've 


earned over these twenty years. He defines it as ‘a commanding 


position in men’s minds.” The word is Prestige. There is no 


substitute for this in any community. It’s the final seal of approval. 


To our neighbors, here in this big, thriving, busy community, 


WSYR has real meaning, tested by time. 


WSYR stands for True Service to the neighborhood...service 


that is felt gratefully by hundreds of organizations and hundreds 


of thousands of people in our community. 


WSYR stands for Integrity .. . it enjoys the trust and conf. 


dence inspired by twenty years of sincere patriotism in the very 


best traditions of radio ... by twenty years of fair, accurate news 


reporting ... by unfailing high standards of entertainment—the 


best that money can buy, brains can create and talent can devise. 


Finally WSYR stands for Friendliness ...a quality that this 


neighborhood feels and understands—and generously returns, 


We, here at WSYR, are deeply grateful to the 
people of Central New York whose loyal sup- 
port of this station has given it such prestige. 


We are grateful, too, that we have the responsi- 


bility of maintaining this reputation for the next 


twenty years. 


WSYR 


Syracuse, N.Y. 
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‘RADIO READER'S DIGEST’ 
With Conrad Nagle, Lyn Murray 
Drama, Talk, Music 
30 Mins. 
CAMPBELL SOUP 

vy, 9 p.m. 
Ww ABC_CBS, New York 

(Ward Wheelock) 

The Jersey canner’s selection of 
this package was apparently predi- 
cated on the theory that the pro- 
gram’s listener potential would start 
off with a guarantee of the 5,500,000 
or more subscribers and stand-buyers 
of the Reader’s Digest. Granting the 
actuality of such loyalty, the initial 
installment (13) of Campbell's latest 
series failed to give evidence of 
what it takes to build and hold sub- 
stantial radio audiences, particularly 
against such opposition as Walter 
Winchell. Technically the presenta- 
tion could not have been more 
streamlined. As entertainment it 
raised a big question mark. Subse- 
quent innings may prove the outlook 
more promising, since the program’s 
policy calls for the inclusion of 
names. Charles Laughton has been 
set for the second show (20). The 
series, in any event, can stand much 
bolstering. 

The program seems to go in for a 
conglomeration of moods, as would 
be natural with any type of radio 
fare that gears itself to a magazine 
format. The idea may have its com- 
pensations, but the liabilities are 
likely to prove the overbalancing 
factor. A diffusion of moods can lead 
to confusion with the average listener. 
Orientation is made anything but 
facile. The emotions fail to fasten or 
focus themselves on any particular 
segment of the bill. The reaction 
might be compared to that of a diner 
who has sampled many _ diverse 
dishes, but who gets up from the 
table minus that feeling of repletion 
or enjoyment from a. particular 
course. 

With Conrad Nagle functioning as 


a suave and able m.c., the opening 
installment was toddled out in four 
chapters. The initial item was a 
kindly dramatization of Quentin 
Revnold’s version of the hoary but 
still ingratiating folk song, ‘Casey 
Jones.’ Next came an informative 
article: Warnings against promotional 
gyps that have been generated by the 
fear psychosis associated with modern 
war. Interesting but not exactly 
provocative. Theme No. 3 was a 
whimsical bit that had something to 
do with a little girl known as ‘Miss 
Boo.’ For the concluding ‘item the 
progiam chose the stcry- 0}. >eaaow 
gang of prisoners at Dannemora 
prison, in upper New York state, 
came to build ‘The Church of the 
Penitent Thief.’ It struck an imp- 
ishly religious note and undoubtedly 
made an emphatic impression on a 
goodly portion of the listeners. Bill 
Spier, the producer, did himself 
technically proud in this particular 
spot. Lyn Murray’s musical back- 
ground did much to enhance the 
effectiveness of this curious narrative. 


The sales copy, which is limited to 
the opening and the middle of the 
program, touted the ‘something new 
has been added’ refrain, with the 
stress laid on the company’s brand of 
tomato soup. Odec. 


‘ABIE’S IRISH ROSE’ 

With Dick Coogan, Mercedes Mc- 
Cambridge, Anna Appel, Meiwadiia 
Skulnik, Alan Reed, Walter Kin- 
sella, Frank Ventry orch 

30 Mins. 


PROCTER & GAMBLE 

Saturday, 8 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Kastor) 


If nobody was able to explain the 
Success of ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ during 
its apparently endles. run as a play 
there’s no reason for attempting it 
now. Just as it was on the stage, as 
a picture and, starting last spring, 
as a radio series, the Anne Nichols 
yarn is still incredible corn, played 
with the most unabashed exaggera- 
ton. But, like the question of the 
Story s artistic merit, it’s obviously 
of no consequence compared to the 
repeatedly demonstrated mass pop- 
ularity of ‘Abie.’ 

On the basis of last Saturday 
night’s (12) season debut, the show 
is Just as corny and certain to be 
just as successful as ever. The yarn 
has now gotten to the point where 
Rose is about to have a baby, which 
Abie doesn’t know about and she 
thinks he doesn’t want. As always, 
the writing and playing have all the 
stops out, with the two leads playing 
Straight and the others pounding 


‘character.’ For those who like it, 
the show undoubtedly seems a 
warm, human drama, steeped in 


kindness and racial tolerance. 


Carlton Alsop is now director, suc- 
ceeding Axel Gruenberg, resigned. 
Mercedes McCambridge and Dick 
Coogan have replaced Betty Winkler 
and Sydney Smith in the respective 
parts of Rose and Abie. Other 
leads, including Anna Appel, Men- 
asha Skulnik, Alan Reed and Walter 
Kinsella, remain. Frank Ventry 
arranges and conducts. 

Two commercials for Drene told 
about the ‘new hair conditioner’ re- 
cently added to the shampoo, and 


about the medication value of the | 
unusually | 


product. Copy 
short for P, & G. 


seemed 
Hobe. 





‘BREAKFAST AT SARDI'S’ 
With Tom Brenneman 
30 Mins, 
Sustaining 
Mon.-Fri., 11 a.m. 
WJZ-Biue, New York 

Any audience-participation and 
interview program depends chiefly 
on the skill and personality of the 
m.c. On that basis, ‘Breakfast at 
Sardi’s’ is a diverting show because 
of the ingratiating brand of kidding 
with which Tom Brenneman han- 
dles his femme audience at Sardi’s 
restaurant, Hollywood. He some- 
how succeeds in projecting the 
women participants’ fun to his air 
audience. Not only due to that, but 
because of the show’s obvious ap- 
peal to femme listeners and the op- 
portunity for frequent product men- 
tions via its giveaway angles, 
‘Breakfast at Sardi’s’ is an excellent 
prospect for national sponsorship. 
Incidentally, like most audience- 
participators, it undoubtedly has a 
modest budget. 


Brenneman gathers his audience 
at the restaurant, seemingly draw- 
ing many out-of-towners who have 
listened to the program at home. 
After breakfast, he goes on the air 
and, amid an informal atmosphere, 
he brings various femmes to the 
microphone for interviews. There’s 
little attempt at serious questions 
and answers, and ’the only set pat- 


| 
tern for the show is a series of gifts 


tush ntie'eaa®’” “3 Radio Programs on 2 Networks 
Blast Anti-New Deal Newspapers 


| One woman from Lima, O., said 
|she’d been ‘visiting’ Santa Barbara 
| for 22 years, and a San Francisco 
| girl wanted to say hello to friends, 

Elizabeth Inglise and a Mr. and Mrs. 
| Chapman, listening in New York. 
| She failed to identify them, though 
|there’s a Broadway legit actress 
jnamed Elizabeth Inglise. Woman 
from Denver, 76, received an orchid 
for being the oldest one present. In 
|} another regular part of the program, 
|an orchid was sent to a woman who 
| had been nominated by letter as a 
‘Good Neighbor.’ One femme ‘wish- 
ing ring’ winner wished that her 
baby due at Xmas would be a girl 
and that she wouldn’t lose her hus- 
band, now in the Army. 

Sardi’s, Hollywood establishment 
where the program originates, is not 
connected in any way with the orig- 
inal Sardi’s restaurant in the Times 
Square district, N. Y. Its manage- 
ment took the Sardi name on the 
strength of its reputation among 
show people. Hobe. 





Kansas City—Jim Bannon, form- 
erly at KFI, Los Angeles, is latest 
addition to KMBC announcing staff. 

Herb Kearns, in from KTTS, 
Springfield, Mo., now announcing at 
KXKX., 











By MORI KRUSHEN 


At least three attacks against the 
anti-New Deal press were launched 
over two of the major radio net- 
works (Blue and Columbia Broad- 
casting System) Sunday (13). 

‘Wake Up America’ (3:15-4 p.m.) 
Sunday program over WJZ Blue 
network, which started out as a 
quiz-analysis on censorship, wound 
up in a heated debate between Dr. 
L. M. Birkhead, national director of 
Friends of Democracy, and Frank 
Gannett, newspaper publisher, with 
the latter becoming incensed at Dr. 
Birkhead’s repeated assertions that 
the ‘obstructionist press’ was pur- 
posely coloring the news, ‘preaching 
defeatism, hatred of our Govern- 
ment and our leaders, and distrust 
of our allies.’ 

Gannett denied that newspapers 
were exercising any privileges be- 
yond the normal prerogatives gen- 
erally understood by _ editorial 
writers and said that the newspapers 
referred to were the most ardent 





supporters of the war effort even 
while criticising New Deal philos- 
ophies. He also said he resented the 
implication that news was being 
slanted purposely, and pointed to 
A.P. and U.P. dispatches as strictly 
objective reporting. 

Dr. Birkhead then narrowed down 
his attack to ‘three widely-reaa’ 
newspapers and countered Gannett’s 
claim that they were supporting the 
war effort with the contention that 
‘spreading defeatism, creating dis- 
trust in our Government, exploiting 
division among our allies’ were a 
disservice to the cause and would 
not encourage the public to support 
the war effort. 

Another attack on anti-Roosevelt 
publishers was made by Walter Win- 
chell (9 pm. WJZ-Blue), who re- 
minded his audiences that Benedict 
Arnold always protested his love for 
his country as distinct from his ha- 
tred of George Washington. 

Third reference to the press came 

(Continued on page 37) 





= 





1 Ne. 1 OF A SERIES—WHAT THE MEN WHO MOVE YOUR 
MERCHANDISE THINK ABOUT WARTIME ADVERTISING. 














says E. H. STRUBBE, Secretary, 
Treasurer, and General Manager, 
WHITE VILLA* GROCERS, Inc. 





"Donne ordinary times, a consumer may be 
willing to experiment with a cheaper or un- 
known brand. But when future availability of 
merchandise is doubtful, consumers take no 
chances and insist on products which are familiar 
and whose quality is known through experience 


to be dependable. 


“Our experience in over 1,100 stores proves 

* that right now when a consumer stocks up, she 

is buying the brands she knows. She is buying 
merchandise of known high quality. 


“Yes, 


in times like these, quality products 


move first. The poorer quality and less known 


brands move last. 





Consumers now have more 





spending power, and the manufacturer who con- 
tinues to advertise is sure to hold the market, 
even in the face of shortages. 


“Speaking of shortages, 


we've had our share 


of headaches in keeping stocks up. Continued 
advertising by a number of manufacturers has 
helped our dealers keep customer good will 
despite our inability to supply some items of 


consumer goods. 


“If for no other reason, 


this invaluable help 


should be continued for the sake of retail dealers 
who will have increasingly tough problems to 
solve as war cuts deeper and deeper into sup- 
plies of vital consumer goods.” 


*Eleven hundred White Villa stores serve Ohio, Ingiana, Kentucky and West Virginia, 
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Radio Splurge for Legion Confab; 
Knox, Nelson and McNutt to Speak 





Kansas City, Sept. 15. Undersecretary of War; Lieut. Gen, 

Various local radio stations will|H. H. Arnold, Chief of the Army Air 
originate pickups to all the major | Force; Lieut. Gen. Brehon Somer- 
networks during the three-day na-|vell, Chief of the Army Service of 
tional convention of the American | Supply; Donald M. Nelson, Chief of 


Legion, convening here Saturday 
(19), although a definite schedule 
has not yet been completed by Ed- 
ward McGrail, national publicity di- 
rector of the organization, 

At least three pickups will be 
made by each of the local outlets 
to the major webs—WDAF to NBC, 
KCMO to Blue, KMBC to Columbia, 
and WHB to Mutual, according to 
the tentative schedule. 


The network outlets and other in- 
dependent stations also will air other 
pickups at various times from the 
Municipal Auditorium, which will 
house all official convention sessions. 

Nationally-known figures who are 
acheduled to address the Legion- 
naires include Frank Knox, Secre- 
tary of the Navy; Robert Patterson, 





the War Production Board; Paul V. 
McNutt, Director of the Man Power 
Commission, and William Green, 
president of the American Federation 
of Labor. Most of the network 
pickups will be addresses by these 
and other speakers, 

One broadcast will feature a cere- 
mony in connection with presenta- 
tion of the American Legion Auxil- 
iary award to the radio network 
which is judged to have made the 
greatest contribution to the Amer- 
ican war effort, 





Seattle.—Bill Gavin, 
six years a producer at KOMO- 
KJR, has gone to San Francisco to 
make a connection. 


for the past 





POLITICAL NETWORK 





Milw. Station Manager Rigs Up $3 
Stations for Local Campaign 





Milwaukee, Sept. 15. 

C. J. Lanphier, manager of WEMP, 
has a new baby—a network of three 
stations rigged up for the duration of 
the current fall political campaign, 
He calls the hookup The Big Three— 
WEMP, Milwaukee; WIBA, Madison, 
and WOSH, Oshkosh, which have two 
programs a week: William T. Evjue, 
Madison editor, from 12:45 to 1 p.m, 
every Sunday, and Phil Grau, a Mil- 
waukee industrialist politico, from 
5:45 to 6 p. m., Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday. 

Guised as commentators, the two 
orators are lending color and heat to 
a bitter state campaign. 





‘Mediation Hour’ Back 
To WHN, N. Y., Friday 


A. LL. Alexander’s ‘Mediation 
Hour,’ now looking for a sponsor 
through Henry Souvaine, returns to 
WHN, New York, Friday night (18), 
9-10. 

It's Alexander’s third year on the 
station, thus far strictly sustaining. 





London Blitz Anni Show 
With Reynolds, Van Loon 


Be An England,’ 
special broadcast commemorating 
the London ‘blitz’ of September, 
1940, will be made at 5:05-5:30 p.m. 
today (Wednesday), with Quentin 
Reynolds, Hendrik Willem Van 
Loon, Tallulah Bankhead, William 
I.. White and H. V. Kaltenborn par- 
ticipating. 

Program will originate at Freedom 
House, N. Y., be shortwaved through- 
out the world by WRUL, Boston, and 
heard locally via WMCA, New York. 





‘There'll Always 





‘Breakfast Club’ Tour 
Chicago, Sept. 15. 
Chicago's ‘Breakfast Club’ person- 
ne! left last week for a tour of East- 
ern states and Canada. Its itinerary 
and daily broadcasts will be heard 


from Ottawa, Sept. 15; Montreal, 
Sept. 16; Providence, Sept. 17; New 
Heven, Sept. 18, and Pittsburgh, 
Sept. 19. 

In the group making the trip are 
Don MeNeill, mc.; Nancy Martin 
and Jack Baker, singers; the Escorts 


and Betty. 
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ASK ARMCHAIR 
PATRIOTS TO 
RELAX 


Minneapolis, Sept. 15 


With the war fever having most 
people in its grip and making for 
tenseness, the Minneapolis Star Jour- 
nal-Tribune has hit on the idea of 
a ‘Let’s Relax’ radio program. It 
goes out over WLOL at 10:30 pm 
daily, excepting Saturday, and has 
for its theme: 


‘Sit back, rest and forget your 
cares for a little while. There's 
nothing you can do about things to- 
night. After the program, get a good 
night’s sleep to prepare you for a 
day of effort for the America we 
love.’ 

Following that there comes a half- 
hour program of quiet music of yes- 
terday—Strauss waltzes, semi-classi- 
cal and popular numbers. Commer- 
cials are held to a minimum 


PUBLISHER SOL LEWIS 
GETS SEATTLE SPONSOR 


Seattle, Sept. 15. 

KJR on Sept. 28 will begin a 15- 
minute weekly broadcast by Sol H. 
Lewis, publisher of the Lynden 
Tribune, Program is set for 13 weeks 
with the Washington Co-op sponsor- 
ing. Comes remote from KVOS, Be!- 
lingham, and is also fed to KGA, 
Spokane. 








Lewis has received much _ pub- 
licity as a result of his appearance 
on the Blue’s ‘Town Meeting of 
broadcast from cently, 


the 


Air,’ here re 


and the weekly stint titled ‘So 
Lewis, Country Editor.” Lewis is 
also writing a weekly column i 
the Seattle Sunday Times 


Dick 
weekly 


Hill New Writer On 
CBS School of Air’ 


Frank Ernest Hill has joined the 
CBS writing staff as one of the reg- 
ular scripters of ‘School of the Ai: 
of the Americas,’ which resumes its 
five-mornings-a-week schedule = on 
the network Oct. 5. Hill will write 
and narrate the Friday edition of the 
series, with A. Murray Dyer con- 
tinuing as writer Mondays and 
Thursdays and Col. Hans Christian 


will 


show. 


Keplinget 
Lewis 


produce the 
} 





Adamson remaining as author Wed- 
nesdays No writer is set for the 
Tuesday edition As script super- 


visor of the CBS education depart- 
iment, Dyer edits the scripts for the 
‘School of the Ait’ series, 

Clinton Johnston, who has been 
directing the summer ‘preview’ se- 
ries of the ‘School of the Air,” will 
ldirect the Tuesday and Friday 


| broadcasts of the regular series when 
it returns. ‘Tiny’ Renier will direct 
the Monday and Wednesday chapters 
Mack will handle the 
Thursday edition. 





| Radio Spieler Joins Drama 
|Faculty at Pittsburgh U. 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 15 

Robert Gill, former announcer & 
|WCAE, has been appointed to the 
faculty of the Carnegie Tech drama 
ischool, where he graduated several 
iyears ago. Gill, while spieling at 
ithe local Hearst station, spent his 
:|spare time acting in Playhouse 


shows and directing amateur groups. 

For last two seasons he’s been at 
the Cleveland Playhouse under a 
Rockefeller fellowship. Gill's ap- 
pointment to the faculty as director 
and instructor partially fills vacancy 
created by departure of Henry A, 
Boettcher, head of department, for 
Miami as a first lieutenant in the 
Army Air Corps. 





Gene ’n’ Glenn Back 


Hartford, Sept. 15. 

Gene and Glenn are back at WTIG 
after a brief homecoming in Cleve- 
land. On return to Hartford they 
started morning feed to new New 
England Regional Network, as well 
as taking over ‘Junior Quiz,” Sun- 
daynoon juve session. 

They do a p.a. this week at Lyric 
Bridgeport, with Teddy Powell’s 
| band, 
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Red Cross....George J. Mannina has resigned from the news room of 
WINS to join the Army....Gordon Whyte has been added to the NBC 
director staff, replacing Lester Vail, who takes a leave of absence to 
direct the legit play, ‘Mr. Sycamore,’ for the Theatre Guild... .Phyllis 
Jeanne (Creore) got a notable vocal-dramatic buildup Saturday night (12) 
on the Ted Steele program for her ‘Canteen Girl’ show on NBC....Bob 
Welch, who will direct the Jack Benny series for General Foods, due back 
this week for confabs with Young & Rubicam, after going to the Coast for 
pre-season huddles with Benny....Actress Marian Shockley spent last 
week in Washington with husband George Zachary, radio production di- 
rector for the OWJ....‘Aldrich Family’ and ‘Great Gildersleeve’ scripts 
last week were devoted to the scrap metal drive. ...Although Lionel Bar- 
rymore was permitted by Metro to star on the ‘Mayor of the Town’ series 
only at the urging of the OWI, the script has already abandoned war 
subject matter in favor of family-type drama. 

Basil Loughrane, Jerry Devine and Stuart Buchanan have joined the 
Radio Directors Guild...,Carlo De Angelo resigns as radio director of 
Sherman-Marquette and will direct the Al Jolson show, starting Oct. 3, on 
a fee basis....James Church, who has been directing various Air Features 
serials, has resigned to free-lance....Cast of current ‘Mr. Keen’ sequence 
includes Frances Carlon and Marilyn Erskine....Bill Zuckert joined cast 
of ‘The Avenger’ on WHN....Kirby Hawks, Benton & Bowles radio di- 
rector, has been classified 1-A. He’s an English citizen....With Steve 
Gross in Washington, Bill Sweets is subbing as director of ‘Lorenzo Jones’ 
and Arthur Hanna of ‘Our Gal Sunday’....Earle ‘Dean’ McGill now di- 
recting ‘Report to the Nation’..,.Frank Gallup vacationing, so George 
Bryan announcing ‘Second Husband’ and Ford Bond doing ‘Stella Dallas’ 
....Ed East and Polly have added O’Sullivan heels and Diozogen cream to 
the sponsor list for the ‘Breakfast in Bedlam’ series on WJZ. Enos and 
Griffin shoe polish also remain as bankrollers. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Producing ranks took on a bit of executive class with announcement 
that Norman Morrell, recently named v. p. of Lord & Thomas, would 
be listed as producer of Bob Hope show. Thomas Conrad Sawyer takes 
second billing as director. Last season it was Bob Stephenson, who is 
getting measured for an officer’s uniform...Wen Niles is back from a 
tour with Al Pearce and that brings up the old confusion again with 
brother, Ken. Just to keep the records straight, Wendell (That’s Wen) 
will announce the Hope show, and Kenneth (that’s Ken) spiels the Abbott 
& Costello come-on, in addition to doing the same for Fidler’s smell- 
chaser and producing Mary Astor’s ‘Hollywood Showcase’...Phil Spitalny 
in town for picture-making and a few broadcasts hereabouts. He’ll have 
6,000 persons at his broadcast Sept. 20 in Shrine Auditorium. He’s on his 
first visit among up Indians...John J. Colbert, KFWB’s news ed, double- 
barring it at the air corps base in Miami...Joe Stauffer around for 10 
days to gab with Carlton Morse on the commercial and agency change- 
over for ‘One Man’s Family’...Second and third Lux dramatics will be, 
respectively, ‘How Green Was My Valley’ with Walter Piedgeon, Donald 
Crisp, Maureen O’Hara and Sara Allgood, and ‘Magnificent Dope’ enacted 
by Don Ameche, Henry Fonda and Lynn Bari...Hal Hackett returned 
east setting up MCA’s end of the Abbott and Costello show and participat- 
ing in divers other radio activities...Bobby O’Brien joins Jack Benny’s 
writing staff, but only as gag cooker-upper for the comic’s camp shows 
and other personal appearances. Bill Morrow and Ed Beloin still pre- 
side over the Grapenuts script...Ed Gardner back from Reno, where he 
became a Nevadan for six weeks to dissolve his marital partnership with 
Shirley Booth. Stopped off here long enough to do his ‘Archie’ bit on 
Kraft Music Hall...Tommy Dorsey and Red Skelton exchanged guest 
shots in ‘hail and farewell’ courtesies...Lum and Abner drew a renewal 
by Alka Seltzer and a new producer, Bob Dwyer of the Wade agency, 
the same day...Connie Haynes, late of Tommy Dorsey’s band, landed the 
singing spot on the Abbott and Costello show...Howrad Keegan writing 
and producing the new NBC dramatic serial, ‘We Are The Living’... 
Bob Reynolds, KMPC manager, cancelled all commercials on Sept. 19 for 
full 18 hours of bond-selling programs...Ben Alexander took over the 
Sealtest commercials when Tom Hudson answered the call to duty... 
Jack Runyon recording shortwavers daily for office of Coordinator of 
Inter-American Affairs, which he heads here:..NBC sold a packaged 
dramatic series to Packard-Bell radio, with Larry Keating as narrator. 
It’s called ‘News Makers’ and has to do with highlighted war exploits. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Frank O’Leary, of NBC’s Chi sales staff, gets lieutenancy in Navy.. 
Guest stars on ‘Victory Matinee’ last week included Blackstone the Ma- 
gician, Mary McGuire, RKO starlet, Lawrence Welk and Jayne Walton.... 
Ward Baking Co. signed WBBM contract for ‘Watcha Doin?’, 8:15 to 8:30 
a.m. Mon. through Sat....Chicago Air College takes six periods a week 
for 13 weeks over WJJD through M. A. Ring Agcy....John Hopkinson, 
WJJD salesman, inducted into Army and reports to Camp Grant for train- 
ing....Randy Blake, formerly of WHAS, Louisville, and KNX, Hollywood, 
is newest addition to WJJD announcing staff....Jack Drees, WIND sports 
editor, reports races at Hawthorne track....Rit Products on WIND with 
11 announcements a week for 15 weeks through Earle Ludgin, Inc..... 
‘Reveille Roundup,’ featuring Louise Massey and the Westerners, renewed 
for another year by Grove Laboratories through Russel M. Seeds agency 
....William Ray, formerly with KWTO, Springfield, has joined NBC as 








announcer... .Judith Waller, head of NBC’s public service dept., to N. Y. | 


On company business. 

















5000 WATTS =m 


DAY AND NIGHT 


in Salt Lake City 

















most people just naturally 
turn to their only 


NBC outlet... 


KDYI. 


The Popoulanr Station 


=) ALT LAKE CITY 
pe Cee) as 


UTAH’S 











Station 




















| Grocer Chain Embarks | 


On 13-Wk. Spot Campaign 


Cooperative League of America. 
grocery store chain with farmer af- 
filiation, is entering spot radio this | 
fall with a series of quarter-hour 
transcriptions for Sunday matinees. 
The schedule is for 13 weeks. 

Atherton & Currier is the agency. 


FELDMAN TAKING BBC 
DX PROGRAM POST, 











Arthur S. Feldman, special events 
head of NBC, goes on a leave of 
absence to take an assignment in 
England for British Broadcasting 
Corp. He will work on shortwave 
programs to the U. S. 

He leaves by bomber early in 
October. 


McCaffrey Aids Hanna 


Agent Bill McCaffrey, who will 
maintain his own office, will sup- 
plement Mark Hanna’s agency by 





servicing such clients as Helen 
Hayes, Dorothy Kilgallen, Cecil 
Brown and others in  Hanna’s 


stable, during the latter’s absence 
in London with the Office of War 
Information. 

Due to sail for London the end 
of this month, Hanna has entrusted 
his clients to office manager Molly 
Binion, who'll be assisted by McCaf- 
frey. 























in the WABC-CBS commentary by 
Eric Sevareid, following the 11 p.m. 
newscast, when an article by Julian 
Huxley was quoted. 

In addition to Gannett and Dr. 
Birkhead, William Hillman and Gen- 
eral Henry J. Reilly also partici- 
pated in ‘Wake Up America.’ 


Hillman vs. Colored News 


Hillman protested the freezing of 
war news at the source, said that 


| withholding bad news from the pub- 


lic was not generally good for mo- 
rale, and that admirals and generals 
should not be the final judges of 
what is needed for ~public morale. 
Referring to the third kind of cen- 
sorship, which is ‘to hide incompe- 
tence and mismanagement,’ Hillman 
said that ‘its aim is to maintain 
power and prestige for brasshats and 
wooden heads.’ 

This later precipitated a rejoinder 
from General Reilly that the best 
thing for public morale would be 
less carping criticism of America’s 
military leaders. General Reilly 
added that he was concerried pri- 
marily with the morale of the men 
at the fighting fronts, with the civil- 
ian morale to be worked back to. 

Hillman said that he could dis- 
cover only three reasons for cen- 
sorship in this country: 1. To as- 
sure security of the armed forces 
and undisturbed conduct of delicate 
vital negotiations of high national 
policy, which he favored. 2. To 
mfintain the morale of the people 
by withholding information likely to 
be destructive of morale. 3. Censor- 
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iship to hide incompetence and mis- 


| 





management in high places. 
General Reilly’s Side 


General Reilly said that in order 
to maintain high morale it was 
necessary to impress the people with 
the necessity of making sacrifices, 
He said that what has been pub- 
lished in the newspapers and maga- 
zines and heard over the radio has 
not convinced the public that such 
sacrifices are necessary. Said Gen. 
Reilly: ‘They do not yet understand 
that such slogans as ‘Food will win 
the war’ and ‘The factory is winning 
the war,’ and such wishful thinking 
as the claim that the German and 
Japanese people will revolt against 
their dictators, the disarmed con- 
quered people will rise and throw 
their oppressors out; cannot win the 
war.’ He added that ‘Our people 


are not afraid of the truth. They 
want it.’ 

Publisher Gannett declared that 
‘outright propaganda has lost its 


punch. We have become conditioned 
to it. I believe it is important that 
our confidence in our own official 
announcements be not similarly de- 
stroyed.’ 





KTHS to Branham 
KTHS, Hot Springs, Ark., has 
named the Branham Co, its exclu- 
sive national sales rep. 
Kenneth Kellam is the station's 
new general manager. 
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8. THESE INITIALS ARE CONNECTED WITH: 


(b) a Boston shortwave station 
(c) a successful substitute product 
(d) the buying of local radio time 








4. THIS IS THE INSIGNIA OF: 


(a) a famous Navy air force squadron 
(b) a top radio comedian 

(c) a very popular all-night club 

(d) a well-known radio executive 
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Blake, 
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by 
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announcer 
the Army. 
Gavlor. 

Chicago.—Karl R. Sutphin, 
merly of Golfing-Golfdom 
zines, has joined the WLS staff 
-rvice manager. Sutphin re- 
Well Barnett, Jr.. who joins 
S. Army Air Force 
York.—Sid 
WHN announcing 
Henry Gladstone, 
freelance. 


for- 
is as 
sa.es Sé€ 
places 
the U. 


Walton 
staff, replacing 
who resigned to 


New 


Kansas City—Bob Edwards and 
Bob Milton are newest additions to 
announcing staff at KCKN, Capper 
Publications station Maren Card- 
well, formerly at KMOX, St. Louis, 
is new scripter at KCKN, replacing 
Jon Wheeler, who ieft station 
enter merchant marine. Dorothy 
Quinan is new assistant to John C 
Drake, KCKN program director. 


Worth—Thomas 





Fort Bedford of 
WHAS, Louisville, 
ertson. former chief engineer 
KCMC, Texarkana, Tex., 
the engineering staff of KGKO- 
WBAP here. Vacancies on the staff 


for 








maga- | 


joined | 
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vccurred when Elliott Maersch be- 
came a second lieutenant, when 
Bruce Howard and Frank Parrish 
i became naval warrant officers, and 
when Bob Bird left for civil service 
juty with Army Signal Corps. 


Minneapolis — Harry Woodworth, 
director of the Min-| 
of Erwin Wasey & 
& Sportsman asso- 
joined the WCCO 


former radio 
neapolis branch 
Co., and Golfer 
editor, has 
department. 


ciate 
| sales 


Bob Novak, of Young & Rubicam, 
will write, direct and produce ‘Cav-| 
| aleade of Stars’ Sept. 17 at Manhat- 
tan Centre, N. Y. Last one netted | 
| $2.000; Novak now hopes to triple} 
/that amount. It’s for Save the Chil- 
dren Federation and U.S.O. 


Cleveland — Anthony J. Frances | 
joined news staff of WHK-WCLE, 
filling vacancy created by resigna- 
of Lee Otis, former news edi- 
who shifted to CBS, N. Y. 


tion 
tor 


Knoxville—Kenneth D. Cox, form- 
erly with WNOX and WROL here, 
has been appointed to the engineer- | 
ing staff of CBS in Washington. 





Indianapolis—Josephine Mason has | 
resigned as music director of WIRE | 
to take place in music and program | 
department of KOB, Albuquerque. | 
Harry Scornia, former program | 
rector at WIRE, now is radio direc- 


{tor of Indiana University. 

St. Louis—Bill Gregory, of the 
KMOX news department, has re- 
signed to become a Naval Flying 
Cadet. Has been succeeded by Jean 
McDuff. 


Del King has joined the announc- 
ing staff at KMOX. Katherine 
Darst also new addition to KMOX 
staff. Formerly conducted daily 
'column for St. Louis Globe- 
Democrat. 

Cleveland—Byron Wade, secretary 
of the Mahoning County Historical 
Society of Youngstown and WTAM 
|}mikeman eight years ago, returned 
\to WTAM as successor to Capt. 
| Ellis Vartder Pyl. 
| Bob Carter, former 
|mikeman now in the 
turning the mike 
broadcaster on a new 
dock 


WHK-WCLE 
Navy, is re- 
to as 


series of dry- 


shows. 


| St. Louis.—Bill Durney, sports- 
| gabber at WIL, has been sworn into 
| the Marine Corps as a Second Lieu- 
tenant. 


a WGAR| 


| (14) 


| Florence Williams and Betty 
| Program 
| Mutual fo1 


| and the 


| Artists has 





San Jose, Cal.—Jack R. Wagner, 
recently of the engineering depart- 
ment of KQW, is now a civilian 
radio engineer with the Signal 
Corps stationed at McClellan Field, | 
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. Shortwave 


nea of laps ahead and no amount 


of American sprinting can over- 
take them.) 
Extremely elaborate program 


using the cereal programs 


‘and even internationalized washtub 


Kraft ns ie 3 not picking up 
Victor Borge’s option for its Thurs- | 
day night program on NBC. He | 
does his final broadcast as a con- 
tractee tomorrow (17) 

Borge has been with the stanza 
regularly since last December, 


Production Setup On 
‘Front Page Farrell’ 


William Sweets directs 
Shaw writes ‘Front Pa 
serial which Blackett-S 
mert, New York, started 
on NBC at 5:45-6 p.m. for 
Kolynos toothpow@er. Air Features 
produces the show, with Ann Leaf 
organist, James Fleming announcer 
and a cast including Dick Widmark, 
Garde. 


and Robert | 
ge Farrell,’ 
sample-Hum- 
Monday 


was formerly 
Anacin, 

Hanna directs and Robert 
writes ‘Just Plain Bill,’ 
same agency began air- 
same time in the 5:30- 
on NBC for Anacin. 
It is also produced by Air Features 
cast includes Arthur Hughes, 
Billy Lipton, Warren 
Louis Hall. Show 


Arthur 
Andrews 
which the 
ing at the 


5:45 p.m. spot 


Ruth Russell, 
Colston and 


| formerly aired on the Blue network. 





AFRA SETS 1ST DEAL 
WITH YANKEE NETWORK 


Federation of Radio 
signed its first contract 
John Shepard’s Yankee net- 
work, covering stations WNAC and 
WAAB, Boston. Deal for a two- 
year term, effective Sept. 6. 

It carries the standard AFRA 
terms of a $40-a-week basic pay for 
arnouncers, with extra pay for over- 


American 


with 


is 


time and fees for commercial pro- 
grams. It calls for a five-day, 40- | 
hour week. 


92 News Shots Wkly. 





On 1 Texas Station 


San Antonio, 

Record number of new 
being broadcast over station 
A total of 92 newscasts are being 
broadcast each week by the station. 
Of these 50 are local and 42 come 
from CBS. Of the 50 local broad- 
casts, all but five have been sold, 
these only being made available the 
past week. 

Latest newscast periods have been 
sold to the Universal Mills and the 
Texas Maid Shortening Co. and will 
feature Charles C. Sh station’s 
news editor, 


Sept 


scast 


15. 
are 
KTSA. 


aw, 


New.and Oijd Sponsors 
Sign for WQXR Time 

Emanuelina Pizzuto, pianist, will 
be the soloist for a series, 6-6:15 p.m, 
Sundays, by Germaine 
Monteil cosmetics, starting Sept. 
on WQXR, New York. Contract is 
for a year and Clements the 
agency. 

Charles Gulden returns to WQXR 
with a 7:25- = p.m. daily news spot 
starting Oct. 1 2, through the Charles 
Hoyt agency. Until the Gulden econ- 


sponsored 
97 
wi, 


is 





weepers, has been cooked up for in- 
auguration if, as and when, In case 
the generals and admirals kill the 
idea of greatly expanding our fa- 


‘cilities, the program formula will be 


| was 
Donov 


| ganize 


pruned, but even so will be far more 
‘comprehensive than what has gone 
‘on in the past. After months of 
‘fumbling and stumbling, the Office 
lof War Information, in conjunction 
with Nelson Rockefeller’s Cultural 
Relations outfit, has decided to or- 
the outpourings instead of 
icontinuing the haphazard job that 
attempted by Col. William 
an and the Information Co- 


| ordinator’s force. 


heard on | 
| schheme—particularly 


Goyt-Controlled, Civilian-Operated 


Important point about the whole 
significant in 


| view of constant pressure from cer- 


| tain 
circles—is 


| 


New Deal 
to hire 


foes in 
intention 


industry 
the 


| private enterprise rather than launch 


| 








| 


| chiefly 


Government broadcasting in the true 
sense. Of course, the whole project 
will be strictly Government-con- 
trolled, but the physical properties 
will be in the hands of civilians. 

As previously reported, some of 
the contemplated new plants would 
be constructed with shelved equip- 
ment originally ordered by the Brit- 
ish. The British do not want the 
gadgets, the turn of warfare and 
diplomacy having upset prior ideas. 
The rest of the apparatus would 
have to be fabricated anew—which 
may be something of a headache, 
though surveys have indicated there 
are some unused manufacturing fa- 
cilities and the amounts of critical 
materials would be negligible in 
comparison, 

The War Production Board still 
has a chance to veto the idea even 
before the High Command renders 
its verdict. Donald Nelson is be- 
lieved inclined, however, to follow 
the recommendations of the Board 
of War Communications, which put 
a stamp of approval on the general 
scheme, and release the small quan- 
tities of steel, copper, ete. that 
would be needed. Since the new 
transmitters, with possibly two or 
three exceptions, would be installed 
in existing stations, not much con- 
struction would be involved. What 
is necessary in the way of buildings 
would be decidedly of the emergency 
type—wood, tarpaper and wallboard 
—and would utilize mat 
are not scarce, such as bricks 
cement, to the utmost degree. 


Around 90-odd new _ directional 
antennas would be required, with all 
of the present DX operators putting 
in additional arrays to improve the 
coverage. Over 60 frequencies have 
been tentatively tagged, though a 
handful concededly are of scant 
value at present because of atmos- 
pherie conditions. Each of the sta- 
tions would use numerous fre- 
quencies, though they would concen- 


that 
and 


erials 


trate on four or five different por- 
tions of the shortwave band. The 
channels staked out would be taken 


from the presently-unused 
amateur segment of the spectrum, 
plus some point-to-point and ship- 
to-shore ribbons that have been 
given up because of war conditions. 

A little new blood may be brought 


into the international broadcasting 
wing of the business, though the 
whole scheme is built around the 
present licensees. To obtain suffi- 

ent coverage, it looks as if a few 
yf the plants, possibly four of the 
22, may have to be erected in new 
locations. This would provide an | 
opportunity for persons currently 
not in the DX field to get in on the | 
ground floor under extremely favor- | 
able circumstances. The Government 
| would pay all installation and con- 


tract starts, Essex House iS sponsor- 
ing the news period, through Kelly, | 
Nason agency 

The Belgian Information Center 
also returned to WQXR th week 
with a 5:45-6 p.m. Sunday recorded 
music shov through the Gotham 
agency. In addition Sheffield 
Farms will start a series of 62 spot 
announcements a week for nine 
weeks, through Ayer agency, and 
Lever Bros. will use 63 spots a week 
for six weeks, through B. B. D. & O. 


New Maestro for ‘Enemy’ 





15. 

Na- 
the ar- 
on the 


Washington, Sept. 
Composer-arranger-conductor 
than Van Cleve took over 
ranger-batoner assignment 
Office of War Information series, 
‘This Is Our Enemy,’ last Sunday 
night (13), succeeding Russell Ben- 
nett, who resigned to compose the 
score and assist in the production 
of a Broadway musical. Bennett was 
formerly a film composer-conductor, 
‘This Is Our Enemy’ is heard over 
Mutual, from WOR, New York. It 
is scripted by Elwood Hoffman and 
directed by Frank Telford for the 
OWL, 


| struction expenses, giv 





ing the even- 
tual operators an option to buy the 
equipment if they desire and paying 
them for maintaining and running 
the stations, 


Transmission would be .on a far 
bigger scale than now. Every pro- 
gram would be beamed on at least | 
two frequencies simultaneously, a 
move to insure against jamming or 
natural interference. In some cases 
more than one plant would operate 
a: the same time to throw out the 
Strongest possible spray of propa- 
ganda. Wattage would be jumped— 
the present minimum of 50 kw. al- 
ready is being topped in a few in- 
Stances—and the bulk of the new 
plants probably would use 100 kw. 





SERIES OF 26 
ON U.S. MARIN 


Sept. 





Washington, 15. 


Radio stations will be offered a 
new Marine Corps series of 26 tran- 
scribed quarter-hour shows begin- 
broadcast 
g, 
will feature current up-to-the-minute 
exploits of the sea-soldiers, showing 
what they are accomplishing in this 


ning Oct. 1. Each 
which aims of course at recruitin 


war, 


In this series of broadcasts 


for. 


tions branch to arrange for them.. 


Results of the survey have proved 
and 
when the stations get the series the 
shows will embody suggestions that 
radio’s program people 
replies 
was a request for a 15-minute show 
built as closely as possible around 


satisfactory to the Marines 


came from 


themselves, Consensus of 


present day headlines. 





Rochester.—Stewart Wilson is new 
announcer at WHAM, coming from 
Akron, He rounds out staff, depleted 
of Foster Brook® to 


by transfer 
WHEC. 








—— | 


the 
stations are getting what they asked 
Recently the Marine Corps sent 
questionnaires throughout the broad- 
casting industry and asked program 
people the kind of shows that they 
would like the service’s public rela- 





ANSWERS 
to WOR- Quiz 
on preceding page 


1. The formation represents the 
WOR Guaranteed Area. It con- 
tains 14 of the most active war 
in the United States. 
Radio listening in the most 
densely-populated portion of 
this area has jumped 10 to 20% 
over the same period last year, 


work cities 


2. The symbol is used to point 
up the fact that 14 major Eastern 
markets of more than 100,000 
people each cat be covered by 
WOR alone. 


3. These are the initials of 
“Bessie Beatty”, famous WOR 
woman’s show conductor, who 
opened up 50% more outlets fer 
a well-known substitute product 
in 8 weeks. The new dealers are 
located in New Jersey, Connecti- 
cut, Rhode Island, Long Island 


and Pennsylvania. 


4. This insignia appears on the 
cards of all “The 8-Ball Club” 
members. Club is idea of Jerry 
Lawrence, popular all-night 
show m.c. on WOR. The “8-Ball 
Club” has members in approxi- 
mately 37 states. Each member 
is one of WOR’s thousands of 
all-night listeners. 























WANTED 


Farm program and barn 
dance M.C. By midwest re- 
gional network basic sta- 
tion. Radice and personal 


appearance necessary. 
Writing ability desirable. 
State experience, references 
and draft status in first let- 
ter. All replies strictly 
confidential. Box 128, Va- 
riety, 154 W. 46th St., New 
York. 

















BIG SCANDAL IN LONDON 


British army officer discovered 
bed with German measles. James 
Madison, gag writer and ‘idea’ man. 
Also publisher of JAMES MADISON’S 


GAG SHEET, $1. Pr. 0. Box 124, 
Grand Central Annex, New York 
(Br. 9-3000), 
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PETRILLO ‘FORCED’ TO FIGHT 





Elmer Davis, Fly Top Witnesses On ‘A 
Senate Resolution Asking AFM Probe 


| 








Washington, Sept. 15. 

Elmer Davis, chief of the office of 
War Information, and James Law- 
rence Fly, chairman of the Federal 
Communications Commission, will 
head the parade of witnesses before 
the Senate interstate commerce sub- 
committee, which will open public 
hearings Thursday (17) to consider 
Senator D. Worth Clark's resolu- 
tion calling for an investigation of 
James C. Petrillo and his American 
Federation of Musicians. 

Originally scheduled to start yes- 
terday (14), the hearings were 
postponed three days. OWI Chief 
Davis is slated to be the first-day 
witness and apparently he will be 
the only one to be heard on Thurs- 
Chairman Fly is the only one 
who is listed to 


day 
come before the 
investigation group on _ Friday. 
Hearings are then expected to be 
reopened during the next week. 
Representatives of the radio 
broadeasting industry, it is under- 
stood, will be summoned to later 
hearings. 
being held, 
view to 
the Sen- 


These hearings 
Senator Clark 
reporting the 


are 
‘with a 
resolution to 


said 


ate as soon as possible.” Serving 
with him on the subcommittee are 
Lister Hill, Alabama: Charles O. 
Andrews Florida; Chan Gurney, 
South Dakota, and Charles W. 


Tobey, New Hampshire 

the investigation is 
into Petrillo’s order 
forbidding AFM members to make 
further recordings or transcriptions 
for non-private use, and his decree 
keeping the Interlochen National 
High School orchestra off the. air. 
These are the orders that provoked 
Senator Clark into introducing a 
Senate resolution asking for a wide 


Specifically 
expected to go 


investigation of what he termed ‘the | 


racket.’ 

If the probe is pursued by the 
Senate, after the subcommittee 
hearings are completed, it is expected 
to go far beyond finding out all about 


whole nefarious 


vt 








the two particular Petrillo orders 
Senator Clark wants to search into 
the whole business of manufactur- 
ing and producing of musical rec- 
ords and transcriptions to find out 
whether there are any violations in 
restraint of trade He also wants | 


to take a look into the profits, 
salaries, bonuses and other financial 
arrangements of individuals and or- 
#anizations concerned with the 
manufacturing, producing and play- 


good 


ing for musical records, and into the | 
control of music and music produc- | 
| 


lion, 


Bridgeport’s Pleasure 
Park Has Top Season 
Despite War Hazards 


Bridegport, Sept. 15 
and gas rationing didn’t 
keep Pleasure Beach Park, operated 
by the City, from its biggest season 
in history, Municipal resort buttoned 
up last week with new highs regis- 
tered everywhere, according to 
Comptroller Perry W. Rodman. 

Ballroom was deep in the velvet 
every Sunday, when name 
Played. Topper was Glenn Miller. 
who rang up an all-time peak of 


Dim-out 


3.500 at $1.50, heaviest tariff ever | 


asked at spot. Vaughn Monroe was 
season runner-up with 2,500 at $2.10. 
and Gene Krupa drew 2,000 at same 
admish. 


Clint Noble Into Army 


7 Cleveland, Sept. 15. 
,_ Clint Noble is turning his orches- 
‘a and band-booking agency over 


‘0 Walt Bergener, one of the maes- 


‘ros in his stables. 
in the Army Oct. 1 


Ente: ing volunteer officers 


when he 


COL ps 


bands | 


enlists | 


| 
SHAW ‘RECRUITING’ 
Trying to Enlist Musicians for Naval 
Aggregation 
Artie Shaw is making a personal 
attempt to recruit musicians for a 
new dance band he’s building at 
the Newport, R. 1, naval base. He 
es been calling long-distance to 
N. Y., speaking to men he has heard 
are close to induction and others 
who are not in an effort to get them | 
to join the Navy and become mem.- | 
bers of his band. So far he has} 
rounded up eight and needs another | 
Six. 
| 








Shaw went into the Navy June 19 
and has since been stationed at | 
Newport, a training center. 


BUS OK GOES 
WITH CAMP 
DATES 


One condition under which the Of- | 
fice of Defense Transportation re- | 
cently okayed the use of five busses 








| 
} 


by Negro bands traveling thorugh 
the south makes it obligatory for 
each band to do at least two USO! 


Army camp appearances each week 
This was brought out Saturday (12) 
at the first meeting between bands- | 
men managing colored orchestras 
and officials of the ODT. The two} 
appearances can be done as concerts 
of an hour or so on Saturday and 
Sunday afternoons, and it’s likely 
that they’ll be done that way to en- 


able as many commercial dates as 
possible. 

Only one band tour was definitely | 
iset up at the meeting. Noble Sissle 


Baltimore Oct. 9 on 
a three-week schedule It was at 
first though that tours would be 
limited to 10 days for each band, but 
the time was considered too short. | 
Each outfit will have a bus for three | 
weeks 

Beside the ODT officials and John 
Hammond and Judge Hubert Delany 
of the 
oversee tours, the only attendants at 
meeting those from the 
agencies of Joe Glaser, Moe Gale and 
William Morris 


starts out from 


co-chairmen committee to 
, 
r 


were 


the 


COCA COLA SIGNS KAYE | 
FOR 26 WKLY. AIRINGS 


Sammy Kaye drew a weekly spot 
on Coca Cola’s new broadcast 
ule. Band will first of 26 
Wednesday night shots Sept. 30 from 


sched- 


, 
ao its 


Milwaukee for an audience of de- 
fense workers Harry James had 


been set for every Monday evening, 


but ted to call 
101 


since 


his contract was adju: 


1 


one program every four Weeks, 


he was signed to replace Glen: 
Miller on the Chesterfield broadcast 

Kaye is currently at Fran! 
Da ley's Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove 
N. J. 


J. 


In 


Robinson Yens Baton 





ithe AFM chief. 


anti - 


E GLAIMG NAB 
NOTED WRATH 


AFM Prexy, It’s Claimed, 
Was Ready to Work Out 
Some Sort of Agreement 
on Recording Until NAB 
Launched ‘Campaign of 


Vituperation’—Made Him 
‘Fighting Mad’ 





LABOR ANGLE 





A close associate of James C. 
Petrillo, president of the American 
Federation of Musicians, disclosed 
Monday (14) that the present in- 
tensity and bitterness of the con- 
troversy over the union’s shutdown 
on recording might have been 
avoided if the National Association 
of Broadcasters had not launched 
what this associate described as a 
‘campaign of vituperation’ 
This attack, accord- 
ing to the Petrillo aide, had the af- 
fect of not only arousing Petrillo to 


against 


a ‘fighting mad’ pitch, but made the 


| AFM’s locals more determined than 
ever to see the thing through. The 
union, added this aide, now feels 


that the issue has, with the help of 
Administration 
converted into a 


newspapers, 
fight 


‘ ye + 
agalnst 


been 


| Organized iabor. 


would have remained status quo for 
the duration of the war. 


Petrillo, the aide revealed, had 


hoped that the transcription, phono- 
graph record men and others con- 
|cerned would come to him for a 


survey of the situation as happened 


vhen his predecessor, Joseph N 
Weber, issued a similar recording 
deadline in 1937. Instead, accord- 
ing to AFM’s current plaint, the 
NAB took up the cudgel and un- 
loosened what the aide further de- 
|seribed ‘its strategy of vilifying 
Petrillo.” The latest incident along 
this line that has caused much re- 
entment by Petrillo and his con- 








The aide indicated that Petrillo 
had been primarily interested in 
| working out some sort of contract 
or arrangement whereby the life 
term of any library transcription, ! 
and perhaps phonograph record, 
would be limited so that employ- 
ment for musicians, if only those 
engaged in recording work, might 
be increased. Otherwise things 


————— + 








Harry James, Now Top B.0. Band, 


Into 3-Month 


Can’t Lose 








A musicians union slant on the 
Petrillo situation is that even if 
the AFM loses it will be a stra- 
tegic victory for the union presi- 
dent. 

It will prove, regardless, that 
Petrillo is fighting for the musi- 
cians’ best interests. 


AFM LAYS OFF 
R-B&B CIRCUS 
~ IN CHICAGO 


Chicago, Sept. 15. 
The Ringling Bros., Barnum & 
Bailey circus opened in Chicago last 








night (Monday) without incident as 


+ 


Losing Hotel Date 





Harry James’ orchestra—considered 
the hottest b.o. band in the country 
at the moment—which can earn from 
$10,000 to $15,000 weekly in theatres, 
possibly more on percentage deals, 
is going back into the Lincoln hotel, 
N. Y., Oct. 2, and will lose money 
every week for three months. James’ 
return to the Lincoln is based on an 
option on his services held by Mrs. 
Maria Kramer, operator of the inn, 
an obligation that was to have been 
fulfilled last spring, but deferred to 
enable the band to make a film for 
Universal (‘Private Buckaroo’). 

Few of the top bracket bands make 
money on hotel dates (payroils of top 
bands are too high and hotel payoffs 
too short), even though in many in- 
stances they are given percentage 
deals awarding them a portion of 
cover charges over a certain number. 
What makes James’ situation more 
ironic, however, is that the Lincoln's 
Blue Room seats only about 250 
(James drew close to 7,600 covers at 
the 1,000 capacity Astor recently). 
Even if the Lincoln doubles its cur- 
rent cover charge to $1.50 and $2, 
James can’t possibly take out enough 
| to underwrite his payroll for 25 mu- 
sicians and singers. However, as with 








other bands, James’ losses at the 

far as the American Federation of Lincoln will be more than made up 
Musicians was concerned. There had ; by other work. 

been indications that the cireus| Beginning the end of this month 

would run into union difficulty when and ve October James will broadcast 

me for three different sponsors. Last 

it got to Chicago, the home town week he was signed for a weekly 

of James C. Petrillo, AFM prez.! Monday night broadcast for Coca- 

Union officials disclosed that no ac- | Cola. Later Glenn Miller went into 

tion would be taken with regard to the Army and he was given the Ches- 


music in- 
musicians until after 
committee's probe of 
the federation’s ban recordings. 

It was also thought that it would 
be more politic to defer any recrim- 
against circus the 
anti-trust case, which the U. S. De- 
partment of Justice has brought 
against the AFM, has been disnosed 
of in the local Federal Hear- 
ing of the issue has been postponed 
until Oct. 12 at the AFM’s request 
because of the inability of Joseph A. 


the circus’ use of canned 
stead of 


the 


live 
senatorial 


on 


inations the until 


court 


; Padway, the Federation's chief 
counsel jn this case, to be present 
}On the date originally scheduled 
| Sept. 16. : 
yy Sins I ims Or episode pro- 
viding the shows have an angle tied 
up th the ir effort Otherwise 
the taboo on « stom-built tra rip- 

tions remains unchanged, 

Acting foi Sidney VI Kave of 
NAB counsel, Carl Havelin, an em- 
ployee of Broadcast Music. Inc.. Jast 


freres was the distribution of a re- | 


printed newspaper cartoon picturing 
Petrillo as an organ-grinder. 
The AFM has modified its rule on 


the recording of commercial, or cus- 


tom-made, transcriptions to the ex- 
tent of allowing them to be made 





; mit to 


week asked the station reps to sub- 
him a list of the business 
they have had cancelled as a result 


of the AFM’s 


two noted so 


recording ban. Only | 
re- 


st the 


have the 
of the ‘Again 
Shadow’ serie 


far been 
versions 


corded ) 
and ‘The 


Storm’ 


Petrillo Ban Indirectly Shuts Out 
Waxing of Army Relief Show Tunes 


Local 802 (N. Y.) of the Americar 
Federation of Musicians has told the 


Army Emergency Relief committee, 


sponsoring the Madison Square Gar- | 


terfield program (starting Sept. 29), 
while the Coca-Cola commitment 
adjusted to one program every four 
weeks. On Oct. 4 the band will do 
| the first of two programs with Jack 
|} Benny, with the sponsor having an 
option for two more. 

James is a peculiar breed of band- 
leader—or so some of his contempo- 
raries think. He doesn’t like playing 

| theatres or one-nighters, and avoids 
them much despite 
fact they’re the most lucrative fields 
for a b.o. band. James prefers not 
to work too hard (a decision likely 
based on the present tax situation) 
He's in good financial] shape. after a 


Vas 


as as possible 


long struggle through the red. and 
feels that there’s no percentage in 
killing himself doing six and seven 
theatre shows a day, or traveling 
iround the countrv on one-nighte! 

He has done comparatively few thea- 
tre and one-night dates since . 


band hit. He prefers golf and base- 


Local Kid Doesn't 


_ Make Good, but It’s 


A Big Bother to Band 


Wire Dorsey : and s 


playing 


Vee k aku 


TY - a: 
JAM yY 
Shea’s Buffalo theatre a 


1 ] 4 . 
ex clesy rned 
tne saCaGll Urrit are 


during a performance one eve oO 
find a youngster of about cone 
fronting him. Kid had sneaked onto 
the stage from the audience 
without any preliminaries state ‘I 
want to sing.” Having no alternative 
: ‘ the leader allowed the youngster to 
Viax Dreyfus, of Chappell. isn’t su 
‘a ons neon ' do two numbers, after which both 
1e “an rope y piug tne tunes. 7 
D =" , a] rs he and his mother, who then came 
revius 18 ¥ ling O pudilsn ner . 
‘ rer _* ; =, onto the stage, were ejected from 
but in the light of an advance- } ; } 
er ae ithe theatre. 
scheduled campaign of future song | ; 
material (on the strength of which Mother and child were the same 
the recording companies rusheq | WO had bothered Dorsey, and prob- 
them onto wax, before the Aug. 1] ably other bands, before for an 
Petrillo deadline). there’s no Jikeli- ; audition of the kid’s talent. When 
heod these six Army sonvs can be; Dorsey played that house last year 
plugged. This has cooled off Sacks | be Was persistently pestered. This 
so far as Columbia is concerned time, however, the prospective siage 
Meantime. the Army show looks | Mother took matters into her own 
assured of its $250.000 goal. with the ands, dolling the kid up and shoo- 
Garden scaled for $101.000 for the | i2g him onto the = stage en 
regular seats: another $100,000 for , Dorsey’s back was turned. 
sponsors’ boxes; with the differential Next day the leader received a 
to9 come from program, etc. Over!unsigned letter without salutation 
$85,000 is in the box already. It’s! which capped a paragraph of verbal 


Les Robinson, alto sax player, der benefit Sept. 30 that ‘the union 
who has been with all of the coun- i, yours” so far as recording a spe- 
‘y’ ands at 0 ime or an- 1 
try’s top bands at one time cial album of the six original tunes 
| other the past few years 1s bent on : 
leading a band of his own. Now 4! thored by Sgt. Kurt Kaszner and 
with Jerry Wald’s orchestra at the | Pvt. Charles Murray, concerned. 
Lincoln hotel, N. Y., Robinson fig-' ay. js supposed tobe a : 
"es stay behind and begin or- $a. : 
oe p> Mage ral whereby Ethel Merman, Connie Bos- 
ganizing aftei Wald leaves town . . 
Oct. 1. well, Bing Crosby, et al., would wax 
| Robinson was a member of Artle| the tunes, proceeds to the Army 
Shaw’s hit band of a few years ago) Fund. 
‘and since then migrated from one| However, it develops that Manie | 
top-bracket outfit to another. Sacks. chief of Columbia recording, 
mee ee who was willing to cooperate isn't 
Nita Bradley replaced Frances | sure (1) that the artists mentioned 
Wavne as vocalist with Charlie (under contract to competitive com- 
Barnet | panies) would be available; and (2), 


been deciced to forego broadcasting 
sponsorship because the musicians, 
tagehands, actors, etc., are donuting 
eir services 


| insults with, ‘If you had let the 


audience decide we would have seen 
thrown out of the theatre— 
us or you.’ 


who was 


[eign iee 


St Pm 


ag 7 Semaine emcees m9 
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Loss by ASCAP of Wisc. 
Suit Seen Easing Pay 
Raise for Musicians 
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?NG § 3 tev seek. 
3 wages for eaie 
musicians he tavern amen feel 
30 eintedd shept ABSCAP’s daflent 
thev'l] probably give if te them witi 
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M-G Also Wants Krupa 
For Film After ‘Variety’ 
Points. Up B.0.. Power: 


Metro is dickering with Gene 
Krupa to add his orchestra to the 
long list of musical names which 
the studio has signed for films 
within the past couple months. Ne- 
getiations with Krupa were begun 
a week or so ago after Louis K. 
Sidney, Metro producer, was made 
aware of Krupa’s b.o. power via 
‘Variety's’ band grosses. 

Other band names that Metro has 
contracted are: Jimmy Dorsey, who 
starts work on ‘I Dood It,” with Red 
Skelton, produced by Jack [um- 
|mings, around Nov. 1; Harry James 
|for ‘Girl Crazy,” with Mickey 
Rooney and Judy Garland, which 
producer Arthur Freed starts next 
spring; Tommy Dorsey, ‘DuBarry 
Was a Lady’; Duke Ellington, ‘Cabin 
In the Sky,’ and Dick Jurgens and 
Vaughn Monroe. Latter doesn’t re- 
port on the Coast until next Feb- 
ruary, while Jurgens goes out in 
November. 
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t’s Strictly for 
Bands and Talent 


--. because it’s 


“Strictly for the Buyers” 





« « « The special Band-Talent issue covering the 
‘money’ fields soon to be published by ‘Variety’ 


--» A valuable reference guide. . . an exceptional 
advertising buy.... 


«+ Make your space reservations NOW 


In New York at 154 West 46th Street 
In Chicago at 54 West Randolph Street 
In Hellywood at 1708 No. Vine Street 
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Inside Stufl—Orchestras 


Orch batoned by 18-year-old Jimmy Spitalny has been picked as the 


current staff band of the week by WCAE, Pittsburgh. 


Young Spitalny’s 


outfit will be the last of three local orchestras to fili in as Hearst station's 
staffer pending belated arrival of Baron Elliott, currently filling a dance 
engagement in Atlanta, Ga., and picked some time ago as WCAE'’s per- 
manent staff band. Union ruled station had to have a staff crew on Aug. 
21 and since Elliott wasn’t available until next week (21), three local 
bands were picked to work a week each. First was Howard Baum, second, 


Al Marsico, who plays regularly at Nixon Cafe. 


Spitalny is son of 


Maurice Spitalny, former staff band leader at KDKA. 





Duke Daly, ex-bandleader husband of dancer Paula Stone, is still in 
training in the RCAF in Canada, but is due to go overseas in about six 


weeks. 


He has been fully trained as a bombardier and is now under- 


going flight instruction (compulsory for RCAF bombardiers, though they 


may never touch plane controls). 


Daly, a Canadian, enlisted in the RCAF about six months ago. 


been a civilian flyer. 


He had 





Joe Glaser will henceforth spend at least six months of each year in 


California. 


During his recent trip to the Coast the band manager bought 


a large home in Beverly Hills, formerly owned by a Carnegie Steel mag- 
nate, and intends to partly satisfy a desire to settle there. 
He has not yet decided on who is to operate his N. Y. headquarters in 


his absence. 


Glen Island Casino, New Rochelle, N. Y., will not fold for the winter. 


It has extended the contract of Hal McIntyre’s band until Nov. 22, whereas | 


he was only booked originally until Oct. 4. 
Spot apparently hasn’t been seriously bothered by gas rationing and 


rubber shortage. 





Miller's Enlistment Leaves Penn Hotel 
Minus a Band: Agencies in Scramble 





Glenn Miller’s enlistment in the 
Army last week threw one of the 
most sought after location jobs on 
the open market and started a mad 
scramble by General Amusement 
Corp. (which has had an exclusive 
on it) and Music Corp. of America 
to pull a replacement out of a hat 
sadly depleted of top bands by prior 
bookings. Miller was to open his 
annual stand at the Pennsylvania 
hotel, N. Y., Oct. 5 and, since vir- 
tually all of the bands powerful 
enough to rate that booking have 
been already committed elsewhere, 
the situation is difficult. 

GAC has submitted Bob Allen and 
Sonny Dunham for the job, while 
Jan Savitt, Charlie Barnet, Shep 
Fields and Russ Morgan have been 
offered by MCA. Allen, who opened 
at the Roseland Ballroom, N. Y., last 





vy 





week, is understood to have the in- | 


side track. 


In joining the Army, Miller repre- | 


sents a loss in commissions to Gen- | 


eral Amusement of approximately | 


$100,000 yearly. If he had continued 
in front of his band until the end of 
this year Miller’s gross income would 
have been between $750,000 and $1,- 
000,000, probably closer to the latter. 
His band breaks up after Sept. 24. 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


} 


Miller goes into the Army as a| : 
outtt 


Captain Oct. 7 in Omaha, the 


Seventh Corps Area. His chores will | 


be musical, though details on his 
exact duties aren’t clear. He drops 
off the Chesterfield radio program 
Sept. 24 (replaced by Harry James 


Sept. 29) and is playing his last the- | 


atre date this week at the RKO 
Boston. He had been contracted to 
play the Central theatre, Passaic, 
N. J., opening Sept. 24, but cancelled. 
Theatre is squawking at the action, 
asserting that Miller won’t be in the 
Army until Oct. 7. It’s understood 


the house will make an attempt to | 


force Miller to abide by the contract 





Void Picture Deal 
Hollywood, Sept. 18 
Glenn Miller’s sudden entry into 
the Army caused the cancellation of 


his three-picture deal with 20th-Fox, | 


calling* for one film annually over a 
three-year stretch. 

Company is dickering for another 
band for the first picture, ‘Blind 
Date,’ slated for autumn production. 


Heidt Is Tired 


Horace Heidt t been ordered to 
take things easy by his physician or 
suffer a nervous breakdown. Ac- 
cordingly, when the outfit goes into 








the Casa Manana, Culver City, Cal., | 
Dec. 1 for 12 weeks, Frankie Carle, | 
over | 


pianist-co-leader, 
while Heidt rests. 


will take 


Heidt recently gave Carle a new | 


contract calling for percentage of 
the band’s earnings and co-billing. 





Ted Straeter orchestra goes into 
€ Copacobana, N. Y., the first week 
n October. 


$3 


|ord Co., 


| Curbello, Bergere Shift 


Fausto Curbello back into the 
Stork Club, N. Y., with Ted Steele 
dropping out through overwork. 

Maximilian Bergere, long at the 
Versailles, N. Y., succeeds Emil 
Coleman at La Martinique next 
week, latter heading to the Waldorf 
hoted, N. Y. 


OBERSTEIN BUYS 


INTO MUSIC 
FIRM 


Eli Oberstein has bought himself 
‘protection’ against the complete fail- 
ure of the recording business. 
has acquired a 50% interest in Fred 
Fisher Music Co. and henceforth will 
divide his time between Classic Rec- 
which he helped form and 
operate, and the music publishing 

There’s no secret about Oberstein’s 
reasons for buying into Fisher's cata- 
log. He states that the ‘record busi- 
ness is a precarious one’ at the mo- 
ment, what with the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians’ ban against 
recording and material shortages. His 
company is currently releasing only 


lone popular record’a week, as against 


the three and four and more it was 
the current 
Classic wil con- 


issuing 


culties 


prior to 
However, 


| tinue along its present lines. 


This is not 


ture into music publishing. He has 
had an interest in several firms at 
one time or another. 


Lombardo in Boat Race 


Cincinnati, Sept. 15 

mbardo will pilot his 
boat in the 24th an- 
the Ohio river here 
The maestro, whose 


Guv Lo 
i\Tempo racing 
nual regatta on 
Sunday (13) 


|orch opens a 13-day engagement Sat- | 


lurday (12) at Beverly Hills, nearby 

Kentucky nitery, canceled his entry 
lin last year’s regatta at the Illth 
| hour. 

This time he booked the Beverly 
Hills date far in 
his participation in the racing meet. 
| His 175 h.p. boat reached Cincy Mon- 
|day (14). 


BOBBY PARKS STAYS ON 

Bobby Parks will open the new 
fall show in the Glass Hat Room of 
the Hotel Belmont Plaza, N. Y., 
Sept. 24. At the Hat for the past 
110 weeks, Parks is now enlarging 
' his orchestra, for the Belmont Plaza 
is getting a wire for the fall show. 

Eddie Le Baron, who was sched- 
uled for this show, has been reclassi- 


fied and inducted to military service 


He | 


diffi- | 


Oberstein’s first ven-| 


advance to clinch | 





Band Reviews 


| TONI MORRISON ORCHESTRA (6) 
Lake Tarleton Club, Pike, N. H. 
Hibernating at this class New 
Hampshire inn all summer have been 
Toni Morrison and her band. who 
are slated to open at the Rainbow 
Room, N. Y., shortly. She’s the 
daughter of Billy Kent, the come- 
dian, and Elsie (ex-Mrs. Charlie) 
Morrison, hence uses her erstwhile 
stepfather’s tag for billing purposes. 


A personable gal, who makes with 
the maracas and things, she heals 
up the band co-owned by her hus- 
band, Charlie Golden, who’s on 
string bass. Rest of the personnel: 
Jack Maisel, drums; Bill Honahan, 
trumpet (who met and married a 
gal at this resort a couple of weeks 
ago); Russ Carlson, piano; Rudy 
Herman, sax. 

The romance part of Honahan’s 
midsummer dream wedding caused 
boniface Walter Jacobs to bill Toni 
Morrison and Her Honeymooners, 
but under whichever tag it’s a zingy 
sextet. 

Combo is versatile, with accent on 
the Latin rhythms. chiefly by de- 
mand here, rather than choice, since 
|most of the Boston and New York 
| crowd which comes to the Lake 
| Club seems partial to the 
one-two-three-kick tempos. At the 
Rainbow Room, Miss_ Morrison’s 
combo will perforce specialize in 
Latin tempos, as the alternate or- 
chestra. But Yank or Latin. they’re 
plenty OK for the hoof. PS. to 
Hollywood poniface Charlie Morri- 
son; howdja like to book your step- 
daughter into the Mocambo? She's 
OK for sound and sight. Abel. 











BOB ALLEN ORCH (14) 
Roseland Ballroom, N. Y. 


Bob Allen’s band has come along 
steadily since its inception about a 
year ago and it’s now a good, strong 
outfit though not in a class with 
some of its more bigger-name con- 
temporaries. Listening to this unit 
play, and watching its clean-cut 
leader handle it. however, impresses 
that the group is going a long wav 

Few of the original men with 
whom Allen started remain in the 
five-sax. three-trumpet. two-trom- 
bone, four-rhythm § setup. Allen. 
like all other bands. has changed 
men often since conscription began. 
and for the better each time. One 
of his most valuable acquisitions is 
Randy Brooks, trumneter, who sup- 
plies-an invaluable lift to the entire 
band with his driving style and ex- 
cellent solos. There are good solo 
men in the saxes, too and rhythm is 
solid. 

In ensemble playing the group is 
clean throughout. It has no out- 
standings characteristics, but has 
the start of a style in a trick it has 
of alternating oven trumpets with 
sudden plunges into hats, thus mut- 
ing them pleasantly. This a flexible 
combination, too, being able to shift 
|from jump to ballad to latin tempo 
and handle them all equally well. 

Allen himself handles 
and does a fine job though he ocea- 
sionally attempts items that don’t fit 
his style. Band's one fault is that 
it hasn’t a girl vocalist. though that’s 
in the process of correction. Allen 
directs and otherwise handles the 
front in a smooth. affable manner 
undoubtediy acquired durine his 
tenure as vocalist with Hal Kemop. 
| He does it in a way that nullifies the 








fact he doesn’t play an 
Wood. 


| GLORIA PARKER ORCH (12) 
-o Ballroom, N. Y. 


Gloria Parker was once a vaude 
single, her forte being the playing 
of various musical instruments such 
|aS xylophone, vibes, fiddle, ete.. and 
a set of musical glasses. At the head 
of this comnarativelvy small orches- 
which 


| tra, spent all the past sum- 
i}mer at Luna Park. Coney Island. 
N. Y¥., the young lady proves that 


band’s best asset 


Miss Parker is ai Ina Ray Hutton 
type of leader in that she wiggles 
and batons in a manner calculated 
to catch the eve. but 
she’s apparently a good 
She knows her band's arrangements 
jand she plays very herself: 
when caught she alfernated between 
| xylophone, which she hammers with 
unusual ability: marimba and fiddle 
| She’s a wee 71 and a fair lqoker 
but neatly coiffeured ‘blonde) and 
gowned. 


she’s the 


ician 


mu 


well 


of four sax. three trumpets, one 
|trombone and three rhythm (no 
; guitar), could be much better. It’s 
'a fair combination equipped with 


|average arrangements and only one 
soloist who rated any attention when 
icaught (trombone). It plays iump 
and rhythm arrangements with a 
| beat that dancers at this public ball- 
room seem to find to their liking. 
but it also seems to play ballads the 
j}same way, a failing that needs cor- 
rection. 


the vocals, | 


Instrument, | 


additionally | 


The band behind her, composed | 


Gets Date at 





Arena, N. H., Returning 





New Haven, Sept. 15. 

Arena, local 5,000-seat auditorium, 
resumes Sunday band-vaude ses- 
sions next week (20) 
Krupa. 

Spot has formerly conducted fall 
and spring series, but a possible 
change in hockey plans may make 


son of Sabbaths. 








HIT BY DRAFT 
FOR 1ST TIME 


Negro musicians, who heretofore 
haven't been bothered too much by 
conscription for some 
reason, are now beginning to be 
called into service in numbers that 


are alarming colored band man- 
agers. Since conscription began, few 
of the major Negro outfits had been 
confronted with the replacement 
situation that their white contem- 
poraries have had to face; latter are 
constantly breaking in new men. 

However, according to managers 
of Negro groups, the past four or 
six weeks has seen a sharp stepping 
up of induction orders among the 
personnel of their properties and 
the supply of good colored men isn’t 
equal to the demand. 

As for ofay musicians, the situa- 


unknown 





ition is rapidly getting serious, say 
leaders. A few weeks ago several 


plenty of men available. 
so any longer. What makes things 
more difficult is the 
attitude taken by players who are 
'not in immediate danger of induc- 
| tion. The predicted salary war, 
whereby the price of good men is 
steadily increasing as one leader 
| raids another’s outfit, 

Men don’t want to go on the road 
| because of travel conditions: they 
stay in metropolitan centers and 
{hook up if they can with any band 





i that’s booked for a location, leaving 
it when it again hits the road. 


| WHITEMAN’S ALL-NAME 
BAND IDEA STYMIED 


Paul Whiteman had plans until 
last week of building the ‘best band 
he’s ever had,’ composed of some of 
the most outstanding music/fan: 
available, but the Los Angeles local 
of the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians cancelled his idea. Whiteman 
made offers, according to one of the 
men he approached, to Rex Stewart, 
| Georgie Auld, Davey Tough, Willie 
Smith, and other widely known mu- 
sicians of that calibre, to join him in 
California. It’s said that he didn't 
care how much such an outfit would 








cost to operate, so long as he got to- 


gether a crack crew that would be 
long remembered. 
What stymied the plans was a 


withdrawal of L.A 
to grant all the men the leader 
brought in membership cards in that 
Without a local 47 band the 
(Lever Bros.) 
pay standbys, 
asked to do. 


union, 
leader’s radio sponsor 
|would have had to 
'which it couldn’t be 


Though Whiteman would have paid | 
big salaries to satisfy his plans, even | 


the most liberal pocketbook couldn't 
, withstand for long the addition of 
standbys. 


Ina Should Get ’Em 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 15 
Hutton, who 











Ina Ray 


lis doing a real U. S. Navy recruit- 


| Miss Parker and two of the boys |jgg job. She is signed up as a vol- 
in the band handle vocals. A poor | unteer recruiter, and plans to re- 
Poets tape gy pry A icruit 245 men by Dee. 7. 
at Ganaeieuend. Outfit also does | Portland naval recruits will be 
chorus arrangements which sell |SWorn in on the stage of the May- 
nicely. Wood. fair every night this week 


+ ———_—_. 
| 


To Sun. Vaude-Bands =:.°"..'°.. 


with Gene } 


the house available for a full sea- | 


COLORED BANDS 


band managers asserted there were | 
That's not 


independent | 


is Occurring. | 


local 47's promise | 


opened at | 
the Mayfair, Portland, Monday (14), | 





Lyman, Not Whiteman or Osborne, 


Florentine Gardens 


The contest between Will Osborne 
Paul Whiteman as to who was 
get the booking at the 

Gardens, Los Angeles, 
Opening Sept. 30 has been settled, 
Abe Lyman has been signed and 
opens on that date. 

Whiteman had been verbally 
okayed by the spot’s operators for 
a return date, which he wanted to 
| exercise after negotiations had been 
opened for Osborne; at the same 
time, Music Corp. of America was 
offering Jimmy Grier, and a couple 
of other outfits were in the back- 
ground. Lyman at the time was 
playing the Palladium Ballroom, 
Hollywood, but he sneaked through 
on the rail and copped the nod 
while the others were arguing with 
ore another. 


and 


oing to 


g 








| —— 
Whiteman’s Own Nitery on Coast 
Hollywood, Sept. 15. 
| Paul Whiteman is on several deals 
|} for his own night spot here and will 
| know this week where his band wi 1 
| Stay put for the next few months at 
j least. He wants to anchor here for 
| more reasons than his radio program 
with Burns & Allen. Those one- 
/nighters don't appeal to him much 
} any more and, like other band- 
leaders, he likes the climate and 
| Other attractions that make perma- 
; nency here desirable. 


| 
‘Herman’s Four Hops In 


2 Nights Leave Lads 
| 





Limp; Split Up $5,600 


Hollywood, Seprt. 15. 

Woody Herman may not be the 
,b.o. champ of this sunshine and 
citrus belt, but there are few in the 
band biz who can match the endur- 
ance of his lads. Over the recent 
pre-Labor Day holiday stretch (Sate 
urday and Sunday) the Herman oute- 
| fit played four dance dates in two 
nights in the beach towns of Ocean 
Park and Long Beach. For their 
sustained labor, better than $5,600 
passed into their coffers. 

Endurance run started at 9 o’clock 
Saturday night at the auditorium 
in Long Beach, running until 1 a.m. 
One hour later the band was on the 
stand at Casino Gardens in Ocean 
Park, a few miles up the _ beach, 
playing for the swing shifters from 
the aircraft industry. It was 6 a.m. 
when the last note split the dawn. 
Lads piled into bed for a well 
needed rest and were up again 
fondling their instruments at 9 p.m. 
back at Long Beach. That kept up 
again until 1 a.m. and an hour later 
they were back at Ocean Park play- 
ing for another crop of swing shift- 





ers. Horns, saxes and rhythm in- 
struments practically fell out of 
their hands when 6 am. rolled 


around, On the Monday holiday they 
rested from their near-exhaustion. 

Harry Schooler, who put on the 
dances at the two spots, guaranteed 
Herman $4,800 for the four dates. 
| Total attendance was 16,864 and 
Herman’s best cut was better than 
$2,000 on the second night at Ocean 
Park, when the paid attendance 
reached 5,500. The Long Beach 
total was just over 6,800, Tariff at 
all hops was 85c, with servicemen 
admitted for 50c. 


THORNHILL, McCOY 
HEADING FOR UNIES 


Claude Thornhill reports to his 
draft board in N. Y. Sept. 22 for a 
physical examination. Leader has 
been in a 1-A classification for some 
|time. His band is currently playing 
theatres in the midwest. 
| Clyde McCoy is another leader 
duc to be taken out of circulation 
soon. He has notified the Circle 
theatre, Indianapolis, where he was 
to open Sept. 18, that he is joining 
the Navy. He's also in the mid- 
west. 


. 

Joey Kearns Enlists 

Philadelphia, Sept. 15. 
Joey Kearns, leader of the WCAU 
| house band, enlisted in the Army last 
Friday (11) and expects to be in 
/uniform within the next 10 days. 
| The band, one of the most popular 
dance outfits in this area, will prob- 
ably be batoned by Jack Warrington, 


the ouffit. 
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Kyser in S. F., Miller in Hub, Each 
$40000 Wham; Rey Fine $17,500 
In Indpls., Herman 166 in Mpls. 


(Estimates for This Week) 


Mitchell Ayres, New York (Stale: 
$9-44-55-75-99-$1.10)—With Cardini, 
Arren and Broderick, other acts, on 
stage: ‘Lady in Jam’ (U) on screen. 
Ayres outfit apparently not helping 
picture much; no more than $21,000, 
fair. 

Charlie Barnet, Philadelphia 
(Farle: 2.768: 35-46-57-68-75)—Plus 
Diosa Costello on stage and ‘Give 
Out. Sisters’ (U). Fairish $23,000. 

Woody Herman, Minneapolis (Or- 
pheum; 2,800; 40-44-55 )—Band’s third 
theatre visit here. With ‘Magnifi- 
cent Ambersons’ (RKO) on scr2en 
and three acts, house is heading for 
nice $16,000. 

Dick Jurgens, New York (Strand; 
9756: 35-55-75-85-99-$1.10) — With 
‘Across the Pacific’ (WB) (2d wk) 
on screen. With majority of draught 
from picture, holdover gross is 
standing up strongly to $41,000. The 
first week zoomed to $55,700, second 
best business house has done with 
pitband policy. 

Stan Kenton, Cleveland (Palace; 
3.700; 40-60-70)—Plus Judy Canova 
on stage and ‘Across Pacific’ (WB). 
Kenton on initial visit here, but 


handicapped by rival competish; 
$18,500 still okay. 

Gene Krupa, Washington (Cap- 
itol; 3,434; 28-39-44-66)—Aided by 


‘Invisible Agent’ (U). 
getting fancy $25,000. 

Kay Kyser, San Francisco (Golden 
Gate; 2,850; 40-44-65)—With ‘Spit- 
fire’s Elephant’ (RKO). Giant $40,- 
000 and way out ahead in topping 
city’s business this week. Strictly 
on Kyser’s b.o, pull, Looks like new 
record for house. 

Ted Lewis, Chicago (Oriental; 3,- 
200; 28-33-44-55)—Coupled with ‘To- 
morrow We Live’ (PRC). Entirely 
up to Lewis, with fine $22,000 likely. 

Lucky Millinder, Newark (Adams; 
1,950; 25-40-65-75-99 )—Ink Spots on 
stage giving this a terrific lift, 
‘Moonlight Masquerade’ (Rep) on 
Sock $18,000 for six days, 
with bulk of draw from stage lay- 
out 

Glenn Miller, Boston (RKO Bos- 
ton; 3,200; 40-55-65-75-85)—With Al 
Bernie and ‘Little Tokyo, U.S.A.’ 
(20th). They’re pushing this show 
through seven times a day and it’s 
absolutely smash at $40,000 plus. The 
band is doing 98% of the hauling, if 
not more, since it’s ballyed as Mil- 
ler’s farewell before entering army. 


Nice combo 


screen. 


‘Thompson Quits As 
Maestro to Be Engineer : 








| 


| 
| 





| 


Will Osborne, New York (Para- | 
mount; 3,664: 35-55-85-99) — With | 
Charioteers, Willie Shore, other | 
acts, on stage; ‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) 


on screen. Final (6th) week for 
‘Inn’ and second for Osborne, $40.000, 
good. 


Alvino Rey, Indianapolis 


2,600: 33-44-55 )—With ‘Joan of 
Ozark’ (Rep) on screen. Band, for- 
tified by King Sisters and good acts, 
headed for $17,500, fine for first week 


of school. 


High school kids skip- 


iman 


| 
} 


| 





Pittsburgh, Sept. 15. 


band here only a few 
months ago, 
duration last week following an en- 
gagement at Chippewa 
Thompson will drop out of music 
business altogether to take an engi- 
neering berth with the Bell Aircraft 
Corp. at Niagara, N. Y. He’s an 
engineering graduate of the Univer- 
sity of Illinois. 


His new outfit. composed almost 
entirely of local men, Thompson 
managed to get placed with other 


crews. Bill Mackrell, tenor saxman 
who helped the leader build the out- 
fit, goes with Pee-Wee Erwin; Eddie 
Koch, another tenor saxman, and Art 
Rodgers. bass player, have been 
signed by Al Riley; Bob Sheets, 
drummer, and Ken Kaphan, trumpet 
man, have connected with Tony Di- 
Pardo, and Tommy Ebberts, trom- 
bonist, has joined Clyde Lucas. Two 
other Pittsburgh musicians with 
Thompson, Frank Brescha, alto sax- 
man, and Wilbur Hildebran, pianist, 
are home mulling a couple of offers. 


On the Upbeat 


Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh, en- 
gegement last week was goodbye for 
three of Lou Breese’s men, Earl 
Bergman, sax: Wayne Smith and 
Verge Freeman, trombonists. All 
enlisted in the Navy. 











Shirley Heller expected to rejoin |! 


Herman Middleman band at Yacht 
Club, Pittsburgh, 
ist when her husband, Harry Gor- 
don, shoves off for the Army. 

Billy Catizone 4 has had its option 
picked up at Continental Bar, Hotel 
William Penn, Pittsburgh, for four 
more weeks. 

Mary Marshal! lost several men to 
Army on eve of her 
Merry-Go-Round, Pittsburgh, and 
had to cancel out. So Howard Baum 
band is remaining indefinitely. 


opening at 


Dave Dexter, formerly connected 
with Music and 
joined Jimmy 
yesterday 


Rhythm magazine, 
Dorsey's orchestra 
(Tues.), as exploitation 
Dorsey opened at the Sher- 
man hotel, Chicago, Friday (11) and 
from there heads coastward to make 


(Circle; |a film for Metro and play the Pal- 


ladium Ballroom, 


returns east 


Hollywood. He 
around mid-December 


|for a date at the Strand, N. Y. 


| 


ping early matinees, but flocking in 


late. 
Charles Spivak, Chicago (Chicago; 


4,000; 35-55-75 )—Plenty of help from | 
T 


*Tinliday 
£ivbiuay 


. L- 
second week, 


nn’ (Par), currently in its 
Band popular here 
and was brought in for second sesh 


of picture Wow $55,000, or near. 
Claude Thornhill, Omaha _ (Or- 
pheun 3,000: 20-40-55-65 )—With 


‘Are Husbands Necessary’ (Par). Big 


$17,500, with honors about evenly di- | Alban. 


vided 


TED LEWIS’ DATES 


Ted Lewis band opened at the 
Oriental, Chi, on Friday (11). 


Plays Milwaukee Sept. 18, 
lams on series of one-nighters in 
midwest. 


| 
| 
| 





Eddie Katz takes over as press 


agent for Vaughn Monroe, replacing | 
goes into the} 


Jim McCarthy, who 


Army. 
Dave Rose, anger for Jack 
Edwards’ band at Boston’s Hotel 


Statler, joins the Army shortly. He 
Wa forme lv with Bob Chester 
Jack Coffey’s orch opened in the 
Rainbow Room, New Ke 
last week. 
Frank Gagen orch back to Book 
Casino, Detroit, after five weeks at 
Commodore Perry, Toledo. 


Nick D’Amico’s band has been 


then | switched to the Statler hotel, Buf- 


falo. 
band. 


Replaced by the Dick Kuhn 





— 














Personal 








HOTEL ASTOR, NEW YORK—NOW 


LES BROWN 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
FEATURED IN “SEVEN DAYS LEAVE” 
RKO PICTURE—RELEASED SOON 
¢ COLUMBIA RECORDS e 


Management—JOE 





GLASER, Ine. 

















disbanded it for the| 


Lake, O.| 


nmore hotel, | 


Dailey Signs Brown 


| 

ts 

| Frank Dailey has 
Brown's orchestra to 

| Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. 
for three and possibly five weeks 
opening Oct. 16. 

| Monday (i4) 

| hotel, New 


|next Tuesday (22). 
| After James, 


then Brown; 


For 3-5 Week Run 


signed Les 
play his 





Bands at Hotel B. O.’s 


| (Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
.| charge business a done by name bands in various New York hotels. 

| Dinner business (7-1 p.m.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
’| room capacity and cover charge. 


Larger amount designates weekend and 


q| holiday price.) 


Brown spans | Covers Total 

night at the Astor ia ste Socks weet on tres 

_— ~~ x, ag —- \Harry James ....Astor (1,000; 75c-$1)....ccecceeeeeee & 78,650 30,075 
James, who goes into Meadoworeo™ | Ray Heatherton . Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)......++.+++.20 775 12,350 
Dailey has Dick Xavier Cugat® ...Waldorf (550; $1-$1.50).......eceee11 2.975 31,450 

Rogers for two emai opening Oct, | Johnny Long ....New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........18 1,800 37,200 
——~ eee ones, Bob| Lani McIntire ...Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)..........31 2,000 46,600 
| Crosby, Nov. 20 for three weeks: two | Glen Gray eeoees FennSylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 9 2.250 19,300 
aioe poe ™ Jerry Wald ..... Lincoln (225; 75c-$1)......... ertT 900 16,300 


| weeks are open, then Cab Calloway, 
Jimmy 

Lang Thompson, who reorganized | Dorsey, Jan, 15, for three weeks, and 
his dance 


}Dec. 24, for three weeks; 


| Alvino Rey, Feb. 4 to March 7 





Lunceford Draws 


$1,700 at Ritz B.; 


(Estimates) 
> 

Del Casino (Totem Pole B., 
Auburndale, Mass., Sept. 6-12). Af- 
ter three good days previous week- 
end Casino banged the b.o. solidly, 
playing to 13,000 people in six days 
at $1.45 pair for fine $9,420. 

Gene Krupa _ (Hershey’ Park 
Hershey, Pa., Sept. 7). Krupa did an 
excellent job on repeat date here, 
'though not as good as he did first 
time: just under 3,000 dancers at 
$1.10. 
| Jimmy Lunceford (Memorial Aud., 
Worcester, Sept. 11). Originally 
booked for Nantasket Beach, band 
shifted here and drew 1,600 at $1.10, 





better than average considering dim- | 


out, etc., Sunday (13) at Ritz Ball- 
room, Bridgeport, Conn., season’s 
|opener, outfit drew exceptional 1,702 
lat $1.10. 


Ray McKinley-Ray Herbert (Ray-| 
as featured vocal- |mor-Playmor B., Boston, Sept. 11-12). 


McKinley well liked here after re- 
peated stands; coupled to Herbert, 
localite, he played to 1,900 Friday 
j}and 2,000 Saturday at 
}usual weekend gross of $2,700. 
Tony Pastor (Shubert 
New Haven, Sept. 13). So-so-mat 
and good night biz added up to 
|okay 4,700 patrons at 75c top. 
| Buddy Williams (Brookline 
|Philadelphia, Sept. 12) 
| band has built after 
Hunt’s Pier, Wildwood. 
700 here at $1.10. 


Band Bookings 


Cab Calloway, Oct. 16-22, Orpheum 





C.C., 


long stay at 


Drew neat 











Ia.; 30-Nov. 5, Orpheum T., Minneap- 
| olis; Nov. 6-9, Orpheum T., St 
113-19, Riverside T., Milwaukee; 20- 
126, Regal T., Chicago; 27-Dec. 3, 
Stanley T. Pittsburgh; Dec. 
Paradise T., Detroit; 24-Jan. 13, 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. 


Casa Manana, Culver City. Cal. 
Guy Lombardo, Sept. 19, Beverly 
Hills, C.C., Newport Ky. 
Charlie Barnet, Sept. 18 
T., Cleveland; 25, Stanley T., 
burgh. 


Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis, Sept. 28, three 


Palace 
Pitts- 


days, Plymouth, Worcester, Mass.; 
Oct. 2, Metropolitan T., Providence, 
| me 2 


Gene Krupa, Sept. 20, Arena, New 
Haven; 21, Plymouth T., Worcester, 
Mass.; 25, three days, Metropolitan 
|'T., Providence; Oct. 1, week, Central 
T., Passaic; 8, Empire B., Allentown, 
Pa.; 14, Paramount T., New York. 

Alvino Rey, Oct. 1, Empire B., Al- 
lentown, Pa.; 2, Earle T., Philadel- 
| phia, 

Sammy Kaye, 
T., Milwaukee. 
| Louis Prima, Sept. 18, Earle T., 
| Philadelphia; 25, Royal T., Baltimore. 
Johnny Messnér, Sept. 29, indef- 

inite, McAlpin hotel, New York, 
| Bob Astor, Sept. 18, week, Palo- 


'mar B., Norfolk, Va. 


Sept. 25, Riverside 








| Johnny Kaaihue and his Hawaiian 
| threesome have been booked into 
| Hotel Roosevelt’s Fiesta Room, Pitts- 
burgh, for indefinite engagement be- 
ginning Monday (21). 
the Moss-Herding trio. 


cs * 
600; $3-$3.50 min.). 
pa 1g In a. Tucker winding up successful stay in Chicago, proving a money attraction 


75c-65c for | 


theatre, | 


Williams | 


iT., Omaha; 23-26, Paramount T., Des | 
Moines; 27-29, Capitol T., Sioux City, 
Paul: | 


4-10, | 


Sam Donahue, Oct. 25, six weeks, | 


They replace | 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draws. ft Seven days; James worked Labor Day Sunday. 





Los Angeles 
Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). 
here and count off to around 4,500. 
Joe Reichman (Biltmore; 1,200; 50c-$1). Jewish holiday and other ad- 
verse factors cut in here, too, pounding down the week's take to around 
5,000. 


Post-holiday letdown felt 


Chicago 


Tommy Tucker 


(Empire Room, Palmer House; 
for this room. Finishing with big 4,700. Griff Williams returns this week. 

Jimmy Joy (Walnut Room, Bismark Hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). Joy re- 
mains fine attraction for this tough room. Keeps rolling nicely, bringing 
in neat 2,600 people last week. 

Jimmy Dorsey (Panther Room, Sherman Hotel; 800; $1.25-$2.50 min.), 
Dorsey opened Friday (11) in this hot room and is making it hotter. 
Weekend terrif at 5,500 people. Charlie Spivak closed nite previous, 
winding up with remarkable 7,400. 

Eddie Oliver (Mayfair Room, Blackstone Hotel; 350; $2.50 min.). Jane 
Pickens currently the floor show and biz is good at 2,300 folks last week. 





Boston 

Nat Brandwynne (Ritz Roof, Ritz-Carlton Hotel; 350: $1 cover). Brand- 
wynne has solidly entrenched himself here with carriage trade, and on his 
eleventh week with Connie Russell, Al Segal protegee, accounted for ex- 
| cellent 2,000 covers, plus fine dinner sessions. 
| Ray Morton (Oval Room, Copley Plaza; 300; $1 cover). On fifth week, 
| Hildegarde takes added bows for upping her previous week by 275 covers 
|to 2,075. Dinner traffic likewise big. Morton’s ninth week and stays with 
| Hildegarde through 16th, when Dorothy Lewis Ice Show with Basil 
|Fomeen orchestra take over. 
Jack Edwards (Terrace Room, Hotel Statler; 450: $1 cover). Edwards’ 
| twelfth week was best yet with 890 covers over Friday-Saturday, only 
|late nights. Dinner play big. 





| Minneapolis 

Gelson (Minnesota Terrace; Nicollet hotel; $1-$1.50 min.) 
|Gelson (local) orch. in tenth week surrounded by new floor show acts 
| Carole & Sherod, Ross & West and Three Modelaires, Going along at 


|fairly good attendance of approximately 400 nightly. 
| 


Frankie 


Philadelphia 


Herby Woods ‘Garden Terrace; Benjamin Franklin hotel; 500; $1-$1.50- 
| $2 min.). Biz zooming as Woods nears end of his engagement: bangup 
| 1,481 supper customers last week. Woods, skedded to wind up Sept. 26, 
|is to be held over a while. 
| Walter Miller (Stratford Gardens; Bellevue-Stratford hotel; 225; no 
cover or min.). Biz dropped off last week to 644 supper customers. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 
Abe Lyman (Palladium B, Hollywood, second week). Trade off along 
| with the rest of the town but still a blue-chipper with 21,000 admishes 





| Lionel Hampton (Casa Manana B, Culver City, Cal., fourth week). Will 
| sign off with better than 6,500 payees. Bob Chester opens first coast 
| stand Thursday for four weeks or more (it depends on him). Horace 


| Heidt booked in Dec. 1. 
Count Basie (Trianon B, Southgate, Cal., fourth week). Still solid in 
| this industrial part of town and will bang the gong up around the 10,000 
|mark. Great. 

| Johnny Richards (Casino B, Hollywood, fifth week). 
| tossed in helping and better than 3,500 the result. 

| Ted Fio Rito (Florentine Gardens N, Hollywood, 10th week). 


Few floor acts 


Weekends 
| still terrif and trade hovering around the 5,000 mark. Main draws are 
| Nils Granlund’s revue and Mills Bros. as side attraction. 

(Chicago) 

| Buddy Franklin (Chez Paree; 650; $3-$3.50 min.). Gracie Fields head- 
lining new show and reaction is excellent, 4,700 persons last week. 

| Art Jarrett (Blackhawk; 500; $1.25 min.). Jarret has proven plenty 
| good in his current visit; held biz to fine 3,100 last week. 


+ = 


Pancho Into Uniform | 











‘’m going to move to 


The Outskirts of Town’’ 


AND 


Columbia Record No. 36601 


COUNT BASIE 


And His Orchestra 


Pancho, bandleader now at Ben 
Marden’s Riviera, enters the Army 
as a private Friday (18). He has 
been on a two-week furlough sincé 
| Sept. 4, when he took the Army’s 
| physical examination at Governor’s 
| Island, N. Y. 

His band will break up. 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 








| Bill Thompson trio of electric 
| organ-piano, accordion and vibra- 
| harp open at the Dixie hotel, N. Y., 
Friday (18). 


Per. Mgt.: MILTON EBBINS 
Dir. William Morris Agency 























LZ, 
BA, 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 





Currently Playing 3rd Record Breaking Engagement 


ROSELAND, NEW YORK 


W JZ—Coast-to-Coast 
Personai Mgmt. Dick GEORGE Direction: GENERAL AMJSEMENT CORP. 
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Sparks Fly at Coast ASCAP Meeting, 


VARIETY 
Ex-Music Man ha 


MUSIC 


“rz 





ere. 
Pe ew 














alla SP Pte a 


should legislate a new and com- 
plicated system of classification with- 
out writer-members being consulted. 
Hammerstein promised that the com- 
mittee would send some one out 
here later to explain the whole 
plan. That didn’t soothe Gilbert, 
who cracked ‘that’s like locking the 
bern after the horse ran away.’ One 
word led to another and the debate 
became heated and_= acrimonious. 














The publisher section of the 
ASCAP board of directors last week 
adopted a new system of publisher 
classification. The intial payoff under 
this plan will be for the first quar- 


ter of 1943 and be covered by the 
checks that will go out April 10, 
1943. 


The reason given for deferring the 


| right protection.’ 
| to do 
| apparent since neither is the United 


publishers and by inference, 
fore, U. S. publishers are unscrupu- 
lous 
Berne Convention 

The article states, ‘The situation 
stems from the USSR’s lack of mem- 
bership in the Berne convention 
which cleared international copy- 
This has nothing 
should be quite 


with it, as 








there- | 





spoke were Sigmund Romberg, SPA 


| prez, and E. C. Mills, SPA general 
manager, and a former ASCAP 
executive. Buck’s appearance was 
described as ‘unexpected.’ 


After expressing his approval for 
the big program of expansion that 
the SPA had mapped out for itself, 
Buck said that he knew a way of 
helping the SPA get the money nec- 
essary for the execution of this pro- 











Tt On Shos Herman Starr Sharply Rebukes SPA ui 
As Gilbert, Others Assail Operations romps, Fi ” For Approving Buck’s Proposal That iT 
| Editor, ‘Variety’: i. 
+ Just got hold of a dog-eared copy ° .& 
i of Aug. 5 ‘Variety’ and there’s one | 
Hollywood, Sept. 15. 15 Best Sheet Music Sellers article in it that makes me want to appe or ; alm 
The needle on the seismograph at protest. It certainly doesn’t do credit iy | 
nearby Caltech probably didn’t wig- (Week of Sept. 12) to ‘Variety’s’ reputation as the bible _ 
gie one whit, but the reverberations of the amusement world, and to the f . ba 
were felt for many hours on the er ae Santly layman and those not in the music Herman Starr, head of Warner ,organizing the Songwriters Protec- ; i 
home landscape after the jarring| Left Heart Canteen.......Army tc Ba a lot of those in the | Bros. music publishing interests, last — Assn., saggy Pans be allowed 
; session of songwriters in Beverly| Wears Silver Wings..... Shapiro music industry), it gives an entirely | | Sonewri rotec- | 2 STeeP mm attacks against any 8 
> H ils last Wednesday (9). It was| Kalamazoo ................ BVC wrong picture. ae a ee eo “t, |Feputable publisher, especially one if 
the Coast shindy before the big Careful My Heart........ Berlin You know—just sending a reporter | tive Ass'n, to task for a remark / who has treated the writers fairly . i 
meeting of ASCAP next month in| Army Air Corps......... Fischer | down to Lindy’s to talk to some of | which Gene Buck, former ASCAPj|and whose intention to do so has “an 
N. Y., aS prescribed by the so-| Jingle Jangle........Paramount a ——o isn ; grey ys ae eanin | president, made at luncheon gather- ae oe % wad wy, word but 
haan nee a ‘ oi ; , the first place you'd |. . st and present. 
ciety s by-law s, and close to 200 Lights Go On ee CLP informa —_ n ey ing of SPA members. The statement : - a 
songwriters must have sensed the} Wonder Baby’s Home..Crawford |¢ surprised at the number of suc- | * i 3 ; ES Camas sent Werner 
fireworks that were to be touched| Always in feart.,, ....Remick | Cessful music men whose ignorance thet aroused Starrs He Wes Com i Sees. and Starr's seaction to it 
of after ‘Oscar Hammerstein, II, so- Take Me ...... -BVC of copyright law is such that the | tained in Buck’s contribution to the | caused no little sardonic surprise 
ciety’s v.p., called the meeting to} White Christmas..........Berlin ee og bi — = ag ag Say | after-luncheon pep speeches. Buck, cage Ep near angel ae one 
eit , ina , Tille e least, astounding; and in the sec- | _ PORT oe : stry's ad- 
order. He was flanked at the speak- Idaho tte eeeeeeeeseee rrr ond place, ‘it’s doubtful that having | ho was recently retired by the so- | jock on the new SPA contract by not 
ers table by John G. Paine, general Worth Fighting For...... Harms asthen pa Tata information, the re- | Ci€ty on a pension of $25,000 a year, | only accepting the SPA’s proposition 
onager é ; rg € RS Oe ee eee ree Feist = ‘ coes at in- |; » . : . 
er ig I on gd en Sst | Porter would be able to write accu- | susgested, that the SPA could im /intact, but adding a few other bene. 
on ; Pia ar a jrately if he himself didn’t know the ee Se See Oy eee s to whic e thought the writers 
einige gma and took his | subject thoroughly. | the ng rar nwng bg yp ae ware entitled. The rest of the pub- 
sale ~ het act he ; , The article I'm referring to is |}? 2? C*aim against the & ishers signed up with the SPA 
rhings moved quietly for a time NEW ASCAP PUB Pie og ano od Up | and then, on obtaining the award, shortly afterwards. 
while Hammerstein read the report, | Anew How U. S. Pubs Hijack Russe | they voted to assign the money in — 
but, when the matter of reclassifica- Music’ Wenn the heading through ltoto to the SPA. 
tiens came up, Gilbert squirmed in tee petiote tee enbing impression | The luncheon meeting was at the 
his chair and then let go. He wanted | given is that Soviet composers are | Park Centrai hotel, N. Y., last Wed- } 
to know why a small group of men | being deprived of income by U. S. nesday (9) and the others who e 


CHIDES PAINE 


Minneapolis, Sept. 15 
The St. Paul Pioneer Press attacked 
John Gregg Paine, ASCAP general 
manager, editorially because of his 























Hammerstein, unable to contain him- | | licati sl tn eines Ven ae | States a member of the Berne con- | gram. He recalled that during the : ; 
self, finally shrieked at Gilbert, | a grungy tH "= pasha te snanaed er vention! |seven months of 1936, when the publicly expressed deprecation of 
‘shut up.” The breach was NG nan eae Bic Phe meno bi The right to collect performing | Warner group was out of ASC ‘the recent spectacle of America’s 
healed when Clarence Muce browtht |imemipers performance eredits will | Continued en page 44) | Wasners continued to lense, radio [greatest conductors— Toscanini, Kou 
Sa SME “*|not be delivered until Jan. 1. The lesuven callacind SGOREO ‘Mamma sevitzky and Stokowski—fighting to 
pany plugs used for this particular break- SOUECe oe Cee yeu e ni eS, |} conduct the American premiere of 
Bibo Asks About Buck down will be those accumulated for GREENE- REVEL he said, had failed ‘0 ‘Split we “the Shostakovich’s Seventh Symphony.’ 
That incident over, anothe flurry |} the period beginning July 1, 1942, sn — vids . a pearnaergin of | Paine offered the opinion that if the 
soon started when Ir\ Bibo | and ending Sept. 30, 1942. | ASC AP suck oe advised es | work had been written by Roy Har- 
isked Hammerstein point-blank why Under the new system, perform- tne SPA prey oo Veen — 7” FHerS ris, an American, none of the three 
he had voted against Gene Buck. | ances will represent 55% of the pay- F [DO UNDER in ASCAI to file a claim for $160,- | would have performed it. 
The mention of the former prexy’s | off, availability will figure 30° and i yan ge id ori she money, if| In its editorial the 1ewspaper, 
name brought applause and Bibo | seniority will count 20%, A number | [ CORTES, COS Shen ney burned ashes | pointing out that too many Ameri- 
continued to ply the chiarman with} performed on a night time com- | | to the SPA. the SPA a at | cans consider that the idea of isola- 
questions about Buck. | mercial will receive a full credit and, | BMI BANNER | the luncheon voted to refer Buck's | tionism is one to be solely associated 
The final episode was an explosive | for a number broadcast on a com- | het a gee —" association's €X€C=| with politics, declares much harm 
indictment by Robert MacGimsey of | mercial which is billed by a network | utive ase = also can be done to the nation’s for- 
ASCAP’s operation. MacGimsey or station at other than night time | apne | aut al mere oo e ye eign relations and~ its fighting 
charged that the society was run, | rates, the credit will ve three-fourths | 7 | _ Starr's letter of rebuke Liana posal strength ‘by tight, exclusionist poli- 
controlled and dominated by a com- of a point. All sustaining perform- | Greene-Revel publishing outfit dressed to the attention of egress cies in many another department of 
bine of eight big publishers. He | ances will count a half point. fo ding this week as BMI = with- pete mealies _ — — ye life, piling up numerous embarrass- 
read a prepared statement that was | Theme songs and special arrange- pag support, leaving the firm Sass riers lle agg A bara = mc .ts.’ 
peppered with criticism of the out-| ments of non-copyrighted works wv i | WER Re RUNES 86 COrEy Oe. aang : ee, : ppb pie Be a ‘This (Paine’s assertions) is a par- 
fil's operation and won a round of | Tate one-tenth of point, while bridge | Songwriters Mort Greene and | YOUr tage hae a ee ee oe », | ticularly petulant and unreasoning 
applause at the finish as he set forth |@Md background cue music will be | Harry Revel some time ago made | agrees See nepeeres 0 wuen 8 expression of the dog-in-the-manger 
a list of reforms. No green hand paid off on the basis of 1,/20th of a/ their peace with ASCAP, much to proposal. Both of these GOntseR, ethics unfortunately fostered among 
a: declaiming. MacGimsey is a for- | Pt. Special recognition will be | BMI’s_ displeasure. Employees in continued the letter, a ©X~ | American musicians for several years 
mer lawyer, who also was secre- | ven symphonic works. Each per-| New York, Hollywood and Chi-| tremely active 4 the Lepreawcle Brw | past, and which persists in splits of 
tary for years to Senator Joseph | veetsanee of such S Cprepoenen will | cago have been handed two weeks’ ee during es 7 re a ave | masses of concrete evidence proving 
Ransdell, of Louisiana, unseated by | be credited with three points notice, ae , pres a lit ‘ at “4 &, soint it to be largely, if not wholly, with- 
Huey Long after 15 years in the] Publishers’ Squawk Greene and Revel are also split- | ig Wet. ee Wee Se ee ee heel excuse,’ the newspaper declares. 
senate. His song compositions are of| A group of publisher members of | ting up as a team Phe facts are that the individual | ‘Mr. Paine ignores two basic facts: 
the spiritual type ASCAP appeared last week before . - Pe nee rere aa the American So- | tat Shostakovich has for years been 
Hammerstein and Paine returned their classification committee to _pro- ciate wete never sotto te any part established among composers whose bi 
to N. ¥. over the weekend. and | test against their current availability | Ve * N. i par Daguedeatengnar wipe » one com- | works the general public want to it 
Hoffman will make a few stopovers ratings, but fo nd that nothing goer < USLC l O es yanies collected in 1936. for two good hear, regardless of its national origin, 4 
€) route back east. be done about the situation at pres- ebeaeaiinal fare | sufficient sam sienn : " and, second, the equally obvious one ‘ H 
— ent. It was explained to the group ‘(1) The Society had from its that Roy Harris, an Oklahoma native, / 
that the classification committee, Leonore Glasner and Paul Reif writer-members assignments of | has, also for years, enjoyed wide and df ; 
SANTLY JOY BUY UP vhich had recently assumed authori have placed their tune, I Need Your |} their small performing rights, | substantial recognition, right here in ii 
$ ty over the allocation of availability | Smile Tonight,’ with Shapiro, Bern- and was entitled to collect on | America, of his notable gifts It is 
CROSBY’S 20% SHARE points, proposed later this year to ex tein & Co iene mehelf any fees which | fortunately impossible to believe that 
/0 amine the availability rating of every : - might be payable to them, and | Mr. Paine speaks for a majority of 
; publisher member and, if deemed ex- Jimmy .Wakely cleffed ‘Trail ‘(2) By agreement dated America’s makers of musi 
The Crosby family no longer | pedient, to revise the standing of the | Dreaming.’ to be sung in ‘Lone Star | August 4, 1936, the Society re- i ae = 
holds any stock in Santly-Joy-Se- |e tire membership list. _ | Trail’ at Universal. leased and discharged each and | DuPr I t 
lect, Inc. Lester Santly and Georgie | Under the old oe, © member 3 - . every one of the Warner Bros. | : . es esl 
Joy last week bought the 20: i lavailability rating was determined by Freddie Rich winding up his scor- music publishing companies of Philadelphia, Sept 15 4 
terest, making them the sole own- | 2 special committee of seven pub-'| jing job on the Pine-Thomas produc- and from all claims and demands | Reese DuPree, oo ee . ae 
ers of the firm. The publishing | lishers The same function rom now | tion, ‘Submarine Alert.’ as to all matters of any and moter and songwriter, last week filed a ae 
house will hereafter be known as | 0" Will be perforn ed by the 12 pub- . . every nature whatsoever  be- articles of incorporation af 
; Santly-Joy. Inc her directors on the ASCAP bi Don Raye and Gene de Paul en tween the parties, during the DuPree, Inc., proposes to own, a 
The “rosby stock in S-J-S was in , — phasize the revival of bicycling in period from January 1, 1936, to lease and operate ‘hotel businesses, t : 
the name of Everett Crosby. Larry Ralph Barlow chestra booked |their ditty, ‘Two On a Bike,’ to be July 1, 1936 porting enterpri € promote enter- + 
Crosby has a stock interest in the nto Schroeder hotel, M lIwaukee., for ng in ‘P: ng tine ick’ at Uni- ‘It s unfortunate.’ the letter con- tainments, inciudging artist represen- i | 
Mayfair Music Co. two weeks opening last night (15) versal. cluded that 1 the process of re- | tation. uy | 
P ae ——————————— ————————————— —SE LL eames ceeacnmemitne et nino ms ii 
J “bea 
: p 4 
’ e . e o : ue 
| Definitely... 00 Gig +f Vocal Hit te Deez Purple at 
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(Popular Song Edition) 


Music by Louis Alter 


Lyric by Harold Adamson 


Hear the recordings by Tommy Dorsey, Jimmy Dorsey, Harry James, Dinah Shore, Jan Savitt, Sam Donahue, ‘Ray McKinley. 


Read the rave reviews in The Billboard (Sept. 12). You'll be convinced no song ever received such praise... such quick response ! 


MURRAY BAKER. Prof Mgr 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 799. Seventh Avenue, New York, N.Y. 
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Inside Stuff—Music 





Douglas Gilbert, who wrote a book on ‘American Vaudeville, Its Life 
and Times’ (Whittlesey) last year, comes up with ‘Lost Chords (The 
Diverting Story of American Popular Songs). published by Doubleday, 
Doran ($3.50). As the subtitle indicates, it’s diverting. reportorial, breezy 


Gilbert, 
onetime 


and easy reading. which is the expressed purpoge of the author 
a veteran feature writer on the N. Y. World-Telegram, its 
dramatic critic, is a professional interviewer, and this 
by the sequence of events that go to make up ‘Lost Chords.’ 

It's by no means the complete saga of Tin Pan Alley, but, by the very 
nature of the fertile, colorful field he attempts to cover, there probably 
can never be a ‘complete’ work in the sense of including all its manifold 
ramifications. Thus, from time to time there have come to light such 
diverse and variegated treatments of the same central subject from E. B. 
Marks (‘They All Sang’), which was essentially autobiographical; the 
autobiogs of Isidor Witmark and Charles K. Harris, treating with the 
glamorous mauve decade period of early Tin Pan Alleyiana; the occa- 
sional hack jobs of Sigmund Spaeth; the informative James J. Geller 
books (Famous Songs and Their Stories’ and ‘Grandfather's 


and 
he evidences anew 


Follies’); | 


*Gentleman Be Seated’ (Spaeth and Dailey Paskman’s saga of minstrelsy) | 


and others. 


Gilbert treats his subject chronologically, from Civil War Days to date, 
and evidences a fairly keen insight on a somewhat obtuse business. That 


he hints only slightly at the chicanery that goes with music publishing | 


and songwriting is consistent with his initial premise that this is to be a 
book for easy reading. It is that. 


out of the ‘Holiday 


Irving Berlin has a sleeper hit in ‘White Christmas,’ 
) score of 12 songs, While only five 


Inn evel & 


of the filmusical’s tunes will be plugged, and ‘Be Careful, It’s My Heart,’ 


(Paramount 
{raramount 


11 of them originals 


is prof. mgr. Dave Dreyer’s current plug song, the ‘Christmas’ ballad is | 


stepping out surprisingly. It sold 12,000 copies yesterday (Tues.) 
8,000 on Monday, and is doubling the combined sales to date of any of the 
pix other tunes. 

While Berlin, Inc., hit almost 700,000 copies with the Walt Disney ‘Snow 
White’ score, Berlin’s top filmusical or stage score was the ‘Top Hat’ 
music, which went 400,000 copies. ‘Fleet's In’ was around 350,000, and the 
others have been about even. The tempo of ‘Holiday Inn,’ however, in- 
dicates this set of songs may pass ‘Snow White,’ although not likely to 
hit the 1,000,000 copy sale mark. However, Berlin feels this may be 
achieved by his other songs from ‘This Is the Army’ (proceeds to Army 
Emergency Relief). 


The Robbins-Metro group, which consists of the Robbins Music Corp., 
Leo Feist, Inc., and Miller Music Co., last week issued royalty checks to 
writers for the initial six months of 1942. The payoff totaled $149,000. 








10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to ‘Variety.’ Names 
of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. 





and respective publishers.) 





i ees Bluebird 


3 F 4 : , { Abe Lyman 
1. Wears Silver Wings ») (Shapiro) i ; 
linc _— | Kay Kyser.. 
{Johnny Mercer...... Capitol 
1 Andrews Sisters......Decca 


...Bing Crosby 


2. Strip Polka (5) (E. H. Morris) 
3. Be Careful, My Heart (5) (Berlin).... 


{Glenn Miller 


4. Gal in Kalamazoo (4) (BVC) 
; * ) Jimmy Dorsey....... Decca 
; : {Jimmy Dorsey Decca 
§. My Devotion (3) (Santly)...... ene, paren te eee * 
4 ' : *} Vaughn Monroe .. Victor 
6. Idaho (9) (Mills) {Alvino Rey Bluebird 
‘it ia a aca ain | Benny Goodman. .Columbia | 
—— ‘ ny Dorsey....... ictc 
7. Just Though You're Here (3) (Yankee). | Tommy Dorse; Victor 
{Russ Morgan.........Decca 
8. Stage Door Canteen (1) (Army) ao j San my Kaye Vict I 
i Charlie Spivak. Columbia 
— a ' wmbhic 
9 He's My Guy (1) (Leeds). ...........0. ; aeey conan Columbia 
; 1 Tommy Dorsey.......Victor 
10. Wonder When My Baby (5) (Remick).. } Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 


|} Sammy Kaye ... Victor 


OTHER FAVORITES 





(These records are directly below first 10 in popularity. Tunes with 
number of weeks in parenthesis are fading, others gaining.) 

By Light Silvery Moon (6) (Remick)...... ) Ray Noble . C olumbia 

{Dick Stabile ......... Decca 

All I Need Is You (9) (Miller)... {Ella Fitzgerald ......Decca 


} Vaughn Monroe ,.... Victor 


I Came to Talk for Joe (Shapiro) Sammy Kaye aaa - Victor 
iKing Sisters ...... -- Victor } 
; Guy Lombardo Decca 
Met Her on Monday (ABC)... ) 8 ee see ~ 
j /Freddy Martin....... Victor 
. —_ {| Bing Crosby Decca 
Eve \ Abo Tt I e (W oO F - bs coecee 
; | Jimmy Dorsey ....... Decca 
Take Me (BVC) {Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 
: * } Benny Goodman. .Columbia 
CX ta Lone (Femnue) ‘Bing Croeby ...sccees Decca 
Tee ea See *) Dinah Shore ....- Victor | 
i 
- Guy Lombardo...... Decca 
Put Put (Miller)....... occse i g ; 
' *?) Barry Wood....... Bluebird 
, . . . . {Vaughn Monroe...... Victor 
When Lights Go On Again (CLP).. ) Vaughn 
. ? o fies: 8. aeerer Te Bluebird 
Boy in Khaki (ABC). \ Bing Crosby coceceeses Decca 
A) i TS ae A War ag (Tommy Dorsey....... Victor 














r—COMING UP FAST!— 
POUND YOUR TABLE POLKA 


RECORDED BY: 
® MARY MARTIN and HORACE HEIDT—Columbia 
® LAWRENCE WELK—Decca 
® RENE MUSETTE—Victor 
® BARRY SISTERS—Standard 


@ Professional copies available. Orchestration by JACK MASON i) 


COLOMIAL MUSIC PUB. CO., Inc, ** “ort ** St. Now York. N. x. 


J1M DURKIN, Mer. 7016 Meirose Ave., Holly wood, Cal. 





















and | 


| 


| 


| 





cocce OMMMDIA | 


er Victor | 


parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings| ager of ‘Army,’ at which time the 


...+..Decca | ten 


| 
} 











‘Army’ 


——— (ontinued from page * 





who 


' office, three being civilians, 
have been on the job for iong 
hours daily. An. additional halt 


dozen soldiers are detailed to work 
on mail orders. 

Average number of orders through 
while be- 





banned buys, but, as the ‘Army’ man- 
agement insisted they pay for all! 
tickets in advance with no returns, | 
a buy did actually exist Code 
said the agency people should 
called their attention the 
on. broker is known to 
have been stuck with any ‘Army’ 
tickets, so great is the demand. 


heads 
have to 


firor AT 
Situal NO 





- Shosty Symph 


Continued from page 43 











fees in the United States and all 
other income that accrues to pub- | 
lishers and composers stems only | 
from the U. S. copyright act of 1909. | 
In act, Congress on behalf of 
the people, gives certain rights to | 
|authors and composers, for the bene- 
fit of the people. 

These rights amount to a mon 


| 
this 


poly 


7 


Whoici Is ONLY bimitea py l 


’ At 
it’s hard to see how the 
benefits by giving a 
ely few people a 


‘ ‘ LITi©¢ 
first glance 
public 


paratiy 


com- 
monopoly, 


put aoe 

It was long ago recognized that if 
j}authors and composers (and inven- 
|} tors, etc.) were not given the right 


| to earn income from thei respective 
works they’d be forced to other oc- | 
cupatiqns to earn their living and/| 
much of the world’s beautiful music 
might never have been written. By 
placing a time limit on the monop- | 
Oly, a public domain is created into | 
which, sooner or later, all music goes | 
and which may be used by anyone 
without strings. 
Benefit of the Act 

In passing the Act, Congress wisely 
inserted the provision that the bene- | 
fits of the act would also apply to 
authors and composers of foreign 
countries provided their countries 


j 





| Save similar benefits to authors i 


composers of the United States. The 
existence of reciprocal conditions to | 
be determined by Presidential | 
proclamation. Since in Russia only | 
the state may hold monopolies and 





trol a copyright. Russian composers 


not individuals, no author or com- | 
poser, U. S. or otherwise, may con- | 


NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all fou) 
networks—NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutual—as represented by WEAF, WJZ. 
WABC and WOR, N. Y. Compilation herewith covers week beginning 
Monday through Sunday Sept. 7-13 from 5 p.m. to 1 am. and igs 
based on data provided by Accurate Reporting Service regular source for 
music publishing industry 








the mail is 1,000 daily, 
tween $16,000 and $17,000 has been TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
taken in per day, an unheard of Got Gal Kalamazoo— ‘Orchestra Wives’... . BVC Pada hue kta <0 enw 37 
pace. Soldiers working in the office | South Wind Stet eeteee eee tee see neeeertees Witmark .... 30 
and ticket department are detailed | Serenade In Blue—?‘Orchestra Wives’......... 4 re .. 2 
under Army regulations just as if| **Left Heart at Canteen....................., Army ......... 95 
on duty in camp or combat. That) ee En oe came u bend babes ne ne Ocbeeac- 95 
procedure is followed even when the | Dearly Beloved—i'You Never Lovelier’ . Chappell 23 
men receive their weekly mainten- | SES ee oe oo Ret oe el ee eRe riers — ee ee ae 99 
ance pay. being called upon the | Wears Pair Silver Wings............... in Gee ke we 2 
stage singly. Each man gets $19.25) Can't Get Out Mood—‘‘Seven Days Leav OO SS ee eee 2 
weekly, an increase from the orig-| Just Though You Here soap sk ele ERE | eee 2? 
inal maintenance allowance. which is| Wonder When Baby’s Coming... ..Crawford ..... »” 
in addition to Ghete: remalar ATi | BOE BE SEU oo cee csc ciee ce ccsescbcntoene cee SY Bawessvees «odeaws 2) 
pay. Whatever their detail, they! Be Careful, My Heart—*‘Holiday Inn’......... Berlin .. 19 
must drill daily. Top kicks attend; This Is Worth Fighting For..... . Harms 19 
to that. | At Last—t'Orchestra Wives’. ..............se08 SRS eee oe 18 
Adjourn Case vs. Broker | Jingle Jangle Jingle. dates cca ouee& ... Paramount 13 
Case avainst a N. Y. broker, who| “When the Lights Go on Again -CLP 15 
| allegedly sold tickets for ‘This Is the | I Came Here For Joe 3 ... Shapiro 14 
not i |*Love Is a Song—*‘Bambi’.... .. BMI 14 
Army’ (Broadway) at $8.80 each, = 
was ‘abruptly adjourned by the en-| Manhattan Serenade Robbins ee eee 14 
forcement board of the ticket code Strictly Instrumental < herio caeuas 14 
ently There had been a com- | Where the Mountains Meet Sky caves Republic wes) 14 
ore against the agency but.| You Never Lovelier—*"You Never Lovelier’. See ee i4 
after the code bunch huddled sev- |! Met Her Monday Pees hoe 004 ts 3 
‘eral times, it is understood that no| Just Letter From Home er 12 
concrete proof of gypping had been | **This Is the Army Mr. Jones sete eens . Army 12 
produced; also that the board could | Conchita Lopez—*'Prioritics On Parade’....... Famous 11 
not agree in meting out punishment | Take Me seen eee ees ; Dette scenes seeeee BVC teen ees it 
unless the evidence was clear. Board There'll Never Be Another You—j‘Iceland’... Morris .,......... hi 
can suspend an agency for a period; When You're Long Way From Home REY vce vicisscus il 
of months upwards of a year, dur-| By Light Silvery Moon......... envseescecseg MOMUMEE sesceccerrescess 10 
ing which time no tickets could be ee Dis eels pha pieamnih cet en eens ES ee rr 10 
allotted. I'm Old Fashioned—*'You Never Lovelier’..., Chappell 10 
Matter was but partly compliceted | Sleepy Lagoon ..... Stee tee eeteeeee sere ee ees a — aE REO ee Srey 10 
when it was stated that the involved Every Night About MEG péecedbanes5e cree ™ PEE <4 s'dlwikG/ay 4s vk be’ 8 
agency's books had been summoned I Get Neck of Chicken ., southern ..... a 
by Samuel Litwin, attorney for the| “Paper Doll ................, -oe Marks .............045, 8 
tax collector in N. Y. There is no| Singing Sands Alamosa p Remick 8 
federal law limiting the price of| Blue Skies ............ eT OEE Tey .. Berlin 7 
tickets, but the Government wants, Brazil ........ were rrr es ik tees , Southern ws 7 
11% on all money in excess of 75c|Embraceable You ...............+00-05: .... Harms ...>... 7 
premium, 10° applying up to that} Mary’s Name—i'Yankee Doodle Dandy’.. Serene | 7 
amount Sate law, still not tested | One Dozen Roses ond Famous 7 
legally, and the code set the ceiling| Pennsylvania Polka , Shapiro T 
lat 75c. Complaints are _ reported *“Was It Worth It?... ., Melodylane y 
|made to Federal authorities about | *At the Crossroads , Marks 6 
barefaced gypping but squawks are | Do You Miss Sweetheart a Paramount 6 
believed to be few. Everything I Got—i‘By Jupiter’ ., Chappell 6 
Recently the brokers were called| Hip Hip Hooray oo ; 
Figures and names in|in by A. L. Berman, general man-| Kille Kille ..... isiee rv» Alda } 
|New York Nocturne as , Robbins 6 
|number of agencies getting tickets | You're Grand Flag—?‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’.. Vogel 6 
was sliced almost in half and allot-| You're Too Good ...........6..:..cceeeeeeees Mutual 6 
ments of others chopped 50% Ticket! A Boy In Khaki Salis a 5 
men pointed out that they had put| Here You Are—?‘My Gal Sal’.... ve nag ; 
| their money on the line before show | Rolleo Rolling Along see e Milde: 4 
|opened and that if ‘Army’ hadn't got- | Heather Is Blooming Scotland . Red Stal i) 
so strong a press they might| Johnny Doughboy ............... , Crawford 5 
have been stuck with unsold tickets. | = , 
That argument failed to register. * Indicates BMI licensing: others are via ASCAP. 4 Fulmu ical 
| Code was tardy in getting in on}? Legitimate. ** ‘This Is the Army’ publishing subsid, licensed freely to alt 
the ‘Army’ ticket matter. Signatory | “S&T Re ae ee = 
brokers frankly said the rules!” °°». = ‘es 


copyrighted arrangements of these 
works from performing fees is negli- 
gible since no one is obligated to use 
the arrangement and may use the 
original without fee. 


are therefore barred from the bene- 
fits of the U. S. act, since U. S. com- | 
posers are not given copyright pro-| 
tection by the U.S.S.R. How Russian 


composers are taken care of by their 


government, I don't know But it You might wonder why a corporal 
doesn’t matter since this is not tO)jn the U. S. Army should be inte 
take sides as to which is the fairer| ested in the music business, but I 
method, but only to set the record! worked for Robbins Music Corp. for 
straight three years and for Mutual Music 
I certainly am in sympathy with| Society, Inc. since it was organized 
the fact that the composers are not and ‘once a music man always A 
collecting any royalties, but it cer-| music man.’ I'd like you to publish 
tainly is not the fault of United States| this letter in the interests of ac- 
publishers. This music is in the) cyrate news and fair play. 
public domain here and the pub- Bernard J. Sabia. 


lishers who reprint it are (although 
quite aside from this consideration) (een — — 
acting in the public interest since = 


music in the public domain or copy- | ‘The Song Of The Hour’ 


righted arrangements of it. 




















is sold |]j 
much cheaper because of the competi- | | 
| 


tion and unless a copyrighted ar- 

rangement is used, it may be per- e 
formed without fee by anyone and | fj (America Needs Me) 
O again the public benefits by being | I 
able to hear it as often as it likes |} x * * 

when it might otherwise be re All.Material Available 


stricted 

Am-Rus’ complaint | . Romete ORCH 
just a ‘gripe.’ The% too are free to @ VOCAL—3 KEYS 
make their own arrangements of it | 


and copyright their arrangements if AMERICAN MUSIC, Inc. 


therefore IS 


they so choose. Another thing the | 9153 Sunset Bivd. 
article fails to point out is that the “Hollywood, Calif. 
income to the publishers who have 






































Bing Crosby 
With Bob Crosby’s Bob Cats (Decca 18371) 


Ernest Tubb (Decca 5958) Dick Robertson 


WALKING 
THE FLOOR 


. (Decca 4189) Bob Atcher (Okeh 6496) 
OVER YO U AMERICAN MUSIC, Inc. a 

















“STRICTLY INSTRUMENTAL” 


RECORDED BY 
HARRY JAMES (COL.) BOB CHESTER (BLUEBIRD) 
JERRY WALD (DECCA) JIMMIE LUNCEFORD (DECCA) 


CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC. 
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And Pass The Ammunition: 
. 
Words and Music by’ FRANK LOESSER 
Voice 
Down went the gun - ner, a | bul - let was his fate Ste 
Bee 
Down went the gun-ner, and then the gun-ners mate Up jumped the sky pi- fot, eee 
£ 
regarded gave theboys a look Andmanned the gun himself as he laid a-side TheBook, shouting; 
KAY jo Refrain 
BIA 
goLuM . —— 
CORDS / “Praise TheLord, and passthe am-mu-ni-tion! Praise TheLord, and passthe am-mu- ni-tion! 
~ == =< +6 + $+ 3 conn 45) 
| oo see ee spe ge | 
Ty) T Te maa : 
Praise TheLord, and passthe am-mu-ni-tionandwell all stay freel Praise The Lord, and 


















swing in-to po-si-tion, Can't af-ford to sit a-round a’-wish-in’, Praise The Lord, we're 






















i 1 i A + 
o + —— 
ET oO ——< a 
all be-tween per- di-tionand the deep blue sea!” Yes the sky pi-lot said it You've 








got to give him cred- it for a son-of- &-+-gen of a gun-ner was 















he, Shout-ing: “Praise The Lord, we're on a might - y mis- sion! 


¢ 





All a-board! We're not a - go-in’ fish-in’ Praise The Lord, and 
ic ak | 








pass the am-mu-ni-tion and well all stay free,” free.” 


Copyright MCMXLII by Famous Musie Corporation, 1619 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 
International Copyright Secured Made in U.S. A. All Rights Reserved 
Any arrangement or adaptation of this composition without the consent of the publisher ts an infringement of copyright 








Published by 
FAMOUS MUSIC CORPORATION .- - 1619 BROADWAY, 





Publishers to Paramount Pictures +» « Sidney Kornheiser, 
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Night Club Reviews 





HURRICANE, N. Y. 


Harry Puck Production with Willie 
Shore, Cabot & Dresden, Bankoff & 
Cannon, Jerry Bergman, Roy Camp- 
bell’s Debutones (6), Alphonse Berg, 





Line of 10, Richard Warren Orch 
(9). Bobby Quinto Rhumba (5); $1.25 
minimum dinner, $2 minimum sup- 
per. 





Was a time not so long ago when 

illy Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe ran 
the other spots off Broadway, but 
now there seems to be room for 
more. The Latin Quarter, Mother 
Kelly’s, La Conga, Havana-Madrid, 
Ubangi and this—the Hurricane— 
are all flourishing. Not to mention 
the Astor Roof, the bands at the two 
Maria Kramer hotels (Edison and 
Lincoln), Jack Dempsey’s with its 
elaborated show, Rogers’ Corner on 
8th ave. and 50th (the old Demp- 
sey’s), several other 8th Ave. spots, 
plus the new Aquarium on Broad- 
way, which opens with the Ink 
Spots, Johnny McGee orch and other 
acts tonight (Wed.), plus an assort- 
ment of side-street joints with divers 
entertainments. 

That's the answer to the new 
Times Square, more hectic and a-- 
tive in its dimout aspect, with mill- 
ing crowds of nearby defense work- 
ers making weekend whoopee; visit- 
ing service men, free 'n’ easy spend- 
ers, and the like. 

The weekends are almost imp9s- 
sible from a native’s viewpoint, but 
midweek business is also consistent- 
ly good. Result is that the purse- 
strings are loosed, and thus the 
closely grouped Latin Quarter, 
Mother Kelly’s and Hurricane de 
more than their share of business. 
(And don’t forget Lindy’s, Roth's, 
the Brass Rail and other straight 
eateries, which don’t give their food 
away either). 

Harry Puck’s induetion into the 
Hurricane was a wise move. Co- 
incidentally business has spurted. 


ness, and yet has a generous quota 
to go around for solid returns. He's 
at ease as an emcee and socko as 
a soloist with his extraordinary 
hoofing. comic fol-de-rol and general 
droll style. He's destined for the 
heights but should start watching 
himself with those Yiddish ad libs 
It’s never good showmanship, and 
needless for him. Otherwise ‘e's 
worth a visit to the Hurricane with 
or without Puck’s prime floorshow. 

Cabot & Dresden and Jerry Berg- 
man (latter under New Acts) #re 
more than OK for the league. Ban- 
koff & Cannon are hokum ballroom- 
ologists, distinguished by his un- 
usual makeup and foiling. A vaude 
vet. of the ‘Bankoff and Vest-On 
family of Russe comedy steppers, the 
team fills a neat slot. 

Cabot & Dresden do two routines, 
and in both they are distinguished 
by a neat, professional style that 
is a cross between the classic and 
the acrobatic. Highlights are his amaz- 
ing holds, done with consummate 
ease, and her neat manner of work- 
ing with him. A personable pair, 
the blonde looks cool throughout, as 
he whirls her in one upside-down 
routine, and then propels her in a 
breakneck whirlaway sequence. 
Team would do well in a production, 


with proper presentation, and is a} 


cinch for cafe or rostrum work. 

The Debutones (6) look like a set 
of three sister teams. Roy Campbell 
tutored them in their harmonics. 
Make a nice flash. Alphonse Serg 
repeats with his stylist hoke. drap- 
ing the line girls as ‘models,’ and 
engaging in a zingy piece of comedy 
business with Shore. Richard War- 
ren’s nine-man team plays a neat 
show accomp and also OK for the 
hoof: ditto Bobby Quinto’s rhumba 
combo. 

Per usual, the now Broadway his- 


toric Albert Berryman is at the door, ; 


a suave, affable personality greeter 
Berryman has hosted thousands upon 
thousands of Broadwayfarers through 
scores of pre- and post-Prohibition 





The professional touch «is patent for, 
with a still not profligate budget, he 
has done exceedingly well with his | 
10 girls, and his production effects. | 
A little luminous paint, proper pac- 
ing, a nice flash intro (such as that 

descending-from-the-ceiling tableau) 


and Puck has himself a show that 

looks even better than it rates. 
However, in this instance, the in- 

gredients are decidedly there. Wil- | 


lie Shore is indeed a star-is-born. | 
He’s proved that on his N. Y. Par- 
amount advent and, in more intimate 
closeup in a cafe floor, he evidences 
why the Chicagoans went for him 
at Chez Paree in a great big way. 
Shore is an inspired zany. A hy- 


brid who’s reminiscent of Ray Bolger | 


and Milton Berle in some respecis, 


niteries (when they were called cab- 
arets, not supper clubs or theatre- 
restaurants) and is one of Main 
Street's permanent fixtures. 
Abel. 


CHEZ PAREE, CHI 


Chicago. Sept. 12. 


Gracie Fields, Sammy 


Walsh, 


New ‘Priorities’ OK 76 





New Haven, Sept. 15. 

‘Priorities of "43° preem, the new 
season’s tee-offer at the Shubert, 
came in for five weekend perform- 
ances (10-12) and carted off neat 
estimated $7,000 at $2.20 top. 

Biz was tops at night shows, but 
got only so-so response on Fri.-Sat. 
mats. 








San Francisco, Sept. 15. 

After tangling with mostly small 
fry in its non-stop crackdown on 
lecal bars, State Board of Equaliza- 
tion yesterday (14) went after big 
game, citing two of Frisco’s toniest 
hotels, the Palace and Mark Hop- 
kins, to show cause why their liquor 
licenses should not be revoked or 
suspended. 

The liquor board enforcement 
body cited 10 other drinkeries, in- 
eluding Will King’s Koffee Kup and 
Black Cat Cafe, artist hangout, at 
ithe same time. Hostelries were 
charged with sale of liquor to 
minors and sale to soldiers after 
hours. Hearings before board was 
set for Thursday (17). 








DiGatanos Drop Out Of 
Waldorf Due to Injury 


Jayne and Adam (The) DiGatanos 
pulled out of the Waldorf Astoria 
hotel, N. Y., show Saturday night 
(12) because of the femme’s in- 
jured gam. 

They had originally been set to 
remain until Oct. 1. 


It’s Now Official 


Albany, N. Y., Sept. 15 
| Orpheum Circuit Bookings Corp., 
| New York, has been dissolved. 








Papers to this effect have been filed 


with the secretary of state in Al- 


Robinson Twins, D’Ivons, Bob Brom-|bany by Radio-Keith-Orpheum Corp., 


ley. Adorables, Buddy, 
Orch; $3-$350 minimum. 


. ’ inati ~ | ; ' " ° 
Oue of those happy combinations | oyit Booking Corp. is a 
| of acts, topped by a really outstand- | 
jing star 


It all provides a fine eve- 
ning’s diversion. Gracie Fields is the 
topper, and rightly so. 





he’s thoroughly original. He throws 
away plenty of lines and bits of busi- 


Sammy Walsh, who opens the 
(Continued on page 55) 
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* Just finished—16 weeks 
at Latin Quarter, N. Y. 
(Thanks to Lou Walters). 

* 3 weeks—Chez Paree, 
Chicago. 


THREE 


WINTER SISTERS 


FASTEST THREE GIRL ACROBATIC ACT APPEARING IN THEATRES 


* Now playing—Riverside, 
Milwaukee. 

* Next week—Oriental, 
Chicago. 


+ 











Personal Management: HARRY NAT 





HAN®O, Inc., 48 W. 48th St., N. ¥. €. 





Franklin} 1270 Sixth avenue, New York City. 





Dissolving of the Orpheum Cir- 
mere for- 

melity, there not having been a 
|; vaude booking setup for Orpheum 


| theatres, now in the RKO setup, in 
| years. 








Saranac Lake 





| 

| By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., Sept. 15. 

} Jack (WOR) Mulvaney reports 
| from his home in Baldwin, L. L, 


that he is feeling tops and will soon 
resume his duties on Mutual. 

A hot deg roast was tendered to 
some of the gang skedded to g0 
home on the lawn of the Will 
Rogers. Among those devouring the 
puppies were Colin Tracy, Peggy 
McCarthy, Edna Ball, Jerry Sager, 
Victor Rockiter, Muriel Eddy and 
Frank McDonnell. 
Ben Schaffer emceed. 


Jack Phillips, ex-comic and nite- 
spot owner who made the grade 
here, has gone to Boston and points 
east to m.c. night clubs for the 
winter. His frau stooges for him. 


Max Smallens, supervising the 
building of mode! planes at the Will 
Rogers, reports that with the aid of 
Harry Feingold, Johnny Jones, 
Richard Sontag and Roger Keene, 
he has, to date, shipped 31 model 


Guild, deserves special 
his efforts in the project. 


Greary for her initial interest. 

John Eaton, ex-legit and musical 
comedy artist, all hopped up over 
the visit of his pa and ma accom- 
panied by Gene Catherman, who 
shot in from Scranton. John is 
staging a 100% comeback. 


Elizabeth Blake, of N. Y., bedsided 
Jordie McLean, Broadway legit ac- 
tress, who is making the grade at 
the Rogers. 

Smallest registrations of visitors 
at the Will Rogers in its history over 
Labor Day. Gas-rationing the cause. 

Thanks to Weaver Bros. & Elviry 
for the timely Labor Day greetings. 
They stated ‘wish you were all 
working and us laying off.’ 

Hotel Saranac orch folded after a 
successful summer run. 

Pontiac theatre, Lions Club and 
the Elks rate 1-2-3 in selling bonds 
and war stamps. 

Harold Wilkins, amateur producer 
and musician who was stationed in 
Iceland, received his honorable dis- 
charge. He has stomach disorder. 





(Write to those who are ill.) 





In New Haven Break-In 


Eddie Vogt and | 
' 
| 
| 


planes to the Navy department in | 
Washington, D. C. Martin Koop, of | 
the Saranac Lake Study and Crafts | 
credit ‘for | 
A mess } 
of thanks also to Mrs. Homer Mc- | 


USO UNIT FOR BERMUDA 


Yvette Heads It As Benny Fields 
Fereced te Bow Out 
After a weekend of off-again-on- 
again between the Army and the 
State Department, USO-Camp Shows 
clippered a troupe of four people 
into Bermuda for an 8-day route of 
military bases on that island. 
Troupe, consisting of Yvette, who 
will double as m.c.. Ken Whitmer, 
Linda Moody and Howard Tifft, lat- 
ter the accompanist, was okayed by 
the State Dept., approved by the 


PALACE, HOPKINS HOTELS iirc siccn Ciipper at 6:30 am. yes 
S. F., CITED ON RUM RAP 


terday (15). Unit is due in Bermuda 
at lunch time. 

Benny Fields, originally set to 
head the troupe, had to bow out at 
the last minute when the Army 
medicos refused to okay his going 
since he had a slight head cold and 
they wouldn't risk complicating it 
by giving him inoculations required 
by regulations. Monday morning 
the show was declared off but later 
favorable word came up from Wash- 
ington and the troupe was recalled, 
papers filed and okays received 
within three hours. 


L. A. LOCAL LIFTS TOP 
NITERY SCALE TO $90 


Hollywood, Sept. 15. 

Wage boosts for the bandmen in 
this district go into effect today 
(Tues.) as a result of a reclassifica- 
tion of all hotels, niteries, ballrooms 
and cafes by Musicians Local 47. 
New scale calls for a minimum of 
$30 a week and a maximum of $90 
in the more prosperous spots, 

Union investigators have made 
close inspections of 450 eateries, 
drinkeries and danceries and de- 
clared they are all making enough 
money to pay the new wages. There 
is a shortage of musicians, caused by 








drafts and enlistments, taking ap- 
proximately 1,000 men from Local 
47. 





Joe Lewis Heads Oct. 15 
Opening of N. Y. Copa 


Monte Proser’s new Copacabana, 
|N. Y., nitery revue is due to reopen 
| Oct. 15, with Joe E. Lewis again 
| headlining. Berry Bros., Connie 
Russell, Pierre (ex-Porter &) de 
| Angelo and eight gals also on tap. 
| Ted Straeter is the band. 
| Don Loper, before reporting to 
| Paramount as dance partner op- 
posite Ginger Rogers in ‘Lady in 
ithe Dark,’ is staging the Copa show. 











} 
| Piano-less Theatre 


USO-Camp Shows 
| variety 


| 





talent continue as planned 
on Thursday afternoons 
p.m., but have been 
jthe previously announced Forrest 
theatre to Nola Studios in N. Y. 
The Forrest theatre has no piano. 





auditions for | 


from 2-5 | 
shifted from | 


ANYWAY, BO. IN 
NO. PLENTY OK. 


-~— —— — 


New Orleans, Sept. 15. 
City officials, the Association of 
Commerce and the heads of this old 


town’s civic clubs are plenty 
‘purned’ over Life magazine's crack 
that citizens ‘frequent the night 


clubs in such droves that the city 
amusement tax was 40% higher this 
June than June, 1941." 


Any increase in the funds from 
the amusement tax are caused by a 
large increase in population and by 
service men who visit the city by 
the thousands, Mayor Robert S. 
Maestri pointed out. 


‘New Orleans must have a 20% 
increase in population, George F. 
Schneider, manager of the Associa- 
tion of Commerce, said Saturday 
(12). ‘Now, we must have closed to 
600,000 than 500,000 persons here, 
because of the many war industries, 
especially shipbuilding, and because 
of the Army and Navy personnel 
stationed here. 

‘Too, defense workers are making 
more money and _ consequently 
spending more. It seems to me that 
most of the tax receipts would come 
from motion pictures and prize- 
fights, as far as defense workers are 
concerned, As to night clubs, about 
80° of the people in them are serv- 
ice men and their dates.’ 

Mayor Maestri also called atten- 
tion to the thousands of soldiers who 
visit the city for weekends looking 
for recreation and to the number of 
persons who come here to visit their 
boys. ‘I dén’t consider any increase 
in amusement tax in the least re- 
markable,’ he added dryly. 





New Nitery, La Conga, 
To Open Near Wash. 


New spot to be known as La Conga 
will open in Berwyn, Md., seven 
miles outside of Washington, D. C,, 
Friday (18). Herbert Curbello’s or- 
chestra, the Cansinos, Wally Wanger 
Girls and several other acts will com- 
prise the initial talent. 

Spot is the former Dude Ranch. 











PHIL 
REGAN 


OPENING SEPT. 14 
PALOMAR THEATRE 








SEATTLE 
Personal Representative: 
i FRANK VINCENT 
Beverly Hills, Calif, 
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THIS WEEK 


| 


| CHARLES 


And JESS 


Direction: 





LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 


Vaudeville’s New Laugh Hit 


With GEORGE HAGGERTY 


“THE ARMY’S MESS” 


(SEPT, 10) 


KEMPER 


MACK in 


CHAS, ALLEN 























Presents the 





Direction: 


Broadway’s Newest Sensation ! ! 


OBERTO DE VASCONCELLOS 
BELMONTE 


The Best Trained Highschooled Horse in America 


Now Playing ROXY, New York 





Wonder Horse 


ED RILEY 
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I Film, Tire-Gas Rationing Held Factors 
Likely to Cue Detroit Vaude Upsurge 


+ 








Detroit, Sept. 15. 
Limitation of film product, com- 
bined with the new regulations on 
car mileage, is expected to bring 
an upsurge of vaudeville in Detroit 
neighborhood theatres, long given to 


double-features and with = stage 
shows a rarity in these parts 
(These are factors that are 
held likely to boost vaudeville 


in other key cities throughout 
the country. | 

On present indications plenty of 
neighborhood houses are headed for 
the stage show policy with some big 
spending due of the 
boom. There has been no vaudeville 
in the nabes all summer, but the 
United Detroit chain broke the ice 
by installing acts in its newly ac- 
quired Mel, located in one of the 
major industrial suburbs. 

There are plenty of factors in 
favor of the substitution of stage 
shows for double features through- 
out Detroit. Theatremen here long 
have tried to break the two-pix pol- 
icy but, despite all the public 
clamor, the fans went to the double- 
bill houses. Under the film short- 
age and with a governmental reg- 
ulation clamped on car use, the 
nabes figure that the ones with 
vaudeville can take a big joy-ride 
for the duration. 

The biggest factor 
transportation | situation, 


heratic 7 a 
oecause local 


here is the 
which is 


brutal. Detroit, the automobile cen- 
ter, grew up without rapid trans- 
portation facilities. Today the sur- 
face streetcar and bus lines can’t 
handle the traffic, considering that 
an estimated 200,000 newcomers 


have settled here. People are only 
going downtown for strictly business, 
which is going to put the pinch on 
the downtown houses now that pri- 
vate driving is curtailed. 
The Right Policy 

United Detroit operates three of 
the five downtown first-runs but is 
only putting vaudeville in one of 
its nabes. This early the results 
seem to indicate that it’s the ght 
policy. The war workers, even if 
they could cram into a street 
for the downtown excursion, 
save more time by staying close to 
home. In fact, Boyd Senter, m.c.ing 
the Mel's show, is telling audiences, 
‘Why drive downtown and _ waste 
tires and gas?’ 

Within the next 
Vogue, another of 
and the Colonial, 
Schreiber, will be 
shows. In addition, 
Cohen will resume 
policy of bringing 


ri 
ai 


car 


the 
chain, 
Ray 


stage 


few weeks 
the U-D 
operated by 
nstalling 
Lou and Ben 
their last year 
in the big colored 
bands to the Paradise, to the 
Negro section here, which ran suc- 
cessfully _to mixed trade last season. 
Against that kind of competition 
it is going to put the pressure on 
the other large neighborhood houses 
which could support big shows. It 
probably will bring an odd price 
revision here which may see the 
nabe houses bringing their prices to 
the level, and possibly above that, of 
the downtown houses, and getting it. 
There’s plenty of money here and a 
recent price uppage in the first-runs 
didn’t bring the slightest beef. 


close 


USO-AGVA TO HUDDLE 


ON AL STONE’S BEEF 


Top execs of USO-Camp Shows, 
Inc., and the American Guild of Va- 


riety Artists, will meet later this 
week, probably on Friday, to dis- 
cuss the complaints against Camp 


Shows filed with AGVA by Al Stone 
and other ex-members of the ‘Hol- 
lywood Follies’ unit. 

The charges, filed by AGVA mem- 





bers who were dropped from the 
=. range from misuse of USO 
funds, to malicious dis crimination, to 
breach of contract. 
DAN FITCH’S UNIT 
Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 15. 


still | 





Dan Fitch, veteran showman, 
putting together a vaude unit in 
Salisbury, near here, for a southern | 
tour that will open in Georgia 
hortly. 


— ?; 


Nix Cleve. Case On 


Cafe Dance Permit 


Cleveland, Sept. 15. 

Legal clouds hanging over Fred- 
die’s Cafe ever since it was closed 
two months ago for operating with- 
out a dance permit were lifted Mon- 
day (14) when judge dismissed case. 

Freddie Meyers, operator’ of 
nitery, first tangled with city’s 
safety director Frank D. Celebrezze, 
when latter withheld permit from 


him for not building another safety 
exit in spot. Owner admitted on 


witness stand that there was danc- 
ing in his place June 25 when cops 
raided his cafe. Since he shuttered 
it two days later, the judge termed 
the case closed. 

Meyers intend: reopening his re- 
decorated club within fortnight. 





Citizens Group 
Sparks AGVA’s 


arlem Drive 


The American Guild of Variety | 
Artists’ drive to organize Harlem| 
(N. Y.) performers is being sparked 
by a Citizens Committee which will 
stage a mass meeting at the Abys- 
sinian Church, Harlem, on Sept. 28. 
Confab is scheduled for 4 p.m. 

The Citizens Committee includes 
Walter White, head of the National 


Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People; Judge Hubert T. 
Delaney and Rev. A. Clayton Powell. 
Latter is preacher at the Abyssinian 
Church, publisher of The 
Voice, a crusading Negro 
member of the City Council, 
got into the campaign via 
reporter of The Voice, 
who has been hammering at 
puny wages being paid in most 
lem spots. Other members of the 
Citizens Committee include John 
Hammond, ocialite; Dick Camp- 
bell, who he the Rose McClen- 
don players, and Elmer Cz offi- 
cer of the Negro A¢ Guild. 

AGVA representatives have 
invited to attend and follow 
of the CC in speaking to the per- 
formers. Understood that AGVA 
is prepared to proceed with the or- 
Zanizing drive just as 
Negro organizer is selected, 
at the mass meeting. 


Small Maps Own Vauder 
For Frisco With Barton, 


aa 
Nell 
the 


ads 
irter, 


‘tors 


members 


SOON as a 


poss ibly 





Har- | 


Veloz & Yolanda, Niesen’ 


BRANDT ot! 
TWO THEATRES 


Summer Legit Click Spurs 
No-Film, Reserved-Seat 
Policy at Flatbush, Brook- 
lyn, and Windsor, Bronx 








POP PRICES 


With picture house audiences al- 
ready conditioned to accept a re- 
served-seat policy via a summer 
season of legit, simon pure, two-a- 
day eendienliianne pictures, no 
stagehands, no amateurs, and weekly 
program changes in contrast to 
‘Priorities’ on Broadway—continues 
its comeback in the east on Oct. 12 
—and, ete. in Brooklyn and The 
Bronx, of all places. 

Bill Brandt is bringing vaude into 
the Flatbush, Brooklyn, and Wind- 
sor, Bronx, on a reserved-seat pol- 
icy despite, to quote Brandt, ‘the 
minute we handle boards’ (hard 
tickets) we have to unionize the 
whole house and do business with 


some 16 (count ’em) unions.’ It’s 
a problem that even the old Palace 
was not confronted with, Brandt 
points out. Brandt is also convert- 
ing the Central, on Broadway, cur- 
rently on a dual-pic policy, into a 
grind stage show house, with eight 
acts of vaudeville and a line of 22 
(but no strippers), opening Oct. 1. 
It will be the only pop-priced all 


vaude show in the Times Square sec- 


tor 

In his Brooklyn and Bronx thea- 
tres, to be scaled at 25-50c mati- 
nees and 40-50-75c-$1 nights, Brandt 
will try to bring back the one-act 
sketch as well as many of the old 
vaudeville standbys and their mod- 


ern equivalents. 


Legiters Cued Vaude 





People’s | 
weekly, a| 
and | 
the nitery | 


Dodson, | 


Ethel Barrymore, Jane Cowl, Ruth 
Chatteron, Paula Stone, Sylvia Sid- | 
ney, Charles gery Elisabeth | 
Bergner, Conrad Nagel, Canada Lee, 
Helen Gleason, Vivie nne Segal, 
Gloria Swanson, Ralph Forbes, and 
| others to the neighborhoods, and 
the Central theatre, Passaic, N. J.. 
leads Brandt to believe that all-| 
vaude shows are now practicable. If 
‘essful. he mav } ice ich 

hows into other house in the 


been | 


| Brandt not 





Paul Small, who agented the 
‘Show Time’ vaudery (George Jes- | 
sel) opening tonight (Wednesday) 


at the Broadhurst, N. Y., plans his 
own vaude show tor the Curran, San 
Francisco, Oct. 19. Small was re- 
jected by the Army last week fol 
physical reasons, 

He’s figuring on Veloz and Yo- 
landa, James Barton and Gertrude 
Niesen as headliners of the Frisco 
layout. 


Benny Fields to Start 


Name Policy in Village 





Greenwich Village figures it’s 
ready for a little boomlet all its 
own, amidst the general nitery up- 
beat, and the Greenwich Village Inn 
will start a name policy headlined 
by Benny Fields Oct. 1. The his- 
toric Sheridan Sq. hotel will shutter 
for a few days before reopening 
with Fields, a 10-piece band and 
three strong acts in support. 

William Mor ( 





Profitable response to the touring 
legiters w nich this summer brought 


Brandt circuit, a house in Newark and 


the Republic, just off Times Square, | 

having already been selected. 
Looking back over the revolving 

summer stock season just closed, | 


es that judging 
90% of the p 
in Brooklyn 


from their 
cture house 
and 


questions 


patrons 


the Bronx | 


“A-DAY FOR N. Y. NABE 








\Phocher, Jessel and ‘Wine, Women 


Shows Under New Run-of-Play 
AGVA Contracts; Mutual Benefits 





Harry Puck to Stage 
Shows at B’way Theatre 


Harry Puck, producing shows for 
the Star theatre, Brooklyn vauder 
under Raymond Bros.’ operation, 
and the Hurricane nitery on Broad- 
way, has been retained by Bill 
Brandt to handle production at the 
Central, Broadway pic grind which 
Brandt is switching to stage shows. 
He may later be called in to handle 
the Flatbush, Brooklyn, and Wind- 
sor, Bronx, if the policy at the Cen- 
tral is successful, both of the for- 
mer also being operated by the 
Brandt brothers. 


Provisional OK By 
Equity on ‘Wine’ In 
Takeover by AGVA 


—_—_—_— 








Actors Equity decided late yester- 


day afternoon (15) at a Council 
meeting in New York not to relin- 
quish any jurisdictional claims to 
‘Wine, Women and Song,’ the bur- 
lesk revue going into the Ambas- 
sador, N. Y., Sept. 28, nor to any 
similar show in the future. Instead, 


it is permitting Izzy Herk, producer 
of ‘Wine,’ to proceed under his 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
{| contract because of his commitment 
to Walter Greaza, AGVA prez, that 
the show would adhere to the 
formula used by Clifford C. Fischer 
in ‘Pi 
Greaza, 
execulive 
of Equity, have 
ters to this effect. The letters define, 
among other things, the opening and 
|closing numbers, the number of 
sketches, the appearance; 
by the and call for 
ion of a certain number 
Any 
tion from the ‘Priorities’ etup Bives 
Equity permis 


iorities.’ 
Herk and 
secretary 





Paul Dullzell, 
and treasurer 
exchanged _let- 


number of 


leading players, 


the inclu 


OL standard variety acts 


sion to assume juris- 


comes under vaudeville rather than 

legit. This enables ‘Wine’ to play 
| Seven days weekly without being 

nicked for extra pay to the cast. 


At press time last night executive 


devia- | 


; diction over the show. which now | 
| 


had never seen a legit show before | board of Local 802, AFM, had not yet 
in their lives. Customers would ask | decided its rating for the show. AFM 
if it was a ‘continuous’ performance, | 5 ale for legit is higher. 
why they hadn’t ever ahead of the| ‘Wine. opening late this month. 
title of the ‘picture’ befcre or if it] will play seven days, two shows 
was a ‘double bill.’ It took consider- | daily, with three performances Sat- 
able handling at first by the ushers] yrday and Sunday Normally, if 
to prevent early arrivals from grab-! burlesk. it would have come adler 
bing empty seats in more favorable | the jurisdiction of the Burlesque 
locations, clearing the ‘house was an-| Artists Assn., a Four A’s affiliate | 
other problem, and one customer | like Equity and AGVA, but BAA | 
stumped the experts by protesting| is dormant now and so AGVA as- | 
against the ‘no smoking’ sign, saying es the how’s jurisdiction 
he was an American citizen and de- When the forthcoming bdurley 
manding his ‘rights.’ how v reported some weeks ago. 
The prestige of the Barrymore Equity indicated its desire to protect 
name is rated as the greatest single ‘Star and Garter,’ Music Box, and 
asset in selling legit to suburbanites, 'other stage unions are understood 
though getting Miss Barrymore t0/to fee] the same way about it. In 
accept the booking was a major dip- | Sunday’s N.Y. Times. Brooks 
lomatic hurdle because she first Atkinson went into detail about | 
alked at the low admission scales | ‘stay’ and contended that. because 
(starting at 25c). She later reported | jt has a $4.40 top, some of the bur- 
that she had never played to | lesque bits are getting by, but at 
warmer, more enthusiastic audi- | 356 which. she says, was the admis- 
ences, all of which helped getting | cjon for the burly outfits banned | 
other name performers. | last season, it was something dif- | 
B’way Tgrs. Fought Price ferent. He suggested to the mayor 
Broadway manage! also fought | that there hould be no interference 
the low-priced legit policy which,!/ with ‘Star.’ John Mason Brown. in 
Brandt points out, is now being used| the World-Telegram on Saturday 
for ‘Claudia’ and ‘Eileen.’ There was | (12), wrote a rave on Bobby Clark 
considerable difficulty at the begin- | and Gypsy Rose Lee in ‘Star, with 
ning in persuading ! lagers to give | no con ment on the spice. 
the neighborhoods Broadway plays,!| ‘Wine’ Women and Song’ title 
the latter claiming sion | j; the p ic ae¢ ain It v tne 
prices were ‘ridicul * Bi it says | title of a Straus cl: c dating back 
) ff < 


7% 
wv 





Three new vaude shows, Clifford 
C. Fischer’s new ‘Priorities,’ ‘Show 
Time,’ headlining George Jessel, and 
‘Wine, Women and Song,’ will oper- 
ate with the new run-of-the-play 
AGVA contracts. ‘Priorities’ opened 
last night (Tuesday) at the 46th 
Street theatre, ‘Show Time’ opens to- 
night at the Broadhurst, and ‘Wine 
Women and Song’ opens at the Am- 





bassador on Sept. 28, all in New 
York. 

The new ticket calls for a two- 
week guarantee, gives the employer 
the option of two additional one- 
week options—or a total of four 


weeks—after which the producer 
has the option of continuing the 
performer under either of the fol- 
lowing terms: (a) Run-of-the-play 
contract for a maximum of six 
months, effective to the date of the 
original contract, plus an additional 
two-week guarantee, or a total guar- 


antee of at least six weeks’ work; 
(b) run-of-the-play contract for a 
maximum of one year, effective 


from the date of the original pact, 
with an additional guarantee of four 
weeks, or a total guarantee of eight 
weeks’ work; (c) the usual two- 
week contract which is binding until 
either party serves two weeks no- 
tice. 

The new pact figures to give both 
the producer and the performer pro- 
tection and an out in the event of a 
sudden and unexpected personal 
success. The producer is protected 
since he cannot be blackjacked for 
a wage tilt; the performer has an 
out since he can be hogtied, at the 
opening salary, for a maximum of 
only one year. 

Understood that AGVA polled its 
membership and received approval 
before issuing the new contract 


AGVA PREZ ‘FORCED’ 
TO QUIT IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Sept. 15, 

Richardson, nitery m.c. 
who resigned as presi- 
Philadelphia unit of the 
Variety Artists 
weeks ago, has charged he 
forced to resign because the 
was only that of a ‘figurehead’ 
the union was being dictated 
ito by the AGVA office staff 
| At the time of his re 
Richardson was 
was quitting the 
press of his per 
Wonca e he wanted to 
time with his family. Shortly 
he quit, his wife, Joan W 
submitted her resignation as a 


of the AGVA board. 


oer 


Coleman, John Kirby’ S 
Waldorf-Astoria Dates 








Frankie 
land singer, 
dent of the 
American 


tho,z 
j vila ce 


Guilt of 


was 
job 
and 
ignation, 
he 
of 
and 
more 
after 
illiams, 


quoted as stating 
office 
bu: 


pend 


because 


onal sine 


meme- 


Emil Coleman orchestra gets 
Waldorf hotel (N. Y.) job 
He opens the Wedgwood Room 
(former Empire Room) Oct 9, 
Xavier Cugat is the’ main 
that spot now, still situated 
| Starlight Roof. 

John Kirby’s small 
trea has also been signed for the 
| Waldorf. He will replace Evelyn 
| Tyner in the Lounge Restaurant on 
|} Oct. 15. 


Flo Bale Heads L. A. AGVA 


Los Angeles Sept. 15. 
chapter of the American 
of Variety Artists will 
by a 
next election. 
who w 
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LEGIT HITS COMING EARLY 





One-Act Play 
Contest Strictly 
For U.S. Soldiers 


A soldiers playwrighting contest 
has been arranged through Col. H. 
Clay Supplee by John Golden, ob- 
jective being to secure one-act plays 
which would be suitable for presen- 
tation in Army camps. Prizes in 
cash will be paid by the manager, 
who will guarantee the publication 
of the winning scripts in book form. 
There will be nine judges, consist- 
ing of authors and managers. Five 
awards will be made. 

Contest is open to all non-com- 
missioned men. Playlets shall not 
be for less than 15 minutes of play- 
ing time, nor more than 40 minutes. 
Contestants should use judgment as 
to the availability of stages in their 
particular camps, afd whether the 
scenery, costumes and _ properties 
their plots call for can be easily pro- 
curable. Scripts are to be submitted 
to the Special Service Officer, 2d 
Service Command, U. S. Army, room 
1200, 165 Broadway, N. Y., the dead- 
line being Dec. 21, noon. 

Those named to pass on the 
scripts: George Abbott, Guy Bolton, 
Rachel Crothers, Rose’ Franken, 
Frederick Lonsdale, Kenyon Nichol- 
son, Samson Raphaelson, Austin 
Strong, with Golden ex officio. The 
cash prizes: $100, Ist: $80, 2d; $60, 
3d; $40, 4th, and $20, 5th. 

Authors of the winning scripts 
shall receive royalties from the pub- 
lication of a book made up of the 
five plays, plus royalties for the 
rights if performed by little theatre 
or other civilian groups. It’s sfip- 
ulated that there shall be no royal- 
ties when performed in camps, posts 
or stations. Arrangements for civil- 
lan use are to be handled by Bar- 
rett Clark, of the Dramatists Guild 
Play Service. Sgt. Michael Wardell, 
of the publication section, Special 
Service Office, is releasing details 
of the contest simultaneously to all 
camps and posts in ‘The Yank,’ Army 
publication. 


PROV. LEGIT EFFORTS 
FLOPPING THUS FAR} 


Providence, Sept. 15. 

efforts to bring ‘up- 
lifting drama’ to Providence theatre- 
gZ0ers, with 
featured 
pretty much of a 
insofar as 





Playhouse’s 


and 
be 


outstanding stars 


players, is proving to 
thankless task 
patronage is concerned. 
Most disappointing was last week’s 
‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ with reports 
that biz was a good 60% off the 
average week’s take of $4,500. 
House has gone to considerable 


| 
' 
} 


| 
| 
2 
| 


Pains to make the productions :3 
cOlnplele as possible, but draw has 
been small, Among productions 
Staged were ‘Watch On the Rhine.’ 
‘Claudia,’ ‘George Washington Slept | 
Here,’ ‘Johnny Belinda.’ 





‘ . . 
Springfield Graduates 
™“% . 
From One-Night Class 
Springfield, Mass., Sept. 15. 
The most promising legit season 
the city has had in years is in sight. 
The Playgoers of Springfield, for the 
first time in three years, will be able 
to book more than one-night dates, 
according to Executive Secretary 
Milton Hale. 
The season opens Sept. 21-23 with 
‘My Sister Eileen’ with Betty Fur- 
ness. Other dates include: ‘The 
Merry Widow’ with Muriel Angelus, 
Oct. 20-21; Gilbert and Sullivan 
operettas by the Boston Opera com- 
pany Nov. 2-4; ‘The Firefly,’ Nov. 
17-18; ‘Junior Miss,’ Dec. 15-16; 
‘Spring Again’ with Grace George, 
Jan. 13; and ‘The Corn Is Green’ 
With Ethel Barrymore, May 12. 
Court Square theatre is now avail- 
able for extended engagements pro- 


| 





Almost An Angel 





A stew, who said he was a sea- 
man with the merchant marine, 
Passed the Miller, N. Y., Thurs- 
day (10), at intermission when 
‘Janie’ premiered. Seeing so 
many people in black and white, 
he wanted to know whether it 
was a funeral. Said he had a 
couple of hundred bucks in his 
kick and offered to buy several 
first-nighters a drink. 

Peering at the crowd again, he 
loudly invited the whole house 
to have a drink. No takers. 

Merchant marine people are 
often not paid for months, ar- 
rive with their pockets full of 
coin and are promptly taken. 


IST SHOW TO B’WAY IST 
TO ASK SALARY CUTS 


First drama of the new season, ‘I 
Killed the Count,’ Cort, N. Y., is also 
the first show to petition Equity for 
salary cut. Play drew doubtful no- 
tices and business since the premiere 
has been scanty. By the end of a 
week, Equity’s Cuts Board was asked 
to agree to the concession. Under- 
stood the management asked for a 
50% cut, but that did not meet ap- 
proval of the cast. 











Slice was agreed upon early this 
week, it is reported, with Equity 
stipulating that the show play at 
least two weeks more. Managerial 
end of the picture rights money, if 
‘Count’ is accepted by Hollywood, 
will be protected upon the comple- 
tion of three weeks at the Cort. 
Show was produced by Frank Car- 
rington and Agnes Morgan, with the 
Shuberts said to be inetrested. 

Revealed that the cast of ‘Guest 
in the House,’ a moderate success at 
the Plymouth last season, benefited 
from a cut salary agreement. One 
of the stipulations of that arrange- 
ment declared the players in on film 
rights, which were sold at the re- 
puted price of $80,000. Cast’s portion 
was on a pro rata basis of their con- 


tracted salaries and individual shares 








were as high as $300. Drama was 
produced by Paul and Stephen 
Ames, Wail Streeters who wanted | 


to close the play quickly after rub- | 


bering at the notices. Brothers have 
not announced further 
plans for the new season. 


Milw. Protects Itself 
For Legit Via Stock 


Milwaukee, Sept. 15. 
Faced by the prospect of limited 
legit fare due to the transportation 


production | 


‘SWITCH ON PAST 
EAGUNG IN OIGHT 


B.O. Entries to B’way Were 
Formerly Rare Before 
Late or Mid-Autumn— 
Half-Dozen Clicks Al- 
ready in Sight This Year 








OPTIMISTIC TRYOUTS 





Broadway is due for a distinct 


change of pace during the first part 
of the fall period. Granted that 
favorable out of town reports on 
new shows are accurate, it may be 
a runaway season. Usually the early 
crop of productions has been on the 
drab side, or in-betweeners, and a 
succession of flops has not been in- 
frequent. Indications at this time 


are that good things are on the way 
to town in more generous quantity 
than for many seasons. 

Heretofore, real clickers have not 
arrived until the middle or late 
autumn. This year, at least a ha’* 
dozen early incomers are named ; 
candidates for popularity, including 
one which has already opened. The 
opinion is not only that of local re- 
viewers, but observers who have 
made trips to tryout stands to look 
over the new product. Likely new 
winners are on the gay side, authors 
aiming for laughs. 

‘Vickie,’ which will 


bring pro- 


| ducer Frank Mandel back to Broad- 


way, is regarded as a pushover—a 
hit if not a smash—it being slated to 
bow in at the Plymouth next week. 
‘Strip For Action,’ a Lindsay and 


teamed with Oscar Serlin on the 








|Crouse concoction with the authors | 


managerial end, needs some fixing. | 


It is a two-acter, first part being 
alright, and it’s figured the authors 
can bring the balance up to par. It’s 
due at the National Sept. 24, but 
may stay out another week for re- 
vision. 

‘The Pirate,’ with the Lunts, 
opened in Madison, Wis., Monday | 
(14) and drew Chicago critics for the } 
premiere During rehearsals the 


iS. N. Behrman comedy was touted as 


situation, the Pabst theatre (Ind.) 
is putting ear muffs on what was} 
| planned last spring as a strawhat 


venture and will open its stock sea- 


'saw the performance say 


son Sept. 29 with ‘The Play’s the} 
Thing, featuring Francis Lederer. 
Arthur Sircom, director of the 
Dennis, Mass., summer theatre, will 
| produce here. 

Helen Jerome’s new play ‘Char- | 
|lotte Corday’ is scheduled for the| 
second week, with Somerset | 


| Maugham’s 


| Never 
j} and 


| 





bcoked for 


i thus far. 


ed notice is given sufficiently in 


lvai ice, 


| th 


‘Our Betters,’ 
George Bernard Shaw's ‘You 
Can Tell,’ with Romey Brent 
Karen Morley in the 


then 


roles. 

Adequate financing for the first 
four weeks has already been assured 
by a subscription drive sponsored by 
the Society of Allied Arts, with 
legit fans throughout Wisconsin con- 
tributing, and if general patronage 
justifies it the season will be pro- 
longed indefinitely. 


‘Eileen’ Tees Off St. L. 


St. Louis, Sept. 15. 
The 1942-43 legit season here tees 
off Sunday (27) with a one-week 
stand of ‘My Sister Eileen,’ which 
played a successful two-week en- 
gagement last season at the Amer- 
ican. The house will be scaled at 
$1.50. 
Only one other piece has been 
the burg’s sole legiter 
That is John Steinbeck’s 
‘The Moon Is Down,’ skedded for 
f Oct. 5. 


1 
a Ly 
f WeEeRK ( 


to follow, | 


* Wewuwr na 
a cinch. Play wright tS ana 


Guild planned in advance to keep it 
out of town until late October, when 
it is due at the Beck. By that time 


Theatre 


the show is expected to have its 
production nut out of the way. 
Of the first two musicals, ‘Count 


Me In,’ produced by 
Olsen & Johnson and half a dozen 
others, opened to mixed notices in 


| 
| 


the Shuberrts, | 


Boston tast week. Broadwayites who | 


it will be 


okay after some fixing. It goes into 


the Barrymore, N. Y., in couple of 
weeks. ‘Beat the Band,’ George 
Abbott’s musical, opens in New 
Haven Thursday (17) then goes to 
| Boston before arriving at the 46th | 
Street. 

‘Janie” third new show of the 
young Broadway season, opened last 
Thursday (10) at the Miller and 


| night 
leading 


| claimed capacity for 





drew a fairly favorable press 
attendance was satisfactory, 
while on Saturday the management 
both perform- 
ances. ‘I Killed the Count,’ which 
opened the previous week at the 
Cort, has been getting weak grosses 
and is in doubt. Previously Saro- 
yan’s short plays couldn’t make the 
grade at the Belasco. 


Holding ‘Count’ in Hub 








Boston, Sept. 15. 
Opening last Thursday night to 
|standees, the Olsen-Johnson-Shu- 


| bert’s musical, 
is doing a powerful busi- | 


‘Count Me In,’ at the 


Shubert, 


Second | 


;and, as he 
|anything, what about it. 


\Sertin Apologizes for Leventhal’s 
Moon on Road; Will Cancel Lease 


lip 





as 


Switched Virtue 


Brock Pemberton, who pre- 
sented ‘Janie’ at the Miller, N.Y., 
last week, inserted extra space 
ads in the dailies. Manager’s 
own comment in the copy, how- 
ever, attracted more attention, 
ending with: ‘It is so clean and 
pure I _ sometimes wonder 
whether I produced it’ (com- 
pared to ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ 
and ‘Strictly Dishonorable’). 

‘Janie’ opened Thursday (10) 
and claimed capacity by Satur- 
day. 


Saroyan Unlikely 
To Get Critic’s Job 
To Replace Watts 


Chances of William Saroyan get- 
ting the critic’s berth at the N.Y. 
Herald-Trrbune are not so good, ac- 
cording to inside reports. Howard 
Barnes continues to cover first nights 
and films, but it is believed the dual 
assignment will prove too arduous. 











It’s expected the Trib will select a l circuit during the summer. 


drama reviewer in another week or 
two. 

Saroyan attended an opening re- 
cently and, between acts, Joe Pihod- 
na, Trib’s drama newsman, told him 





that the paper might want a critic | 


(Saroyan ) 
The con- 
versation was in the form 
ter, but the next day Saroyan sent | 
the Trib a sample of how he would | 
write a Sunday or daily column, 
who he would talk about and who | 
he’d pass up. Article was written 


humorously, supposedly, and in the 
|Saroyan style, but it wasn’t a re- 
view. 


Richard Watts, Jr., Trib’s critic, 
who is on leave of absence, has been 
appointed press attache to the 
American Legation, Dublin, Ireland, 
where he will also represent the 
| Office of War Information and pub- 
lish a weekly to counter German 
| propaganda. 





‘NEW SHOE RESTRICTIONS 


WON'T HIT SHOW BIZ 


Washington, 
theatrical 

hampered by 
Board’s 
manufacture 
leather. 
which is part of historical or other 
costumes for theatrical productions 
is specifically exempt from the re- 
strictions imposed on the making of | 


Sept. 15. 
productions 
the War 


clamping down 


Costume 
will be 
Production 


not 


on footwear 


to save shoe Footwear 





slippers, shoes and boots. 
The manufacture, however, of the | 
| special wom en’s and children’s style 
| types known as ‘Militaire’ and ‘Ma- 
jorette’ boots worn by the high-step- 
| ping, baton-twirling girl drum ma- 
jors is definitely outlawed after 
Oct. 31. 


|} erth Cross,’ 


| 


| 


| 


iness ($3.30 top) and has started the | 


season off with plenty of momentum. 
The show, originally 


days only, will remain an additional 
week, moving into the Majestic next 
(21) ‘Beat the Band’ 


Monday 


nto the Shubert 


} 


slated for 10 | 


| legit production. 


Preminger Buys ‘Cross’ 
For Legit Adaptation 
Otto Preminger purchased ‘Sev- 


Book of the Month Club 
selection for October, for immediate 





as a move | 


| | Current London Shows 


} 
' 


wasn’t doing | 


of ban- at present. 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 15. 


Coming into Pittsburgh a day 
ahead of the ‘Strip for Action’ 
troupe to catch ‘Moon Is Down,’ 


which was winding up a week's en- 
gagement at Nixon, Oscar Serlin 
told newspapermen here he was so 
dissatisfied with the production of 
John Steinbeck’s play as it stands 
now that he was withdrawing the 
rights as soon as possible from Jules 
Leventhal. Although Serlin  ex- 
plained that he had nothing to do 
with the present shape of ‘Moon,’ he 
said his name was still associated 
with the enterprise and that was 
reason enough for him pulling it off 
the road. 

When the Steinbeck drama flopped 
in New York, Serlin agreed to lease 
the show to Leventhal, providing the 
latter secured the proper cast re- 
placements, but in last few weeks so 
many changes in the company have 
been made that only one or two 
people who were in it at the be- 
ginning of Leventhal’s sponsorship 
remain. Serlin told newspapermen 
he could hardly believe what he saw 
on stage of Nixon here and apolo- 
gized to the critics, one and all, for 
the show. 

Originally Leventhal only planned 
to tour ‘Moon’ over his N. Y. subway 
but biz 
was so good that UBO agreed to give 
‘Moon’ several regular season book- 
ings. Serlin said he’d have to have 
Steinbeck’s permission to withdraw 
the rights, but said he felt the author 
would agree when he (Serlin) told 
him what condition the play was in 
Reviewers here all com- 


pentane on the second-rate company. 





‘ARSENIC’ WILL GET 
L.A., FRISCO REPEATS 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace, which 


| played to extra chairs at the Curran, 


‘of four weeks there, 
a fortnight 


esse 
| originally booked 


last week, its second 
goes back for 
repeat at the Biltmore, 
Los Angeles, starting Sept. 28. After 
that date ‘Arsenic’ will double back 
to Frisco for a two-week booking at 
the Geary, starting Oct. 12 


San Francisco, 


Small stands on the Coast will 
follow, then repeat appearances in 
St. Louis and Chicago, show having 


three weeks alloted it in the !atter 
stand. Geary will be occupied by 
‘Claudia’ until ‘Arsenic’ returns. 


That comedy, too, has been cleaning 
up in Frisco, spotted next door to 
the larger Curran. ‘Claudia’ was 
for four weeks, 


|} date being extended to eight weeks. 





Seghers, will be 
Viola Brothers Shére. 
The producer-actor now on 
Coast, will head east as soon as the 
dramatization is complete, probably 
within three weeks, to start the pro- 
duction rolling. Book was almost 
sold to films 
consummated, 
ning up to $50,000. 


Book, by Anna | 
dramatized by | 


when the legit deal was | 
with the film bids run- | 


the 


Maxim Lieber; literary agent, and 
Sarah Rollitts, of the Salkow Agency, | 
handled the deal. 








London, Sept 15. 
‘All’s Fair,’ Whitehall. 
‘Blithe Spirit,’ St. James's 
Adelphi. 
Haymarket 
D’Oyly Carte Opera, Princess. 
Apollo 
‘Fine and Dandy,’ Saville 
‘Full Swing,’ Palace. 


‘Dancing Years,’ 
*‘Doctor’s Dilemma,’ 


‘Flarepath, 


‘Gangway,’ Palladium. 

‘Get a Lead of This,’ Hippodrome. 
‘Int'l Ballet, His Majesty's 
‘Lifeline,’ Duchess. 

‘Light and Shade,’ Ambassador. 
‘Maebeth,’ Piccadilly. 


‘Belle of New York,’ Coliseum. 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Savoy. 
‘Men in Shadows,’ Vaudeville. 
‘Morning Star,’ Globe. 

‘Murder Without Crime,’ Comedy. 
‘Night of the Garter,’ Strand. 

‘No Orchids for Blandish,’ Wales 
‘Quiet Week-End,’ Wyndham’s. 
‘Rebecca,’ Lyric. ° 
‘Rose-Marie,’ Stoll’s. 

Russian Ballet, Cambridge. 
Sadier’s Wells Ballet, New. 

‘Salt of Earth,’ Vaudeville. 

‘Sky High,’ Phoenix. 

‘Wild Rose,” Prince. 

‘Warn That Man,’ Garrick. 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Aldwych. 
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Plays Out of Town 





THE PIRATE 


Madison, Wis., Sept. 14. 
even scenes) | 


Cor i n th acts ( n scenes 
Ss ‘. Behrman, from ld play by Ludwig 
Fulda i tures Alfred Lunt Lynn Fon- 
tar Staged by Lunt and John ¢ Wil- 
son musi Herbert Kingsley: settings, 
Lemuel Ayers; costumes, Miles White; 
lances, Felicia Sorel. Presented by Play- 
wrights Co., in association with Th > 


Guild, at Wisconsin Union theatre, Madi- 
son, Wis., Sept. 14, °42. 


Pedro Varga ..Jdack Smart 


Manuela......ccee+.++++s++-ksynn Fontanne 
SOBUSUA. . cccsavecesess desedts lea Peninan 
BMOBs cs ccvecsoebees .Estelle Winwood 
CEDUCKO. .cccdectovese e-ee-e-James O'Neill 
Fisherboy ...ccccocccsess ..--Albert Popwell 
Prille....ccccceccccvesee +e...-Maurice Ellis 
Don Rolo... csecssecseseve e- .Walter Mosby 
PMLADRR. .cccceses so nuweaed Robert Emhardt 
Beran. .crcccececees ...+-.- Alfred Lunt 
DOUMEE 5 ccenenovaadet-s William Le Massena 
DRMOOR « n<%54 enene ...eee+.Muriel Ran 
Viceroy....+....6-...--Reynolds Denniston 

The Lunts have done it again. 


They have created a new play which 
will cause a lot of talk and argu- 
ments. As for money—it’s pretty 
much a cinch, in spite of the fact 
that an awful lot of people will be 
disappointed. 

The complication this time comes 
from the fact that Lunt and Fon- 
tanne—dragging playwright S. N. 
Behrman along with them—have de- 
cided that the time has come for es- 
cape entertainment. Their new play, 
‘The Pirate,’ is sheer unadulterated 
escape theatre. It has no hidden 
meanings. It has no reading be- 
tween the lines. It has no message. 
Coming from Sam Behrman, this is a 
bit of a surprise. Especially at times 
like these, when you would expect 
him to do a little yelling. But no. 
He chooses to laugh. Well, okay. If 
the theatre is ready for this type of 


play—and there always has been 
room for comedy—then, the show 
is in. 


It is witty and it is funny. At 
times it reminds of ‘Reunion in Vi- 
enna.’ At other times of ‘The 
Guardsman.’ It is that kind of a 
play. 


The setting is in the West Indies | 


early in the 19th 
Smart is a 
life of piety and import in the small 
village. He is married to Lynn Fon- 
tanne, who does not know his back- 
ground but enjoys his riches. Along 
comes a traveling theatrical troupe 
headed by Lunt. He recognizes the 
pirate and goes on the make for the 
wife. The pirate can’t do a thing 
about it. Tries to frame Lunt, but 
gets hooked himself. Lunt, of course, 
wins both the wife and the marbles. 
Behrman has never written fun- 
nier dialog. Lunt and Fontanne have 
never seemed to enjoy themselves 
as much. But after the kind of 
plays that Behrman’s name has been 
identified with, and after the last 
couple of Lunt-Fontanne 
there will be those who will scream 
how come?’ In other words. the 
public will eat it up, but the critics 
will do a lot of shaking of their wise 
and ponderous heads Loop, 


century. Jack 


STRIP FOR ACTION 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 10. 
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Burlesque may be dead in New 
York, but it'll be achieving in death 
this season a renown it never en- 
joyed in life. The old Peel Wheel 
still has a lot of distinguished and 
influential friends left. Mike Todd 
is one of them; Howard Lindsay, 
Russel Crouse and Oscar Serlin are 
three others. While Todd is keeping 
alive the memory of the dear de- 
parted on Broadway musically, at 


retired pirate, living a | 


shows, | 


$°.40 a throw, the ‘Life With Father’ 
ieaaiaiie’ has tiken over the dra- 
| matic rights to the lively corpse in 
'‘Strip for Action.’ But Lindsay, 
Crouse and Serlin have quite a job 
o. their hands; the 10 days’ schedule 
’ sre before the scheduled Broadway 
opening will hardly be enough and 
‘Strip’ may have to stay out a while 
longer. 

Opening performance of the show 
within a show was pretty ragged; 
transitions were rough and too many 
stretches dragged interminably. The 
makings seem to be here, however, 
but it may be plenty tough whipping 
it into shape, since this isn’t a very 
tractable enterprise. There's too 
much rehearsal stuff in the first act, 
with the practice sessions of the pa- 
rade and line girls being extended 
far beyond their natural amount of 
interest and fun. It drags the tempo, 
while in the second stanza the fin- 
ished production numbers, being 
ostensibly presented to a soldier au- 
| dience, aren’t corny enough to be 
l|amusing. They look too legitimate. 
| A more hep bunch of customers may 


| 
| 
| 





| improve the reaction, but not enough 
lto get ‘Strip’ across unless it’s 


speeded up considerably and a lot of 
repetition is clipped. 

Central character is Private Nutsy 
Davis, played neatly by Keenan 
Wynn, who extends an unauthorized 
invitation to his old burlesque troupe 
to come down to camp and put on a 
show for the boys. They take over 
an old theatre in the town, but 
things look bad when the star strip- 
per takes a powder when she’s of- 
tered $150 a week in St. Louis. But 
Squee shows up at that particular 
moment and Squee is the daughter 
of the late ZaZa, the greatest peeler 
of them all, and who is being sent 
to an exclusive girls’ school by her 
| mother’s old cronies. All she wants, 
| though, is to follow in her mother’s 
| G-string and the gang finally agrees 
| she can do the show. 

! 





ication. The camp captain says there'll 
|so off to ashington goes 
| with Nutsy, to see the chief of staff, 
whose life was once saved by Squee’ 
|grandfather and who promised in 
writing that he’d always stand ready 
to help out the family when and it 
| It's one of the funniest scenes in the 
ishow, with Nutsy and Joey 
Faye, who comes very close to walk- 


| 


(Joey 


jing off with the show) pulling the 
iold Flugel Street routine on the 
| British commissioner to keep him 


| out of the office until the busy chief 
i}gets around to writing the permit 

|Back to camp they go armed with 
| the necessary papers and practically 


ithe burley show the gang puts on 
Shifting from front 
to backstage here is pretty confus- 
| ing and doesn't jell, with some pretty 


|embarrassing waits resultins 


for the troops. 





| While Lindsay and Crouse have 

| written a flock of funny lines—sev- 
feral of them are yells—it’s some} t 
| 


t 
| kind of a commentary on ‘Strip for 


Action’ that the higest howl of the 
lot at the opening performance was 
| Flugel Street, done in the che re 


burlesque tradition by 


Faye, Wynn 


nd Murray Leonard. with Faye, a 
burley alumnus himself, going to town 








and chalking up a 10-strike hi 
|done as a rehearsal bit, but several 


|other traditional skits are te in- 
jected a part of the burlesque Ow | 
elf Trouble is that some of them 
are just passable and it isn’t enough 
to ask a $4.40 audience to accept 
them on the grounds that thev’re 


Flugel’s great and needs no 
the others are in-between. 
| Lindsay and Crouss 


curios 
apologis 


have injected 


ithe feel of burlesque backstage, its 
comic coarseness, furious profes- 
sional jealousies, plain talk and pe- 
culiar jargon But whether they 
have a pl here remains to be seen: 
} to fit a musical pattern 
it l O aen ~ eel ne 
ibil] A nd Bre ‘ 
Wi he dire ! ( 
ha to build up then c } nm and 
t bul mui 

( ! ene lv ¢ cellent 
W rite € iblishe nimseil 
ic} juvel l¢ comedlial a ine 

bra fun-loving, typically burlesque 
com and littl Joey Faye’ bound 

to get himself talked about plenty 
Eleanor Lynn a cute and winning 
Squee, and clicks all the way, while | 
there’s a swell first-act bit by Jean 


Carter, from burley, as the tempera- 
mental stripper who raises the dick- 
ens with a drummer kid in khaki 
because he can't keep his mind on 
his work. ‘What I want.’ she squeals. 
‘is a drummer who aint a virgin.’ 
Murray Leonard scores nicely as a 
burtesque straight man, which isn’t 
surprising since that’s 
| been for years, and there are a num- 
| ber of first-rate bits by Jacqueline 
| Paige, Boo LaVon, Tommy Farrell. 
| Harry Bannister, Owen Martin and 
several others who aren’t easy to 
id-ntify in the ‘ig cast. There are 
around 50 speaking parts. 

First night opinion here was that 
‘Strip’ was a disappointment, coming 
as it did under such distinguished 
auspices. But majority agreed, too, 








{that the possibilities were there; 
'only question was whether’ they 
could be capitalized in time. Cohen. 


That’s the cue for another compli- | 


be no a shows in his camp, | 
Squee, | 


all of the second act is devoted to | 


what he’s | 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Mr. Sycamore’—Theatre Gu d. 
‘Life of the Party’—Henry 
| Duffy. 

‘The Damask Cheek’ — Dwight 
D. Wiman. 

‘Time, Place and the Girl’— 
Georges D. Gersene. 

‘Wine, Woman and 
Shuberts, I. H. Herk, etc 

‘Let Freedom Sing’ — Youth 
theatre. 

‘Eve of St. 
wrights 

‘Without Love’—Theatre Guild. 

‘Hellzapoppin’ (road) — Shu- 
berts. 

‘Lady in the Dark’ 
Sam H. Harris. 





Song’— 


Mark’ — Play- 


(road)— 








COUNT ME IN 


Boston, Sept. 19. 


A musical show in two acts (14 scenes) 
with book by Walter Kerr and Leo Brady: 
music and lyrics by Ann Ronell Dances 
staged by’ Robert Alton; book staged by 
Robert Ross; costumes by Irene Sharaff 
and settings by Howard Bay. Featuring 
Charles Butterworth, Lue!tla Gear, Hal Le- 
toy, June Preisser, Mary Healy and Gower 
& Jeanne. Presented by the Shuberts and 
Olsen & Johnsen in association with Krak- 
aur & Schmidlapp at the Shubert theatre, 
Sept. 10, °42; $3.30 top 
Cast: Charles Butterworth, Luella Gear, 
Hal LeRoy, June Preisser, Mary Healy, 
Gower & Jeanne, Alice Dudley, Milton 
Watson, Melissa Mason, Ross Sister John 
McCauley, Joe E. Marks, Alfred Latell, the 
Rhythmaires, others, 

Singing girls: Julie Colt, Jéan Darling, 
Agnes Kane, Cornelia Kilbourn, Johanna 
Gillman, Olga Novosel, Marian Sumetz, 
Alice Tyrell. 

Dancing girls: Jean 
Ayres, Mary Alice Bingham, Kay Coulter, 
Dorothy Griffin, Cookey Kley, June Kin, 
Kay Lews, Claire Loring, Bubbles Mandl, 
Dolores Milan, Janie New, Jeane Owens, 
Margaret Ryan, Elizabeth Ryan, Nina 
Sharkey, Pat Weakley, Marie Wiison 
Dancing boys: Jim Barron, Vineent Car- 
bone, Danny Daniels, Charles Julian, Roy 
Marshall, Williaim O'’Shay, Jack Riley, 
Harry Roguge, Joe Viggiano. 


Arthur, Carolyn 





The inventory on this new musical 
show begins with an inevitable com- 
parison to Frank Mandel’s ‘Vickie,’ 
since the ribbing of female war ac- 
tivities is the situation around which 
it is built. It’s got a formula that 
hould go when they get through 
fussing with it here, especially if the 
core gets a hypo, since that is the 
how's weakest section at this point, 
although _ the flabby flag-waving 
finale is equally responsible 

Stemming from a_ war-conscious 
but not intrusive theme, the central 





ituation finds Papa Brandywine 
(Charles Butterworth), a map- 
maker, by-passed in the hectic home- 
front activities of his familys His 


wife (Luella Gear) is a sergeant in 
one of the multi-initialed femme out- 
fits: his daughter (Mary Healy) is 
t first-aid courses: his oldest 
son (Gower Champion) is in the air 
force: his youngest (Hal LeRoy) is 
an air-raid warden; even his maid 
(Clarissa Mason) is dallying with the 
navy. 
| The musical pattern springs hap- 
pily from papa’s bumble-witted tour 
of his family’s activities, trying to 
find something to do. Each group 
has its chance to go into a produc- 
on number and follow up with star 
specialties. In the meantime a triple 
nantie angle develops between Hal 
LeRoy and June Preisser, Gower and 
Jeanne, and Mary Healy and Milton 
Watson. At length papa remembers 
he has a map of Shangri-La which 
he elaborately plants with the Japs 
(in the show’s sharpest number, by 
th way), and, as the Jap navy is 
| licked when it falls for the gag, papa 
vindicated. 
It’s a neat 
| 
1 


aking 


’ 


device and a lively 
| springboard for the music and danc- 
inj develops without undue 
stress. The humor derives mainly 
from situations, but there are a cou- 
ple of gags tc boot. Except for a 
bit of business with a pooch and a 
| kangaroo, there’s little evidence of 
C 


ng which 


) 


Yisen-Johnson whimsy, but in the 
there 





| main is enough quiet humor, 
with Butterworth and Miss Gear, 
both in top form, snaffling virtually 

a ol be 
Although there are eight tunes in 
eh none of them seem to have 

lyrical or musical appeal, pat 
ticularly those expected to carry the 
Watson-Healy romance. A little 
p ging might reverse this situa- 
n, but, of the ‘sweet’ tunes, only 


‘We're Still on the Map’ appears to 

ve click possibilities. For novelty 
Songs, *Tick« tyboo’ and ‘General 
Staff’ carry horsepower, the first 
hrough its catchiness, the second 
throuh its lyrics and presentation. 
{An added tune (Will Irwin’s) is 
‘Woman of. the Year,’ but this bogs 
in a symbolic ballet. 

In the dancing specialties lies the 
show’s main strength, especially in 
the work of Hal LeRoy, whose sec- 
i}ond-act tap number is on the beam, 
while the dance team of Gower and 
| Jeanne is mightly appealing. The 
romance between the partners is 
emphasized in spoken dialog during 
| the choreography, their nitery and 
|vaude stunt, and it’s an effective 
|; piece of business. The Ross Sisters 
| work in a fairly standard acrobatic 
| session and catch on nicely; Elissa 
| Mason has a brief eccentric turn, 
'and the Rhythmaires, who draw the 
prize skit along with Joe E. Marks 
as a quintet of interned Japs, score 
heavily. 

Mary Healy and June Preisser, as 
the smooth and hot ingenues, respec- 
(Continued on page 52) 


; 


———» 


Plays on Broadway 








JANIE 


Comedy in acts presented at the 
ler, N. Y Sept. 10, ‘42, by Brock Pem- 
ton: written by Josephine Bentham and 

iH hel Williams staged by Antoinette 


Perry: settings by John Root; $2.30 top. 


| Charl Colburn .Maurice Manson 
Misbeth Colburn,.... Clare Foley 
Luclie Colburr Nancy Cushman 
FRROGMEY.... se ccrsccccccces John Marriott 
John Van Bruat...e.+-. .Howard St. John 
Janie Colburn.....ceces:. Gwen Anderson 
Rernadine Dodd........ Betty Breckenridge 
Paula Rainey.....ccecsseed Margaret Wallace 
Scooper Nolan 6068008 bused oe 
Thelma Lawrence.......+.- Linda Watkins 
Dick L@Wrence....ccesseess Herbert Kkvers 
Tina... secccccteocece AStIODeH BCcGINty 
Aide. . vsiss cccvesoes iceman: . Ane 
OS ere WE Fe ..Franklin Kline 
OseSF. 06> uawexaelt oeebene baad Paul Wilson 
Hortense Bennington...... Gertrude Beach 
‘“‘Dead-Pan"” Hackett...... Blaine Fillmore 
Carl Loomis....cscseoes J. Franklin Jones 
Jae FerOW@....sccccsecess Nicky Raymond 
Mickey Malone.........++:. Kenneth Tobey 
Uncle Poodgie.........- Ww. O. MeWatters 





First comedy of the new season 
has a soldier background. Opening act 
is distinctly amusing and, if the suc- 
ceeding two periods were as divert- 
ing, ‘Janie’ would be a cinch. Looks 
good enough, however, for a satis- 
factory engagement. 

There is a tonic quality to some of 
the dialog as uttered by the adoles- 
cent characters, the words used by 
the younger generation being absent 
from the vocabulary of adults. Play 
has a small town locale, but what 


borhood these days. ; 

Pattern of ‘Janie’s’ construction is 
similar to that of ‘Junior Miss’ (run- 
ning at the Lyceum), in that there 
is a segment of youthful players 
contrasting with their elders, but 
there aren't as many laughs. 
However, looks like it will be a 
strong matinee draw, as indicated 
during the Buffalo tryout. Impres- 
sion is that the selection of the juves 
was considerably betier than for the 
mature parts. 

The Colburn family’s pride is 
Janie, a senior in highschool. Her 
dad, Charles, is publisher of the 
town’s newspaper, a daily, his man- 
aging editor and partner being John 
Van Brunt Janie’s seven-year-old 
sister, Elsbeth, is a comic Ifttle vest 
who has to be bribed with nickels 
and dimes to leave the room. ‘To 
the house comes widowed Thelma 
Lawrence and her handsome _ son, 
Dick, a junior at Yale who enlisted. 
It’s a natural for Thelma and Van 
Brunt to fall for each other. 

Dad is opposed to soldiers being 
entertained in homes where there 
are young girls and editorializes on 
his ideas. That doesn’t stop Janie 
from throwing a party for Dick and 
'a few pals from the nearby camp 
the night the grownups go to the 
country club Instead of three o1 
four lads, a whole company in khaki 
horns in, plus one flaming red- 
headed gob who bussed it across the 
continent to see one of Janie’s girl 
friends. 

The boys 





completely upset the 
house and then the colored butler 
;serves them booze, incidentally get- 
ting plastered himself. Dad raves 
when, returning home, he sees that 
jeeps have wrecked the lawn. He 
socks the chief of police and gets 
pinched. Janie is in for it until a 





ilies the old man by telling him h¢ 
ikely to get the new press for nis 
plant 

In the name part is Gwen Ander- 
son, a product of the Pasadena Play- 
house, whom Brock Pemberton se- 
lected out of 200 candidates she 
will be a staver on the stage Her 
Janie is refreshingly unaffected, 


} 


provide an atmosphere of clean- 





Roch. Scaling Down 





goes on could be almost any neigh- |, 


priorities man happens in and mol- | 


while she and her two girl friends | 


minded adolescence. Janie carries 
on a flirtation with Dick and that 
riles her schoolboy admirer, Scooper, 
cleverly handled by Frank Amy. His 
funny pan is a help and he, too, 
should be a comer. 

The youngest of the troupe is 
Clare Foley, whose Elsbeth is one 
of the play’s delights. Herbert Evers. 
as Dick; Betty Breckenridge and 
Margaret Wallace, as Janie’s gir] 
friends; Blaine Fillmore, as ‘Dead- 
Pan‘ Hackett, a moon-struck soldier, 
are also standouts among the younger 
players. ; 

Linda Watkins is easily the best 
of the grownups and her Thelma 
seems rightfully alluring to John, 
the man whom she is to wed, played 
very well by Howard St. John. The 
elder Colburns are enacted by Mau- 
rice Manson and Nancy Cushman to 
fair purpose. John Marriott and 
Artibell McGinty are the colored 
servants, both very good, especially 
the former. 

Antoinette Perry, whose judgment 
of pace has put most of Pemberton’s 
lighter plays across, has done an- 
other crack directional job. Simu- 
lation of confusion in the house 
when the draftees are doing their 
stuff is authentic. 

‘Janie is the first play in which 
Columbia Pictures is interested in 
with Pemberton. Firm has no 
squawk coming, for there is picture 
value in the new comedy.  Ibee. 


THE MORNING STAR 


Melodrama in three acts presented at the 
Morosco, N. Y., Sept. 14, '42. by Guthrie 
McClintic; written by Kmlyn Williams; 
Gladys Cooper featured: staged by Me- 


Clintic; setting by Stewart Cheney; $3.30 
top. 

BE oi ccc ede ea sess Brenda Forbes 
EES. POPNOW . occ cceesscs . Gladys Cooper 
Alison Parrilow........e.0....--Jill Esmond 


Dr, Datcher (S.D.)........Cecil Humphreys 


Brimbo Watkyn..... eoceess Rhys Williams 
Cee: POSTION csocccas eoooes. Ciregory Peck 
Wanda Baring ooceenseses Wendy Barrie 
Sir Leo Alvers peeeeens Nichola Joy 


First war drama of the season is 
a grim story of London under aerial 
bombardment Characters have a 
sense of humor, but play seems 
somewhat too heavy for this side, 
where the trend currently is for 
lighter stage fare , 

‘The Morning Star’ in its 10th 
month at the Globe, London, and, 
|}upon its presentation there, bids 
came from American showmen, 
Guthrie McClintic getting the nod. 
He. has casted carefully, every player 
counting, but the script should have 
been shortened. It is too often con- 
versational. 





Impression 1s that it is Emlyn 
Williams’ best writing effort, but the 
author seems to wander about too 
much, result being that his meaning 
is not clear. Perhaps Williams takes 
in too much territory. One of his 
conceits is to casually introduce an 
attractive trollop into the home of a 
rising young doctor. Cliff Parrilow, 
the surgeon, finally admits to his 
wife, Alison, that he is having an 
affair with Wanda Baring. Revela- 
tion is quite frank and unusual from 
an American point of view 


Parrilow has 
novels and is 
Hollywood 


turned to writing 
about to leave for 
when Dr. Datche! his 
old teacher, nicks his stuff to pieces 
The young physician has been work- 
|ing on a surgical method to correct 
}cardiac bomb shock by an opera- 
|tion which will revive the heart 
i rhythm He denied the chance, 
however. To expel iment upon 3 hos- 
| pital patient, even though she can- 
not live. Opportunity comes when 
jan air raid warden is similarly af- 
| flicted by a time bomb explosion. 
| Surgeon goes to work and the 
| patient does come around, but after 
| speaking a few words suddenly ex- 
| 


pires. Elder doctor says that his 


— l'chances to survive had been 1,000 

Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 15. | to one. 
Manager Will Corris is trying | Parrilow decides that he really 
lower prices for legit shows in the | loves his wife and Wanda blithely) 


2.500-seat Auditorium for the first 
i time since he started occasional one 


+ 


}and two-night stands some five years 


ago 


lat $1.65, grading down to 55c, and 


years. He is hoping for longer runs 
and more frequent shows ‘playing 
to the masses’ under the new policy. 





Engagements 


Louise Campbell, Joan Spencer, 
Oscar Sterling, Walter Beck, Hildred 
Price, ‘Guest in the House’ (road). 

Bert Frohman, ‘Young Man With 
a Horn.’ 

Pinkie Lee, Herbie Faye, Murray 
Briscoe, Murry White, Marian Miller, 
Isabelle Brown, ‘Wine, Woman and 
Song.’ 

Ralph Bunker, Joan Caulfield, 
Marc Platt, Brian Connaught, ‘Beat 
the Band.’ 

, _ Margaret Douglass, Leonard Elliott, 
| Celeste Holm, John Tetzel, ‘The 
| Damask Cheek.’ 





| He opéned with ‘My Sister Eileen’ | 


| packed them. Followed with ‘The | 
| Moon Is Dow n’ at $2 20 top. This 
| compares with $3.75 top in past 
| 

| 


goes off for a weekend with ay 
friends Author has etched his fel- 
low Britishers as admirable, cour- 
!ageous people in the face of dire 
days and nights and doesn’t rub 3 
ion too thick There is no hint 0 
hatred for the Nazis: the people of 
the play are too intent on healing 
| Gladys Cooper returns to Broad- 
way as the splendid mother of tl 
young doctor and another son, a 
flyer killed fighting the enemy. She 
is gracious and heroic, even not too 
unkind to the trollop. A more im- 
portant assignment is handled by 
Gregory Peck, seen last. season 
with Katharine Cornell in ‘The Doc- 
tor's Dilemma,’ as Dr. Parrilow. 
Peck plays the part earnestly. 
Cecil Humphreys, as the old doc- 
tor who once speculated on life after 
death but has lived so long that he 
has lost interest in the idea, is okay. 
Rhys Williams is the warden, com- 
panion to the old boy who saved 
him in the last war, his character- 
ization is likewise good. Wendy 
Barrie, from films, makes her debut 
on Broadway as the trifling other 
woman. She is a decorative person. 
Jill Esmond is good as the wife: so 
is Brenda Forbes as a comic char- 
woman: Nicholas Joy is okay as one 
of Wanda’s a.k. suitors. 
| Raid effects are plentiful, but noi 
' terrifying. Ibee 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 


Henry (Terry) Duffy, who is producing ‘Life rd the Party,’ musical ver- 
jon of ‘The Patsy,’ is rehearsing the show in WN. ¥. because of changed 
Fauiy rules. It will open at the Wilson, Detroit, which, along with the 





fayette there, Duffy is operating with stock. Manager had what was 
galled a super stock contract with Equity, but such agreements have been 
withdrawn. Previously he was active in stook on the Coast, but estab- 
lished himself in Detroit for the duration, fearing that blackouts made 

how business too hazardous in Frisco, Theatres on the Coast have been 
ourishing regardless. 

‘Party’ will cost between $35,000 and $40,000, it being a musical of the 
{intimate type. It will be presented at the Wilson with a $1.65 top, same 
scale as now used for stock. When and if moved to Chicago, the scale will 
probably be $3.30. ‘Party’ may be brought to N. Y. prior to Chi, however, 
dependent upon its reception in Detroit, Under the Equity rules, if Duffy 
rehearsed the show out of town players would have to be allowed $5 per 
day for expenses, plus rehearsal pay, chorus getting $3.75 in such instances. 
Added production cost would amount to upward of $200 weekly. 

Duffy is commuting between Detroit and Broadway. Admits he is 
—" wings, not having touched a cocktail nor smoked for around 15 

ears. 





There was a matter of half a dozen dresses in oonnection with ‘Across 
the Board on Tomorrow Morning’ and ‘Talking to You,’ the William 
§aroyan plays which flivved at the Belasco, N. Y., recently. Author- 
showman made an arrangement whereby the frocks would eost $25 each, 
but the shop from which they were procured agreed that, if the show 
played at least six weeks, the duds would be cuffed. Or, if the show 
played a shorter period, the dresses could be returned, unless damaged. 

Two of the dresses were soiled with makeup and after some controversy 
the bill for the cleaning was paid by Saroyan. Frocks were supplied by 
an Equity member and that office ironed out the detail. 





Harlan Thompson has been commissioned a captain in the Army Signal 
Corps and has been assigned to the outfit’s Motion Picture Division, As- 
toria, L. I. He arrived from the Coast in time to see several rehearsals 
of ‘Heels Together,’ which he wrote with Harry Archer and which opened 
at Scarsdale, N. Y., yesterday (Tuesday). Show was the intimate musical 
comedy, ‘Little Jessie James,’ produced by the late L. Lawrence Weber at 
the Longacre in 1923. Book has been brought up to date and there is an 
entirely new score, 

Thompson's wife, Marion Spitzer, and their two children are expected 
to move to N. Y. from Beverly Hills. 





George Abbott musicals have not fared well on the road, probably be- 
cause his shows are usually without prominent name artists, but ‘Best 
Foot Forward’ may break the siring. It opened at the Erlanger, Chicago, 
last week to business that promises a run. Booking in that spot is limited 
to three weeks, after which it is expected ‘Best’ will move to the Stude- 
baker. 

Musical was accorded excellent notices and the Sunday (13) followup 
eomment further augurs a stay in Chi. Previous Abbott musicals, such as 
‘Too Many Girls’ and ‘Pal Joey,’ found business too spotty when toured 
following long Broadway engagements. 





When ‘Lady In the Dark,’ with Gertrude Lawrence, plays Chicagp it 
will be spotted in the 3,600-seat Civic Opera House. Only one other 
theatre in that stand could handle ‘Lady,’ but its capacity is too limited 
for the musical to operate profitably. Show will have a top of $3.30 and 
can gross around $45,000 at the Civic. 

Loop figures to be jammed with shows when the season gets into stride. 
Other attractions sought to play the opera house, but, except for a couple 
of weeks in October, house is reported booked up into next March, ‘Lady’ 
will open its tour at the Forrest, Philly, Sept. 28. 





Dan Kussel, who returned from Hollywood some time ago, has been 
hibernating on brother Milt’s farm near Goshen, Conn. He murmurs about 
producing a play called ‘Easter Morning,’ if connecting with a backer or 


two. He also has a musical called ‘Good Girl,’ which has not been com- 
pleted. Last play he presented was ‘The Party’s Over,’ a moderate 
grosser, Jean Parker appeared in that comedy and Hollywood realized 


it had passed up a good thing. Miss Parker was summoned back to the 
Coast as’ soon as the play closed and jumped to film stardom. 





Ticket broker called up a friend and kiddingly asked whether he had 
four tickets for ‘Star and Garter,’ hit at the Musie Box, N. Y. Fellow 
replied by calling attention to the Dorothy Kilgallen column in Friday's 
(11) N. Y. Journal-American and her remarks about the spice ,in the 
Michael Todd revue. 

Agency man promptly reminded the other guy that Miss Kilgallen’s 
husband, Richard Kollmar, is interested in ‘By Jupiter.’ 





Players in ‘The New Moon,’ revived at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., recently 


got off-stage laughs from people connected with the management and di- | 
Latter were all of the refugee class and there were plenty of | 


rection, 
dialects and not a little temperament. ‘Meon’ opened without an en- 
semble rehearsal, management probably figuring on the reviewers attend- 
ing some days after the debuf, as is the case on the continent. 

If an actor suggested a bit of business and the stager liked it he would 
be rewsrded with a gentle pinch of the cheek and a kiss on the forehead. 





First column Karl Krug, dramatic critic of Pittsburgh Sun-Telegraph, 


wrote upon his return from a recent vacation had to do with the theatrical 
debut of Karl Krug. The reviewer spent his annual two weeks off as 
the guest of Captain Billy Bryant, and showboat impresario made Krug 
earn his keep by appearing nightly as a seedy barfly in his (Bryant's) 
production of ‘Ten Nights in a Barroom.’ 





In a broadcast from Russia for CBS last week, Larry Le Seur, chain's 


news commentator, said the Oct. 1 opening of the Little theatre, Moscow, | 


was looked forward to with much interest. His mention of the war de- 


velopments on that day were sparse. : 
Little will open with a new play, to be followed by a season of Tol- 


stoy, first being his ‘War and Peace,’ a drama that has commanded inter- 


national attention. 





Marcus Heiman will take over the duties of the late Leonard E. Berg- 
man, who handled the Erlanger interests and who was teamed with Hei- 
man in operating the National, Washington, and Nixon, Pittsburgh, plus 
interests in two Boston houses. 

National was recently ordered sold by the surrogate, Heiman and Berg- 
man retaining control through a lease. 


‘STRIP’ GOOD $8,000 
IN 1ST 4 PITT SHOWS 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 15. 
..New  Lindsay-Crouse comedy, 
Strip for Action,’ was okay at esti- 
mated $8,000 in four performances 
last week at Nixon, where it opened 
a pre-Broadway tryout Thursday 
night (10). Show spent first three 
Gays in town rehearsing and is re- 








maining all of this week, with satis- 
factory advance and some activity 
at window indicating an okay ses- 
sion. Tentatively slated to open in 
N. Y. Sept. 24, it’s likely that ‘Strip’ 
will stay on a while longer to polish 
up some script changes authors are 
currently making. 

Notices were very mixed, one be- 
ing a complete thumbs-down, the 
other an in-betweener and a third 
encouraging. Next week Nixon 
gets ‘New Hellzapoppin’ 
Parker and Jackie Gleason. 








with Lew | 


‘ANGEL’ FINE $11,000 
IN DET.; ‘SHOWOFF’ 106 


Detroit, Sept. 15. 

New season is in swing here with 
both the Cass and Lafayete in opera- 
tion, and the Wilson, other legitimate 
house here, due to join the lighting 
up Oct. 8 with the premiere of Henry 
Duffy’s presentation of the musical 
‘Life of the Party,’ based on ‘The 





Patsy.’ 
The Cass relit last week with 
‘Angel Street,’ which grossed an 


estimated $11,000 at $2.50 top. The 
British meller, with cast headed by 
Ernest Cossart, Lynn Phillips and 
Byron McGrath, continues a second 
week, < 

Pop-priced Lafayette continues to 
run uf healthy grosses with Joe E. 
Brown in ‘The Show-Off’ pulling ap- 
proximately $10,000 in fourth week 
at $1.50 top. Comedy, which has 
gathered upward of $50,000 in the 
first four weeks, seems set for an- 
other month. 


PHILLY B.0. OK; 
PRIORITIES, 236 


Philadelphia, Sept. 15. 

The b.o.s were plenty happy as 
Philly's 1942-43 legit season got un- 
der way last week. 

This is an off week for openings, 
but two new ones due next Monday 
(21). They are the Eddie Dowling 
double bill, ‘Magic’ and ‘Hello Out 
There,’ at the Walnut, and Ethel 
Barrymore in ‘The Corn Is Green’ 
at the Locust. ‘Lady in Dark’ opens 
Friday (18) at Forrest. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Priorities of 1942,’ Forrest (1st 
week) (1,800; $2.50). Fine biz in 
first of two-week stanza; $23,500. 
Too bad variety revue couldn’t stay 
longer. 

‘The Morning Star,’ Walnut (one 
week only) €1,700; $2.85). Crix 
sharply divided. Show, in for a 
single week, did satisfactory $6,800. 


‘VICKIE’ GOOD $12,000 
IN D. C.; $2 TOP PLAN 


Washington, Sept. 15. 

‘Vickie, new Frank Mandel pro- 
duction of Sig Herzig comedy, got 
| estimated $12,000 on eight perform- 
lances last week, but it would have 
been three grand more at a $2 scale. 
Notices were fine, but the $2.75 top 
scared many away. Hereafter, the 
National will scale new plays with- 
out star names at $2 top. 

‘This Is the Army’ will conduct its 
ticket sale in the Civilian Defense’s 
little White House, in the park op- 
posite the National theatre. There's 
plenty of interest and when the 
| pasteboards went on sale Monday 
| (14) a rush was on, mostly for the 
| first and second balcony tickets. 


‘Blackouts’ 136 in L.A. 





























| 
} 
| 
Los Angeles, Sept. 15. 

| ‘Blackouts of 1942,’ Ken Murray’s 
vaude entry at the El Capitan in 
| Hollywood, remains the sole stand- 
|out here, snagging a snappy $13,000 
again in its 12th week. Consistently 


grossiug around that _ profitable 
figure, it will to be around for 
awhile. 

Harry Abbott’s ‘Swing Shift 


Revels’ at Music Box wound up first 
| week with about $5,800, which is on 
the red side. Scale has been re- 
vised downward to $1.65 top and 
1:30 a.m. shows are out except on 
weekends 

‘Watch on the Rhine’ opened yes- 
terday (Monday) at the Biltmore for 
a two-week stay. 


‘Arsenic’ Big 226 in 2d 
S. F. Wk.; ‘Claudia,’ 166 


San Francisco, Sept. 15. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ carried its 
magnificent pace into its second 
| week at the Curran, while ‘Claudia’ 
| continued okay at the Geary. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Curran 
(1,774; $2.75) (2d wk). Duplicated 
first week’s performance in second 
stanza by hitting $22,000. 

‘Claudia,’ Geary (1,500; $2.75) (6th 
wk). On fairly even keel in sixth 
sesh with $16,000. 


‘Moon’ 8G in Toronto 


Toronto, Sept. 12. 
With Conrad Nagel _ starring, 
Steinbeck’s ‘The Moon Is Down’ was 
very satisfactory last week at esti- 
} mated $8,100 at the Royal Alexandra. 
The 1,551-seater was scaled at $2 
| top. 











Revels’ Shim $5,800) °c" siste: 


B'way Skids Slightly After Holiday; — 
‘Army, $48,000, ‘Fun’ Jumps to 376 





Sunday of last week and Labor 
Day greatly benefited Broadway, but 
there was a letdown thereafter, at- 
tendance being particularly affected 
during the middle of the week. Some 
grosses did not advance as expected, 
but the general tone of business indi- 
cates a lively fall period. ‘Janie,’ first 
comedy of new _ season, opened 
promisingly at the Miller. Three 
debuts this week, inclusive of two 
vaude-revues. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

‘Angel Street,’ Golden (40th week) 
(D-789; $3.30). Among the season’s 
holdovers and still indefinite; rated 
better than $10,000 which is plenty 
for limited cast meller. 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(86th week) (CD-893; $3.30). Passed 
up playing holiday matinee, when it 
might have sold out; dipped for time, 
then ended week strongly with the 
takings again around $11,000. 

‘Blithe Spirit,’ Booth (44th week) 
(CD-712;: $3.30) Back on. eight- 
performance basis and is another 
fholdover that may stick throughout 
fall and into early winter; rated 
around $11,000. 

‘By Jupiter,’ Shubert (15th week) 
(M-1,325; $4.40). One of group of 
$4.40 musicals that has been com- 
manding real money; estimated at 


better than $27,000, which is not 
much under capacity. 
I Killed the Count,’ Cort (2d 


week) (CD-1,064; $3.30). Not so good 
after opening and salary cut sought; 


‘BEST FOOT,’ $19,000, 
OK IN CHI TEEOFF 


Chicago, Sept. 15, 
George Abbott brought ‘Best Foot 
Forward’ into the Erlanger last 
week to open the season and ran 
smack into one of the finest set of 
notices ever written in local papers. 


Result was a fine initial session. 

On the near-future list are ‘New 
Hellzapoppin,’ ‘Junior Miss,’ which 
will chase ‘My Sister Eileen’ out of 
the Harris, and ‘Spring Again,’ 
which will relight the Selwyn for 
the season. Both ‘Miss’ and ‘Spring’ 
will have American Theatre So- 
ciety backing, which will cover a 
three-week instead of the previous 
two-week guarantee. 

Great Northern gets a show from 
the Coast this week, ‘Maid of the 
Ozarks.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Best Foot Forward,’ Erlanger (1st 
week) (1.400; $3.30). On first nine 
performances came through in fat 
fashion at $19,000. Stays three weeks. 

‘Good Night Ladies,’ Blackstone 
(22d week) (1,200; $2.75). Will run 
on and on, from all indications; last 
week another mammoth session at 





Eileen,’ Harris (17th 
week) (1,000; $1.65). Readying to 
quit but still a money-maker at 
$9,000. 





‘Private Lives,’ $6,900, 
OK in Balto Kickoff 


Baltimore, Sept. 15. 
Legit season opened here at Ford’s 
last week with Ruth Chatterton and 
Ralph Forbes in revival of ‘Private 
Lives,’ scaled at $1.50 top. Totaling 
nine shows, including an extra Labor 





| Day matinee, layout drew satisfac- 
| tory $6,900. 
| Current this week is pre-Broad- 


| way workout of ‘Vickie,’ by S. M. 
Herzig, presented by Frank Mandel. 
| Successive lineup thereafter lists 
‘Priorities of 1942,’ return booking of 
‘My Sister Eileen’ at pop prices, 


rmy.’ 





Newark Continues Stock; 


‘Candida’ Mild $6,000 


Newark, Sept. 15. 


‘Candida’ finished mild week’s run 
at the Mosque theatre ee (13) 
with estimated $6,000 in the till, just 
about breaking even. Week before, 
‘Watch on the Rhine,’ with Francis 
Lederer starred, turned in bumper 
$9,500, second highest gross of the 
local legit season. 

Mosque, originally skedded to 
close Labor Day, will remain open 
through September. In the offing, 
following the current ‘Ladies in Re- 








a is Grace George in ‘Kind | 


Lady.’ 


‘Guest in the House’ and ‘This Is the | 
A 








may stay for picture rights; under 
$4,000 estimated. 

‘Janie,’ Miller (lst week) (C-940; 
$3.30). Opened Thursday (10) and on 
third day (Saturday) capacity was 
claimed; press rather good and, if 
business gains momentum, will be 


established before other comedies 
arrive. 

‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (45th week) 
(CD-1,004; $3.30). Does not play 


Mondays and therefore did not bene- 
fit from Labor Day crowds; business 
continues at profitable gait, with the 
takings around $11,500. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (148th 
week) (C-1,062; $3.30). From grosses 
quoted is out in front of straight 
plays of late; claimed more than 
$13,700 last week. 

‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial (42d week) 
(M-1,450; $4.40). Riding along to ex- 
cellent trade, with sock business on 
Labor Day; some performances to 
standee proportions; went well over 
$29,000; surprising even the manage- 
ment. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Beck (90th 
w-ek) (CD-1,214; $1.65). Pop scale 
is doubtless the factor in this run 
comedy clicking along to goodly 
profits; estimated around $10,000. 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (41st 
week) (CD-1,519; $440). No new 
musical likely for some time to 
come; leaped to almost incredible 
$37,000 for this berth. 

‘Star and Garter,’ Music Box (12th 
week) (R-991; $4.40). Packing ’em 
in; getting all the house will hold 
with standees the rule and gross 
over $24,000; weekly net is plenty. 

‘Stars on Ice,’ Center (9th week) 
(M-3,000; $1.65). Business great at 
the holiday, but affected Tuesday 
and Wednesday last week; ‘Ice-Ca- 
pades’ at Madison Square Garden 
hasn’t hurt; two extra matinees; 
around $34,000 in 11 performances. 

‘The Morning Star,’ Morosco (D- 
929; $3.30). Presented by Guthrie 
McClintic; written by Emlyn Wil- 
liv ns; opened Monday (14) after try- 
ing out; mixed notices. 

‘Uncle Harry,’ Hudson (16th week) 
(D-1,042; $3.30). Moved here from 
Broadhurst Monday (14); last week, 
in former spot, again satisfactory at 
over $10,000. 

Added 


‘This Is the Army,’ Broadway (10th 
week) (R-1,942; $4.40). In final two 
weeks, with soldier show continuing 
to clean up; $48,000, which is all 
show can get here; played benefit 
matinee for Stage Relief Fund Tues- 


ay. 

‘Claudia,’ St. James (return en- 

agement) (16th week) (C-1,520; 

1.65). Getting moderate money; 
long stayer back for repeat and road 
plan indefinit:: $6,500; some profit. 

Vaude-Revues 

‘Show Time,’ Broadhurst (1,142; 
$2.75). Vaude outfit, including 
George Jessel, Jack Haley, Ella Lo- 
gan, De Marcos and others; opens 
Wednesdays (16). 

‘Priorities of 1943,’ 46th St. (1,347; 
$2.75). Vaude revue headed by 
Harry Richman, Bert Wheeler, Carol 
Bruce, Hank Ladd, Henny Young- 
man, and others; opened last night 
(Tuesday). 

Kevivals 

*‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (ist week) 
(D-1,195; $1.10). Playing a repeat 
before going on tour again; business 
last week rated nearly $6,000, which 
is big at scale, 

‘Porgy and Bess,’ Majestic (34th 
week) (M-1,774; $2.75). Jumped to 
around $20,000 and could probably 
play to first of year, but is slated 
for road after another week. 

















Met. LOU CLAYTON 
c/o Variety, Hollywood 


AND 


THROW A POSEY TO 
Dr. William Freider for his 


extraordinary help to show 
people. 


Direction: Wm. Morris 
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| Plays Out 
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COUNT ME IN 
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»kay, although they 
haven't too much support from 
either script or tunes. They add 
considerable visual comfort in any 
case. Bob Alton’s choreoraphy 1s 
practical rather than inventive. Ex- 
cept for too much confusion in the | 
opening scenes, the book is adroitly | 
staged by Robert Ross. 
Irene Sharaff’s costumes, particu- 
larly those reflecting a military in- 
fluence, are smartly imaginative. 
The color scheme is exciting and sat- 
isfving, though, enhanced by How- 
ard Bay’s piquant backdrops and 
sets. It’s not an extravagant pro- 
duction as they go, but there’s cer- 
tainly nothing niggardly about it, 
and it is in generally excellent taste 
for these times. i, ; 
Among its other distinctions, 
‘Count Me In’ is one of the very few 
college musicals to set foot on the 
professional stage. It was first done 
some months ago aS an amateur pro- 
duction by the Catholic University 
have been connected, Miss Ronell, 
of course, being the outsider. Elie. 


Heilo Out There 
AND 
Magic 


Wilmington, Del., Sept. 12. | 
‘Hello Out There,’ by William Saroyan, 
and ‘Magic,’ by G. K. Chesterton, double 
bill, starring Eddie Dowling and Julie 
Haydor Staged by Eddie Dowling. Set- 
tings and costumes by Watson Barrett. 
Lighting by Feder. Production under the 
supervision of Elizabeth Miele. Presented 
at the Playhouse, Wilmington, Del., Sept. 
11-12, '42; $2.20 to 


HELLO OUT THERE 


Photo Finish... ...Eddie Dowling 


tively. register 


pS POPPE TTCLUL SebObeeer esse Julie Haydon 

The Man.....-+ oeoreeecereves John Farrel! 

Another Man...... eaeede ..-Farrell Pelley 

The WOM... .coccescscevceved Ann Driscoll 
MAGIC 





The Stranger Eddie Dowling 
d 


Patricia Catleton scenes ee Julie Hay ) 
Hastings WT RUTUURE TY. OL Farrel Pelley 
Rey. Cyril Smit. ceccesses: Bram Nossen 
Dt. Grimthorpe....cc.see- John McKee 
ie: Pee... cesar kee Stanley Harrison | 
Morris Carleon... at Jess Barker | 


Politics are not the only things | 
that make strange bedfellows—so do ' 


| of two capable players 


| two plays. 


of Town 


om page 505 


double _ bills. William 
‘Hello Out There’ and G. K. Ches- 
terton’s ‘Magic’ are cases in point, 
They have nothing in common ex- 








Saroyan’s 


cept that they are acted on the same | 


employ the talents 
Eddie Dow!l- 
ing and Julie Haydon. Their N. Y. 
chances are strictly limited. 

Saroyan’s one-acter opens the pro- 
gram and is by far the best exhibit 
of the evening. It is full of irony 
and humor and pathos. The plot’s 
tenseness communicates itself to the 
audience and when the curtain falls 
one is under the impression that 
here is a full evening in the theatre. 
The plot as* such matters little. A 
man is in jail on a charge of attack- 
ing a woman. The jail cook tries to 
comfort him. At the end he is shot 
by the woman's husband, who leads 
a mob into the jail. What does mat- 
ter is Saroyan’s pungent, expressive 
dialog and the Dowling-Haydon act- 
ing combination. 

‘Magic’ suffers in comparison. 
Chesterton’s quiet, leisurely treatise 
on faith and religion is much too 
talky. In fact, it is little more than 
an illustrated sermon with only yeo- 
man work on the part of the cast 
making it a play. Such a play fun- 
damentally has to be heard and at 
the opening the audience worked 
harder than the actors trying to fol- 
low the speeches. Chesterton has 
supplied some brilliant lines, but he 
could do worse than emulate Saro- 
yan and reduce his arguments on 
faith to one act. 

‘Magic’ was written in 1913 and 
presented in N. Y. in 1917 with O. P. 
Heggie in the lead role of the magi- 
cian. Here Dowling is the magic 
man who believes faith is the most 
powerful healer. 

As in the Saroyan play, the acting 
is top rank. In addition to Dowling 
and Miss Haydon, Farrell Pelley, 
Bram Nossen, John McKee, Stanley 
Harrison and Jess Barker all rise 
above their roles and at times are 


stage and both 


| successful in bringing the play alive. 


Watson Barrett’s settings are dis- 
tinctive, and the ; 
heightens the various moods of the 
Dowling directed with 


| an eye to dramatic effect, being 
| more successful with Saroyan than 
Klep. 


Chesterton. 








| 





Strawhat Reviews 








IT’S IN THE AIR 


Baltimore, Sept. 11 
Camedy in three acts by Francis Swann 
and Zion Myers; presented by the Hilltop | 


mercials also get their licks, as do 
the boxtops, phone calls and contest 


| gags. 


Cast is alright, with Lynn Swann 
and Buff Elias, as the radio actors, 
and Maurice Wells and Marjorie 
Clarke. as the heads of the invaded 
household, quite good in their broad- 
ly written roles. An inter-twining 
romance, enlisting Lassie Moores end 
Mason Adams, is a nice spot. Miss 
Moores merits immediate attention 
from the film scouts. She has what 





theatre; directed by Francis Swann; staged 
by Richard O. Fletcher; set by Jack Lan- 
dau: at the Vagabond Theatre, Baltimore, 
Sept. 8, °'42. 

Warren Milford........Ernest Tannenbaum 
Elsie Foster... .ccccscscscccsoe Lyn Swann 
Tony Foster....cvce Sakedisenias buff Elias | 
Helen bis ehebees ee ee Helen Mason | 
Cartha Carroway....... .Marjorie Clarke 
Grandmother, . .-- Katharine Kavanaugh 
mere, POGUOGT, .ccccsce ...Clara Cedrone 
WHE CRRTOWAY.cocccccececes Dick Miller 
Buzz Carroway aie Johnn Dinning | 
Alfred Carroway........ Maui Wells | 
Mr SRNON ao o.6.008dé00 Huet Williamson | 
Susan Robinson........ Lassie Moores | 
Tom Hadley Mason Adams 


The Swann family’s pioneer straw- 
hat Hilltop theatre, moved into town 
this season for a rather lengthy stay 
at the Vagabond theatre, is winding | 
up its current season with another | 


new play by brother Francis, this | 
time in collaboration with Zion 
Myers. Partnership originated on | 


the Coast, where Francis went after 
hitting the jackpot a ‘glancing blow 


with his previous ‘Out of the Frying | 


Pan.’ The entire family’s again 
wrapt up in the effort, with sister 
Lyn playing one of the major femme 
roles; brother Don, Jr., 
business; mother Rita, the publicity, 
and papa Don, Sr., now a captain in 
the U. S. Army, lending moral sup- 
port, . 


Current preem reveals a knack fo1 
dialog and situational comedy ap- 
parent in Swann’s first play. There 
are some spots that indicate po 
bilities, but on the whole there is 
lacking the climaxes and surefire en- 
tertainment appeal of the trials and 
tribulations of aspiring adolescent 
as mirrored in ‘Frying Pan.’ Right 


now, this new one has some meagre 
makings and the glimmering of a 
fairly potent idea. Conversion into 
pay dirt depends entirely upon the 
resourcefulness of the authors in de- 
veloping the modest material at hand 
into more mature theatre. 

Story revolves around the effects 
of a sob sister’s radio soap dramas 
on a susceptible matron and her love 
life. Elsie Foster writes the never- 

nding dramas of ‘everyday life’ and 
not only acts in them with her rather 
fed-up husband, but goes traipsing 
around the hinterland, lecturing and 
gathering more so-called material 
for her sponsored airings. Her ad- 
vent into the home of one of her 
most ardent followers almost breaks 
up the menage. 

All of the vapid sentimentalities 
and tear-jerking episodes of the 
legion of characters that have to do 
with a typical six-day-a-week serial 
are dragged out and gagged up by 
Swann and Myers. The long com- 


| more ambitious development. 


handling the | tr 


it takes. There is aiso a youngster, 
Dickie Miller, who reveals ample 
talents and a real possibility for 
Stag- 


‘ing is generally good, with the diffi- | 
| culties of handling cued-in recordings 
la bit too great a task for the limited 


facilities on hand here. Burm. 


TWELVE MIDNIGHT 


Scarsdale, N. Y., Seut. 3. 
Drama in two a (four scenes) by Frank 
iW Delmae ind Harry Wag ff Gribble. 
Stars Jessie Royce Landis; fea Her- 
ye) Berghof, Clay Clement, Directed by 
( | gs by E 1} Presented by 
the © s 5 la 1e@a Sept j 
42; $1.65 to; 
| Borand Bascomb...... Harold Moulton 


Landis 
Het rt Berghot 
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‘Twelve Midnight’ posts a grisly 
theme for Americal especially 
trose living in New York, to con- 
template. In its fairly vivid but 
cul ibersome way .he play deals with 
the plotting of a Nazi master-agent 
to unloosen, through a band of clev- 
erly cued saboteurs, a ring of fires 
and explosions around New York 


which would scrve as a guiding light 
for an air attack. It’s doubtful for 
Broadway. 

} The casting and production of 
|‘Twelve Midn:ght’ ranks far above 
th: merit of the script itself. The 
«':log is badly overwritten, and the 
drift of the play’s course often be- 
comes obscure. The welter of espi- 
onage and counter-espionage, the 
clash of ideological exposition and 
general interplay of the characters 
fuil to take hold on the spectator’s 
emotions until almost the very last 
scene. Compared to the rest of the 
play that closing scene stands out 
like a gem. Jt’s so different in tex- 
ture and treatment from the preced- 
ing that the affect is one of pleas- 
urable amazement. 

Ty-elve Midnight’ is a play with- 
in a play. The entire action takes 
place on the bare stage of a theatre 
of Broadway. As the troupe of ac- 
tors are being put through the re- 
hearsal of a play titled, ‘After All 








es . e 
lighting by Fede1 


‘Oh, How I—’ 


Figuring on the youth of most 
of the ‘Best Foot Forward’ cast, 
and the fact that the current 
tour is the first for most of the 
players, company manager Sid- 
| ney Harris took no chances on 
| the show's trip to Chicago, 
where it opened last week at the 
Erlanger. 

Harris arranged for 
Berkin, trumpeter from the or- 


Julius 


chestra, to walk through the 
three sleeping cars and play 


reveille at 7 o'clock the morning 
the troupe reached Buffalo, 








where there was a change of 
trains. 
That?” the following elements of 


motivation move into focus: (1) the 
teniperamental director, who, show- 
ering his American ac‘ors with con- 
tempt and hardly able to restrain a 
like contempt for things democratic, 
is an implacable Hitlerite; (2) that 
the rehearsals are a cover for his 
sabotage scheme, and (3) that his 
leading lady, a former continental 
stor, is allied wit: him in the Nazi 
s enanigans. 

As for the acting, top kudos are 
duc Herbert Berghof. His role is 
ty of the director and Nazi master- 
|agent. Berghof’s concept of the char- 
lacter is brilliantly woven and sus- 
tained, Jessie Royce Landis has to 
juggle a dialect as well as a hardly . 
sympathetic part, that of the former 
continental star and apparent Nazi 
agent. The results in her case are 
commendable. Other fine perform- 
ances are contributed by Jayne Cot- 
ter, as the daughter of the American 
financier of this ring of Nazi agents; 
Clay Clement, as this same agent 
wo in the final scene proves a good 
A erican after all, and Harold Moul- 
ton, a member of the rehearsing 
troupe and a crack exponent of the 
slow and quick burnup. Moulton 
has a walkoff line in one scene that 
couldn't help but send the Broad- 
way cognoscenti rolling in the aisles. 
Dean Norton figures handsomely in 
the assignment of the American ac- 
tor who helps foil the Nazi agents’ 
| plot. 

The title of the main play derives 
from the circumstance the 12 mid- 
night was to represent the X Hour 
for the air attack. Odec. 











Current Road Shows 


(Sept. 16-26) 

‘Angel Street’—Cass, Detroit (16- 
19); Royal Alexandra, Toronto (21- 
26). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (lst Co.).— 
Curran, San Francisco (16-26). 

‘Beat the Band’ (tryout )—Shubert, 


New Haven. (17-19) (premiere): 
Shubert, Boston (21-26), 

‘Best Foot Forward’ — Erlanger, 
Chicago (16-26). ° 

‘Blackouts of 1942’ (vaude)—El 


Capitan, Los Angeles (16-26). 
| ‘Claudia’ (lst Co.).—Geary, 
| Francisco (16-26), 
| ‘Corn Is Green’- 
| Phia (21-26). 

| ‘Count Me In’ 
| 

| 

| 





San 


-Locust, Philadel- 


(tryout)—Shubert, 
Boston (16-19). 
‘Eve of St. Mark’ (tryout) 
bur, Boston (24-26) (premiere). 
‘Franklin yout )—Play- 


Wil- 


Street’ (tr 


| house, Wilmington (18-19) (pre- 
| miere); National, Washington (21- 
26). 


‘Good Night Ladies’ — Blackstone. 


i Chicago (16-26). 

| ‘Hellzapoppin’ — Nixon, Pittsburgh 
| (21-26). 

| ‘Junior Miss’ (2d Co.).—Erlanger, 
| Buffalo (16-19); Harris, Chicago (21- 
| 26). 

| ‘Magic’ and ‘Hello Out There’ 
(tryout )—National, Washington (16- 
| 19); Walnut, Philadelphia (21-265, 

| ‘Moon {fs 


} 


Down’—Masonic Aud., 

Rechester, N. Y. (16); Hartman. Co- 

lumbus, O. (16-19); Cass, Detroit 
| (21-26) 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (2d Co.) Har- 


ris, Chicago 
waukee (21-26) 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (3d Co.) 

Alexandra, Toronto (16-19): 
Square, Springfield, Mass 
| Bushnell Auditorium, 
| 26). 
‘Pirate’ (tryout) — University. 
| Mi dison, Wis. (16): Pabst. Milwau- 
| kee (17-19); Hanna, Cleveland (21- 
| 26). 

‘Priorities of 1942’ 
rest, Philadelphia 
Baltimore (21-26). 

‘Show-Off’? (stock) — 
Detroit (16-26). 

‘Street Scene’ (stock)—Playhouse, 
Providence (21-26), 

‘Strip for Action’ (tryout )—Nixon, 
Pittsburgh (16-19); Shubert, New 
Haven (23-26). 

‘Susan and God’ (stock )—-Flatbush, 


Royal 
Court 
(21-23): 
Hartford (21- 


(vaude )—For- 
(16-19); Ford's, 


Lafayette, 


Brooklyn (16-20); Windsor, Bronx 
(22-26). 

‘Vickie’ (tryout) -- Ford’s Balti- 
more (16-19). 


‘Watch on the Rhine’—Biltmore. 
Los Angles (16-26), 

‘You Can’t Take It 
| (stock)—Windsor, Bronx 





with You’ 
(16-20). 


(16-19 ff Dav idson, Mii- 


Literati 





Pro-Axis Editors Jailed 

Two editors of notorious South 
American Nazi propaganda sheet, 
‘El Pampero,’ have been jailed on 
charges of disrespect toward Ar- 
gentine congressmen, who are 
members of the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee investigating anti-Argentine 
—meaning Axis—activities. 

Sentence caused a sensation here 
and south of the border in view of 
fact that the rag, paid for by Berlin 
coin, has been able to get away with 
so much since its founding several 
months after the start of the war. 

Believed reason for crackdown 
was the fact that in present case the 
sheet named Argentine congressmen 
directly and courts here unable to 
find a pretext to let the swastika 
scribblers go. Those jailed are 
Fausto de Tezanos Pinto, 37, who 
was given six months, and Oligario 
Victor Andrade, 32, who was or- 
dered to 10 months behind bars »y 
Judge Dr. Miguel Jantus. Court 
held remarks in Pampero ‘offended 
the dignity and decorum of mem- 
bers of the Congress.’ 

Nazi sheet, which is still widely 
sold in Argentina and shipped else- 
where, particularly to still ‘neutral’ 
Chile, has shrunk to four pages in 
recent months, although not pulling 
in its horns in the nature and venom 
of attacks. Daily continues to fea- 
ture dispatches from: the officially 
blacklisted Tranocean Agency and 
plays up Goebbels versions of the 
war on the Russian front together 
with repeated attacks on the Uniied 
Nations. 

Newsboys get the rag at cut price, 
and thousands of copies are mailed 
to an extensive list compiled by the 
German Embassy. 





Trenton Times’ Makeshift 

The Trenton Times, which last 
week suspended publication when 
printers refused to pass a_ picket 
line of striking circulation men, 
|came out Thursday (10) with an 
eight-page 12 by 16% inches tabloid. 
Paper, a_ photo-offset typewritten 
job, was printed at the Times’ 
auxiliary plant, formerly used for 
getting out Sunday supplement ma- 
terial. Edition was run off on an off- 
set press and a limited number of 
copies sold at downtown newssiands 
for 2c, instead of the regular 3c rate. 

Paper was made up of two and a 
half pages of local and wire news, 
two pages of comics, a page of pix, 
two pages of legal advertisements, 
mostly official election notices, and 
a half-page statement of the Times’ 
stand in the strike. Statement also 
held for the morning State-Gazette, 
which was forced to discontinue 
publication because of a similar 
strike in its own plant. 

Times has announced that it would 
issue its tabloid edition daily until 
regular publication can be resumed. 

Gene Lyons Is Just a Softie 

tf Gwen Dhu never sells another 
article, she'll at least have the sat- 
isfaction of knowing that all editors 
aren't as calloused as fiction would 
have them be. At the Overseas 
Press Club luncheon in New York 
|last week, tendered to American 
newspaper people recently returned 
from the Far fast on the exchange 
ship Gripsholm, Miss Dhu sold her 
first article, sight unseen, to editor 
Fugene Lyons of The American 
Mercury. 

Miss Dhu had just finished narrat- 
ing her experiences as an internee 
|in Hongkong when along came a 
|note from Lyons, who was present, 
|to Lowell Thomas, the club’s presi- 
| dent and the juncheon’s toastmaster. 
| [t said, in effect, that the first article 
| by Miss Dhu, a struggling freelance 


| reporter - photographer, was 
| 











com- 
mitted to the Mercury on whatever 
subject she chose, presumably on the 
Far East. 


Pitt Dailies Tilt to 4c 

All three Pittsburgh newspapers, 
morning Post-Gazette and the after- 
noon Press and Sun-Telegraph, an- 
nounced an increase in the price of 
single copies, from 8 to 4c, over the 
weekend, the tilt gofng inio effect 
on Monday (14). 

Circulation hike had been con- 
templated for some time but in cer- 
tain quarters wasn’t expected to 
come for month or so. At same 
time, Press and Sun-Tele increased 
their Sunday editions from 10 to 12c, 
this boost beginning next week (20). 
Post-Gazette aabtilien only six days 
a week and has no Sunday paper, 





Morrow's Columbus Citizen 
Walter Morrow, Scripps-Howard 
veteran, has been named editor of 
the Columbus (O.) Citizen, succeed- 
ing Robert W. Brown, resigned after 

















entering military service. Going to 
Columbus from Washington, where 
he served the last two years as op- 
erating secretary of the Retailers’ 
Advisory Committee, Morrow is well 
acquainted with the Ohio newspaper 
field through previous service with 
the Cleveland Press and as editor of 
the Akron Times-Press. He also 
served previously as editor-in-chief of 
the southwestern group of the 
Scripps-Howard chain, 





Artists-Writers’ Show 


Artists & Writers Association, 
which includes newspapermen, car- 
toonists and legit managers, will 


sponsor a series of entertainments, 
proceeds to the American Theatre 
Wing. First show called ‘Incendiary 
Blondes’ will be held in the grand 
ballroom of the Waldorf-Astoria, 
N. Y., Oct. 23. Stage names will ap- 
appear, while models will as host- 
esses. 

Committee for the hotel event: 
Frank Crowninshield, Ted Saucier, 
Grantland Rice, Rube Goldberg, 
Charles D. Williams, John Golden 
and Mrs. Robert L. Clarkson. 


Runyon’s Observation 

Since running a column on the 
‘correct’ type of war songs, which 
the Office of War Information would 
like to see Tin Pan Alley propagate, 
Damon Runyon has been inundated 
with crackpot amateurs’ song mss. 

‘There are two things every man 
thinks he can do—write a song and 
run a newspaper,’ observes the col- 
umnist, now also a 20th-Fox pro- 
ducer. 

Incidentally, he and Mark Hellin- 
ger are the two Hollywood expatri- 
ates who hang on to their regular 
newspaper chores while producing 
pictures (Hellinger is at Warner 
Bros.). Others, such as Walter Win- 
chell, only did casual film chores, 
while scrivening, and in the latter's 
case it was as an actor, not a writer 
or producer. Whitney _ Bolton, 
David O. Selznick aide, is also con- 
tinuing his syndicated column. 
Crowell Names Pub for Each Mag 

The Crowell-Collier Publishing 
Co. has announced the appointment 
of a publisher for each of its maga- 
zines, a title never before used by 
the organization. 

Thomas H. Beck, president of the 
company, has been named publisher 
of Collier’s, he also retains the pres- 
idency. J. A. Welch, v.p. of the 
company and president of the Ad- 
vrtising Federation of America, has 
become publisher of the Woman's 
Home Companion, and Arthur H. 
Motley, also a v.p. of the organiza- 
tion, was made publisher of the 
American Magazine. 





Gardner’s Fancy Sales 
Erle Stanley Gardner looks cer- 
tain to set an all-time high sales 
record this year for an American 
mystery story writer. His books, in 
$2 and 75c editions, will sell over 
1,000,000 copies in this country alone 
He sold 841,952 copies last year in 
the new and reprint editions. 
Gardner’s first two books were 
published in 1933. They employed 
his Perry Mason character as the 
lawyer-detective who solved every- 
thing in sight. Later books use Doug 
Selby as the sleuth. 
Can. Authors Elect 
Officers elected at the concluding 
banquet of the 21st annual conven- 
tion of the Canadian Authors’ Asso- 
ciation held in Montreal Saturday 
(12) were: president, succeeding 
Madge Macbeth of Ottowa, Dr. Wat- 
son Kirkconnell, Hamilton; honorary 
president, Sir Charles G. D. Roberts; 
vice-presidents: Evelyn Eaton, Vic- 
toria Beach, N. S.; Leo Cox, Mon- 
treal; Wilfrid Eggleston, Ottawa: 
Kathleen Strange, Winnipeg, and 
Yvonne Stevenson, Vancouver. 


CHATTER 

Erskine Johnson heads Hollywood 
bureau of Newspaper Enterprise 
Association, succeeding Paul Harri- 
son who is moving east as chief of 
the organization’s N. Y. office. John- 
son continues his Hollywood radio 
program and his column in the L. A. 
Daily News. 

Relman Morin, Associated Press 
correspondent recently released by 
the Japs, feted by Hollywood friends. 

John McDougal Burns II, state 
news editor of the Nashville (Tenn.) 
Tennessean, in volunteer officer can- 
didate training school, He has a 
wife and one son 

Salamanca Inquirer Co. chartered 
to conduct a printing-publishing 


business in Salamanca, N. Y. Di- 
rectors are Paul M. Hassett, Edmis- 
ton Hagmeir and Albert M. Kraus. 
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Broadway 





Ray Milland in from the Coast. 


Laurence Schwab up from Miami 


Beach. : 

Edward G. Robinson in town after 
e tour of USO-Army camps. 

Jimmy Stroock’s Bianca (Blackie) 
costumed road companies of ‘Junior 
Miss.’ 

Mrs. Murray Phillips, widow of 
the casting agent, opening her own 
office. 

Paul Whiteman sojourning three 
weeks east, before returning to Hol- 
ly wood. 

Mort Blumenstock in Chicago on 

ublicity-advertising matters for 

arners. 

Laura Deane Dutton, nitery and 
radio songstress, up for a 20th-Fox 
screen test. 

Yeoman Billy Reed. ex-emcee and 
nitery stager, giving Main St. a fast 
10-day whirl. 

Publicist George D. Lottman, long 
ailing, back home after a critical op. 
at the Park East hosp. 

Passportitis kept one USO unit 
from clippering to Bermuda to en- 
tertain U. S. troops there. 

Bob Hussey, in charge of radio 
contracts for the Par studio, came in 
Friday (11) for two weeks. 

Max Magnits, ex-‘Variety’ corre- 

ndent in Berlin, is now Corp. 
Magnus, Army Air Base, Syracuse. 

Wynn Murray, currently in “Sons 
O’ Fun,’ is seeking an out on her 
contract with Walter Bachelor. 

WOR’s Henry Morgan profiled in 
next week’s Satevepost as ‘Morgan 
the Maleficent,” by John Durant. 

Guy who jabbed Cliff Hall in face 
with broken beer glass got five to 10 
}ears. Hall lost sight of one eye. 

Publicist Harry Sobol on the Coast 
to open Hollywood branch. Ted 
Hartman holding down eastern end. 

Roy Rogers, cowboy film player, 
will be featured in rodeo at Madi- 
son Square Garden, opening Oct. 7. 


Agma, a nag named after the 
American Guild of Musical Artists, 
won first start at Aqueduct last 
week. 


Alex Gard. the theatrical carica- 
turist, joins the Navy next week, go- 
ing into the Quartermaster depart- 
ment. 


Dr. Miguel Elias. George M. 
Cohan’s physician, into army. Dr. 
Roland Grausman taking over his 


practice. 

Leda Bauer, N. Y. story depart- 
ment head for RKO, back from the 
Coast after conferring with Charles 
Koerner. 

Broadway and Tin Pan Aliey pals 
toasted Mose Gumble Monday at 
Toots Shor’s on the occasion of his 
birthday. 

Joe Vitale turned down by Army 
because of physical condition. He 
expected to be inducted on birthday 
last week. 

Bud Netter, son of Leon Netter, 
Par theatre executive, at Holy Cross 
college studying for a commission in 
the Navy. 

Ella Raines, Washington U. little 
theatre actress, who was tested by 
Warner Bros. on_the Coast, east for 
a possible play. 

Quentin Reynolds, Collier's War 
correspondent, back from London. 
Will linger here before getting an- 
other assignment. 

Pvt. Max Wilk, son of Jake Wilk, 
eastern story head for Warner Bros., 
at been made classification clerk at 

amp Upton, L. I. 

Harry Royster, who operates the 
upstate N. Y. (Netco circuit) the- 
atres for Par, was in town Monday 
(14) on operating matters. 





John Stein, former press agent for 
the late Texas Guinan, is coordina- 
tor of entertainment for 4th Inter- 
ceptor Command, San Francisco. 

Boxoffice staff at the Broadway for | 
‘This Is the Army.’ has little time for | 
lunch, so Arnold Reuben delivers it 
to them daily himself, and it’s on 
the cuff. 

Mrs. W. Averell (Marie) Harriman | 
hostessing a going-away shindig next | 
week for agent Mark Hanna, gone | 
OWI, and due to sail for London! 
shortly. | 

Robert Leonard, formerly one of | 
veudeville’s best roue characters, at- 
tracted managerial attention by his | 
recent performance in ‘The New | 
Moon’ at Carnegie Hall. 

Next idea for nearby overseas en- | 





tertainment will be # name band 
Plus some sock single, since the} 
soldier-boy jukebox addicts g0 


strong for the jive maestros. 
The Freddie Fitzsimmons bowling 
alley in Brooklyn, financed by 
Donald Flamm, is paying out like a 
slot machine. Being enlarged to 40 
alleys, the largest in that sector. 
American Theatre Wing will give 
a testimonial luncheon in honor of 
Irving Berlin, the cast and staff of 
This Is The Army’ Friday (18) at 
the Astor hotel: notables will attend. 
e ‘Aryans Under the Skin’ num- 
ber has been dropped from the sec- 
Ond act of ‘This Is the Army,’ at the 
Broadway. It ridiculed the Nazi 
claim of ‘Yellow Aryan’ status for 
the Japs. 
Bob Goldstein, 20th ialent scout, 
Slated to go in as a private. An air 


base colonel meantime has requested 
'm as morale officer, and if that 
comes through, the billing may be 
apt. Robert Goldstein. 

While hubby Bill White is OWI- 





ng in London, Ruth Morris and their 
adopted baby are with Mrs, William 


| Over 


Morris, Sr., at their Saranac retreat. 
Abe Lastfogel, g.m. of the Morris 
agency, visited them this past week. 

Emcee Bill Steele into the Air 
Corps as specialist on morale. Steele 
has been long with Walter Jacobs’ 
Jord (and Lake) Tarleton hotels; 
aod Jimmy Hitz, manager at the 
Miami Beach Tarleton, is also slated 
to go in; expects a commission. 

Al Rosen, who produced ‘Good 
Night Ladies,’ now at the Blackstone, 
Chicago, is going to banquet certain 
pals who would not invest in 
‘Ladies’ or become his backers. 
Agent Howard Lang finally put up 
the money for the production. 

A modern Hall of Fame in carica- 
ture was unveiled yesterday after- | 
noon (15) in the Green Room of the | 
Hotel Edison, simultaneously with 
the establishment there of a Victory 
Lunch-time Canteen by the Ameri- 


can Women’s Voluntary Services. 
Sketches done in color by Sam 
Norkin. 





Washington 


Tommy Bodkin here to count up 
the cash for ‘This Is the Army.’ 


Lt. Richard Barthelmess dined 
with Donald Crisp at La Salle Du- 
bois. 

George Bruce of Metro’s writing 
staff here for script okay on ‘Salute 
to the Marines.’ 

La Conga opens Friday (18) as 
newest night club. Few miles be- 
yond District line on Baltimore Pike. 


Gerald Trimble becomes manager 
of Hotel 2400:@ Served at Claridge. 
Atlantic City, until Air Corps took 
it over. 

Greer Garson at Doctors hospital 
for a rest. Became too emotional 
and very tired in a strenuous war 
bonds tour. 

Watson Barrett, who designed 
Eddie Dowling’s current one-act 
plays, here to do a decorating job 
for Stage Door Canteen. 

Charlie Grimes, of the Metropoli- 
tan theatre, made Maryland man- | 
ager for Warner houses. Takes the | 
late Guy Wonders post. 

John Shubert becomes a captain 
in the Specialist Corps. Will devote 
his time to providing shows {for 
camps off the beaten path. | 

Edward Arnold and Fay Bainter 
due in from Hollywood for the 
world premiere of ‘War and Mrs. 
Hadley.’ Opens here with $1,000,000 | 
war bonds unvailing night of Sept. 23. | 

Johnny Payette, Warners’ zone 
manager, dines old friends of George j 
M. Cohan at the Raleigh tonight | 
(Wednesday). Eddie Plohn, Frank | 
P. Morse, Eddie Keller, and John 
Jay Daly invited to meet the critics. | 

Ken Reichard, who has just joined | 
the Earle orchestra from Mal Hal- | 
lett’s band, sprained his ankle first | 
show Saturday. Leader Joe Lom- 
bardi took over the percussion job, 
with C. Fred Clarke on the pedium. 








| 





Kansas City 


By E. E. Horton 


| 


1 


Bette Davis here for war bond | 
rally. 
Lynn Bari and Ronald Colman | 
talked at victory rally in Kansas | 


City, Kan. 
Chuck Foster orchestra now play- 


ing in the Terrace Grill, Hotei | 
Muehlebach. 

Carl Willis (Hazell), former an- | 
nouncer at KCKN. received his | 


wings and a commission in air corps 
in Roswell, N. M. 
Emil Petti orchestra, in from Chi- 


cago for the first anniversary week | 
of the Drum Room at the Hotei | 
President, is being held over at the 


spot. 
Although officially closed for the 
season, Fairyland Park is reopening 


for weekends during September, 
with Harlan Leonard band in ball- | 
room. 
The Kansas Citv (Kan.) Police Re- | 
lief Association is sponsoring a ‘1x- 


day rodeo, produced by Fred Alverd. | 
in the arena at the American Royal 
building. 


New Haven 
By Harold M. Bone 





Dan Cummings leaves Paramount 
for service duty. 
War drain nicking personne] of 
Yale drama dept. plenty. 
Lee Shubert back on Sunday) 
vaude-band grind again. a 
Shubert is announcing a week of 
‘Junior Miss’ for Oct. 19. 1 
Ted Teschner has shed the Bijou| 
for a Toledo managerial post 
Vincent Palmieri doing local the- | 
atre rally m.c. duty these days. } 
Ensign Sam Byrd hopped in for a) 
look at Stony Creek. where he straw- | 
hatted in 1941. 
Terry Reynolds, one-time thesp. | 
| 


due for retirement after 20 years as, 
fire dept. theatre inspector. 

Harry Richman, Bert 
Carol Bruce and Henny Youngman 
headlined last Saturday's bond rally 
on central Green. 


Virginia Gilmore bedded with a/| the Lou Gehrig flicker, ‘The Pride of | gold Ballroom here, for one-nighter 
| following Happy 
Nick Stuart’s orch, which played | gagement and preceding Memphis} 


cold while here with Charles Laugh- 
ton and Ann Rutherford on ‘Stars | 
America,’ bond caravan, 


!to terminate contract. 


| 
| Lyons), in 


| Baxter. 


;} resumes its 
| former English boxing champ 
|; George 


| new road 


London 


Flanagan and Allen touring own 
vaudeville unit for four week. 

Boosey & Hawkes profits have in- 
creased this year from $127,000 to 
$138,500. 

Tom Arnold is after Bruce Trent, 
vocalist with Jack Payne band, to 








tinental, Hotel Jefferson, last season, 


returns for another stand tonight 
(16). 
IATSE, Local No. 143. through 


Robert Thomsen, purchased $400,000 
of war bonds in recent drive. It was 
the largest single sale during the 
campaign. 

Nat E. Steinberg, St. Louis man- 
ager for Republic Pictures, is ar- 
ranging a special preview of “The 


play in ‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ op-| Flying Tigers’ at Fanchon & Marco's 


posite Frances Day. 


Alfred Esdaile has bought entire | 


‘Big Top’ revue from Charles Coch- 


ran, which he intends to tour the} film 


sticks with provincial cast. 

Evelyn Barr, Cechoslovakian artist 
with ENSA, is sought for the Eric 
Maschwitz ‘More New Faces’ revue, 
which Jack Hylton is sponsoring. 

Roy and John Boulton finished 
‘Thunder Rock’ for Metro and re- 
joined Crown Films, which is Min- 
istry of Information unit making 
government films. 

Richard Tauber doing a hideaway 
in Torquay to learn his part in ‘Old 
Chelsea,’ of which he is part author 
and in which he is starring. Bernard 
Delfont producing. 

William Henshall is to appeal 
against judgment in suit he recently 
lost against Sid Field, the revue art- 
ist, whom he claimed he had under 
another year’s contract. 

Next Flanagan and Allen picture 
for British National is ‘Theatre 
Royal, with John Baxter directing. 
Shooting to start first week in De- 
cember at Rock studios, Elstree. 

Vredenburg Inglesby, sole backer 
of the International Ballet, ig a Dutch 
business man whose hobby is ballet. 
Mona Inglesby, his daughter, is the 
premiere dancer of the company. 

Marlene Dorsay, claiming to have 
played ‘Folies Bergere’ before the 
war, 1s doing takeoff of Phyllis 
Dixey, England’s ace stripper, and 
has been served with writ for in- 
fringement. 

Bernard Delfont has bought new 
farce written by Walter Ellis titled 
‘Sleeping Out.” in which he will star 


| Gene Gerrard. Show opens Sept. 28 
,at Hippodrome. 


Nottingham, with 
rest of tour to follow. 


Jack Hylton has leased the Winter 


| Garden for seven years, with Hylton 


permitted to give four weeks’ notice 


originally to have been a Hylton- 
Tom Arnold joint venture. 
Lyons’ corner house 
Shaftesbury 
been 


(Maison 
_ avenue, 
closed since last 


which has 


| London blitz, has been taken over by 


the government for American troops. 
Will be operated as club-eatery. 


Prior to returning to America, Al | 


Jolson, 
Morison, 
Jenkins will give ts.o concerts for 
American troops Sept. 20, with one 
of the shows to be broadcast by BBC 
to all troops. 

Walter Mycroft, former production 
head of Associated British Picture 


Merle Oberon, Patricia 


| Corp.. dickering for film rights of | 
by Lynn | 


‘Other People’s 
which 


duced by 


Houses,’ 
Was recently pro- 
Bernard Delfont in the 


| West End. 


Lee Ephraim has headache with 
‘Claudia,’ which is now touring the 
sticks and due at St. Martin’s thea- 
tre this month. Nova Pilbeam. 
playing lead is held to be unsuited 
for part, with Ephraim trying hard 
to get Mary McGuire to replace. 

Ambrose’s ‘Merry Go Round,’ 
starring Dorothy Carless, 
Carew Harry Seltzer. Three in 
Harmony and the Ambrose Octet 
vaudeville tour, open- 
ing at f!ford for Hyams Bros. shortly, 


Theatre was | 


{ 








Frank McHueh and Allen | 


| 


St. Louis theatre Tuesday (22). 

R. C. Lightfoot is making head- 
quarters here for the newly created 
checking territory for Vita- 
graph, Inc. St. Louis was formerly 
under the jurisdiction of D. S. Ram- 
dell in Chicago. 

Leonard Ceeley. who starred for 
several seasons at the Municipal 
Theatre Assn’s Forest Park theatre, 
guest of honor at a dinner thrown 
by friends as he opened an engage- 
ment at the Crystal Terraee, Park 
Plaza hotel. 

Elizabeth Stone, former inspector 
for UA, has been named booker for’ 
Producers Releasing Corp., headed 
by Noah Bloomer. Another addi- 
tion to Bloomer’s sales staff is Guy 
Pisani, former manager of the Co- 
lumbia theatre here. 





Chicago 


Bing Crosby a Chicago visitor, 
spending large part of his stay at 
local racetrack. 

Film Bookers Club plans jamboree 
and dinner at Kungshoim Restaur- 
ant on Sept. 24. 

Syd Eckman, Metro booker, has 
gone into the Signal Corps, stationed 
in Lexington, Ky. 

Harry omas, eastern sales man- 
ager for Monogram, a Chicago vis- 
itor on company business. 

Jane“ Wyman, Eddie Wasserman 
and Gabe York in town for cam- 
paigning in connection with the War 
Bond Drive. 

Nat Nathanson. salesman in Chi 
office of United Artists. has become 
branch manager for the company 
in Milwaukee. 

Bea Blumenthal of Ad-Art Dis- 


play solicited two truckloads of 
cakes, cookies, cigarets and candy 
from Film Row execs for the Chi- 


cago Servicemen’s Center. 

In its third year, ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ has played 75 Chicago thea- 
tres and is currently showing simul- 
taneously at 29 houses outside the 
Loop area at popular prices. 

Over 300 Cfficago motion picture 
salesmen, branch and district man- 
agers met last week at the Warner 
Assembly Hall to listen to Arthur 
Fischer, of Treasury Dept., deliver 
pep talk on September bond sale and 
outline future plans. 


Philadelphia 


Ruth Schoening of the KYW staff 
.. ill merge soon with Richard Mar- 





tin, in officers’ training school in 
| Maryland. 
Bob Barry, Inquirer Washington 


| 
i 


correspondent, commissioned a cap- 
tain in the Marine Corps. 

Val Irving, who had a long stay at 
the Club Bali last year, back in town 


| with a couple of vaude dates here 


j and 
Leslie } 
| Music 


with Stoll] and Moss dates to follow. | 


Morton Lewis, son of ‘Kid’ Lewis. 
who 


has been over in Hollywood crank- } 
ing for Warners, is back, now woark- | 


ing in ‘Halt, Who’s Here,’ Columbia 
Formby _ starrer, which 
started shooting at Denham Aug. 31. 
Marcel Varnel directing. 

Collins & Grade have lined up 
show headed by Maurice 
family and Elsie Bower 
(who became Mrs. Colleano 
centiv) which opens at Chatham, 
with Moss, Stoll and General Thea- 
tres dates to follow. Show already 


Colleano 


| booked six months into 1943 


Having completed musical 
for Gainsborough Films’ 
Arthur Was a Gentleman,’ starring 
Arihur Askey. Manning Sherwin 
has been commissioned to write 
score for ‘Miss London, Lid,” the 
next starrer company is doing for 
Askey. Shooting starts Oct. 1 at 
Islington studios. 

Owen Nares last his younger son. 


score 
‘King 


Affairs Committee. 


re- | 


Geoffrey, who was killed on active | 


service. He was a lieutenant in the 
Royal Lancers. Appeared on the 
stage in various roles but was more 
interested in the scenic and decora- 
tive side. and designed settings for 


‘The Constant Wife.’ 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 


John X. Quinn. local manager of 
Loew's. in a local hospital. 
Forest Park Highlands, the major 


the season. 
Fred Calvin, New York, in town 
preparing bally for local showing of 


the Yankees.’ 


a five-week engagement at Club Con- 


{ 
; 
1 


| and theatre singer, now in Army. 


Wheeler. | amusement park here, shuttered for | Hollywood in place of Jean Parker 
{with Laurel & Hardy and Richard 


‘Candida.’ ‘George and Margaret’ and i Se ee Soe Serene wee 


in Camden. 
Joe Fuhrman, local rep for Berlin | 
and brother of 
Clarence Fuhrman, set to be 


Bandleader | 


ifi- | 


ducted this week 

Virginia Davis, daughter of | 
Maestro Meyer Davis, gets the 
ingenue part in ‘Susan and God’ | 
when Ilka Chase's troupe hits the | 
BOad 

Howard Cushman, Record staffer 


and former press agent for Federal | 


Theatre in New York, joins the staff | 


Inter-American 


her by the actor in 1938. 


of the Rockefeller 


By Les Rees 


| 
} 
; 


Leon Algranti, Metro home-office 
aucitor. nere 

Abe Kaplan, independent circuit 
owner, ailing 

Cab Calloway spotied into Or-| 
pheum, Oct. 390. 

Bob Lawson. of National Screen 


entered the Navy. 

Clyde Lucas underlined for Prom 
Ballroom. Sept. 25-27 | 

Jack Thoma, Columbia exploiteer, | 
in briefly from €hicago. | 

Lorraine Stern now her father's| 
assitant at Majestic exchange. | 

Hal Halperin, (‘Variety’) in from | 
Chicago for medical attention. 

Old Log. strawhat theatre. held | 

Paul Allen. former local nitery 

Loca! theatres worried over im- 
pending taxicab service curtailment. 

Cyril Lebedoff. National] . Screen 
salesman, legally changed name to 
Lee. 

Eddie Cochrane, formerly of War- 
ners, now with armed forces in 
Great Britain. 

Peggy Diggins 


coming in from 


Arlen for war bond rally here. 
Ray Herbeck orchestra into Mari- 





j 
| 


|1o escort Ginger Rogers on a 





Hour uiterie en- 


hatel hooking. 


Hollywood 





Fred Seelig joined Universal pube 
licit:- staff. 

Milt Stein joined Columbia's pub- 
licity staff. 

Michael Breen 
Levey agency. 

Kenny Baker 
r- .ch for $27,000. 


joined the Bert 


ought a California 


William Farnum recovering from 
abcominal surgery. 
S. Barret McCormick in town for 


RKO studio huddles. 

Keith Richards, screen player, re- 
c. ‘ering from surgery. 

Betty Grable returned from a tour 
of Carolina Army camps. 

Mervyn Leroy back from his vaca- 
tion at Colorado Springs. 

Lewis Stone upped to colonelcy in 
the California State Militia. 

Joe Perry called to Muskegon, 
‘ ich., by his mother’s illness 

Myron Fagan, stage producer. re- 
covering from an appendectomy. 

Martin Lamont obtained a release 
from his player contract at RKO 

Priscilla Lane withdrew from ‘The 
Powers Girl’ on account of illness. 

Margaret Adams Talbot. model, 
filed suit for divorce against Lyle 
Talbot. 

Bob Mark checked off the Repub- 
lic lot after six years as chief of 
makeup. 

Joan Valerie divorced Grant Rich- 
ards in Las Vegas, Nev. Both are in 
pictures. 

John Garfield back on the job 
after a fever contracted on location 
in Florida. 

Charles P. Skouras of Portland, 
Ore., on the first leg of a National 
Theatres tour. 

John Mock sitting in as story edi- 
tor at Columbia while D. A. Doran 
is vacationing. 

George Smith, western division 
sales manager, in town for Para- 
mount huddles. 

Billy De Wolfe, dancing comic. ar- 
rived from Broadway to break into 
pictures in ‘Dixie.’ 

Joan Leslie back in Hollywood 
after collapsing in Montana during 
a War Bond tour, — 


Clifford Odets fined $150 for 
drunken driving in the Malibu 
Beach dimout zone. 

Virgina Walker Hawks. former 


film actress, to Reno to divorce W/l- 
liam Hawks, producer. 

Maureen O'Sullivan, taken il! in 
British Columbia, returning to Hol- 
Ivwood to recuperate. 

Sam Hayes, NBC gridiron oracle, 
will pick football winners (‘*) this 
fall for ‘Daily Variety.’ 

Vi-er Hardy bedded with laryn- 
gitis, delaying his tour with ‘Stars 
Over America’ for a week. 

Richard Martin, film player. back 
at RKO after three weeks’ confine- 
ment with yellow jaundice. 

Bud Abbott and “ou Costello back 
in town after selling $75,000.000 
. orth of War Bonds on the road. 

Lieut. Ben Chapman, former film 
writer, in from the South Seas on 
furlough from his Army flying iob. 

Herbert J. Yates checked in from 
New York for conferences with M. J. 
Siegel on future production at Re- 


public. 
Walter Wanger contributed 300 
classical books to the library of 


Motion Picture Relief Fund’s Coun- 
try House. 
Harold Dunn, supervisor for War- 


; ners in the Far East, returned to the 
| studio after months of internment in 
| Shanghai. 


Ted Withers, chief of Columbia's 
title department, won first prize in 
the poster contest held by National 
Defense. Inc. 

Income tax liens were filed against 
Howard Hawks, producer, for $30.- 
000, and Max W. Finston, studio 
musician, for $10,600 

Elaine Barrie, former wife of John 
Barrymore, was awarded $3.300. the 
value of an insurance policy given 


Mrs. Gene Autry closing her Cali- 


Minn olis | fornia home and moving to Phoenix, 
eap } 


| is stationed at Luke Field. 


Ariz., to be near her husband, who 


Virginia Bruce Ruben filed a peti- 
tion for letters of administration to 
the estate of J. Walter Ruben. who 


| left ‘more than $50.000’ but no will 


RKO’'s 
weeks of 
War Bond 

out again 
tour 


Connie Krebs returned to 
publicity department afte: 
touring on Midwest 
drives, and moved right 


of the Southwest. 


By Leslie Harris 


Al Weiss, Olympia manager. back 
from vacation. 
Reported Army will take over the 


| Beachcomber. 

Coburn Clark, 600 Club band 
leader, into Army. 

Cloyd Head has joined WQAM 


staff as news commentator. 

Ira’s Supper Club will occupy for- 
mer Ruby Foo’s this season. 

Jack Kofeod, former Daily News 
amusement editor, has received his 
captaincy in Army. 

Clark Gable set for appearance on 
Army Air Technical Command's 
radio stanza, ‘Contact.’ 

Cesar LaMonica, director of Miami 
Concert orchestra, has joined Army 
as band director in Signal Corps. 

Ensign Brad Ansley, former WIOD 
news editor, has been transferred 
here to handle Navy radio public re- 
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OBITUARIES 


DR. JACOB HYMAN 

Dr. Jacob Hyman, 70, x-ray 
cislist, died in Beverly 
last Wednesday (9). 
man he was teamed with the late 
Harry Houdini in a magic act. At 
35 he retired from the stage to study 
medicine and was graduated from 
Ohio State University in 1913. 

One brother was Joe Hayman, of 
the stage team of Hayman and 
Franklin, better known in England. 
Hayman was also a writer, known 
fo; his ‘Cohen on the Telephone. 
Arother brother was Robert Fulgora, 
a protean artist who is now at the 
Percy Williams Home, Amityville, 
Z. 5 

Widow and another brother sur- 
vive, along with an uncle, Mark Nel- 
son of the Apeda studios, N. ps 
thectrical photographers. 


spe- 





FRANK C. ZEHRUNG 


Frank Connell Zehrung, 83, pio- 
neer showman in the midwest, died 
Sept. 8 at his home in Van Nuys, 
Cal., after two years of illness re- 
sulting from a fall in Lincoln, Neb., 
where he had maintained his head- 
quarters as chief owner and opera- 
tor of the Crawford & Zehrung cir- 
cuit of legit houses, dating back to 
1894. The circuit covered Lincoln, 
Des Moines, Sioux City, St. Joseph 
and El Paso until 1917, when he 
retired from active business. 

Aside from show business he was 
elected mayor of Lincoln five times 
and served three years as president 
of the Western Baseball League. 





THEODORE D. MIDDAUGH 


Theodore Darwin Middaugh, 83, 
retired stage préducer, died in Buf- 
falo Sept. 7 after an illness of sev- 
eral months. Originally a musician, 
he organized and directed minstrel 
troupes appearing throughout the 
country for 50 years. 

Middaugh was a member of Joe 
Gorton’s New Orleans Minstrel 
troupe, a top attraction of the ‘80s, 
and toured with ‘Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin,’ ‘Our German Maid’ and as 
a musician with Eddie Foy’s ‘Crystal 
Slipper’ before the turn of the 
century. He managed theatres in 
various towns of Western New York 
until his retirement in 1926. 





FLORENCE GERALD 

Florence Gerald, 84, veteran stage 
actress, died Sept. 6 in New York. 

Miss Gerald had first appeared on 
the stage under the management of 
Charles Frohman in 1898, playing in 
‘The Girl From Maxim's.’ Among the 
more notable productions in which 
she appeared are ‘Resurrection,’ 
‘The Shame Woman, ‘Within The 
Law,’ ‘The Barker,’ ‘Lily Sue,’ ‘Maya’ 
and ‘The Heaven-Tappers.’ 


She had | 


Hills, Cal.,}erator of the legit Oliver theatre 
As a young|jn 





FRANK C. ZEHRUNG 
Frank C. Zehrung, long-time op- 


Lincoln, Neb., and five times 
mayor of the city, died last wpek 
in the Van Nuys, Cal. He had been 
in retirement there. Burial in Léme. 
coln yesterday (15). 

Survived by widow. 





FRANCES KNOWLES 

Frances Knowles, 50, newspaper, 
screen and magazine writer, died 
Sept. 11 in Hollywood after an op- 
eration. 

For several years she had worked 
on Cecil B. DeMille’s writing staff 
and contributed numerous stories to 
magazines. 


URBAN HEPPLER 


Urban Heppler, former treasurer 
of the Philadelphia local of Theatri- 
cal Stage Employes Union, and for 
18 years stage carpenter of the Fox 
theatre in that city, died last Thurs- 
day after three-month illness. Sur- 
vived by widow and two sons. 





WILLIAM NASH 


William Nash, 57, pianist and orch 
leader, died Sept. 9 in West Sayville, 
| a § 

Nash had been in vaudeville for 
years and directed a number of or- 
chestras on Long Island. 

Widow and a daughter survive, 





ALBERT DOUGLAS HILL 
Albert Douglas Hill, 58, designer 
of over 150 theatres built in various 
cities of the U. S., died Sept. 8 in 
Haverford, Pa. 
Leaves a widow and daughter, 





GLENDON G. WEFLER 


Glendon G. Wefler, 28, former 
member of the Canton and Alliance, 
O., Symphony orchestras, died 
Sept. 5 in Aultman hospital, Canton. 

Widow survives. 





Gunder Anderson, father of A. B. 
‘Tony’ Anderson, ex-manager of the 
Pontiac theatre, Saranac, N. Y., and 


now manager of the State theatre, 
Tupper Lake, N. Y., died at the 


general hospital in Saranac, Sept. 7, 
after an illness of eight years. 





Pvt. Jack Chaney, husband of 





Rcberta Costello, stage and night 
club entertainer, was killed acci- 
dentally at his home in Dennison, 
O., Aug. 21 while home on a fur- 
lough, 





Mrs. Mary Fliegel Carroll, an em- 





ployee at the RKO exchange in Pitts- 


burgh for nearly 15 years, died at 


| >» 7 . & 2) = — ‘ 
lately toured in a road company of home in Pittsburgh last week 


‘Tobacco Road.’ 

A sister and a nephew survive. 

EILEEN WILSON 

Eileen Wilson, 47, retired stage 
player, died Sept. 12 in New York. 

Miss Wilson, the first wife 
William Powell, film star, appeared 
with him in the play, ‘Within The 
Law.’ Other productions in which 
Miss Wilson performed include ‘Bur- 
lesque,’ ‘The Night Duel,’ ‘Peter 
Flies High,’ and ‘The Little Spitfire,’ 

A son, William D. Powell, sur- 
Vives. 

GEORGE (‘DOC’) SHUMAN 

George (‘Doc’) Shuman, 68, 
gambler and former operator of the 
Hollywood roadhouse, near Buffalo, 
died suddenly Sept. 12 in the Fed- 
eral Penitentiary, Lewisburg, Pa. 
He started to three-year 
sentence July 1 upon his plea of 
guilty to having pledged 
bonds as security for loans. Since 
his arrival at Lewisburg he had been 
in the prison hospital. 


CHARLES E. QUASS 

Charles E. Quass, Jr., who for sev- 
eral years played in the Palace the- 
atre orchestra, Canton, O., also had 
his own orchestra and played the 
clarinet and saxophone in several 
nationally known bands, died Sept. 7 
in a Culver City, Cal., hospital. 

Parents, widow and daughter sur- 
vive. 


serve a 





Cc. L. (POSS’) PARSONS 

C. L. (‘Poss’) Parsons, 50, sports 
editor of the Denver Post from 1929 
until his retirement in 1941, died at 
his Montana summer home of a 
heart attack Aug. 26. Recently he 
had been a sports announcer on 
KOA, Denver. 

Funeral and burial were in Den- 
ver Monday (31), 


| 


of | ing tests. 





after a brief illness. 


George Ballasario, 39, assistant 
cameraman at Paramount for the 
past eight years, died at the studio 





Mother of Abel Vigard, of the 
legal staff of the Warner circuit, 
died in Newberry, S. C., Sept. 9. 


| Nabe 2-a-Day | 
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that only the large seating capacity 
of his theatres plus air-conditioning 


Crawford, in 


MARRIAGES 


Thelma Prescott to 
dula, in Los Angeles, Sept. 6. 


director. 
Marilyn Hare to Alex Ingals, Aug 


14, in Hollywood. Bride is film 
player and daughter of the late 
Ernie Hare, formerly of the radio 
singing team of Billy Jones and 


Ernie Hare. 

Frances Dusinberrie to Thurston 
New York, Sept. 14. 
Bride is in production department 
at WBNX, Bronx, N. Y. 

Barbara Luddy to Ned Le Fevre, 
Sept. 18, in Chicago. Bride is radio 


actress; he’s an actor-announcer. 
Marjorie Mercurio to Benito 
Moreno, in San Francisco, Sept. 5. 


Groom is singing emcee, now at 
Richelieu Casino, Frisco. 

Connie Barleau to Erwin Ruby, in 
Bowling Green, O., Sept. 9. He is 
orchestra leader, she formerly was 
singer with his band. 

Kay Sawyer to Hal Sawyer, Sept. 
12, in Los Angeles. Groom, CBS an- 
nouncer, changes over to Navy blue 
this week; she’s showgirl with Earl 
Carroll. 

Maude Martin to Dave Chasen, in 
Las Vegas, Nev. She is formerly of 
show biz, he is the former actor, 
now operating a _ restaurant in 
Beverly Hills. 

Tana to Don de Vodi, Sept. 15, in 
Reno. She's a Gypsy singer; he’s a 
band leader, 











Morale Meeting 


Continued from page 2 





heading the entourage from Wash- 
ington. Kyser will swing across the 
country simultaneously to help lure 
big-name talent into the luncheons 
and other events. 

In N. Y. Friday (18) Lewis and 
Meservey have two sessions sched- 
uled. First will be luncheon get- 
together with Kyser and other stars. 
The agency advisory group headed 
by Chester LaRoche will share the 
grub. Later, at NBC, all writers, 
producers and agency people—an 
estimated 350—will meet with the 
OWI officials, Kyser and LeRoche. 

The preambulating Federal spokes- 
men move into Chicago Monday (21) 
for two sessions. In the morning 
with the Chicago members of the 
radio advisory committee and later 
with network officials. Both Kyser 
and LeRoche are to be on hand for 


these parleys. 

Two days (24-25) of discussions 
are on the menu for Hollywood. 
Coast talent included in Kyser’s 


Commandos will be brought together 
with the Federalites and industry 
people at a meeting the first night. 
The second day will be given over 
to the writers, producers, agency 
directors, etc. 

Nat Wolff, West Coast director of 
the OWI radio organization, is head- 
ing east for all of the sessions. 





| 7 Abie’s Payoff 


a otinued from page l= 








increase with every point as 
rating rises as anticipated by the 
author. This arrangement covers the 
first six months, with a flat price to 
be in effect for the balance of the 
five-year contract. 

Miss Nichols explains she is 
gambling on the popularity of her 
program, which won the _ highest 
reting for a show of its kind last sea- 


|} son, considering the length of time 


| it was on the air. 


Possible that the 


} new contract will be for a five-year 


made it possible to operate low- | 
|priced legit at a profit. He also 
points up the fact that his nabe} 


| bookings helped prolong the life of 
|some feebler Broadway plays, citing 


stolen | 


‘Moon Is Down,’ which got six weeks 
in the rotary legit, as an outstanding 
example. The experiment, which 


was originally considered dubious, 
Brandt believes, créated an addi- 
tional following for legit. Among 


other shows on the Brandt time dur- 


ing the past season were ‘Susan and | 


God,’ with Ilkka Chase, ‘Native Son,’ 
‘Guest in the House,’ ‘Candida,’ ‘Es- 
cape Me Never,’ (Bergner), ‘Private 
Lives,’ ‘Reflected Glory,’ ‘Watch on 
the Rhine,’ ‘Cafe Crown,’ ‘Pal Joey,’ 
‘Jason,’ and ‘The Merry Widow,’ 
which winds up the season Oct. 11. 
In shaping up his forthcoming 
two-a-day vaude policy Brandt again 
ran into diffculties with unions. 
They were demanding more money 
for his two-a-day policy than for the 
30 vaude shows weekly he played in 
the same houses last season. Attempt 
was made by union officials to put 
the Brandt venture in the same cate- 
gory as ‘Priorities, the theatre 





operator finally prevailing. 


tern Product is Drene but P & G 


may switch to another of its prod- 
ucts 

When ‘Abie’ suspended for the 
summer, it was rated at 14 but had 
| reached as high as 18. Kastor is the 
agency. 





Nearest to Miss Nichols’ arrange- 
ment was Eddie Cantor’s, which pro- 
vided for a bonus if the rating 
reached a certain level, which it 
never did. 




















+] 
Laud H’wood 
ot ontinued from page 1=——— 


supporting the morale end of the 
war by going to camps and enter- 
taining. Some of them have enlisted 
or given their money. Even stars 
too old for active service are pitch- 
ing in. Another typical answer 
was: ‘I think they are a bunch of 
Americans out there, producing en- 
tertainment for the people, enter- 
taining in training camps and selling 
bonds.’ 


The late Carole Lombard and 
Walt Disney were the individuals 
most frequently commended for 


their patriotism. 


Edward Pa- 
Bride | 
| is a magazine writer, groom a dialog 


lwhich will be outright buys. 


' with the Soviet. 








| 


the | 























This 
automatically removes the one mental 
handicap, so far as the American 
distribs are concerned, to any deal 
Foreign sales man- 
agers, while expressing enthusiasm 
over the proposed deal, and fully 
aware of the propaganda reasons for 
the deal, were unable to forget some 
of the past unhappy business dealings 
with the USSR. Several times in the 
past comprehensive deals were set 
only to founder at the last minute, 
usually because the USSR refused to 
lay the coin on the line in advance in 
New York. 

Now with Artkino, the U. S. distrib 
for Soviet films, acting as a clearing 
house, and on record as prepared to 
pay in cash, the outlook is brighter 
since Artkino is known to have coin 
on hand from its recent rentals plus 
what it will realize on its release deal 
with Republic pix for ‘Moscow 
Strikes Back.’ The only problem, and 
this is one that enly time will solve, 
is how many films will the Russians 
want, 

Past deals, by Paramount for a 
couple of old Gladys Swarthout 
starrers and several equally ancient 
features, involved comparatively 
minute sums. With Artkino on 
record as not having to use lend- 
lease funds to finance the buys, the 
situation resolves itself to how many 
current pix will go to Moscow. Art- 
kino is figured as able to finance 
about 15 top films, or 10 current hits 
and five old ones. Anything more 
than that will bring up the old 
bugaboo of who is going to foot the 
bill. 

Artkino execs and members of the 
Soviet consular staff are now screen- 
ing films and, after making their 
selections will ship them to Moscow 
where the Soviet film heads will 
make the final decisions. Conse- 
quently Artkino doesn’t figure to be 
able to talk turkey for at least an- 
other four weeks, or until the films 
have hit Moscow and word has come 
back, 

OWI's Giveaway Idea 

If the number of films is beyond 
Artkino’s ability to finance, and the 
local distrib of Russian pix figures 
to stand the full gaff of the financtng 
since the USSR, along with other 
foreign nations, is strapped for Yank 
coin, then the OWI figures to step 
into the deal and make purely a 
cuffo arrangement all around with 
no money changing hands. 

Several of the Yank distributors 
would rather have it this way, right 
from the start, since they figure that 
any cash deal for the number of 
films required to do a thorough 
propagandizing chore would require 


| selling at cut rate prices. This they'd 


rather not do with the Soviet since, 
after the war, any such cutrate deals 
may be quoted as having set a prece- 
dent 

In any event, whether it is a cash 
deal or a giveaway worked by the 
OWI in the national interest, the 
only film to change hands would be 
negatives which the Soviets would 


| print and dub for their own use. 








So far as the 
Turkey, Spain, 


other countries— 
Portugal, Switzer- 
land and Sweden—are concerned, 
the problem is a little different. 
Here the American distribs are not 
worried about what happens after 
the war, since film production in 
those countries is puny and does not 


; compare with the Hollywood prod- 


uct. 


Once the war is over and the 


| competition of Axis films, which are 
| practically giveaway, is removed the 


| Hollywood 


product will be able to 


| do business as of yore. 


| prints 





So for these countries 
will probably select the 
wants screened in those 
to offset the Axis pix, 
and dubbings required and 
ship the films in, possibly under 
U. S. government seal. 

As with the Soviet deal, the OWI 
will facilitate the transportation of 
the films and bring subtle pressure 
to bear to make sure they are 
screened. Currently none of these 
countries has U. S. film product ex- 
cept for what was on hand when 
deliveries ceased. Sweden was cut 
off about two months ago, when 
plane service from London was sud- 
denly stopped, likewise Switzerland 
and Portugal also stopped getting 
product recently. Spain has been 
getting nothing since production re- 
quirements and sundry other regu- 
lations by the Franco regime made 
it unprofitable to operate. 
~The OWI technique is modeled 
closely after the efforts of another 
Washington propaganda agency 
which has facilitated the distribution 
of U. S. films in other foreign coun- 


the OWI 
films it 
countries, 
finance the 





U. S. Features For Soviet 


Continued from page 1! 








tries. Basically the idea is, of course, 
just a case of fighting fire with fire, 
since the Nazis have pushed their 
films in just such a fashion for years, 
Only basic difference is that the 
Hollywood films are not tailor-made 
for propaganda purposes, and pro- 
vide much more entertainment than 
the German product. 











Jukeboxes 
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these days, unless the proprietors 


forked over. 

One of the gang, John Efemenko, 
23, was arraigned in court here on 
a charge of malicious destruction 
of property and four of his com- 
panions were jailed for investigation, 
They were arrested after wrecking 
a jukebox in an outlying tavern. 

Another case is under investiga- 
tion here in which petty racketeers 
‘hi-jacked’ a jukebox from another 
spot. Under pretext of being ‘re- 
pairmen’ they took it out, with the 
proprietor later discovering that 
they hadn’t come from the rental 
agency. 


Hint Gang War in Arcade Operation 
Springfield, Mass., Sept. 15. 

A first-class gang war seemed 
about to break into the open this 
week as the operator of Springfield's 
first penny arcade was crippled by a 
trio of thugs on his way home, and 
his wife and brother-in-law rovghed 
up. Victim of the strongarm trio 
which used baseball bats was 
Charles Saffer, beano operator and 
clerk of the new Springfield Amus. 
Center, Inc., which opened the ar- 
cade last week in the face of strong 
opposition, 

Scarcely had the place opened than 
the city council at its meeting Tues- 
day (8) went on record as opposing 
the license granted by the mayor, 
and the WPB voiced its intention of 
probing the source of the scarce ma- 
terials, especially metals, used in the 
installing and operation of the vari- 
ous machines. 

Because no money was taken from 
Saffer, though he carried a big roll, 
it was generally believed that the 
thugs were intent either on a shake- 
down or a threat to Saffer who is 
employed by the new corporation 
which is headed by John Christo- 
pher of New York. For three days 
Saffer ‘couldn't talk’ because of the 
pain from a fractured leg and an 
arm broken in three places. After 
that, his evidence was of no value, 
lending not a single clew. 

The Springfield Union in a pointed 
editorial titled ‘Strong Arm Meth- 
ods?’ drew a parallel between the 
Saffer attack and local murders dur- 
ing the prohibition era when rival 
gangs sought domination. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Meck, daugh- 
ter, in Los Angeles, Sept. 8. Father 
is press agent for RKO Theatres. 





Mr. and Mrs. James’ Lanagan, 
daughter, in Pittsburgh, Sept. 9. 


Mother is Peg Lanagan, Pitt booking 
agent. 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Higgins, son, 
in Beaver Falls, Pa., Sept. 5. Father 
is assistant to Sam Hanauer, owner 
of Rialto and State theatres, Beaver 
Falls. 

Mr. and Mrs. 
Chicago, Aug. 25. 
Chicago, announcer. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Thompson, 
daughter, in Chicago, Sept. 5. Father 
is member of NBC Central Division 
(Chicago) news dept. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pete DeLuca, daugh- 
ter, in Pittsburgh, Sept. 11. Father 
is a Pitt band leader who bills him- 
self Piccolo Pete, 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Levin, son, 
in Hollywood, Sept. 10. Father is 
assistant producer at Metro. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Alexander, son, 
in Santa Monica, Cal., Sept. 13. 
Father is NBC commentator-an- 
nouncer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Josef Washington 
Hall, son, Sept. 11, in Hollywood. 
Father is Upton Close, NBC com- 
mentator. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hugo Butler, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood, Sept. 12. Father 
is a screen writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Murray, son, in 
Hollywood, Sept. 13. Father is stage 
and radio comic, mother the former 
Cleatus Caldwell, film actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bert Apter, son, in 
Irvington, N. J., Sept. 11. Father is 
trumpeter in Marty Ames orch. 


Cy Harrice, son, in 
Father is WLS, 


> 





hitch 








| 





. 


bt eet ee by oe 


~~ = 


a a 2. 


a ne 





Fane nem armed 


‘ew —~—<- 


_ 


 Remmereeetermeies oem 


“Fs 


. “* Ww 


— oo Ww 


ee ee ee ee, 











OE 


we 


on 


— 


Wednesday, September ] 


6, 1942 


VARIETY 


55 





—_ 























—_—_ 





——<—<—<—=<==— | 





~ CHEZ PAREE, CHI 











Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page 46 








, quartet with a crack pianist-arranger 
'at the ivories, should start to mean 
; something even more than hereto- 
fore, under their new radio groov- 


» and intersperses his musical | ! 1 
a enities between acts, is a ang fe in the Golden Gate Quartet’s 
“or sort of guy |former spot. Their “Kalamazoo, 


ant if somewhat wack 
who sings with weird alsetto effects 
which are very funny. He also tells 
funny stories, hoofs a bit, and gen- 
erally clowns his way through a 
fast-moving show. 

Bob Bromley, puppeteer, brings 
his large-size dolls to the stage in 
especially life-like characterizations, 
synchronizing their actions with off- 
stage recordings. Outstanding are 
his bosom-heaving operatic diva, his 
piano virtuoso and his  nimble- 
footed colored dancer. — Bromley 
*also introduces Sonja Henie’s ‘sister, 
who skates gracefully. 

The D'Ivons are ballroom artists 
with a flair for the expressive. 
Their numbers are executed with 
skill. Sharp contrast is provided by 
the Robinson Twins, red-headed 
terpsichorean artists who bounce 
about in combination of jitterbug, 
acrobatic and novelty dancing, all of 
it snappy, modern and appealing. 

But the real show is Miss Fields. 
She has the audience in the palm 
ff her hand from her very entrance. 
Surprisingly she opens with ‘Sleepy 
Lagoon,’ in her own style, but near- 
lv all of the 10 songs that follow are 
unique comedy or heart-throbbers. 
Here is a friendly, talented creator 
of moods in song, with a special gift 
for touching the emotions of her au- 
dience. 

Most applauded of the Fields spec- 
ialties is her popular favorite, ‘The 
Biggest ASpidastra In the World.’ 
Also much liked was a Cockney 
number, ‘The Bleedin’ Ant,’ a new 
specially-written| number, ‘Nighty 
Night, Little Sailor Boy’ a howling 
interpretation of ‘My Hero’ from 
‘The Chocolate Soldier,’ done with- 
out the mike, and, for a finale, ‘The 
Last Time I Saw Paris,’ sung 
straight 

Chez Paree Adorables offer sev- 
eral fine routine numbers. They are 
young, fresh and charmingly cos- 
tumed. 
competent, pleasant for dancing. 

Loop. 


RUBAN BLEU, N. Y. 


Maxine Sullivan, Delta Rhythm 
Roys (5), Fred Keating, Ruth Ber- 
man, Perman Chittison, Julius Monk; 
$2 minimum, 


Anthony Mele, who owns the class 
Theodore’s restaurant on East 56th, 
has been partnered for five years 
with Herbert Jacoby in operating Le 
Ruban Bleu on the second floor as a 
supper club. Latter’s deal having 
expired, Mele is running the show 
all by himself, substituting Julius 
Monk, who used to be one of the 
piano accompanists, as regisseur, and 
otherwise booking talent on his own. 

Reopening of the sole Mele ven- 
ture brought back two old standbys, 
Maxine Sullivan and the Delta 
Rhythm Boys, both of whom have 
become standard with the patronage 
Fred Keating and Ruth Berman are 
complete newcomers to the environ- 
ment. Also new is the decor, a 
brighter interior job. 

Business was whammo at the preem 
which is in keeping with the 
xeneral zingy spending that has ob- 


tained in New York night life for 
some time. Everything about the 
atmosphere is as of yore, perhaps 


only lacking the Jacoby hosting 
touch, which may be important to 
the many who patronized the nitery 
but didn’t know who was who back- 
of-the-scenes, so far as the down- 
Stairs restaurant yas concerned. 
However, that’s a detail which 
should prove no great handicap to 
Mele, one way or the other. 

_ Monk, of course, hasn’t quite got 
the authority that co-boss Jacoby 
cid, when spieling the acts, but that 
should be corrected in short order 
As also should be the accelerated 
pacing of the divertissement. As it 
was opening night, the lapses were a 
little longish, not making for the 
scientific turnover so essential to an 
intimate boite of this sort, with its 
limited capacty, where the jam- 
packed attendance must be diverted 
for a fast hour, and then they make 
Wey for another influx. 

The drawing room atmosphere of 
Le Ruban Bleu (there never has 
been any dancing) is a counterpart 
of the Paris boites like Le Boeuf sur 
le Toit, the Ruban Bleu adjacent to 
the Hotel Georges V, et al. With so 


many repatriates and refugees now in| 


New York, the Francophile atmos- 
phere (pre-Vichy) has been enjoying 
no smail vogue. 

, Mele has assembled a strong show 
® Teopen. Miss Sullivan is still a 
pe ya among the classier, colored 
oraturas of moderated 52d St. 
‘intage. Thus, she swings ‘Cockles 
«nd Mussels’ (Irish traditional air) 
he then does tricks with Johnny 
-ercer's new ‘Cow Cow Boogie,’ 


‘Ain't Necessarily So,’ ‘Blue Skies.’ 
and the like. Always possessed of an 
“ssured mike style, her vocal ease is 
‘ven more impressive, now that she | 
‘aS attained polish and finish 
Rhythm Boys, 


Delta male 


Buddy Franklin’s music is | 


Tli Be Around, ‘Rigoletto’ (ragtime 
quartet version), ‘Dry Bones’ 
(rhythmic spiritual) and ‘Plenty of 
Nuttin’ milked the customers, and 
vice versa. 

Fred Keating, with his card tricks 
and showmanly ease, makes one 
wonder why he’s not even more big 
league. While this is no dump, it’s 
still a limited-capacity saloon, and 
the suave monologist-magician is 
plenty boffo for the major circuits. 
He didn't do the birdcage routine 
nor the needle routine when caught, 
but his dexterity with the cards, plus 
his affable small-talk, commends him 
for important attention anew. And 
with pictures wondering about lead- 





ing men all over again, what has 
happened? 

Rut’) Berman, rounding out the 
|show, is heralded as a protegee of 


Caspar Reardon and, like that late, 
great swing harpist, she essays ‘Sum- 


;mertime’ and ‘Blue Room’ on_ the 
| Strings. She’s a pleasant interlude. 
Abel. 


MAYFAIR’ ROOM, CHI 


(BLACKSTONE HOTEL) 





Chicago, Sept. 12. 
Jane Pickens, 


(8); $2.50 minimum Saturday. 


The sedate beauty of the May- 
fair Room lends itself ideally to the 
performance of a feminine singer 
such as Jane ‘Pickens. And Miss 
Pickens’ quiet beauty and fine voice 
are neatly adaptable to this spot—or 
any, for that matter. 


Eddie Oliver, one-time Ben Bernie 
pianist, cleverly combines Rach- 
maninofft’s ‘Second Piano Concerto’ 
with ‘Stardust’ to make music that is 
melodious and effective. The band 
provides subdued accompaniment to 
| his piano soloing, creating a tem- 
pered mood that is gracious and 
clicko. 

Miss Pickens, 





looking nifty, in 
ivory gown, sings 10 num- 
bers. Best of all her offerings 
is a spirited revival meeting pres- 
entation of ‘Jericho,’ with the or- 
| chestra giving her effective vocal 
chorus effects. Excerpts from ‘Bit- 
ter Sweet.’ ‘Make-Believe,’ ‘Em- 
braceable You,’ ‘Lover, Come Back 
to Me’ are among those that go over 


an 


| notably. 
Miss Pickens’ graciousness, en- 
thusiasm, her intimacy with the 


audience and ability to get the mob 

t» sing World War favorites with her 

contribute to her smash click. 
Loop. 














Drains Writers 


| were solid reading; 
| 
| 


Eddie Oliver Orch 


whose yarns on submarine warfare 
Major Leonard 
H. Nason, army yarns for the mags: 
jand Lt. Commander George Camp- 
‘bell wha did nicely with Navy 
stories. 

The ladies have also felt the war, 
just as they did in legit, with Phyllis 
Bentley sticking to Air Raid Pre- 
cautions; Margaret Culkin Banning, 
a steady contrib to mags and pub- 
lishers, devoting all her time to pub- 
licizing the WAAC, and Nelia Gard- 
ner White staying in London, and 
away from her typewriter. 

Pic editors see themselves dig- 
ging into inventories for material 
that’s been on their shelves, doing 
remakes just as Metro is doing with 
‘Quo Vadis,’ or paying heavily, via 
increased competition, for what 
worthwhile stuff that comes along. 

Scarcity of material hasn't hit the 
mags just yet, although the outlook 
there is also glum especially since 
they now want shorter pieces. This 
stems from necessity to justify the 
increase in prices—Satevepost, Col- 
liers, Liberty now 10c—by giving 
customers more yarns per issue. 

Never in the ken of modern story 
| editors has the shortage of usable 
| material resulted in such competi- 
tion for material. Not only are the 

writers not writing or going into 
| the armed services but most of the 
few still pounding typewriters are 
| turing out stuff that is behind the 
running story the war. 
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Cleo Barr Swan Club 
Lloyd Mann Bon-Bon & Budder 
Frayk Tonti Sheldons 

Gleria Dale Bobby Davis 
Marty Devine Orch | Helaine ‘Travers 


Penny Sis 

Jimmy Huson 

Vineent Rizzo Ore 
Town Tavern 

Len Packew® Ore 


Fred Swift Princess Chang Lee 
Diane Scott Collette Topper 
Mary Seville Kay Martin 

Kings of Rhythm Hal Haig 

Mike Ray Ore Trans Atlantic L’ge 

Sciolla’s Penny Serenaders 

Frankie Richardson| 20th Century Club 
Joyettes Harry MeKay 
ag toes Mike Pedecin 

pil eee! Sally La Marr 
Gertie Taylor Ore . - . 

te Venice Grill 
Silver Lake Inn ‘ 

La Marita Antone Bove 

Col Geo teed Dot Berry 

Alice Lucey Carita 

Montez & Adele Movina 

Mickey Fomilant O| Nerma Norton 

s R G i Don Nicholas Ore 
Sun a rdens 

7 Weber's Hof Brau 

Flying Berrys 

Beatrice & Danny Camden 














War 





ontinued from pal Qa 
| Godfrey’ and ‘Unexpected Uncle,’ set 
for the Coast Guard; Evelyn Waugh, 
novelist, in the Commandos; Law- 
rence G. Blochman and Jerome 
Weidman, active in the Office of War 
Information, the former doing broad- 
casts beamed at the Far East, the lat- 
ter in the picture end; David Mon- 
ahan is set for the Signal Corps; Joe 
Bryan III in the Navy; Murray P. 
Montgomery, Canadian Army; Will 
|Saroyan is 1-A and waiting to be 
| called. 

| Robert H. Newman, steady con- 
| tributor to the mags, drove an ambu- 
|lance in Finland and France, is now 
a topkick with the U. S. Army in 
Australia: Elmer Roessner, of the 
PM $s staff, with War Production 
Board: Rex Stout, up to his ears in 
Robert Carse, 


various commitiees; 

|'who fed all the slicks, in the Mer- 
chant Marine; Meyer Levin, Army; 
Corev Ford is out of action; Larry 
Barretto and James R. Ullman driv- 
ing ambulances overseas for the 


American Field Service; J. B. Priest- | 
ley is sticking to the British Broad- | 


/casting Corp.: Stephen Vincent Benet 
and James Boyd also concentrating 
| on war-slanted radio scripts; Sturges 
|Mason Schley, nephew of Admiral 
' Schley of Spanish-American war 
fame. who did a flock of mysteries, 
Air Corps: Philip Steegman, British 


Navy; Robert Westerby, British 
Army. 
| The OWI also has George Britt, 


Lee Falk and, of course, Elmer Davis 
who was always good for a flock of 
mag stories, also Philip Wylie, a 
jsteady contributor in the past of 
deep sea fishing yarns for the Sat- 
eve Post. 

Officers 


Another factor in deterioration of 
product are officers now on active 
service. These include Lt. Col. John 
W. Thomason, who clicked in the 
SEP with a string of yarns about 
the U. S. Marines on China duty; 


Alec Hudson, alias fer a sub officer, 














Agnes Willis Rav O'Day 
Berle Williams Jerry Gale 
Jean Marshall tex Owen 
Swingsters | Alice Strickland 
Grace Lynn Jules Fiaceo's Ore 
69th St. Rathskeller | Raths'r Eldoradian: 
Gale Arden Yacht Club 
Julia Wayne Ann “Taley 
Vee Austin Rettv Hahrle 
Babe Latom Ted Lewis, Jr 
| Peggy Martin |} Warr Holly 
Harry Adar Ore | Vietor Nelson Ore 
PITTSBURGH 
Alpine Lodge Merry-Go-Round 
K Duffy Rev ach : Soe ore 
Mickey Ross Ore tee warm 
Nick Cravat Co New Hillerest 
Natalie & Howard §| Jog “ s Ore 
Muriel Page . 
| Gayle Robbins _Nisee Cafe 
Arlington Lodge — = a nlc 
Mop tarte 
Pali Allwes Or« Cole Clark 
Jenny Lee Frank Andrinti 
Balconades Bob Anderson 
Bob Lazar Ore Ms = ' r vb wen 
| Dale Spohrer : - ‘' 
Bill Green's - _— 
Del Courtney Ore Aang te re Ore 
Mar) Ja ne Dodd Tiny Miller 
Charlie —— Eddie Miller 
Dick Dildine Ted Blake 
Sherman Hayes 
Jack Milton Orchard Inn 
Blue Ridge Inn Benny Burton Or 
Lou Lucky Ore Oasis 
Cornell Cooper Al Snyder Ore 
Boogie-Woogie Club| Johnny Wiles 
Cozv Harris Pines 
Gladys Mason > 
Den Rutter 
Dancing Buddy Bill LeRoy Ore 
Boog Sherman le 
raat acques La Helle 
Racehorse Willlams| 
Harry Comorado | KRedd’s Cafe 
Cork and Bottle Rudy.Paul Ore 
Lloyd Fox Jane Irwin 
Eddie Peyton's eee ene 
a B ) cad a 
Geo Overioit Ure Eddie Pal 
Eddie Peyton Squirrel Coop 
Marion Muller Dotho M o! La 
Fra s Renault M o Price 
51 Club y 
Max Turshis . 
Pat Met'a hea nas 
Linda Cot rrelon 
Sally Rice Toey Reynolds 
Mary Steele wits 4 caeckiag 
ee “ane Freddy Rose 
Carla 3 oore Eddie Meyers 
Louise Donn Ted Delmonico 
Sherry Lane ati Das 
‘ - ; 
¥ age ogg itt Yacht Club 
Ken Bailey Ore Al Middleman Or: 
Johnny Mitchell Eddie Metcalfe 
Harry Walton Teas Gardell 
Jessie Wheatley Johnny Morgan 
Notel Henry June Taylor Girls 
(Silver Grill) Miaco 
Marty Schramm Sky-Vue 
4 Kings & Queen Clyde Knight Ore 
(Gay 90's) Herb Roehrer 
Dorothy Nesbitt Joan Demor 
Hotel 7th Avenue | Union Grill 
Harty Bigley | Sammy Walters 
Escorts | Frank Natale 
Hotel Roosevelt Mike Sandretto 
Dick Harding Villa Madrid 
Bob Moss Etzi Covato Ore 
Billie Joyce Mark Lane 
Hotel Schepley Jack McCarthy 
Billy Hinds Ore Yvonne & Victory 
Joy Lind Julie Naletty 
Hotel Wm Penn Broedway Debs 
(Continental Bar) | Victory Lounge 
Billy Catizone |; Vietory 3 
Lenox Gordon Webster Hall 
Deno Pelli 1 Manles Ore 
jo} j Zz nettes 
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lems,’ especially during recent 
months. But this finding apparently 
biought them slight comfort, inas- 
much as they also found that, of 68 


fighting-front pictures in produc- 
tion, 50°, were actual combat ve- 
hicles: and that, of the 16 more al- 
ready released and the six await- 
ing release, half of these are out- 


| right hand-to-hand. throttle, grapple 





and gouge stuff. And they do not 
think that such things should be, | 
aading: 


‘Experience in England has shown | 


that the publie shortly becomes sur- 
feited with too many combat pic- 
tures and demands an opportunity 
to go to the theatre without having 
to witness bloodshed and fighting 
during its relaxation period. This 
has resulted in England in a very 
sharp trend against all war pic- 
tures,’ 

The 


survey-analysis was predi- 


| cated on the six general categories 


veuchsafed recently in the Govern- 
ment Information Manual as fol- 
lows: (1) Issues of the war—what 
we are fighting for; (2) The Enemy, 
his and tactics: 

Nations: (4) The 


(3) 
Production (5) The Home 


idealogy, objectives 
The United 
Front; 


| Front, and (6) The Fighting Forces. 





has failed in 


| show 


Right in There Fighting 

Nothing was said here, it may be 
ncted, about the Fighting Front yet, 
according to the OWI survey, there 
are—of this date—68 fighting front 
pictures in preparation and about 
half of them are actual combat 
films. And in the categories named, 
there is this record of production. 

War Issues—Two released, ‘This 
Above All’ and ‘Somewhere I'l! Find 
You’; and two in preparation, ‘The 
Last Best Hope’ (20th-Fox) anda 
‘Mary Smith, U. S. A.’ (Metro). 

The Enemy—Thirty-four pictures 
released up to the first of Septem- 
ber. This, declares the OWI 
aralysis, is over-production to a 
point where ‘the American people 
are finding a spy under every bed,’ 
having been given an exaggerated 
impression of the spy menace. It 
was added that the stories show lit- 
tle originality or distinction. 

United Nations—Only three films 
released and three more awaiting 
release. 
all-important subject 
teckled with vigor by 
and 46 pictures of this 
now in preparation.’ 

Production Front—Four features 
shooting; one feature and two shorts 
awaiting release. Half dozen features 
in production. 
features coming 


hasbeen 
the industry 
nature are 


up are ‘Pittsburgh 
(U); ‘Swing Shift’ (PRC); ‘Liberty 
Ships’ (Metro); and King Vidor’s 
picture, which is to deai with wa! 
industry in and around Detroit. 
Home Front—Three features re- 
leased, five awaiting release, with 16 
in preparation. There are seven 
shorts shooting and 28 are in prepa- 
ration or awaiting release. Im 
portant productions coming up are 
(Metro); ‘He Hired the Boss’ (20th- 


‘Spy Under Every Bed’ 


‘But,’ adds the survey, ‘this ! 


Among the important | 


| 


Fex), and ‘You Can’t Escape For- 
ever’ (Warners). 

Fighting Forces—Here there are | 
several’ sub-classifications, including 


Recruiting, Induction and Training, 
Medical Corps, Women’s Army, Mer- 
chant Marine and Actual Combat. 
As far as the latter is concerned, the 
ayes seem to have it, prompting 
OWI to observe: 
Slanting Pix Wrong Way 

‘Strictly from the viewpoint of 
contributing the most toward the 
war effort, the OWI expresses the 
belief that more pictures dealing 
with the Issues, the Home Front and 
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; determination with which our people 


|} nave met and are meeting their 

risis and, at the same time, are 
preserving an idealistic attitude toe 
| ward war issues. OWI also believes, 
} th survey concludes, that film pro- 
| duction should aim at establishing 
an understanding of the need for 


such sacrifices as are being and will 


b2 made. 


Philly Canteen 
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canteen a couple of hundred dollars 
a week. 


‘We were told to lay off in our 
negotiations for this broadcast, be- 
cause the New York Cantcen had 


just signed for a series with the Corn 
Products Corp. giving them exclu- 
sive rights for broadcasts from can- 


teens. We acceded to New York's 
wish®s.’ 

Sullivan said that two weeks ago 
| he wrote to the parent wing, outline 
| ing a one-shot broadcast which all 
| Philly radig stations had offered to 
| plug the cufrent drive to raise $25,- 
000 for the local canteen. 


‘I received an answer asking us 
not to go through with the campaign 
broadcast,’ he said. ‘They explained 
that the sponsor of the network show 
hac a clause in their contract which 
allowed Corn Products to cance! if 
there was another broadcast from 
any canteen. 

‘Now they have the effrontery to 
tell the public that they’re helping 
to support Philadelphia. We haven't 
received a red cent from them.’ 

Other canteen officials said there 
had been a tacit understanding that 
the Philly canteen would get at least 
a small chunk of the $2,500 weekly 
that the Theatre Wing gets for its 
weekly network show. But thus far 
there has been no word from New 
York on this subject. 

With all precincts not yet heard 
from, it’s been reported that the 
Canteen’s drive has netted about 
half of the $25,000 sought. A couple 
of hundred dollars were raised at an 
| auction from the steps of the Acad- 
| emy by Ilka Chase on Friday (11). 
| Among the items auctioned were 
|a handkerchief belonging to Hedy 
| Lemarr, which went to a soldier for 
| $7.50; Mickey Rooney’s drumsticks 
| whieh sold for $25, and a silver 
dancing slipper donated by Ginger 
Rogers, which brought $8. Sullivan 
bought in several hundred dollars 
worth of items himself which he 
; turned back for resale. 
| Chairman of the drive is Fred W. 
leSpellisy, v.p. of the Market St. Na- 
Bank, of which Sullivan is 
president. 
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the approved fashion. Bunch of co- 
eds from Maryland University helped 
out on this, to prove that even the 
inexperienced can become fire-fight- 
ers. 
2 Demonstrations 

Two model Cape Cod cottages 
erected on the open Jot are used to 
demonstrate carelessness. One has 
attic protected in the best civilian 
defense method. Other is an unfin- 





' 


ished spare room filled with rubbish. 
Bombs are lighted and one goes out 
harmiessly. Other spreads fiames 


ijand fire hose comes into play as a 


| quencher. 


matic 


the Production Front—admittedl, 

much more difficult to dramatize- 

would be useful. The public does 
not yet have a clear idea of what 
the war is all about, nor of the 
amount of individual sacrifice and | 
ccoperation which will be required 
of every citizen in order to achieve 


victory. 

‘A survey of all federal agencies 
in any way connected with the war 
efiort clearly points to an increasing 


impact of the war upon the aver- | 


age citizen. In the next six to 12 
months, virtually every able-bodied 
male, including many with de- 
pendents, will be in the armed 
forces.’ 

Hollywood’s obligation, it was 
pointed out, is to meet the chal- 


lenge of the war which in the next 
year, it was asserted, ‘is bound to 
create strange, new tensions within 
American life. Frictions will arise 
within gioups and between groups 
...the greatest strain will be thrown 
upon American morale.’ 


Drug store with auto- 
sprinkier system then gets the 
bomb torch to demonstrate the effi- 
cacy of such apparatus. 

Second part of the show provide 


the thrill wallop. Civilian Defense 
Control Center is set up center stage, 
and various services performed by 


these workers are graphically shown, 
from the first warning signal until 


1 44 ° 
the enemy planes arrive. 


| First 


plane over the field drops 
flares lighting up the targets. Then 
|the dive bomber with the incendi- 
aries, followed by the demolition ex- 
plosives. College Park hotel is con- 
sumed by flames from the incene 
diaries, with firemen coming into 
play when structure is an inferno. 

The final episode of the show il- 
lustrates a flame thrower destroying 
|}a pill box and other Chemical War- 
fare Service Activities, All the ac- 
tion is accompanied by a running 
commentary over the loud speaker. 

‘Action Overhead’ was presented 
for members of the various military 
missions in Washington, Army offi- 
icers and civilian defense workers. 





It was added that the film industry | It is something that pounds home 


ing adequately the gor and 


presenting pictures | the lesson better than a dozen books 


or lectures 
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*% SEAL OF * — 
APPROVAL 


*& WARNER BROS.’ "BLUES IN THE NIGHT" * HOTEL 
NEW YORKER * HOTEL PENNSYLVANIA * FRANK 
DAILEY'S MEADOWBROOK * EDGEWATER BEACH 
HOTEL, CHICAGO * BLACKHAWK, CHICAGO 
PALACE HOTEL * SAN FRANCISCO * NBC * CBS 
MUTUAL * CBC *% COLUMBIA RECORDS * DECCA 
RECORDS * STANDARD TRANSCRIPTIONS. . « 


* MORE COLLEGE PROMS THAN ANY OTHER BAND 


hnsennateuaien 











>) 








_S 








yA : = < 
tT 

Hpk 

¥ ‘a 

if 


and his new HOLLYWOOD BAND 
Featuring MARIANNE « DICK SHANAHAN 


Cleneral syvsi MENT CORPORATION 
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